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Funeral Service Planner

In this season of Easter | am reminded of the importance and beauty of the funeral service in our
Lutheran Service Book. The resurrection of Christ is proclaimed throughout, and the certain hope of the
resurrection of the body unto eternal life is guaranteed for all believers. We are redeemed body and
soul!

Consider the Verse of the Day: “Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; to
Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia.” Consider also the Concluding Collect: “Lord, God, our
shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home.
Comfort us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those
we love who have died in the faith.”

Along with the liturgy, the Scripture readings and hymns are to be consistent with the Gospel
proclamation of Christ’s victory over sin, death, and devil. This is where funeral service planners
(forms) are very helpful. Redeemer has a funeral service planner that can be completed and put on file
for the time when the Lord calls you to the Church Triumphant.

First of all, the funeral service planner is important in expressing that you desire a funeral.
Unfortunately, there a disturbing trend to forego a funeral even among those who identify as Christians.

If your children or closest relatives are not in the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or are not in
the Christian Church at all, then your funeral planner is especially important. It has happened that the
adult children have refused to let a funeral take place for their deceased parent, or they just opt for a
graveside committal by a funeral director.

Although the funeral service planner is not legal document, it can serve to express your wishes to
family and give a witness to them.

Redeemer’s funeral service planner includes the following preamble:

The purpose of the funeral service is to present and celebrate the Gospel. Your funeral is not to
sing your praises, but to sing the praises of your Savior who will call your body from the grave.
This planner allows you to help in shaping a final earthly witness to your Savior.

When it comes to suggested Scripture passages, the Lutheran Service Book Agenda has a whole
page of options. | can make you a copy. Of course, other passages may be suggested, and the funeral
planner also has blank for your confirmation verse.

Hymns are to be chosen from Lutheran Service Book or another Synod approved hymnal like
The Lutheran Hymnal. The Agenda also has suggested options, especially from the Easter and Death
and Burial selections in the hymnal.

Scripture and hymns suggestions are not required. Another option is to just indicate that you
want the Pastor to choose. This even gives the Pastor the freedom to develop a theme throughout all the
Scripture and hymn selections.

Concerning the location of your funeral, please consider the following note taken from the
funeral service planner:



Note: It is strongly encouraged for you to have your funeral service at Redeemer, not at a
funeral home. Even if it costs more, instruct the funeral home to bring your body to the
sanctuary where you worshipped in body with your brothers and sisters in Christ.

As far as innovations to the service and the participation of family members and friends, our goal
IS to maintain the historic liturgy conducted in good order by the called minister. The following notes

from the funeral service planner should prove helpful:

Note: The service is normally to be conducted
only by the called minister of Redeemer.
Therefore, requests for family members,
friends, or other clergy to serve as readers,
etc., are discouraged. Family and friends are
there to be comforted.

Also Note: Eulogies (personal remarks by
family or friends) are highly discouraged in the
Lutheran funeral service. Again, the Pastor
has been called by the congregation to deliver
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. While the sermon
will be somewhat personal concerning who you
are, the focus is to be on who you are in Jesus.
If you would absolutely like a loved one to
speak about your life, we encourage that to be
done at the meal following the committal. This
is the preferred setting for sharing important
memories.

Of course, pallbearers are allowed and necessary in many
cases.
Lastly, I am available to discuss why burial still

Remembrance of Baptism
In Holy Baptism [name] was
clothed with the robe of Christ's
righteousness that covered all
[his/her] sin. St. Paul says, "Do
you not know that all of us who
have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His
death?"

We were buried therefore with
Him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with
Him in a death like His, we shall
certainly be united with Him in a
resurrection like His.

remains the preferred custom over cremation. While there is certainly Christian liberty, | have some
thoughts, and | have discovered a great article that is worthy of consideration.

Funeral service planners may be picked up in the Church office. We will keep a completed copy
on file. Your planner may be changed by you as often as you like.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

— Pastor Young




The Church Year
The Time of The

Church

Jesus told His disciples,
“I am the vine; you are
the branches. Whoever
abides in Me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from
Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). We are
each grafted into Jesus and made a branch of the
Vine by the power of the Spirit in Holy Baptism.
We stay connected to Jesus, our Vine, by hearing
the preaching of God’s Word and receiving
Absolution and the Lord’s Supper. This is how
our life in Christ grows: by the power of the
Spirit working in our hearts through Word and
Sacrament. The Sundays after Pentecost make up
the longest portion of the Church Year. This is
the Time of the Church — the time we focus on

growing together in the life of the Holy Trinity.
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.11-12)

The Holy Trinity
The first Sunday after Pentecost.

