
 

 
July 2017 

 

The Spread of the  

Gospel in China 
 

At a recent briefing I attended with Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF), the presenter Rev. Ted 

NaThalang reported that Christianity is growing rapidly in China and that by 2030 China may have more 

Christians than any other single nation on earth.  Rev. NaThalang cited an article from the U.K. 

Telegraph from 2014. 
  

 
 

 According to the article in The Telegraph, “Officially, the People's Republic of China is an 

atheist country but that is changing fast as many of its 1.3 billion citizens seek meaning and spiritual 

comfort that neither communism nor capitalism seem to have supplied. Christian congregations in 

particular have skyrocketed since churches began reopening when Chairman Mao's death in 1976 

signaled the end of the Cultural Revolution.”  

 Rev. NaThalang informed participants at the conference that currently China has roughly 40 

million Christians in churches registered with the state.  But there around another 40 million Christians 

in underground/unregistered churches.  According to Rev. NaThalang, the state still knows who attends 



 

and what is going on in the unregistered churches.  It seems, though, that many Chinese find it more 

advantageous, perhaps for business or other reasons, to remain “underground” Christians. 

 If the growth continues according to the current trend, then that 80 million figure will triple by 

2030.  Again, according to The Telegraph, “By 2030, China's total Christian population, including 

Catholics, would exceed 247 million, placing it above Mexico, Brazil and the United States as the 

largest Christian congregation in the world.” 

 The Communist Party is far from friendly to the Church, but there are welcome signs of public 

Christianity.  Rev. NaThalang shared pictures of church buildings with crosses displayed, as well as a 

prominent statue of Jesus washing the feet of a believer. 
 

 
 

 
 

 Below is a picture of a Christian bookstore.  I believe it is attached to a church.  In his travels 

Rev. NaThalang discovered that the Chinese government looks more favorably on books being sold than 



 

given out.  So, Lutheran Heritage Foundation is having to change its approach and is getting books into 

the hands of book distributors to be sold for a nominal cost.  What’s also interesting is that the 

government has ruled that our Book of Concord is just “history,” so it can easily be sold.  But we know 

the Book of Concord is more than history.  It is a faithful exposition of the Holy Scriptures, and thus the 

truth that will enlighten and bring many to the Gospel, “the power of God for salvation”! (Rom. 1:16). 
 

 
 

 Finally, let me mention that Executive Director of LHF Matthew Heise reported a new 

governmental perspective on the benefits of having Christian citizens.  He said that there used to be a 

saying in China, “One more Christian, one less Chinese” (as if the person had lost his or her heritage and 

had been westernized by becoming a Christian).  Now from some officials the saying is, “One more 

Christian, one less criminal.”  So, for now at least, the government has started to recognize the moral 

aspects of Christianity and how those benefit the state. 

 Please continue to pray for the spread of the Gospel in China and throughout the world.  Pray for 

the Reformation to continue as the Lutheran Church teaches and proclaims the Gospel in its purity.  
  

                                                                                                                        – Pastor Young    

 

 

 

Growing In Christ Sunday School  

July 2017 
 

 

 

Pentecost 4  July 2 
Here am I! Send me.  Isaiah 6:8 

The Case of the Burning Coal: Isaiah Sees the Lord  Isaiah 6:1-13 

Sunday School students probe “The Case of the Burning Coal: Isaiah Sees the Lord” today. God’s Word 

calls us to repentance. Christ—the Word made flesh—restores us to life. Discuss, “How can your mouth 

cause you to sin? How did God restore Isaiah and you?” Law Our stubborn unrepentance leads to 

God’s continued and deepening discipline. Gospel God disciplines us not for our ultimate destruction 

but so we will rise again in new life in Christ, the “holy seed” of the stump. Key Point God’s Word calls 

us to repentance. Christ—the Word mad flesh—restores us to life. 
 

 



 

Pentecost 5  July 9 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.  Colossians 3:16 

The Case of the Missing Scroll: King Josiah  2 Kings 22:1-20 

Today in Sunday School students examine “The Case of the Missing Scroll: King Josiah.” God blesses 

all who hear and honor His Word. Parents could discuss, “Where do we hear God’s Word? How does 

God’s Word strengthen you?” Law Neglect of the Word of God leads to discipline and destruction. 

Gospel Through His Holy Word, God grants His children faith, favor, and blessing. Key Point Faithful 

listening to the Word of God revitalizes God’s people. 
 

