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The Catechism In Lent

In this celebration year of the 500" Anniversary of the Reformation, may we look to Luther’s
Small Catechism as our great treasure and daily instruction in the truth. Luther himself extolled the
supreme importance of the Catechism, but not from a standpoint of pride or superiority. The Reformer
said in his Preface to the Large Catechism:

Many regard the catechism as a simple, trifling teaching, which they can absorb and master at
one reading and then toss the book into a corner as if they are ashamed to read it again. ... But
this | say for myself: | am also a doctor and a preacher, just as learned and experienced as all of
them who are so high and mighty. Nevertheless, each morning, and whenever else | have time, |
do as a child who is being taught the catechism and I read and recite word for word the Lord’s
Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Psalms, etc. | must still read and study the
catechism daily, and yet | cannot master it as | wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the
catechism —and | also do so gladly. These fussy, fastidious fellows would like quickly, with one
reading, to be doctors above all doctors, to know it all and to need nothing more (LC Preface, 5-
8).

If Luther so strongly stressed the vital importance of the catechism for the Christian, the 500"
Anniversary of the Reformation is the perfect opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves to its use.
In our Midweek Lenten Services we plan exploring the six chief parts of the Small Catechism.
The following is the Midweek Service schedule:

The Catechism in Lent
Ash Wed., Mar. 1 — Ten Commandments — Text: Ex. 20:1-17; Rom. 7:7-25

Wed., Mar. 8 — Apostles’ Creed — Text: Rom. 10:9-10
Wed., Mar. 15 — The Lord’s Prayer — Text: Matt. 6:5-15
Wed., Mar. 22 — Luther Sermon on the Catechism
Wed., Mar. 29 — Baptism — Text: Matt. 28:19

Wed., Apr. 5 - Confession — Text: 1 John 1:8-9

* Holy Th., Apr. 13 — Sacrament of the Altar — Text: Matt. 26:17-30
All services are at 7:00 p.m. There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.

— Pastor Young



Growing In Christ Sunday School

March 2017
Lent1 March5
The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost. Luke 19:10
Jesus and Zacchaeus Luke 19:1-10
The children learned about “Jesus and Zacchaeus” in Luke
19:1-10. When Jesus went to Zacchaeus’s house, He
demonstrated that God blesses and fills our hungry souls
with His gifts. Consider discussing, “How did Jesus show
His care for Zacchaeus? How does He show His care for
us?” Law | sin when | ignore my own sinfulness and focus
on the sinfulness of otheres, rejecting them because of it.
Gospel Christ’s blood covers not only my sins but also the
sins of every sinner, no strings attaches.

Lent 2 March 12
“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is
the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” Mark

11:9-10

The Triumphal Entry Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-40

This week in Sunday School we studied, “The Triumphal
Entry.” Jesus’ victorious entry into Jerusalem begins the
week, which ends with His crucifixion and death. As a
family, talk about, “How did the people welcome Jesus to
Jerusalem? How can we praise and honor God today?”
Law Sin brought death into the world for me and all people.
Gospel Jesus, the perfect Son of God, came to be my Savior
and King, dying in my place and rising three days later to
save me from sin and give me new life in His Kingdom.

Lent 3 March 19
And my God will supply every need of yours according to His riches in
glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19

The Widow’s Offering Mark 12:41-44

“The Widow’s Offering” serves as the focus of the Sunday
School lesson for today. Just as the widow gave all she had
to God, trusting Him to provide and care for her, so Jesus
gave His all for us, who fail to trust in God for all things.
Consider discussing, “How was the widow’s offering
different from the others? How has God given us His

greatest treasure?” Law | do not always obey God’s demand that | love Him with all my heart. | am not
willing to give Him all that | have. Gospel Christ loves me and willingly redeemed me, not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death that | might be His

own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him.

Lent 4 March 26

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 1 Corinthians 11:26

The Lord’s Supper Luke 22:1-23

The children learned about “The Lord’s Supper” (Luke 22:1-23) in Sunday School today. In your family
discussion ask, “What benefits and blessings do we receive in the Lord’s Supper?” Law | betray my
Lord when 1 sin. Gospel Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. With His very

body and blood, He grants me forgiveness, life, and salvation.



(ardinal (Jajetan

1469-1534

Tomasso de Vio Cajetan was born in Gaeta, Italy, on February 20, 1469, and entered the
Dominican Order at the age of 15 in 1484. Cajetan built a reputation for being a prominent
debater with forceful arguments. He became a Cardinal in Rome in July 1517. Pope Leo X first
sent him to Germany as papal legate to rouse support for a crusade against the Turks and to
influence the election of the next Holy Roman Emperor.

