Hearts and Minds

“But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the
Lord: 1 will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God,
and they shall be my people” (Jer. 31:33).

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect
will” (Rom. 12:2).

“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7).

“Where are we on the abortion issue?” That’s the question that some people have been
asking in Tennessee after the passage of Amendment 1 in November. (Amendment 1 was
written to nullify a state Supreme Court ruling that found a right to an abortion in the wording of
the state constitution. Because of this Supreme Court decision, even popular abortion
restrictions have not been not allowed to stand, and Tennessee has become an abortion
destination.) What will happen now? It is expected that a number of restrictions on abortion
will again be championed by Tennessee lawmakers. But many of the people who did not want
the passage of Amendment 1 have not gone away or changed their minds. There is now a
lawsuit that has been filed in federal court on how the votes were tallied on Amendment 1.
Although the lawsuit has been deemed frivolous by Amendment 1 advocates, no one can predict
how the courts will rule.

Amendment 1 only passed with 53% of the vote. While there is polling evidence that up
to 60% of Tennessee voters are in favor of common sense abortion restrictions, when it came
time to pull the lever for the ability of the legislature to enact restrictions, only 53% voted in
favor of the measure. A deep divide remains in the one-time “Bible Belt” state of Tennessee.

So where are we are the abortion issue? As far as the Church is concerned, we are in the
same place that we have always been. The whole Amendment 1 campaign was just exercising
our vocations as citizens to call the government back to its proper role of using the law to protect
the vulnerable. Amendment 1 was about curbing the violence of society by means of civil power
and authority. But the Church is about hearts and minds. It is about proclaiming the truth of
God’s Word, law and Gospel. The Church is about destroying the strongholds of the hardhearted
with divine knowledge (2 Cor. 10:4-5) and delivering Christ to the poor and brokenhearted (Is.
61:1). The Church is about the renewing of one’s mind (Rom. 12:2) through the Gospel and
delivering a good conscience (1 Peter 3:21) through Word and Sacrament. The Church is about
imparting the forgiveness of sins for the sake of Christ. The Church is about rebirth and the fear
and love of God through the work of the Spirit who puts God’s law in hearts (Jer. 31:33, Apol.
IV 125).

In our congregations in Tennessee and in Arkansas and Kentucky we are in the same
place we have always been. We teach the truth to our families and reach out in truth and love to
visitors and friends and the people in our communities. In January especially, we proclaim, once
again, the sanctity of human life under the Creator. We do this because the federal Roe v. Wade
decision (January 22, 1973) still stands, and there are many who remain in darkness. We stand
for life and preach the new life (2 Cor. 5:17) that came through Christ’s death and resurrection.



We deliver the Word in order that hearts and minds may be rescued from the devil and the world
and taken captive to Christ (2 Cor. 10:5).

Sanctity of Human Life Sunday is January 18, 2015. | encourage you to make the most
of this opportunity to proclaim the fullness of our life Christ. Please continue to use the
following resources: www.lcms.org/life, www.lutheransforlife.org.

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7).
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