Pentecost 6  July 16 
Bless the Lord…who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases.  Psalm 103:2-3 

The Case of the Old Bed: Jesus Heals at Bethesda  John 5:1-15 

This week students probe “The Case of the Old Bed: Jesus Heals at Bethesda.” Jesus is the One who 

brings healing, not only from sickness but from sin and death. Consider discussing, “How does God 

heal people today? How can you help someone who needs healing?” Law Without Jesus, we all are 

crippled in sin, unable to restore ourselves. Gospel Through Jesus, the disease of sin is taken away and 

we are granted eternal life. Key Point Jesus is the focus of our faith, the One who brings healing not 

only to the body but also from sin and death. 
 

Pentecost 7  July 23 
Love on another: just as I have loved you.  John 13:34 

The Case of the Oil and Bandages: Good Samaritan  

Luke 10:25-37  

Today students examine “The Case of the Oil and 

Bandages: Good Samaritan” in Sunday School. God 

desires that we show mercy [compassion] to and serve 

our neighbor, just as His Son had mercy on us. Parents 

might ask, “How did the Samaritan show mercy? How 

can you show mercy to someone in need?” Law The 

command to love our neighbor is a command to be 

perfectly compassionate to everyone whom we 

encounter. Gospel Though we fall short, Jesus acts 

compassionately toward us, forgiving our sin, binding us 

up, and restoring us to eternal life. Key Point The Lord’s 

call to perfection is expressed in compassion, which He 

exemplifies toward us, healing us from sin and restoring 

us to eternal life. 
 

Pentecost 8  July 30 
Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  John 

6:68 

The Case of the Worn Broom: Jesus with Mary and 

Martha  Luke 10:38-42 
In Sunday School today students investigate “The Case of the 

Worn Broom: Jesus with Mary and Martha” The one 

necessary thing for happiness now and always is the Word of 

God. You could discuss, “What kinds of things distract you 

from God’s Word? How are you blessed by God’s Word?” 

Law Cases of this world, which may be good of themselves, 

may lead to anxiety, despair, and unbelief when they crowd 

out hearing and believing the Word of God. Gospel The Word 

of God grants eternal peace and happiness and protects us 

from turning the cares of this world into anxiety and despair. 

Key Point The one truly necessary thing for happiness that 

endures for eternity is the Word of God. 

 

For the Month of July 
 

Ushers: C Goldbeck, M Carver, Tom 
Tiesler, G Stevenson 
 

Altar Care: J Tiesler, B Tiesler 
 

Sunday Morning Refreshments 
7/2 F & J Hedrick, A Hedrick 

7/9 Dopp, Lorenz 
7/16 Jones, Carver 

7/23 Suedekum, M & H Graham 
7/30 Voters’ Assembly 

 

Birthdays 
7/6 Steve Hallock 

7/12 Christine Whelchel 
7/14 Noralee Nelson 
7/15 Josiah Weaver, 

7/19 Janey Tiesler, Chris Suedekum 
7/20 Karen Stevenson 

7/21 Sarah Cottrell 
7/22 Mitch Reilly 

 

Baptismal Birthdays 
7/1 Carmen Alvarez 
7/6 Heidi Graham 
7/12 Tyson Sager 
7/16 Sue Mesiarik 

7/21 Andrew Grams 
7/26 Catherine Whelchel, Elizabeth 

Whelchel 
7/27 Steve Hallock 

 

Wedding Anniversaries 

7/11 Matthew & Amanda Carver 9 Yrs 
7/11 Rev. Dale & Suzanne Kaster – 

missionaries in Ghana 
7/19 Don & Cindy Jones 37 Yrs 

7/26 Greg & Karen Stevenson 37 Yrs 
 



 

After describing his youthful loyalty to the 

Pope, Luther wrote, “I wasn’t so icy cold in 

defending the Pope as was Eck and those like 

him, who seemed to me to defend the Pope 

more for the sake of their bellies than 

through serious commitment. To this day 

they seem to me to be laughing at the Pope 

like Epicureans.” 
 

Johann Eck was born Johann Maier at Eck, a 

town in Swabia (southwestern Germany). His 

father was a peasant and bailiff of the village. 

He was educated by his uncle, Martin Maier 

who was the parish priest at Rottenburg. He 

entered the University of Heidelberg at the 

age of 12, received his master’s degree when 

he was 15. He entered the priesthood in 1508 

and earned his doctorate in theology in 1510. 

He had a wide knowledge, a strong memory, 

and powerful kills as a debater, even if he 

lacked imagination. 
 