Secretly, Leo had given Cajetan directions to seize Luther
and bring him to Rome. Had Luther gone to Rome, it is
doubtful he would have returned, and the Reformation
might have died on the vine. But that is where another
member of the Reformation Twelve stepped in—Frederick
the Wise, Elector of Saxony.

Need a Christmas Tree?

Yes, that’s certainly an odd question to ask at the
beginning of the Lenten Season. However,
Redeemer replaced the Christmas tree we used i
the nave for many years and it’s in need of a new
home. This tree is still serviceable for a home,
school, or some other location where it will be
used appropriately as a marker for the
remembrance of the Incarnation of Our Lord!

If you’ve got any interest in taking this tree, for
your use or another’s use, please contact Lynn
Suedekum of the Board of Properties.

Sunday Morning Fellowship Sign-up
May 2017 — August 2017

If you would like the opportunity to choose your date to serve refreshments following
Divine Service on Sunday, you can sign up in the library or contact the church office
with your preferred date either by phone (615) 646-3150 or email
(rlcnashville@bellsouth.net). All member households are encouraged to participate. If
you are unable to participate, please speak with one of our lay elders (Ron Suedekum,

Don Jones, Fred Guengerich). All open dates will be assigned. The deadline to sign up
1s April 23th.
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SO O n S “God’s Love in Action”

Lutheran Church
& School

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
4939 W. Montrose Ave. Chicago, Hlinois 60641-1525

December 1, 2016 -

Dear Friends in Jesus,

Hello! We are the third grade class at St. John’s Lutheran Schiool in
Chicago, lllinois. Our teacher is Mrs. Mayrens, our principal is Mr. Markworth,
and our pastor is Rev. Heinz. All of these people help us to learn about .lc-;sus.
We want to share Jesus' love with you! He was born at Christmas so he could
die and rise again on Easter. It sounds sad, but it’s really ha PPY, because it
means that God loves us so much that He sent his only Son to save usl He
LOVES us! YAY! :

We are learning about how to write and address letters, and also about the
geography and history of our great country. So we decided to write letters to
two LCMS congregations in each of the 50 states. We will mark your Iocatlon
on a map, and pray for you! Will you pray for us too?

We wish you a very Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year. Pralse God for
making us brothers and sisters even though we Ilve far away from each other.
We will meet you in Heaven some day!

Love,

Leia, Jolie, Terry, Katherine, Isa, Aidan, Vilma, Decker, Rafael, Val, _K;ristiha,
Savannah, Josh, Chayse, Karina, Elaynee, Delyla, Stefan, Mrs. Mayrens_

Rev. Richard A. Heinz
Pastor

773/736-1112
773/736-3053 H

Douglas Markworth

- Principal
773/736-1196 Ext. 229
773/205-1907 H

Church Office
773/736-1112

Dial A Prayer
773-736-1166

. School Office
773-736-1196

Fax
773-736-3614

Web Site
WWW StJohnsChicago.org

Ema]]
Offi ce@StJohnsChlcago org

il



THE LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI SYNOD
T YSIT rcress

800 BELLEVUE ROAD * NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37221 * 615/646-3150

February 10, 2017

Mrs. Mayrens and the Third Grade Class
St. John’s Lutheran School

4939 W. Montrose Ave.

Chicago, IL 60641-1525

Dear Mrs. Mayrens and students:
Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Please forgive this very tardy response to the delightful Christmas and New Year’s letter
you sent to our congregation. If there is a blessing from my inexcusable tardiness, may it
serve to teach that you never know what kind of response you will get from a letter or
when it will come.

How thoughtful for you to pick Redeemer Lutheran Church in Nashville! I was so glad
to read of your love for Jesus and the joy you have from Christ being born in order to die
and rise for us! You are wonderful theologians.

The coloring book pictures of an angel and Christmas tree were fantastic! I especially
liked the dog sleeping underneath the Christmas tree. I hope you will be happy that both
pictures are hanging on our bulletin board along with your letter.

You said that you are praying for us. That is the best gift you can give. Thank you, dear
children of God and fellow-redeemed brothers and sisters in Christ. You have our
prayers as well, as you requested.

Thank you again for your kindness, Leia, Jolie, Terry, Katherine, Isa, Aidan, Vilma,
Decker, Rafael, Val, Kristina, Savannah, Josh, Chayse, Karina, Elaynee, Delyla, Stefan,
and Mrs. Mayrens. You are certainly “God’s Love in Action” as your church and school
motto states.

ln Chrisl

27
/U.f / 7 %
Rev. Phll H Young
Pastor

P.S. You mentioned meeting in heaven. I hope to meet you before then. But if not, we
will have a great time getting to know one another with angels and archangels and all the
company of heaven.



