
 
August 2018 

 

Our Mission Focus 
 

 The adult Bible class just finished an important study of the document “A Theological Statement 

for Mission in the 21st Century.”  It is a paper written by LCMS President Harrison on retaining the 

Church’s focus on mission.  What we learned is that Christ himself is the content of the Gospel that we 

proclaim.  In other words, we hold out and give Christ to humanity according to the Father’s plan.  We 

also learned in the study that the Means of Grace, God’s Word and the Sacraments of Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, deliver Christ and the forgiveness of sins that he won for all through his death and 

resurrection.  By the saving Word of God the Holy Spirit creates faith in order for the sinner to 

appropriate the gifts of Christ and to receive eternal life.  Therefore, the Church’s mission is always 

about the proclamation of Law and Gospel and the right administration of the Sacraments.  Christians 

confess the faith and invite and bring their neighbors into the fellowship of believers where the called 

minister conducts this Word and Sacrament ministry (as Augsburg Confession V and VII make clear). 

 We also learned that we should never be ashamed of our Lutheran identity and certainly not of 

our doctrine.  Rather, we are to make clear that what we believe, teach, and confess (our confession of 

Christ and justification by faith) we will gladly hold fast and stand upon before the throne of God. 

 Lastly, we learned that Lutheran mission leads with the Theology of the Cross in contrast to the 

name-it-and-claim-it, dime-a-dozen, Theology-of-Glory churches.  Our theology is hearty enough to be 

the truth and a true treasure even when the cancer does not disappear and the plague does not end. 

 Additional copies of President Harrison’s statement are available for your study.  Claim one on 

Sunday or call the church office. 

 Because mission is such an important part of our life as a Christian congregation, let me take this 

opportunity to review just a few of the things Redeemer does to help with your evangelism.  The main 

help we provide is in continuing to observe Outreach Sundays on the major festivals, seasons, and 

events of the Church Year (Advent 1, Christmas, Lent 1, Easter, Rally Day, Reformation).  Invitations 

are always included in the bulletins to be handed out.  Additionally, we provide a quality Sunday School 

and Vacation Bible School.  This year we had a number of visiting children at our VBS.  Also, the 

Pastor’s Adult Instruction Class is always ongoing whenever there is a person(s) who is interested.  This 

is the chance for your visitors to ask any and all questions, and there is no obligation to join the 

congregation (but that would be our hope).  Finally, we provide Bibles, catechisms (in multiple 

languages), and other books on basic Lutheran theology to pass along to others free of charge. 

 The Lord of the harvest continue to bless his Church as it carries out his mission. 

      

                                                                                                                        – Pastor Young    
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SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DELIVERED: GOD’S GIFTS OF GRACE 

This summer, your students will explore fourteen 

biblical accounts that teach the biblical truths found 

in the Means of Grace: God’s Word and the 

Sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. 
 

Pentecost 11 – 8/5 

Jesus Gives the Lord’s Supper   
Matthew 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-23 

[Jesus says,] “This is My body. . . . 

 This is My blood.” Matthew 26:26, 28 

The biblical account “Jesus Gives the Lord’s 

Supper” serves as the focus for Sunday School 

today. Participants will learn that Jesus gives His 

true body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

Consider dicussing the lesson further: “Why is it 

important that Jesus established the Lord’s 

Supper? What 

benefits do we 

receive through 

the Lord’s 

Supper?” Law I betray my Lord when I sin. 

Gospel Jesus is the Lamb of God, who takes 

away the sin of the world. With His very body 

and blood, He grants me forgiveness, life, and 

salvation.  
 

Pentecost 12 – 8/12  

The Emmaus Disciples See Jesus   

Luke 24:13-35 
[Jesus says,] “This is My body. . . . This is My blood . . . 

for the forgiveness of sins.” Matthew 26:26, 28 

After meeting someone they thought was a 

stranger along the the road, two disciples have 

their eyes opened in this week’s Sunday School 

lesson, “The Emmaus Disciples See Jesus.” 

Students will continue their discussion of the 

Sacrament of the Altar as they learn that Jesus 

gives the forgiveness of sins in the Lord’s 

Supper. Your discussion could include, “Why is 

it important 

that believers 

who are old 

enough take 

part in Holy 

Communion?” Law I sin when I deny the real 

presence of Christ in the Sacrament of the Altar. 

Gospel Christ is truly present in the Sacrament  

 

 

 

 

 

through His body and blood in, with, and under 

the bread and wine. 
 