As early as the spring of 1517, Eck, a 

professor at Ingolstadt in Bavaria, enjoyed 

friendly relations with Martin Luther. That 

was in part because they both shared a 

common interest in the humanist reform of 

the German universities. As a result Luther 

was of the impression that Eck was in 

harmony with his own views, but when he 

posted his 95 Theses it soon became clear this 

was not the case. Eck was a staunch defender 

of the Papacy. 
 

After reading Luther’s 95 Theses, Eck wrote a 

rebuttal called the Obelisks. He originally 

intended his writing to be a private critique, 

but it was leaked and the printers were more 

than happy to sell it to the public. This gave 

rise to a heated exchange of treatises between 

Eck and Luther’s colleague at Wittenberg, 

Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt. 
 

This argument culminated in the Leipzig 

Debate between Eck and Karlstadt, which 

began June 27, 1519. Though Karlstadt was 

able to move Eck off his position in the 

debate, Eck’s stronger memory and skill in 

dialectics gave him the upper hand. Finally, 

on July 4 Luther joined the debate to 

represent himself. Eck later confessed Luther 

was superior to him in memory, acumen and 

learning. After 23 days of debate, the 

arbitrators over the debate declined to give a 

verdict. But Eck did achieve several of his 

goals: he was able to make Luther admit he 

felt there were some truths in the opinions of 

Jan Hus, and that popes and councils can err. 

Luther insisted only the Holy Scripture is 

infallible. When Luther said this it 

embittered Eck against him and motivated 

him to do whatever was necessary to 

overthrow Luther. 
 

Soon after he returned from Leipzig to 

Ingolstadt, Eck attempted to persuade 

Elector Frederick of Saxony to have Luther’s 

works burned in public, and during the year 

1519 he published no less than eight writings 

against the new movement. 
 

In April 1520 he traveled to Rome and 

headed the committee to excommunicate 

Luther. Cardinal Cajetan also served on that 

committee. The committee drafted the papal 

bull Exsurge Domine. Eck added 41 errors of 

which he thought Luther was guilty. He hand 

delivered the final draft to Leo X for the 

Pope’s signature, which he received June 15, 

1520. Eck was then sent as papal legate to 

publish the bull throughout the German 

lands. Exsurge Domine gave Luther 60 days 

to recant. 
 

Luther himself received the notification in 

early October. On the 60th day after he 

received it, December 10, 1520, Luther and 

his trusted colleague Philip Melanchthon 

gathered students outside the gates of 

Wittenberg and burned the document. 
 

Within a month, on January 3, 1521, the 

Pope issued the bull Decet Romanum 

Pontificem, (“It Pleases the Roman Pontiff”), 

to declare that Luther had been formally 

excommunicated. On January 18 the bull was 

received by Charles V, the Emperor of the 

Holy Roman Empire. He’s the next member 

of our Reformation Twelve. 
 



 

Concerning the Name 

"Lutheran" 

C.F.W. Walther 
Translated by Mark Nispel 

From: Der Lutheraner v. 1, pp. 2-4, 5-7, 9-12. 

June, 1994 

This translation was first presented in the Husker 

Lutheran of University Lutheran Chapel, Lincoln, 

NE in 1989 and has now been entirely reviewed and 

revised. 
 

PART I - September 1, 1844 
A. Is it wrong to use such a name? 

Isn't it wrong to use the name "Lutheran"? We 

did not shy from giving our periodical the title 

"the Lutheran" and so we consider it our duty to 

give answer to those who might ask us what this 

name means and why we would use it. There 

have been many people at all times, as we well 

know, that have been offended that the Lutheran 

Church should be named after Luther, or any 

man. 'Why', they ask, 'can't everyone see in light 

of this that this church could not be the true 

church of Christ but instead only the work of a 

man, a sect?’ 'Indeed,' says another, 'you 

Lutherans should read what St. Paul says about 

such names of men. In 1 Corinthians 1 and 3 he 

says: "it has been reported to me that there is 

discord among you. I am speaking of the fact 

that among you one says: I am of Paul! and 

another, I am of Apollo! and a third, I am of 

Christ! How can this be? Is Christ divided. Has 

Paul been crucified for you? Or are you baptized 

in the name of Paul? -- So one says: I am of 

Paul! the other, I am of Apollo! Are you then 

not fleshly? Who is Paul and who is Apollo? 

They are servants through whom you believed." 

Are you listening, Lutherans? It is cried out to 

us: Don't you do the same thing the holy apostle 

condemns here in Corinthians when you name 

yourselves Lutherans? You continuously say 

that one should always follow the letter of the 

Scripture precisely, then why do you not do so 

here? 
 

