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The Small Catechism 
 

 A new year of confirmation instruction has begun for the youth.  It is such a joy to watch the 

students dig into the Catechism in a more in-depth way than what they may have learned at home and in 

the Sunday School openings.  But the Catechism is not just for youth.  Luther famously stated in the 

Large Catechism, which he also penned: 

 

But this I say for myself:  I am also a doctor and a preacher, just as learned and experienced as 

all of them who are so high and mighty.  Nevertheless, each morning, and whenever else I have 

time, I do as a child who is being taught the catechism and I read and recite word for word the 

Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Psalms, etc.  I must still read and study 

the catechism daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the 

catechism – and I also do so gladly (LC, Preface, 7-8). 

 

 Test yourself.  Here are some questions that the confirmation students are currently learning to 

answer: 

 

1. Name the six chief parts of the Catechism. 
 

2. What are the two great doctrines of the Bible? 
 

3. What is the First Commandment and its explanation? 

 

To aid in you in your continual study of the Small Catechism, 

consider purchasing the new edition from Concordia Publishing House.  The 

following overview is from the CPH website: 

 

Written by Martin Luther in 1529, the Small Catechism provides a 

brief, clear summary of God’s Word on the essentials of the 

Christian faith. In question-and-answer format, it explores the Six 

Chief Parts of Christian Doctrine and includes daily prayers, a table 

of duties for Christians in their various callings, and a guide for 

Christians as they prepare to receive Holy Communion. 

An explanation designed to help readers understand and apply 

Luther’s Small Catechism has accompanied editions of the catechism since the early days of 

Lutheranism. The 2017 edition offers an updated and expanded explanation, tackling issues 

prevalent in our culture today. With 374 questions and 1142 Scripture references, the new 

Explanation provides more biblical teaching and devotional aids than ever before. The Bible text 

included in the Explanation is from the English Standard Version (ESV). 

https://www.cph.org/p-32272-luthers-small-catechism-with-explanation-2017-edition.aspx#image-lightbox


What else is new with the updated and expanded Explanation?  

- The Central Thought section guides you through simple Bible study and reflection 

questions 

- A Closer Reading helps you dig deeper into the wording of Luther’s Small Catechism 

- Connections and Applications relates Scripture to important issues in today’s culture 

- Psalms, hymns, and prayers combine Scripture and catechism study with worship for 

devotional use 

- Bible narrative references, expanded notes, and quotes from Martin Luther and the

 Confessions delve into God’s Word 

- Expanded appendix provides helpful articles, reference material, and glossary to aid in 

personal study (www.cph.org). 

 

Enjoy being a lifelong student!     

                                                                                                                        – Pastor Young    
 

 

A CELEBRATION OF JOY! 
 

Nearly sixty thankful and joyful Lutherans gathered among the faithful at Shepherd of the Hills 

Lutheran Church on Sunday, July 29, 2018, for the burning of the mortgage held on their church home 

at 4083 Yager Road, McMinnville, Tennessee.  It was indeed a celebration of joy for Rev. David 

McMinn and his dedicated congregation.  They welcomed Rev. Roger C. Paavola, President of the Mid-

South District, to their celebration, giving thanks to our Lord for providing His servant, Rev. Paavola, to 

guide and support the building of the ministry of Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in McMinnville 

in its early stages and in Rev. Paavola’s continuing service to them as President of the Mid-South 

District. 

 

Rev. McMinn led the Vespers Service in the Lutheran Service Book.  We joyously sang together Psalm 

122, most fittingly the first verse, “I was glad when they said to me, Let us go to the house of the 

LORD.”   Also most fitting for the celebration was the singing of one of our most treasured Lutheran 

hymns, “The Church’s One Foundation.”  Rev. Paavola brought us the joyous Gospel in his sermon on 

John 2:13-22, where Jesus proclaimed His body as God’s temple, though destroyed, raised up in three 

days.  That was followed by another hymn proclaiming the Gospel, “Built on the Rock the Church Shall 

Stand.” 

 

Following the burning of the mortgage at the altar, the confession of the Lord’s Prayer and several 

prayerful collects, Rev. McMinn closed the celebration with the singing of “Jerusalem, My Happy 

Home,” concluding with its final verse, “O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare for that bright home of love, 

that I may see Thee and adore with all Thy saints above.” 