Pentecost 13 – 8/19 

Jesus’ Touch Heals   

Matthew 9:20-25; Mark 5:21-43 
Your sins are forgiven. . . . Your faith has  

saved you; go in peace. Luke 7:48, 50 

Students hear about two miraculous events in 

“Jesus’ Touch Heals.” Participants will learn that 

God gives faith to receive His promises in the 

Lord’s Supper. As you discuss the lesson, you 

could ask, “How did the woman demonstrate her 

faith? How does God provide healing for people 

today?” Law I 

sin when I 

doubt God’s 

power to heal 

my body and soul. Gospel Through His Word, 

Jesus gives me faith to believe that He heals all 

my illnesses of body and soul. Because His 

words do what they say, I can trust that I receive 

forgiveness of sins through His Supper. 
 

Pentecost 14 – 8/26 

Jesus Teaches about an Unforgiving Servant  

Matthew 18:21-35 
As the Lord has forgiven you, so you  

also must forgive. Colossians 3:13 

Today’s Sunday School lesson, “Jesus Teaches 

about an Unforgiving Servant,” may be difficult 

for some students to understand. Through this 

parable, we learn that God forgives us and wants 

us to forgive others. As a family, consider 

discussing, “How are we sometimes like the 

unforgiving servant in the parable? How can we 

respond to God’s great gift of forgiveness?” 

Law I sin when I do not forgive others because it 

shows that I do not trust that God forgives me. 

Gospel Jesus gives 

me faith to believe 

in Him and trust that 

He forgives my sins. 

He enables me to 

forgive others. 

 
 

  

Take-Home Points 
Jesus gives His true body and 
blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

Take-Home Points 
Jesus gives the forgiveness of 
sins in the Lord’s Supper. 

Take-Home Points 
God gives faith to receive His 
promises in the Lord’s Supper. 

Take-Home Points 
God forgives me and wants 
me to forgive others. 



THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXII 

Both Kinds in the Sacrament 
 

The laity are given both kinds in the Sacrament 

of the Lord’s Supper because this practice has 

the Lord’s command, “Drink of it, all of you” 

(Matthew 26:27). Christ has clearly commanded 

that all should drink from the cup. 
 

And lest anyone misleadingly say that this refers 

only to priests, in 1 Corinthians 11:127 Paul cites 

an example. From this it appears that the whole 

congregation used both kinds. This practice has 

remained in the Church for a long time. It is not 

known when, or by whom, or by whose 

authority, it was changed. Cardinal Cusanus 

mentions the time when it was approved. 

Cyprian in some places testifies that the blood 

was given to the people. Jerome testifies to the 

same thing when he says, “The priests administer 

the Eucharist and distribute the blood of Christ to 

the people.” Indeed, Pope Gelasius commands 

that the Sacrament not be divided (dist. II., De 

Consecratione, cap. Comperimus). Only a recent 

custom has changed this. 
 

It is clear that any custom introduced against 

God’s commandments is not to be allowed, as 

Church law bears witness (dist. III., cap. 

Veritate, and the following chapters). This 

custom has been received, not only against the 

Scripture, but also against old canon law and the 

example of the Church. Therefore, if anyone 

preferred to use both kinds in the Sacrament, 

they should not have been compelled to do 

otherwise, as an offense against their conscience. 

Because the division of the Sacrament does not 

agree with the ordinance of Christ, it is our 

custom to omit the procession [with the host], 

which has been used before.  
 

Article XXIII 

The Marriage of Priests 
 

Complaints about unchaste priests are common. 

Platina writes that it is for that it is for this reason 

that Pope Pius is reported to have said that 

although there are reasons why marriage was 

taken away from priests, there are far more 

important reasons why it should be given back. 

Since our priests wanted to avoid these open 

scandals, they married wives and taught that it 

was lawful for them to enter into marriage. First, 

because Paul says, “Because of the temptation to 

sexual immorality, each man should have his 

own wife” and “It is better to marry than to be 

aflame with passion” (1 Corinthians 7:2, 9b). 
 

Second, Christ says, “Not everyone can receive 

this saying” (Matthew 19:11), where He teaches 

that not everyone is able to lead a single life. God 

created human beings for procreation (Genesis 

1:28). It is not within a person’s power, without 

God giving a unique gift, to change this creation. 

˂ For it is clear, as many have confessed, that no 

good, honest, chaste life, no Christian, sincere, 

upright conduct has resulted from the attempt to 

lead a single life. Instead, a horrible, fearful 

unrest and torment of conscience has been felt by 

many until the end. ˃ Therefore, those who are 

not able to lead a single life ought to marry. No 

human law, no vow, can destroy God’s 

commandment and ordinance. For these reasons 

the priests teach that it is lawful for them to 

marry wives. 
 

It is clear that in the Ancient Church priests were 

married men. For Paul says, “An overseer must 

be the husband of one wife” (1 Timothy 3:2). 

Four hundred years ago in Germany, for the first 

time, priests were violently forced to lead a 

single life. They offered such resistance that 

when the Archbishop of Mainz was about the 

publish the pope’s decree about celibacy, he was 

almost killed in a riot by enraged priests. This 

matter was handled so harshly that not only was 

marriage forbidden in the future, but existing 

marriages were torn apart, contrary to all laws, 

both divine and human. This was even contrary 

to canon law itself, as made by not only popes, 

but also by the most celebrated synods. 
 