Redeemer’s Reformation 500 Events
1517-2017

Beginning in March 2017 — Adult Bible Study — Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m.
A MAN NAMED MARTIN (PART 1)

DVD Bible Study. Session 1: Luther’s World; Session 2: Life in a Monastery;
Session 3: Purgatory; Session 4: Luther Changes His Approach; Session 5: God’s Word Comes
Out of Hiding

Spring 2017 — Adult Bible Study — Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m.
A MAN NAMED MARTIN (PART 2)

asal  DVD Bible Study. Examines the errant teachings of purgatory, penance, celibacy,
prayers for the dead, transubstantiation, devotion to Mary, the papacy, and the sale of indulgences.

Summer 2017 — Adult Bible Study — Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m.
LUTHER (PART 3) — Soon to be published!

June 2017 — Summer Reading Group — Luther biography
September 30 — October 1, 2017 — Guest Lecturer and Preacher Prof. Gerhard Bode

[

Concor ia
Seminary

ST.LOUIS ‘

October 21, 2017 — Reformation Picnic at the Tiesler lake house.

October 29, 2017 — Reformation (500) Day observed! Divine Service, 10:30 a.m.
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 The Glories of God in Ghana

Psalwv 87

News from the Kasters, Serving the Lord in Ghana Email us: dale.kaster@lcmsintl.org

Still in the States and Still Sharing

When we left Ghana in October oflast year, we had areturn flight booked
for December 16. We were looking forward to being with our
congregation in Tamale for the Christimas holidays. We had make-up
training scheduled for mid-January and a meeting with our regional
pastor contacts for late January. We thought we had it all figured out. We
thought we had things well in-hand. But that is the problem, we thought
we had it all planned out. It was God, rather, who had it all within His
almighty hand.

There is a famous line that comes from an inciteful passage tfrom Thomas
a Kempis’ monumental work, “The Imitation of Christ.” He writes: "For
the resolutions of the just depend rather on the grace of God than on their
own wisdom; and in Him they always put their trust, whatever they take

in hand. For man proposes, but God disposes; neither is the way of man
in his own hands.”

God’s ways may not be the same as our timing, but it is the best timing.
God’s ways may not be the same as our plan, but it is the best plan. And
so, here in late January, we are still here due to Dale’s health issues. But
there is good news! We believe we finally have the right diagnosis:
tropical sprue, a highly treatable illness that can be cured.

For those of you with celiac sprue, there is no relationship! They aren’t sure what causes tropical sprue, and
they can only diagnose it from looking at what your body is missing, vitamins D and B as well as folic acid. So,
Dale is undergoing a lot of vitamin replacement, and we are looking for a good antibiotic that won't react
badly with his system. We ask for your prayers both for his healing as well as for the doctors that they would
have wisdom and skill for dealing with this. We will be seeing a specialist, a doctor who has some experience
with African tropical diseases, on February 9t. Ask our gracious Father in heaven to bless that meeting.

While we are here, we have tried to be good stewards of our time. We visited Beautiful Savior Lutheran
Church, Sarasota, FL, on January 15, a congregation with whom we have had no prior contact. It was a warm
and welcoming visit, filled with lots of thanks for our service as well as questions about the nature of our work
- both as a congregational pastor and as a theological educator in the northeast of Ghana. And we thank God
that they collected a door offering to give financial support to the work over there.

We are now praying that we soon will be back in our adopted home city of Tamale, northern Ghana. We hear
from them fairly often. They too are praying for Dale’s health and for our safe return. And we pray for them.
There is so much to do there! There are people who do not know God’s love in Christ, and we want to show it
to them as we live with them and tell it to them in the words of Scripture itself.

So, wherever God has you at the moment, rejoice, for “the resolutions of the just depend rather on the grace of
God than on their own wisdom.” May God keep us all in His gracious hand and may Christ be seen and heard
from us all. Amen.



Prayer Requests,
Praises, and Thanks

e Praise God for our area
director and his wife, Rev.
Gary and  Stephanie
Schulte.

e Pray for our team here in
West Africa. In Ghana:
Rev/Mrs. David Erber,
Rev/Mrs. Mark Moss,
Rev/Mrs. Steven
Schumacher, Rev/Mrs.
Doug Thompson, and
Rev/Mrs. Ryan
McDermott
In Togo: Rev/Mrs. Micah
Wildauer, Valerie
Stonebreaker, and Rev.
Jacob Gaugert.