 

Among those in attendance for this celebration of joy were Rev. Gerald Meyer, Rev. Kenneth Shaw, 

Rev. Andrew Smith, and Rev. Philip Young, along with members of Heavenly Host Lutheran Church in 

Cookeville and Redeemer Lutheran Church members Tom and Janey Tiesler and Audrey Marshall, all 

of whom participated in supporting Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at its various locations in its 

spiritual formation and growth and the continuation of its ministry to proclaim the Gospel at its present 

location.  After a delicious meal in their fellowship quarters, we departed as we arrived -- thankful and 

joyful Lutherans gathered to celebrate with joy this milestone in His kingdom! 

 

  Submitted by Audrey Marshall  

http://www.cph.org/


Growing In Christ Sunday 

School  

September 2018 
 

Pentecost 15 – 9/2 
Joseph and His Brothers  Genesis 37 
For those who love God all things work together for good. 

Romans 8:28 

For the next 

few weeks in 

Sunday 

School, the 

children will 

be studying 

true story of 

the life of Joseph. It begins today with the 

account of “Joseph and His Brothers.” Though 

the brothers didn’t know it, God would use their 

treachery to bring about His plan to deliver His 

people and ultimately to deliver us from sin and 

death through Jesus. A family discussion might 

include, “How can hatred and unkind thoughts 

lead to hateful words and actions?” On the 

cross, Jesus saved us from the hurt and harm of 

our own sins and the sins of others. Law Hatred 

ruins relationships and separates me from others and 

from God. Gospel Jesus’ death and resurrection 

restores my relationships with God and others.  
 

Pentecost 16 – 9/9 
Joseph’s Troubles  Genesis 39 
GOD, the Lord, is my strength. Habakkuk 3:19 

The account of 

“Joseph’s 

Troubles” 

continues the study 

of Joseph’s life in 

the Sunday School 

lesson for today. 

God was with 

Joseph; and in 

Christ, God is with us in all the situations of life, 

providing, protecting, and forgiving us. As a 

family, you might discuss, “How do we usually 

react when we are falsely accused of 

wrongdoing? How can we learn to trust Jesus to  

work out all things for our good?” Law I sin 

when I do not want to live out my vocation or forget 

that God is with me in my troubles; these sins, like all 

sin, condemn me to eternal death. Gospel  

 

Nevertheless, God is with me in all my troubles and 

offers me and all who sin His steadfast love and 

mercy for the sake of His Son, Jesus. 
 

 
 

Pentecost 17 – 9/16 
Joseph Feeds Egypt  Gensesis 40—41  
The eyes of all look to You, [O LORD,] and You give them 

their food in due season. Psalm 145:15 

Today in Sunday School, the children will learn 

how “Joseph Feeds Egypt” during a great 

famine. Ask your children, “How do our sins 

cause suffering for both ourselves and others?” 

God sent His Son, Jesus, to save all humanity 

from sin, death, 

and the devil. 

Discuss the 

reality that in 

spite of how 

awful life seems, 

 

For the Month of September 
 

Ushers:  
 
 

Altar Care:  
 

Sunday Morning Refreshments 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 
 

Wedding Anniversary 
 
 

Key Point  Joseph was hated by 

his brothers, who threatened him 

with death and sold him into 

slavery, but he was rescued by 

God. God’s Son, Jesus, was also 

hated and was killed for our sin. 

He is our deliverer from sin, 

death, and the power of the devil.  

Key Point  The Lord was with 

Joseph and, through him, 

saved Joseph’s family and 

others. God promises to be 

with us in every situation, and 

through His Son, Jesus, a 

descendant of Joseph’s 

brother Judah, God saves us 

from our sin. 

Key Point  God used Joseph 

to save His people, all Egypt, 

and other nations from 

famine. He sent His Son, 

Jesus, to save all humanity 

from sin, death, and the devil. 



Jesus is with us through His Word and 

Sacraments, caring for us always. Law My sin 

causes suffering for me and for my neighbor, and I 

cannot take care of it. Gospel In His love, God takes 

care of my needs, both physical and spiritual, 

forgiving all my sins for the sake of Jesus, who 

suffered, died, and rose again for me. 
 

