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Summer Visits 
 

 During the summer months consider inviting me, your pastor, for a visit in your home.  Pastoral 

visitation to member families is a wonderful gift.  It is a whole other side to ministry beyond what is 

observed on Sunday with the pastor leading Divine Service and delivering the sermon.  If the pastor is to 

be a Seelsorger, that is, physician of souls, then he needs to be involved in the lives of the people. 

 The famous Rev. C. F. W. Walther, first President of the LCMS, counsels, “It is [the pastor’s] 

duty to use the first weeks or months [at his new congregation], in part, to visit all families and 

individuals who belong to his parish, in order to get to know them personally.  . . . He should . . . let it be 

known that he bears in his heart the concern of a pastor for every individual soul and that he considers 

the poor and those of lesser status no less than the rich and prominent (James 2:1-9)” (Walther, Pastoral 

Theology, New Haven, p. 55).  I’ve tried to follow this practice at each congregation I have served for 

all who would have me in their homes.   

 One scriptural reference that Walther and others have cited for visits is Acts 20:20: 
 

You yourselves know how I [Paul] lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set 

foot in Asia, serving the Lord will all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me 

through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was 

profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to 

Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 20:18-21).  
 

Of course, pastoral visits should not just be made at the beginning of new call.  They should be 

ongoing.  My professor of pastoral theology, Prof. Richard Warneck, taught my class that we should 

know our people currently.  For instance, the needs of a family with small children will be different in 

just a few years as they grow. 

 In the past I have tried sign-up lists with open dates and times to encourage families to schedule 

a visit.  That has brought very limited success.  Therefore, I just continue to offer and encourage visits 

where and when I can.  If I have not specifically asked you, please invite me.  It would be my privilege 

to sit down with you and discover the unmet spiritual needs of your family. 

 At a pastoral visit you can expect conversation on any topic that you find helpful for the health of 

your family or the church.  You can also expect me to direct you to God’s Word and to pray with you 

and for your needs.  It doesn’t need to be a long visit, and I don’t need any refreshments.  Of course, I 

wouldn’t refuse some tea and a cookie. 

 I just want you to know that I love you, and that I am called by God (through you!) so that you 

don’t have to walk alone in your trials and doubts.  You are part of the body of Christ, and you have a 

pastor. 

 It will bring me great joy to receive your call and invitation:  (615) 646-3150. 

 “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together” (1 

Cor. 12:26). 
      

                                                                                                                        – Pastor Young    



The Church Year 

The Time of The 

Church 
Jesus told His disciples, 

“I am the vine; you are 

the branches. Whoever 

abides in Me and I in 

him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). We are 

each grafted into Jesus and made a branch of the 

Vine by the power of the Spirit in Holy Baptism. 

We stay connected to Jesus, our Vine, by hearing 

the preaching of God’s Word and receiving 

Absolution and the Lord’s Supper. This is how 

our life in Christ grows: by the power of the 

Spirit working in our hearts through Word and 

Sacrament. The Sundays after Pentecost make up 

the longest portion of the Church Year. This is 

the Time of the Church – the time we focus on 

growing together in the life of the Holy Trinity.  
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.11-12) 
 

The Season after Pentecost 
Begins the day after Pentecost. 

Ends with midday prayer on the Saturday before 

the First Sunday in Advent. 
 

The Sundays of this time of the Church Year are 

known as Sunday after Pentecost. Picking up on 

Pentecost as the season of growth, the Sundays 

after Pentecost are often referred to as the Green 

Sundays. It is during this season that the 

Readings focus on the teachings of the Lord for 

the Church. WE hear Jesus teaching His disciples 

and healing the faithful. 
 

Because the Pentecost season is “ordinary,” as 

the Roman Catholic Church identifies it, 

congregations may choose to observe some of 

the lesser festivals of the season. When 

significant saint days or commemorations fall on 

Sundays, worship leaders could highlight these to 

offer teaching moments about the breadth of the 

Church’s life and work. These noteworthy days 

enable the Christian to reflect on how we 

worship “with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven “(Lutheran Service Book: 

Altar Book, p.161). 
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.12) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

For the Month of July 
 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can link 

your Kroger Plus Card to their Community 

Rewards Program online and Redeemer will 

receive a quarterly check. Redeemer has 

elected to place these dollars in the Sanctuary 

Renovation Fund. In fact, we just received a 

check for $63.19. Simple, easy stewardship! 

Contact Redeemer’s office for details on how 

to participate. 
 