In Burkina Faso:
Rev/Mrs. Gary Schulte
and Rev. Fred Reinhardt.

e Pray for Bishop Fynn,
head of the ELCG.

e Praise God for what we
believe 1s the right
diagnosis.

e Ask God to give Dale the
right medicines for his

healing.
e Ask God to bless our
Tamale congregation

with a spirit of outreach.

You can write us at:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
TL 375

Tamale, Ghana

West Africa

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and
download an application at
www. lems.org/service. Click
on “Service Opportunities.”

Changes Ahead among the West African Team

We know that things are changing for our team in West Africa. There is going
to be some moving of people and refocusing of work. We will have more about
this next month. But recently, while visiting in Sarasota, I was approached by
a layman who was getting ready to go to Vietnam as a short-term missionary.
He asked me if [ had any advice from my experience. I told him what I tell all
who are going to the field, “Be prepared to be flexible. Things change a lot
there.” We ask God to help all of us in West Africa to be ready to change
according His plans. Ask God to bless our team with peace, courage, and
strength to do as He would have us to do.

Once We Return to Tamale

We will need to get things moving again once we return. There is some make-
up training that needs to be planned and executed. In addition, we need to
prepare for the next round of theological training offered to the men in the
four villages. Also, we need to secure funding for the students’ books and food
for those who come to those training events. Please join us in prayer that the
God who alone hears prayers would open His hand and satisfy all our needs
that His Word may go forth unfettered.

We Give Thanks!

We received our December financial report and were encouraged by the
generous gifts of our supporters, both old and new. In the month of December
alone we received over $20,000 in gifts to our work. We always hear of our
monthly gifts in the next month'’s report so if our thank you notes seem to lag,
know that we have to work within our financial system. So, we want to thank
our donors right here for their trust in us. Be assured that your gifts are
helping make known the saving name of Jesus!

People Who Need Your Prayers

In Tamale there are so many prayers needed. Victoria is a faithful Christian
mother, whose husband is abusive. Robertis a faithful husband and father who
is harassed by an unkind boss and who is struggling to support his family.
Lazarus, our convert from Islam, whose eyes are healing from a disease and
who is trying to build back up his business that suffered while he was sick.

Here in the United States, please pray for Joshua and Sarah, our son and
daughter-in-law, who any day will become parents for the first time. Ask God
to bless Rachel, the daughter she carries, with good health and soon to be
reborn through the washing of Holy Baptism.

We also ask for prayers for our daughter, Gretchen, and her fiancée, Tom, who
will be wed later this year in November, as well as Gretchen’s son, our
grandson, Isaiah. And we pray for our son, Jonathan, who is serving our
country in the Air Force, stationed in Guam.

We commend you and yours to Christ Jesus, our Lord,
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries in Ghana, West Africa

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034
Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Ghana,” in the
memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at www.lems.org/kaster.

Visit us at www.facebook.com/kastersinghana - no FB membership needed!




March 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Ash 2 3 4
Wednesday
10 Bible Study
5 Confirmation
6 Supper
7 Lenten Vespers
8 Choir
5 First Sunday in Lent 6 7 8 9 10 11
9:15 Education Hour 8 AA 10 Bible Study Bunco
10:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation
Door Offering 6 Supper
Outreach Sunday 7 Lenten Vespers
Capital Campaign Commitment Sunday 8 Choir
12 Second Sunday in Lent 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:15 Education Hour 8 AA 7 LWML 10 Bible Study 8:30 Men’s
10:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation Breakfast
Daylight Savings Begins 6 Supper
Capital Campaign Celebration Dinner 7 Lenten Vespers
8 Choir
19 Third Sunday in Lent 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:15 Education Hour 8 AA 6:30 Council 10 Bible Study
10:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation The
6 Supper Annunciation
St Joseph, Guardian of Jesus 7 Lenten Vespers of Our Lord
8 Choir
26 Fourth Sunday in 27 28 29 30 31
Lent 8 AA 10 Ladies Home | 10 Bible Study
9:15 Education Hour Improvement 5 Confirmation
10:30 Divine Service Group 6 Supper

LWML Mite Collection

7 Lenten Vespers
8 Choir
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Yowr word by w lump to- my feed and a light for my pati..
Yowr tatutes ave my heritage forever;
they awe the joy of my heowt. Psalm 119: 105, 111

Redeemer Lutheran Church

Joy in the Light
Capital Campaign 2017
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