Pentecost 18 – 9/23 
Joseph Forgives  Genesis 42—45; 50:15--21 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 

trouble. Psalm 46:1 

Today in Sunday 

School, the 

children will 

complete their 

study of how God 

worked in Joseph’s life. “Joseph Forgives” and 

reveals himself to his brothers, telling them that 

though they meant evil, God used their acts for 

good. Our Lord Jesus Christ reveals Himself to 

us and forgives us in His Holy Word and 

Sacraments. Families could discuss, “How was 

God with Joseph, blessing him through all that 

happened, the good and the bad? How has God 

turned bad or evil things in your life or world 

into blessings for your good?” Law The sin I 

refuse to confess troubles my conscience and 

separates me from others and from God. Gospel In 

His mercy, God invites me to confess my sins and 

promises to forgive them for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Pentecost 19 – 9/30 
The Birth of Moses  Exodus 1:1—2:10 
God gave us eternal life . . . in His Son. 1 John 5:11 

The Sunday School lesson today begins a series 

of lessons about Moses. Today’s lesson is “The 

Birth of Moses.” 

The children will 

learn that God was 

with Moses, caring 

for him and 

protecting him. 

God saved His people through Moses, who led 

them out of slavery. Family discussions might 

include, “How does God show His love and cares 

for us? How does God deliver us from evil?” 

Law In this world, I am enslaved by the demands of 

Satan. Gospel God’s Son, Jesus, was born to set me 

free from the slavery of sin, death, and the devil. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 

Consecration 

Sunday 
 

October 14 

Please make note of the date and mark your 

calendar. You may also want to note that the 

meal will be provided.  

THIS IS NOT A POTLUCK! 
 

Reservations will be taken on  

Sep. 30 & Oct. 7. 
 

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the 

biblical teaching of the need of the giver to 

give, rather than on the need of the Church to 

receive. Continually receiving forgiveness of 

sins in Jesus Christ, as well as daily bread, the 

Christian turns to offer thanksgiving to God 

for all things.  
 

We give Thee but Thine own, 

Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

May we Thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

To Thee our firstfruits give! 
 

LSB 781 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

Key Point  Joseph revealed 

himself to his brothers and 

forgave them. Our Lord Jesus 

Christ reveals Himself to us 

and forgives us in His Holy 

Word and Sacrament.  

Key Point  Through 

Moses, the Lord saved His 

people from slavery in 

Egypt. Through Christ, God 

saves all people from the 

bondage of sin and death.  



Getting to Know First-Year Student 

Jonah Domenichelli  

Seminarian Domenichelli is being 

supported by Redeemer Lutheran. He is 

currently serving a vicarage in Ft. Wayne, 

IN. 

 

 
 

What’s your background? 

I was born in California and attended grade 

school through high school in the East Bay area 

of northern California. I attended Bellevue 

University, Bellevue, Nebraska, and hold a 

Bachelor of Science in Criminal Investigations. I 

also hold an associate degree in Fire Science as 

well as Criminal Justice through Community 

College of the Air Force. Upon joining the Air 

Force in 1996, I became a professional fire 

fighter and that was my vocation for the 

following six years. I married my wife, Renee, in 

1997. Renee and I have been blessed with four 

children: Gabriel, Isabella, Abigail and Isaiah. 
 

In 2001, following the attack of 9/11, I was 

recruited into a federal agency and spent the next 

13 years conducting counter-

intelligence/counter-espionage, felony-level 

criminal investigations, and planning and serving 

in protective service operations. After three tours 

to Iraq and one tour in Afghanistan, I retired 

from the Air Force after 20 years of faithful 

service. 

 

Who influenced you to study to become a 

pastor? 

The Rev. Randal Ehrichs and the Rev. Michael 

Meisner both influenced and encouraged me to 

study to become a pastor. Rev. Ehrichs 

recommended that I attend Concordia 

Theological Seminary (CTSFW), Fort Wayne. 

My former career(s) exposed me to a lot of hurt, 

hopelessness and despair in life. I have seen lives 

wrecked by death, tragic situations and other 

cultures all in need of the truth—the Gospel 

truth. I applied to seminary so that I could 

proclaim Christ and Him crucified for the 

forgiveness of sins to the faithful, the needful, 

the hurting and the destitute. We must constantly 

be reminded of God’s love in Christ, that we 

have forgiveness and eternal life in Him who 

gave His life on our behalf. This is why I came to 

Fort Wayne, to become a faithful pastor and 

preach and teach God’s Word. 

 

What do you think laypeople would find most 

surprising about the seminary experience? 