Growing In Christ Sunday 

School  

June 2018 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DELIVERED: GOD’S GIFTS OF GRACE 

This summer, your students will explore fourteen 

biblical accounts that teach the biblical truths found 

in the Means of Grace: God’s Word and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. 
 

Pentecost 6 – 7/1 

Ananias Baptizes Saul  Acts 9:10-22 
If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 

In the Bible account “Ananias Baptizes Saul,” 

students will learn how God helps them live as His 

children. Your 

conversation 

about the 

lesson could include, “Why was Ananias 

concerned about going to see Saul? Why is it 

sometimes difficult for you to talk with others about 

your faith in Jesus?” Law I sinfully deny 

Baptism’s ability to change hearts and lives. 

Gospel Through Baptism, I receive complete 

forgiveness and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pentecost 7 – 7/8 

John Tells People to Repent  Matthew 3:1-12 
If we confess our sins, . . . [God] is faithful  

and just to forgive us our sins. 1 John 1:9 

John the Baptist apppears in this week’s Sunday 

School lesson, “John Tells People to Repent.” As 

they study this Bible account, students will learn 

how God wants them to be sorry for their sins and 

seek His forgiveness. Consider these discussion 

questions: “How did John call the people to repent 

of their sins? What was John preparing them for? 

Who calls us to repent?” Law I sinfully see no 

need for repentance. Gospel When I confess my 

sins, I acknowledge that I have offended God by 

failing to fear, love, and 

trust in Him and am 

ready to hear that my 

sins have been removed 

through Jesus’ sacrificial death and resurrection. 
 

Pentecost 8 – 7/15 

Jesus Forgives a Woman  John 8:1-11 
[Jesus says,] “Your sins are forgiven.”  

Mark 2:5 

Parents are encouraged to carefully review this 

week’s Sunday School lesson, “Jesus Forgives a 

Woman.” Students will learn that like Jesus  

 

 

 

forgave the sinful woman, He forgives their sins 

for His sake. As a family, you could discuss, “How 

did Jesus show 

compassion to the sinful 

woman? How does Jesus 

demonstrate His mercy 

and compassion toward 

us?” Law I sin when I ignore Christ’s forgiveness 

and continue in my sin. Gospel Christ forgives me 

completely and strengthens me through the Holy 

Spirit to leave my life of sin. 
 

Pentecost 9 – 7/22 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples  John 20:19-23 
[Jesus says,] “I will give you the keys of  

the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 16:19 

This week’s Sunday School lesson, “Jesus Appears 

to the Disciples,” recounts the Easter story. 

Students will discuss how God speaks through their 

pastor to forgive their sins. Families could discuss, 

“How did Jesus’ appearance on Easter evening 

both encourage and frighten the disciples? Why is 

it sometimes difficult to admit and confess our 

sins?” Law I sin 

when I doubt the 

forgiveness through 

the Church. Gospel 

Christ Himself gives complete forgiveness in the 

words of Absolution spoken by my pastor.  
 

Pentecost 10 – 7/29 

Jesus Teaches about Forgiveness   

Matthew 18:15-20 
There is joy before the angels of God over  

one sinner who repents. Luke 15:10 

“Jesus Teaches 

about 
Forgiveness” is 

the Bible account 

for this week. 

Jesus’ message 

to His followers reminds us how God wants us to 

show love for and forgive those in our church 

family. After Sunday School, you could discuss, 

“What plan for dealing with forgiving others did 

Jesus explain? How can we learn to forgive those 

who have sinned against us?” Law I sinfully seek 

revenge rather than repentance. Gospel God 

promises forgiveness through His Word and 

empowers me to show love for and forgive those in 

my church family. 
 

Take-Home Points 
God helps me live as His child. 

Take-Home Points 
God wants me to be  
sorry for my sins. 

Take-Home Points 
God forgives my sins  
for Jesus’ sake. 

Take-Home Points 
God speaks through my  
pastor to forgive my sins.  

Take-Home Points 
God wants me to show love 
for those in my Church family 
and forgive them. 



THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXI 

Worship of the Saints 
 

Our churches teach that the history of saints may 

be set before us so that we may follow the example 

of their faith and good works, according to our 

calling. For example, the emperor may follow the 

example of David (2 Samuel) in making war to 

drive away the Turk from his country. For both are 

kings. But the Scriptures do not teach that we are to 

call on the saints or to ask the saints for help. 

Scripture sets before us the one Christ as the 

Mediator, Atoning Sacrifice, High Priest, and 

Intercessor [1 Timothy 2:5-6]. He is to be prayed 

to. He has promised that He will hear our prayer 

[John 14:13]. This is the worship that He approves 

above all other worship, that He be called upon in 

all afflictions. “If anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father” (1 John 2:1). 
 