There are not a few honest Lutherans who 

become quite embarrassed when this is said to 

them by our opponents. But this accusation is so 

fictitious, that it will be shown to be without 

basis as soon as we consider the matter more 

closely. First, it is a mistake if it is believed that 

Lutherans took this name for themselves. 

History reports to us instead that they were first 

given this name by their opponents in order to 

insult them. Dr. Eck, who held that well known 

disputation with Luther in Leipzig, was the first 

to call those who held to Luther's teaching by 

that name. We see clearly what Luther thought 

of this in a writing which he completed in 1522: 

"Admonition Against Insurrection," in which he 

says among other things: 
 

I ask that my name be left silent and people 

not call themselves Lutheran, but rather 

Christians. Who is Luther? The doctrine is 

not mine. I have been crucified for no one. 

St. Paul in 1 Cor. 3:4-5 would not suffer that 

the Christians should call themselves of Paul 

or of Peter, but Christian. How should I, a 

poor stinking bag of worms, become so that 

the children of Christ are named with my 

unholy name? It should not be dear friends. 

Let us extinguish all factious names and be 

called Christians whose doctrine we have. 

The pope's men rightly have a factious name 

because they are not satisfied with the 

doctrine and name of Christ and want to be 

with the pope, who is their master. I have 

not been and will not be a master. Along 

with the church I have the one general 

teaching of Christ who alone is our master. 

Matt. 23:8. 
 

This judgment of Luther is as clear as the sun. 

he did not want in any way that the church 

should be named after him and even less did he 

want this to happen for his own glory. 
 

Let no one imagine that in and of itself it is 

wrong when Christians let themselves be named 

after a man. This is shown undeniably by the 

fact that the church of the Old Testament was 

named by God himself after a man. What did He 

call them? - the Israelites. Didn't Christ himself 

say of Nathaniel: "See, a true Israelite, in whom 

there is nothing false." What was Israel? He was 

a man. Therefore it is clear, it depends on the 

sense in which the children of God are named 

after a man. In that alone can there be sin. In 

which sense and on what grounds did the 

Corinthians name themselves of Paul, of Apollo, 

of Safes, of Christ? In this fashion, as we can 



 

read, they wanted to separate themselves from 

one another. Although Paul, Apollo, and Peter 

(or Safes) taught one and the same thing, the 

Corinthians rejected the others when they chose 

one. They separated themselves from one 

another by taking on a name and setting up 

factions. The sin for which Paul rebukes the 

Corinthians exists not only in that they named 

themselves after a man but instead that by doing 

this among those who had the same orthodox 

doctrine they wanted to establish divisions. 

Therefore the apostle himself rejects the name 

"of Christ" as the name of a sect (which some of 

them were using) when they wanted to establish 

division with it. Paul does this even though this 

last name is not taken from a man but from the 

Son of God himself. Now true Lutherans have 

never named themselves after Luther in this 

forbidden sense. With this their name they have 

never wanted to depart or separate from other 

orthodox teachers. They declare their allegiance 

as Lutherans to Athenasius and all true teachers 

of the Gospel in all times and lands just as much 

as to Luther. Luther himself was far from 

wanting to be the only true teacher. He publicly 

writes among other things about a friend, the 

Würtemburg theologian Brentius: "I value your 

books so highly that my books entirely stink 

when I compare them to your books and those 

like them. I am not mocking you here. I am not 

dreaming and I am not saying something to 

insult you. I will not be deceived by my 

judgment, for I am not praising Brentius, but the 

Spirit that is in you is much friendlier, and full 

of love and joy than the spirit in me." Certainly 

no one speaks this way if he is trying to lead a 

sect. But Luther speaks this way because he 

wants to be nothing more than a witness of the 

truth. 
 