I think neither our academics nor our daily 

chapel attendance would surprise laypeople. 

Rather, I believe what laypeople would find most 

surprising is the confessional Lutheran faith we 

uphold and the fellowship we have with one 

another at CTSFW. That is not to say that we get 

along perfectly or that we all agree on the 

nuances of Lutheranism, rather that we are 

doctrinally sound, here to fight the good fight of 

faith and stand firm together in Word and 

Sacrament. This is not some arbitrary notion but 

our mainstay, our way of life and our identity at 

CTSFW. Compared to the world around us, 

CTSFW has remained a confessional Lutheran 

campus, and this would be a surprise when it 

seems the rest of the world would much rather be 

wrapped in a blanket of moral relativity, social 

tolerance and lukewarm Christian doctrine. 

 

How would you encourage someone who is 

considering studying to become a pastor? 

I would tell him first and foremost this is the 

right place to go. I would highlight all that 

CTSFW has to offer, the high quality academics, 

the fellowship and the family support we have 

here. I would also mention that formation to 

become a pastor is more rigorous than the 

academics themselves. I would advise him of 

Luther’s words, Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio. I 

would tell him that fierce and real temptations 

exist here also, all of which try to pull you away 



from what you’re doing and stand in the way of 

your formation. However, I would remind him as 

St. Paul reminds us in Romans 8, “in all these 

things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us,” and, “If God is for us, then who 

can be against us?” 

 

The theme for this issue is “Excellence at 

CTSFW.” What does that mean to you? 

This world needs the Gospel. CTSFW stands 

firm to foster the renewing of one’s mind in 

Christ Jesus so that both pastors and deaconesses 

can go out into the world, teach the faithful, 

reach the lost and care for all those in need of 

hearing Christ and Him crucified. This is 

excellence. This is formation at CTSFW. 
 

 

Article from: For the Life of the World, 
CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, FORT 

WAYNE  

Summer 2017, Volume Twenty One, Number Two pp.14-

15 

 

 

 

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXIV 

The Mass 
 

Our churches are falsely accused of abolishing 

the Mass. The Mass is held among us and 

celebrated with the highest reverence. Nearly all 

the usual ceremonies are also preserved, except 

that the parts sung in Latin are interspersed here 

and there with German hymns. These have been 

added to teach the people. For ceremonies are 

needed for this reason alone, that the uneducated 

be taught ˂ what they need to know about Christ 

˃. Not only has Paul commanded that a language 

understood by the people be used in church (1 

Corinthians 14:2, 9), but human law has also 

commanded it. All those able to do so partake of 

the Sacrament together. This also increases the 

reverence and devotion of public worship. No 

one is admitted to the Sacrament without first 

being examined. The people are also advised 

about the dignity and use of the Sacrament, about 

how it bring great consolation to anxious 

consciences, so that they too may learn to believe 

God and to expect and ask from Him all that is 

good. This worship pleases God [Colossians 1:9-

10]. Such use of the Sacrament nourishes true 

devotion toward God. Therefore, it does not 

appear that the Mass is more devoutly celebrated 

among our adversaries than among us. 
 

It is clear that for a long time the most public and 

serious complaint among all good people is that 

the Mass has been made base and profane by 

using it to gain filthy wealth [1 Timothy 3:3]. 

Everyone knows how great this abuse is in all the 

churches. They know what sort of men say 

Masses for a fee or an income, and how many 

celebrate these Masses contrary to canon law. 

Paul severely threaten those who use the 

Eucharist in an unworthy manner, “Whoever eats 

the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 

unworthy manner will be guilty of profaning the 

body and blood of the Lord (1 Corinthians 

11:27). Therefore, when our priests were warned 

about this sin, private Masses were discontinued 

among us, since hardly any private Masses were 

celebrated except for the sake of filthy gain.  
 

The bishops were not ignorant of these abuses. If 

they had corrected them in time, there would 

now be less discord. But until now they have 

been responsible for many corruptions seeping 

into the Church. Now, when it is too late, they 

begin to complain about the Church’s troubles. 