[A Summary Statement] 
 

This then is nearly a complete summary of our 

teaching. As can be seen, there is nothing that 

varies from the Scriptures, or from the Church 

universal, or from the Church of Rome, as known 

from its writers. Since this is the case, those who 

insist that our teachers are to be regarded as 

heretics are judging harshly. There is, however, 

disagreement on certain abuses that have crept into 

the Church without rightful authority. Even here, if 

there are some differences, the bishops should bear 

with us patiently because of the Confession we 

have just reviewed. Even the Church’s canon law is 

not so severe that it demands the same rites 

everywhere. Nor, for that matter, have the rites of 

all churches ever been the same. Although, in large 

part, the ancient rites are diligently observed 

among us. It is a false and hate-filled charge that 

our churches have abolished all the ceremonies 

instituted in ancient times. But the abuses 

connected with the ordinary rites have been a 

common source of complaint. They have been 

corrected to some extent since they could not be 

approved with a good conscience.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

A Review of the Various Abuses That 

Have Been Corrected 
 

Our churches do not dissent from any article of the 

faith held by the Church catholic. They only omit 

some of the newer abuses. They have been 

erroneously accepted through the corruption of the 

times, contrary to the intent of canon law. 

Therefore, we pray that Your Imperial Majesty will 

graciously hear what has been changed and why 

the people are not compelled to observe those 

things that are abuses against their conscience. 

Your Imperial Majesty should not believe those 

who have tried to stir up hatred against us by 

spreading strange lies among the people. They have 

given rise to this controversy by stirring up the 

minds of good people. Now they are trying to 

increase the controversy using the same methods. 

Your Imperial Majesty will undoubtedly find that 

the form of doctrine and ceremonies among us are 

not as intolerable as these ungodly and ill-

intentioned men claim. Besides, the truth cannot be 

gathered from common rumors or the attacks of 

enemies. It can easily be judged that if the churches 

observed ceremonies correctly, their dignity would 

be maintained and reverence and piety would 

increase among the people. 
 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 



 

 
 

LETTERS TO THE SAINTS at 

REDEEMER 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

We have been on the mission field for just over 

four years, and you are a big part of that! The work 

that needs to be done here has costs associated with 

it - rent, visas, work-related travel, etc. And 

because of your generosity, we are able to stay here 

and do the work of proclaiming Christ and helping 

others do the same. 
 

You may have heard that we are transitioning to 

work in Prague, Czech Republic. We have received 

some questions about whether we still need the 

help of people like you as we move to Europe. The 

short answer is, "Yes!" We may be moving 

continents, but the work is essentially the same: 

preaching to a small English-speaking 

congregation that cannot support its own pastor, 

training a man for the office of the ministry, and 

reaching out to a country that is 40% professed 

atheists (the most atheistic country in Europe). The 

work that needs to be done there has costs 

associated with it - rent, visas, work-related travel, 

etc.  
 

There is a lot of work to do. And we praise Jesus 

Christ that He has worked such generosity in your 

heart to fund the work. Please, receive our thanks 

from the bottom of our hearts. And those who have 

been blessed by our work send their thanks as well. 
 

We commend you to Christ, 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

Your Missionaries in Ghana, West Africa ... and 

Beyond! 

   

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it 

runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me." 

- Martin Luther 
 

 

 

  

 

Frances Sanders Chrismons Fund 
A fund in memory of Frances Sanders has 

been established at Redeemer with proceeds 

being used to repair and replace the chrismons 

used on the sanctuary Christmas tree. Frances 

single-handedly crafted the beautiful 

ornaments used each year, and these funds 

will be used to continue the effort in her 

name. 
 

Contributions to the fund may be given to 

Janey Tiesler, Janeen Gregory or Noralee 

Nelson – please make the check payable to 

Redeemer with “Frances Sanders Chrismons 

Fund” written in the memo line. 
 

Anyone wishing to work on the chrismons – 

whether creating new or repairing aging ones 

– should speak to Janey. 



 

 



 

 



 
 
 

July 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 Sixth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 

 

2 
8 AA 

3 4 

 

5 6 7 

8 Seventh 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

9 
8 AA 

10 

 

11 

 

12 13 14 

15 Eighth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

16 
8 AA 

17 
6:30 Council 

18 

 

19 20 21 
9 Church 

Work Day 

22 Ninth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

23 
8 AA 

24 25 

 

26 27 28 

29 Tenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Voters’ Assembly  

LWML Mite 

Collection 

 

30 
8 AA 

31     
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