Therefore, we do not call ourselves Lutherans 

after him in the same way that we are called 

Christians on account of Christ. We are not 

called such because we believe in Luther. As 

highly as we treasure this vigorous witness, in 

our church we still do not accept so much as a 

word in matters of faith simply because Luther 

said it. Rather, we accept his words only in the 

instance that it can be shown written clearly in 

the Word of God. We do not accept him as any 

apostle or prophet but rather we know that he 

was subject to error and sin like other men. He 

is not the head of our church. He is not our 

pope. Therefore whoever accepts everything in 

blind faith simply because Luther said it is 

separated from the true Lutheran church as far 

as earth is from heaven and day is from night. In 

this manner then Luther wrote to Melanchthon 

in 1530 who was at the Imperial Council in 

Augsburg [confessing the Lutheran faith to the 

Emperor and the Roman Catholic Church, tr.]: 

"It does not please me in your letter that you 

write that you have me as the head of this matter 

and have followed it on account of my 

reputation. I do not want to direct or command 

anything, nor will I be called the author. And 

even if someone might find some kind of correct 

understanding in using that word I do not want 

it. Isn't this matter likewise yours and does it not 

fit you as well as me, therefore one may not say 

that it is mine." Just as Luther refused any 

improper esteem in the church so our church has 

not improperly honored him. Just as it says in 

the beginning of the Formula of Concord, which 

is one of the most important public confession 

of the orthodox Lutherans: 
 

We believe teach, and confess that the one 

rule and guide, according to which all 

doctrine and teachers should be judged is the 

prophetic and apostolic writings of the Old 

and new Testaments alone. Other writings of 

old and new teachers whatever their name 

should not be considered equal to the holy 

Scriptures, but rather all of them together 

one with another are subject to it and 

together are taken only as witnesses of how 

much and at which places after the time of 

the apostles such doctrine of the apostles 

and prophets were kept. 
 

So finally we ask ourselves, do we call 

ourselves Lutherans in order to show that we 

cling to a new doctrine which Luther first 300 

years ago brought forward? And do we thereby 

show that we want to belong to a new church, 

which was instituted by itself? May that never 

be so! We name ourselves not at the Arians are 

named after Arius, or as the Dominicans after 

Dominicus. Luther did not preach any new 

doctrine but rather the ancient doctrine of the 

eternal gospel. He did not stray from the ancient 



 

true church, which is built upon the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ 

as the Cornerstone. He only left, yes, actually 

was thrown out, of that church which had fallen 

and misused the name of the 'catholic' church in 

order to bind the conscience with their laws of 

men. To show this thoroughly is the very goal 

we had in mind when we started this 

publication. In the first place we refer our 

readers to only one witness of Luther himself, 

from which it is clear to see that he did not 

intend to spread his own human ideas but rather 

was driven by the Word of God. so among other 

things he says at the close of his splendid 

Church postil: 
 

Oh, that God would, that the explanation of 

God's Word by me and all teachers would 

perish and each Christian would take up the 

nude Scriptures. You see form this my 

prattle, how unlike God's Word is compared 

to the word of all men, how no man is able 

to properly attain and illumine one of God's 

words by all of his own words. My and all 

other explanations of men would be nothing, 

yes, only a hindrance to him who can enter it 

without glosses and explanations. Therefore, 

go in, go in dear Christian. And leave my 

and all other explanations be a mere step 

unto the real building, so that we may cling 

to the nude clear Word of God itself, taste it 

and remain there, for God lives only in Zion. 
 

Even Luther's most bitter enemy must agree that 

it was the holy Scriptures above all that he 

insisted upon and spread among the people. 

 

 

(You can read the full translation of Part I at: 

http://lutherquest.org/walther/articles/-

400/nameLuth.htm. Next month, Part II.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation  

500 @  

Redeemer 
 

Reformation Guest 

Speaker Prof. Bode of 

Concordia, St. Louis – 

September 30 
 

Reformation Guest 

Preacher Prof. Bode of 

Concordia, St. Louis – 

October 1 
 

Reformation Celebration 

@ Tiesler Lake House – 

October 21 
 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

http://lutherquest.org/walther/articles/-400/nameLuth.htm
http://lutherquest.org/walther/articles/-400/nameLuth.htm


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

July 2017 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 Fourth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 
 

3 
8 AA 

 

The Visitation  
(1-Year Lectionary) 

 

4 

 
Independence Day 

5 
10 Bible Study 

 

6 7 1 

 

8 

9 Fifth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 
 

10 
8 AA 

 

11 
 

 

12 
10 Bible Study 

 

13 14 
6:30-8:00 Summer 
Reading Group 

15 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 
 

16 Sixth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 
 

17 
8 AA 

 

18 
6:30 Council 

 

19 
10 Bible Study 

 

20 21 22 

 

St. Mary 

Magdalene 
 

23 Seventh Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 
 

24 
8 AA 

 

25 

 

St. James the 

Elder, Apostle 
 

26 
10 Bible Study 

 

27 28 29 

30 Eighth Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection 

Voters’ Assembly 
 

31 
8 AA 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 
(615) 646-3150 
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