We are baptized into only one name, the name of
God. But that name is “of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” There is only one
name, only one God — but there are three
persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Each person is God, and each is not the others,
but there is only one God. This is the great
mystery of the Holy Trinity. On the first Sunday
after Pentecost, the Church celebrates Holy
Trinity Sunday and teaches us to confess the
mystery of God’s being.

(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.12)

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

Growing In Christ Sunday
School
May 2018

Easter 6 — 5/6

Jacob and Esau Genesis 25:19—34; 27:1—40

And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1:6

The account of "Jacob and Esau" that our
children will study in Sunday School today is a
story of competition and bad feelings between
brothers, parental favoritism, and family
squabbling. Amidst this chaos, God acted with
grace toward all of them—and to us. Parents
might ask, "How do these sins afflict every
family? Why is forgiveness important in
families?" Law God does not want me to lie and
deceive others, but to trust Him and follow His
way. Gospel Because of His Son, Jesus, God
forgives all my sins and promises to work all
things together for my good.

Easter 7 — 5/13

Jacob’s Dream Genesis 27:41—28:22

How awesome is this place! This is none other than the
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.

Genesis 28:17

Our children will study "Jacob's Dream" in
Sunday School today, a story that shows God
renewing His promise to bless all people through
Jacob's family. God kept His promise by giving
Jesus to be our Savior. Your family could
discuss, "What reminders does God give us of
His promises to us?" Law | sin when | think God
does not care for me or has left me alone. Gospel
God promises in His Word never to leave me.
His gracious love for me, revealed through His
Son, Jesus, moves my heart to worship and praise
Him.

Day of Pentecost — 5/20

Jacob’s Family Genesis 29:1—30:24

For I know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and
a hope. Jeremiah 29:11

Today's Sunday School lesson is about "Jacob's
Family.” The children will learn that through
Jacob's family God brought forth the Savior,
Jesus Christ, who endured lies, deception, and
the schemes of sinful humankind to work our



salvation on the cross. Families can discuss how
we sin when we lie or deceive others and how
such actions show that we don't trust God to
provide and care for us. Ask your children,
"Have you ever suffered because of someone's
lies?" Talk about how Jesus suffered and died for
us on the cross. Law I sin when | lie or deceive
others. Gospel In spite of my sin, God blesses me
with my family and all that | need and forgives
me for the sake of His own Son, Jesus.

Holy Trinity — 5/27

Esau Forgives Jacob Genesis 31:3; 32—33

For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Romans 8:38-39

"Esau Forgives Jacob" is the Bible story taught
today in Sunday School. This exciting account
teaches us how Jacob struggled against man and
God for his birthright. The children will learn
that Jesus struggled against sin and death to win
our heavenly birthright. Talk to your children
about sin and how it breaks families and
relationships. Discuss, "How has sin severed our
relationship with God? How did Jesus restore our
relationship with God eternally? How does Jesus
help us as God's children to restore our broken
human relationships?" Law Broken families and
failed friendships are the result of sin. Gospel
Jesus’ forgiveness restores my broken
relationship with God and can heal my broken
earthly relationship as well.

Kroger Community Rewards

Program
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can
link your Kroger Plus Card to their
Community Rewards Program online and
Redeemer will receive a quarterly check.
Redeemer has elected to place these dollars
in the Sanctuary Renovation Fund. In fact,
we just received a check for $56.15.
Simple, easy stewardship! Contact
Redeemer’s office for details on how to

participate.

*** Confirmation Day ***
May 20, 2018

The Public Examination of the
confirmands will be held on Confirmation
Day, May 20, 2018, during the Sunday
School hour at 9:15 a.m. Thisis an
opportunity for the confirmands to
express their faith and knowledge to the
congregation. The Public Examination is
not a public inquisition, but rather a
serious question and answer session
conducted in a friendly atmosphere and
prefaced by prayer. Pastor Young and
the Board of Elders invite the members of
the congregation to hear these young
people confess their faith in the scriptural
doctrines taught by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. The examination gives
the congregation the opportunity to show
love and interest in our young people and
the future of our congregation and
Church. Please pray for our confirmands
and rejoice that they can effectively
communicate their faith in the risen Jesus
Christ, the Author of life (Acts 3:15).