Seeing that man’s nature is gradually growing 

weaker as the world grows older, it is good to be 

on guard to make sure no more vices work their 

way into Germany. 



 

Furthermore, God ordained marriage to be a help 

against human weakness. Canon law itself says 

that the old rigor ought to be relaxed now and 

then, in these latter times, because of human 

weakness. We wish this would also be done in 

this matter. We expect that at some point 

churches will lack pastors if marriage continues 

to be forbidden.  
 

While God’s commandment is in force, and the 

custom of the Church is well known, impure 

celibacy will cause many scandals, adulteries, 

and other crimes that deserve punishment from 

just rulers. In light of all this, it is incredibly 

cruel that the marriage of priests is forbidden. 

God has commanded that marriage be honored. 

Marriage is most highly honored in the laws of 

all well-ordered commonwealths, even among 

the heathen. But now men, even priests, are 

cruelly put to death, contrary to the intent of 

canon law, for no other reason than that they are 

married. Paul, in 1 Timothy 4, says that a 

doctrine of demons forbids marriage (vv. 1-3). 

This is clearly seen by how laws against 

marriage are enforced with such penalties. 
 

Since no human law can destroy God’s 

command, neither can it be done by any vow. So 

Cyprian advises women who do not keep the 

promise they made to remain chaste, that they 

should marry. He says (Book I, Epistle XI), “If 

they are unwilling or unable to persevere, it is 

better for them to marry than to fall into the fire 

by their lusts. They should certainly give no 

offense to their brothers and sisters.” And even 

canon law shows some leniency toward those 

who have taken vows before the proper age, as 

has been the case up to this point. 
 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

For the Month of August 
 

 

 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 



 
 
 

August 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
5 Confirmation 

 

2 3 4 

5 Eleventh 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 

 

6 
8 AA 

7 8 
5 Confirmation 

 

9 10 11 

12 Twelfth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

13 
8 AA 

14 

 

15 

5 Confirmation 

 

16 17 18 
8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast 

19 Thirteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

 

20 
8 AA 

21 
6:30 Council 

22 
5 Confirmation 

 

23 24 25 

26 Fourteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

 

27 
8 AA 

28 
10 Ladies 

Home 
Improvement 

Group 

29 

5 Confirmation 

 

30 31  

 
 
 



One Last Word from Ghana 
 

We wanted to send a full newsletter at the end of June, but we 

have been so busy with moving items as well as visiting 

throughout Ghana that we have been unable to accomplish it. But 

we want you to know what has been happening here in West 

Africa. Please, accept this abbreviated version from us. 
 

 
   The Installation of Rev. Donkoh as ELCG President 

 
We were blessed to travel to Accra for the 
installation of the new president, The Rev. 
John Donkoh, on 1 July at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. 

It was a well-attended event with clergy from 
Uganda, Nigeria, England, and the United 
States. We pray that Pastor Donkoh's vision 
for the future of the ELCG is blessed! 

 
 

 

Saying Our Goodbyes 
We have traveled to each of our training 
areas in order to say goodbye, share with 
them issues of Good News that can serve as 
Bible Studies, and to pray and bless them. 

 
 

The Dagbanli Small Catechism is Here! 
After sixteen months of hard work, we have 
finished the six chief parts of Luther's Small 
Catechism. We have made one copy for 
people who come from other Christian 
churches and one for Muslims. Both declare 
the love of God in Christ! 
  

 
 

 



 

 

We will be visiting these ministries; come up and say hello! 

September 9  Christ the Redeemer, Tulsa, OK 

September 16 Celebration Lutheran, Jacksonville, FL 

September 23 Grace Lutheran, Redford, MI 

September 30 Immanuel Lutheran, Rock Island, IL 

October 7 Grace Lutheran, LeMars, IA 

October 8 Mission Central, Mapleton, IA 

October 9 Zion Lutheran, Dexter, IA 

October 14 St. John Lutheran, Tecumseh, NE 

October 17 St. Peter Lutheran, Deshler, NE 

October 21 Peace Lutheran, Grand Island, NE 

October 21 Kearney Zone LWML Rally (Zion Lutheran) Kearney, NE 

October 28 Grace Lutheran, Jacksonville, FL 

November 7 Holy Trinity Lutheran, Kingsland, GA 

November 11 Martin Luther Chapel, Pennsauken, NJ 

November 14 Luther Memorial, Tinton Falls, NJ 

November 18 Good Shepherd Lutheran, Point Pleasant, NJ 

December 2 Redeemer Lutheran, Nashville, TN 

December 5 Abiding Faith Lutheran, Florence, KY  

 

 
We'll write you next from Prague, Czeck Republic! 
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