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Outreach at Redeemer 
 

[The following article was submitted to the Mid-South District publication The Encourager] 
 

Outreach is an every-member privilege. At Redeemer Lutheran, Nashville, the outreach plan is to 

highlight who we are in our observances of the Church Year.  We desire to initiate the uninitiated into 

the life of the Church.  Outreach Sundays/Days are designated for the high festivals and new seasons of 

the year, for example:  First Sunday in Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, First Sunday in Lent, 

Good Friday/Easter Vigil/Easter, Reformation Sunday. 

 

 In addition to petitions that are offered in the Prayer of the Church, invitations are included in the 

bulletin for the two Sundays prior to the event.  This affords every member the opportunity to personally 

invite a friend or family.  Invitations are printed on card stock, two per page, making them 8.5 x 5.5 

inches.  Sample invitations are offered below: 

   
 

 



Growing In Christ Sunday School  
February 2017 

 

Epiphany 5  February 5 
[God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 

truth. 1 Timothy 2:4 

Jesus Calls Matthew  Mark 2:13-17 

In Sunday School today, students learn the story “Jesus Calls 

Matthew.” We sinners rejoice, for we, too, have been called 

from our own pigsty of sin to dine with Jesus around His table 

and to be a friend of the friend of sinners. Consider discussing, 

“How did Jesus call Matthew to be one of His followers? How 

and why does Jesus call us to follow Him?” 

Law If I say I have no sin, I deceive myself, and the truth is 

not in me. Gospel Jesus is the friend of sinners, who says to 

me, “Fear not, I am faithful and just to forgive your sins and 

to cleanse you from all unrighteousness.” 
 

Epiphany 6  February 12 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved. Acts 4:12 

Jesus Calms a Storm  Mark 4:35-41 

Today the Sunday School students study the account “Jesus 

Calms a Storm.” Just as Jesus calmed the storm with His Word 

for the frightened disciples, so He calms and ends the storm 

of sin and death by taking our sin upon Himself and dying in 

our place so we may live eternally. Consider discussing, 

“What did Jesus do to calm the storm? How does Jesus calm 

the storms in our life?” 

Law Sin causes me to fear and doubt that God cares for or 

loves me. My fears suffocate faith and lead me to despair and hopelessness. Gospel God’s Son, who 

suffered and died for me, is the proof that God cares for me and will never leave me nor forsake me.  
 

Epiphany 7  February 19 
We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4 

Jesus Heals Jairus’s Daughter  Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 

The story “Jesus Heals Jairus’s Daughter” serves as the focus of Sunday School today. Just as Jesus by 

word and touch raised the dead girl to life, so by His Word and Sacraments, He kills and buries death and 

raises us to eternal life. Questions for discussion include, “How did Jesus heal this little girl? How does 

Jesus heal us from the sickness of sin?” 

Law Because of my sin, I fall short of the glory of God and deserve only death, the required price for 

sin. Gospel Jesus, the God-man, is life. Victorious over sin, death, and the grave, He forgives my sins 

and gives me life eternal through His Word and Sacraments. 
 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord  February 26 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” Matthew 14:27 

Jesus Walks on Water  Matthew 14:22-33 

Today in Sunday School, we study the account “Jesus Walks on Water.” Jesus was gracious to Peter when 

he feared drowning. Jesus is gracious to us and is ready to catch us as we sink in sin and unbelief; His 

hand is always strong to save us. Consider asking, “How did Jesus rescue Peter? How does Jesus rescue 

us?” 

Law The First Commandment tells me that I should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. Gospel 

Jesus kept the First Commandment perfectly for me, and when I sink in unbelief, His faithful hand grabs 

me, pulls me up, and forgives me. 
 

 



 
It may seem strange to think a man whose earthly 

life ended some 15 years before the birth of 

Martin Luther could have had an important impact 

on the Reformation, but it’s true. However, it 

wasn’t the man so much as his invention that 

proved indispensable to the success of the 

Reformation. 
 

Without Gutenberg’s moveable type for the 

printing press, Luther’s voluminous writings 

would have had to be handwritten. Their viral 

spread throughout Germany and Europe would 

never have happened, and Luther would have 

remained an obscure monk. The Pope might have 

dealt with him quietly, and the Reformation would 

have been nipped in the bud. Gutenberg’s 

moveable-type press made Luther a popular figure 

and brought a groundswell of public support that 

proved vital for the success of his reforming ideas. 
 

Johannes Gutenberg was born on an unknown 

date around 1395. He was the youngest son of an 

upper-class merchant and the daughter of a 

shopkeeper. He was an enterprising stonecutter 

and goldsmith from Mainz, Germany. By the 

middle of the 15th century several print masters 

were on the verge of perfecting the techniques of 

printing with movable metal type. But Gutenberg 

was the first man to demonstrate the practicality of 

this invention. His process made it possible to 

print many copies of one document, and then 

reuse the separate pieces of type, or letters, simply 

by arranging them in the desired order. 
 

Interestingly, the first documents Gutenberg 

printed were indulgences. He used profits from 

these to undertake printing the Bible of his day, 

the Latin Vulgate. He completed the printing of 

the Bible in 1455. 
 

By 1517 there were many printers in Germany 

using Gutenberg’s movable metal type. To expand 

their business they were looking for writings to 

print—writings that would appeal to a wider 

public. In the Reformation they found the perfect 

material and eagerly printed both sides of the 

argument: Roman Catholic and Protestant. 
 