The 2018 Confirmation Class
Lillian Smiles Cottrell
Jackson Bryan Risner

Jayme Lee Sager
Catherine Grace Whelchel

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION
CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH

Article XVIII
Free Will

Our churches teach that a person’s will has some
freedom to choose civil righteousness and to do
things subject to reason. It has no power, without
the Holy Spirit, to work the righteousness of
God, that is, spiritual righteousness. For “the
natural person does not accept the things of the
Spirit of God” (1 Corinthians 2:14). This
righteousness is worked in the heart when the
Holy Spirit is received through the Word
[Galatians 3:2-6].




This is what Augustine says in his
Hypognosticon, Book II:

We grant that all people have a free will.
It is free as far as it has the judgment of
reason. This does not mean that it is able,
without God, either to begin, or at least to
complete, anything that has to do with
God. It is free only in works of this life,
whether good or evil. Good I call those
works that spring from the good in
nature, such as willing to labor in the
field, to eat and drink, to have a friend, to
clothe oneself, to build a house, to marry
a wife, to raise cattle, to learn various
useful arts, or whatsoever good applies to
this life. For all of these things depend on
the providence of God. They are from
Him and exist through Him. Works that
are willing to worship an idol, to commit
murder, and so forth, I call evil.

Our churches condemn the Pelagians and others
who teach that without the Holy Spirit, by natural
power alone, we are able to love God above all
things and do God’s commandments according
to the letter. Although nature is able in a certain
way to do the outward work (for it is able to keep
the hands from theft and murder), yet it cannot
produce the inward motions, such as the fear of
God, trust in God, chastity, patience, and so on.

Article XIX

The Cause of Sin

Our churches teach that although God creates
and preserves nature, the cause of sin is located
in the will of the wicked, that is, the devil and
ungodly people. Without God’s help, this will
turns itself away from God, as Christ says,

“When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character” (John 8:44).

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg
Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next
few months.]

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The
Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia
Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To
purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040.

For the Month of May

Join Redeemer for a Habitat For
Humanity Build: May 12!

Redeemer will once again be participating in a
Habitat for Humanity build on Saturday, May
12 (tentatively 7am-2pm). This is a great
opportunity to serve our neighbors and share
God's love in our community. Please consider
joining in on this morning of fellowship with
other Redeemer members! No skills or
expertise required. We are seeking 20-25
volunteers (ages 16 and up). We will be
working on a variety of tasks including
landscaping, mirror/hardware installation, and
more. The build site is located in north
Nashville. If you have any questions, please
contact Linda Dopp or Kathleen Rall.

Please register here: https://goo.gl/gNgu57



https://goo.gl/qNgu57
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him
who sent me, night is coming when no one can work”
John 9:4.

Greetings: Brothers and sisters in Christ, THE
LORD IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!
HALELUIAH! Jesus suffered and paid the price
of our sins. That is great news! And the miracle
on Easter Sunday morning, Jesus rising from the
grave to announce to us that Christ has won
victory over sin, death and all our enemies, and
that we have 100% assurance that all our sins are
forgiven and we are set free and reconciled to the
Father.

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana
(ELCG) gets a new President: There was free,
smooth and peaceful election of a new president
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana in
the person of Rev. John Shadrack Donkor. Rev.
Donkor attended his post graduate theological
studies in the U.K. He is a man most delegates
thought would be an excellent leader taking over
from Rev. Dr. Paul Kofi Fynn. Please pray for
the transition period that is taking five months.

Palm Sunday: In all the Churches members
carried palm branches in various decorations. At
St. John’s Church members marched along the
main road singing and dancing and praising the
Lord. In riding a donkey Jesus indicates that he
comes in humble peace to make us his beloved
ones.

Easter Convention: Our 2018 Easter convention
took place from March 29 — April 1 at St. Luke
Lutheran Church, Bugzunde. As usual there were
series of activities including Bible studies,
dramas, singing and dancing, youth displays,
Bible quizzes, doctrinal quizzes (from
Lutheranism 101 and Luther’s Small Catechism),
reports from various Church groups and the
leadership. The active participation in the
dramas, the Bible studies and the quizzes were
signs that the Holy Spirit was creating faith
growth in the lives of our members. | was
overwhelmed when a young girl during the
doctrinal quizzes explained the difference
between theology of glory and theology of the

cross. The climax of the convention was divine
service where 15 people were baptized and more
than 300 members partaking the Lord’s true body
and blood for the forgiveness of sins and
strengthening of faith.

Translation: Praise the Lord, the following
books have been shipped from Thailand and are
on their way to Ghana: Kusaal — A Child’s
Garden of Bible Stories, Jesus Never Fails tract,
Smalcald Articles, Luther’s Small Catechism
student workbook and teacher’s guide and
Komba A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories. With
great support from Lutheran Heritage
Foundation, more than six books in Kusaal,
Bimoba, Komba and Fante shall be printed this
year (2018). We are most grateful to Lutheran
Heritage Foundation for its wonderful support.
Work on Kusaal 100 Bible Stories is going fast.

Radio Broadcast Program: More and more
people continue to call and ask questions about
who Jesus is that makes Christianity a different
and best religion. Muslims over the years have
asked questions about the divinity of Christ, his
virgin birth, his death and resurrection. When a
question is asked, we quote from the Bible and
that is our answer. The Bible is the source and
norm of our teaching and belief.

Evangelism/Outreach: Nil, but impromptu
evangelism takes place in our daily lives among
Muslims and idol worshipers.

Nsawora Mission work: A five member
delegation from Nsawora, an outreach post in
southern Ghana, attended the 2018 Easter
convention at St. Luke Lutheran Church,
Bugzunde. Witnessing all the activities
especially the doctrinal and Bible quizzes, they
asked that we send someone to be their pastor so
that they also learn more about God. By the end
of April, another visit will be made to strengthen
the brothers and sisters in Nsawora.

Funerals: On Good Friday, Madam Dora Awini
of St. John’s Church died after a long illness.
And on Easter Sunday Madam Awuni Atiiga of
Zuuku Church also died after a long illness.
While the Easter convention was going on we
had to organize to get some of the members to go
and dig the grave and had the burials take place.
The fourth-day service after burial have also



been held. When death occurs, the most
important thing to be done is burial so that the
body does not decompose because there is no
better place to keep the corpse for a long time.
What a good time to preach on death and
resurrection!

Concordia Preparatory School: A debate club
has been formed in the school led by energetic
teacher Melchizedek Apam, Class 4 teacher. On
March 28 the pupils (boys against girls) debated
on the topic, “Technology is doing more harm
than good to human beings.” Their emphasis was
on how technology is helping in the spread of the
gospel. The boys spoke on the negative aspect of
technology and the girls did on the positive part.
The debate took place at a local FM station
(Sunshine). The girls won the debate. Callers
congratulated the kids for their excellent
performance.

New Chapel buildings: The construction works
at Hope Lutheran Church chapel in Zuuku and
Bethel Lutheran Church in Zawse-Sakpanatenga
are a bit slow. But gradually we hope the works
will continue.

Some Testimonies during Easter Convention:
One woman said before she became a Christian
she did not know one Bible verse. She said now
she knows the Ten Commandments, The Lord’s
Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. She said because
she is a baptized child of God, she never asks
anybody to consult soothsayers when she is sick.
She told the gathering ten Bible verses that she
has memorized. She says those verses every day
because she trusts God answers her prayers.
Another woman, Madam Gladys Akum who
gave birth to twins a couple of months ago said,
she had been forced by her parents to seek
protection from the gods because twins are spirit-
children and without her protecting herself the
twins would Kkill her. Madam Gladys has refused
and said she believes Jesus is protecting her and
the children because they are all baptized. She
ended by saying the twins are special gifts from
the Lord and are never spirit-children who should
be feared.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs

1. Praise the Lord for the successful Lenten
season and the just ended Easter convention. The
mid-week services, the Maundy Thursday

service, the Palm Sunday service and the Easter
convention have all been a blessing to many.

2. Praise God for the countless blessings we have
received, and especially forgiveness of sins that
Christ accomplished for us.

3. Praise the Lord for choosing a new president
for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana.
4. Praise the Lord for the continuing assistance
that CCCS LeadaChild gives to schools to
enhance the school’s Christian Education
programs.

5. Praise God for the regular support received
from Ghana Harvest for the weekly radio
program.

6. We thank and praise the Lord for your regular
prayers and support that have enabled us to build
chapels, line wells with cement concrete, visit
Churches, train lay leaders etc. etc.

7. Continue to pray for wisdom and resources for
Lutheran Heritage Foundation as they provide
printed materials for many language groups
throughout the world.

8. Pray that the translation teams in Kusaal,
Komba, Bimoba and Akan faithfully continue to
translate our good doctrinal books into the local
languages.

9. You can learn more about LHF by going to
their website (www.LHFmissions.org).

10. Pray that the women at the Gambaga Witches
Camp continue to put their hope and trust Jesus,
the Savior of the world and the friend of outcasts.
CPS students are making special contributions to
be given to the alleged witches.

11. Pray that funds are provided to build more
classrooms for CPS to accommodate the huge
intake of students.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in need
but has no pity on him, how can the love of God
be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu
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