Gutenberg’s printing press first entered the 

Reformation story after someone, probably 

students, translated Luther’s 95 Theses into 

German. These German translations went viral: 

within weeks they spread across Germany, and in 

two months all of Europe was aware of the 

defiance of this professor in Wittenberg—and 

anxious to hear how Rome would respond. 
 

ROMAN REACTION TO THE 95 THESES 
 

Within three months Tetzel responded to Luther’s 

95 Theses. On January, 1518, he presented 106 

theses written against Luther’s view by a 

Frankfurt Professor named Konrad Koch at a 

disputation at Frankfurt. Again, thanks to 

Gutenberg’s invention, these theses were hastily 

printed and eagerly read by the lay people of 

Wittenberg. Luther realized he needed to make his 

own 95 Theses more accessible and 

understandable to the general public. To do this he 

wrote a sermon in German: “A Sermon on 

Indulgence and Grace.” In April 1518 Tetzel 

wrote a German treatise, Vorlegung, a rebuttal to 

refute Luther’s sermon. 
 

In May 1518 Johann von Staupitz invited Luther 

to present his disputation to a gathering of the 

Augustinian Order in Heidelberg. Luther never 

mentioned the 95 Theses, but began to expand his 

theological foundation with a presentation of his 

“theology of the cross,” which he used to expose 

the Catholic Church’s “theology of glory.” 
 

Also in May Tetzel escalated his argument by 

publishing 50 theses he had used in defense of his 

doctorate at Leipzig. These were based not on the 

theology behind the indulgences, but the Pope’s 

authority to issue them. 
 

In August, Luther produced a printed sermon 

that questioned the historical primacy of the 

Catholic Church in Rome and cast doubts on its 

authority to excommunicate in every case. 
 

By that same August, Pope Leo X’s 

investigation into Luther’s teachings was 

complete. He sent Luther a citation to appear in 

Rome to answer the charge of heresy. The man 

who delivered that citation was the next member 

of our Reformation Twelve—Johannes Tetzel’s 

earlier superior in the Dominican Order, 

Cardinal Cajetan. 

 

 

 



 

Redeemer’s Reformation 500 Events  

1517-2017 
 

Beginning in March 2017 – Adult Bible Study – Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

A MAN NAMED MARTIN (PART 1)  
 

    DVD Bible Study.  Session 1:  Luther’s World; Session 2:  Life in a Monastery; 

Session 3:  Purgatory; Session 4:  Luther Changes His Approach; Session 5: God’s Word Comes 

Out of Hiding 
 

Spring 2017 – Adult Bible Study – Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

A MAN NAMED MARTIN (PART 2) 
 

   DVD Bible Study.  Examines the errant teachings of purgatory, penance, celibacy, 

prayers for the dead, transubstantiation, devotion to Mary, the papacy, and the sale of indulgences. 
 

Summer 2017 – Adult Bible Study – Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m. 

LUTHER (PART 3) – Soon to be published! 
 

June 2017 – Summer Reading Group – Luther biography 
 

September 30 – October 1, 2017 – Guest Lecturer and Preacher Prof. Gerhard Bode 

 
 

October 21, 2017 – Reformation Picnic at the Tiesler lake house. 
 

October 29, 2017 – Reformation (500) Day observed!  Divine Service, 10:30 a.m. 
 

 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UkAeANG_iCIgcyxw9XyVhD3iS00pSwJlA4YvBSzKXQS-QdIgeKMTzIOXsaTrO0PHUmEY1ugGZ_zR5easD8M-oBkhZYriCdF7sAOrcGaelLx0_r09X47ecyAczKvdrRksbK0EikT4lqzBct587XMz6H4ygyzF6adt7po9QBkc97YyDH8mOROpjS0gPjcs6NTNNMJ0gTqfJBmKOVoyHUp8NpS0iaWuAleqhGg1QdoAYXNA5ihOIFABVA==&c=7R-iIf0A9IRL84fVFtEdkb-0jAJtpyrbQroOSsr-5W7mRu7QXZxqzw==&ch=cmrbLUp5YY6JVgFygqURaUcK3IqYwcskdA6pWGwHoioDcbAIXdy6fw==


 

 
 



 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 



 
February 2017 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

7 Choir 

 

2 

 

The Purification 

of Mary and the 

Presentation of 

Our Lord 
 

3 4 
4 “Joy in the Light” 

Capital Campaign 

Picnic 

5 Fifth Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 
 

6 
8 AA 

 

7 8 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

7 Choir 

 

9 10 11 

12 Sixth Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 
 

13 
8 AA 

 

14 
7 LWML 

 

15 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

7 Choir 
 

16 17 18 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

19 Seventh Sunday after the 

Epiphany 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

20 
8 AA 

 

21 
6:30 Council 

 

22 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

7 Choir 

 

23 24 

 

St. Matthias, 

Apostle 
 

25 

26 The Transfiguration of Our 

Lord 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection 

Chili Cookoff 
 

27 
8 AA 

 

28 
10 Ladies Home 

Improvement 

Group 

   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 
(615) 646-3150 
www.redeemernashville.org 
rlcnashville@bellsouth.net 

 

http://www.redeemernashville.org/
mailto:rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