This disturbance has been caused simply by 

those abuses that were so open that they could no 

longer be tolerated. There have been great 

disagreements about the Mass, that is, the 

Sacrament. Perhaps the world is being punished 

for profaning the Mass for such a long time and 

for tolerating this in the churches for so many 

centuries by the very men who were both able 

and duty-bound to correct this situation. It is 

written in the Ten Commandments, “The LORD 

will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in 

vain” (Exodus 20:7). But since the world began, 

nothing that God ever ordained seems to have 

been so abused for filthy wealth and the Mass.  
 

An opinion was added that infinitely increased 

private Masses. It states that Christ, by His 

passion, made satisfaction for original sin and 



instituted the Mass as an offering for daily sins, 

both venial and mortal. From this opinion has 

arisen the common belief that the Mass takes 

away the sins of the living and the dead simply 

by performing the outward act. Then they began 

to argue about whether one Mass said for many 

is worth as much as special Masses for 

individuals. This resulted in an infinite number 

of Masses. ˂ With this work, people wanted to 

obtain from God all that they needed, and in the 

meantime, trust in Christ and true worship were 

forgotten ˃. 
 

Our teachers have warned that these opinions 

depart from the Holy Scripture and diminish the 

glory of the passion of Christ. For Christ’s 

passion was and offering and satisfaction, not 

only for original guilt, but also for all other sins, 

as it is written, “We have been sanctified through 

the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 

all” (Hebrews 10:10). ˂ It is an unheard-of 

innovation in the Church to teach that by His 

death Christ has made satisfaction only for 

original sin and not for all other sin. So it is 

hoped that everybody will understand that this 

error has been rebuked for good reason. ˃ 
 

Scripture teaches that we are justified before 

God, through faith in Christ, when we believe 

that our sins are forgiven for Christ’s sake. Now 

if the Mass takes away the sins of the living and 

the dead simply by performing it, justification 

comes by doing Masses, and not of faith. 

Scripture does not allow this. 
 

But Christ commands us, “Do this in 

remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19). Therefore, 

the Mass was instituted so that those who use the 

Sacrament should remember, in faith, the 

benefits they receive through Christ and how 

their anxious consciences are cheered and 

comforted. To remember Christ is to remember 

His benefits. It means to realize that they are 

truly offered to us. It is not enough only to 

remember history. (The Jewish people and the 

ungodly also remember this.) Therefore, the 

Mass is to be used for administering the 

Sacrament to those that need consolation. 

Ambrose says, “Because I always sin, I always 

need to take the medicine.” 
 

Because the Mass is for the purpose of giving the 

Sacrament, we have Communion every holy day, 

and if anyone desires the Sacrament, we also 

offer it on other days, when it is given to all who 

ask for it. This custom is not new in the Church. 

The Fathers before Gregory make no mention of 

any private Mass, but they speak a lot about the 

common Mass, ˂ Communion ˃. Chrysostom 

says “that the priest stands daily at the altar, 

inviting some to the Communion and keeping 

back others.” It appears from the ancient council 

decisions that one person celebrated the Mass 

from whom all the other presbyters and deacons 

received the body of the Lord. The records of the 

decisions of the Council of Nicaea state, “Let the 

deacons, according to their order, receive the 

Holy Communion after the presbyters, from the 

bishop or from a presbyter.” Paul, in 1 

Corinthians 11:33, has this command in regard to 

Communion: “wait for one another” so that there 

may be a common participation. 
 

Therefore, since the Mass among us follows the 

example of the Church, taken from the Scripture 

and the Fathers, we are confident that it cannot 

be disapproved. This is especially so because we 

keep the public ceremonies, which are for the 

most part similar to those previously in use. Only 

the number of Masses differs. Without a doubt, 

these might be reduced in a helpful way, because 

of very great and clear abuses. For in older times, 

the Mass was not celebrated every day, as the 

Tripartite History (Book 9, chap.33) testifies, “In 

Alexandria, every Wednesday and Friday the 

Scriptures are read, and the doctors expound 

them, and all things are done, except the solemn 

rite of Communion.” 
 

 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040. 

 

 

  



 
 

September 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 Fifteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service  

Door Offering 

Choir 

 

3 
8 AA 

4 

 

5 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

6 7 8 

9 Sixteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 

 

10 
8 AA 

11 12 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

13 14 15 
8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast 

16 Seventeenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 

 

17 
8 AA 

18 
6:30 Council 

19 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

20 21 22 

23 Eighteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 

 

24 
8 AA 

25 
10 Ladies 

Home 
Improvement 

Group 

26 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

27 28 29 

30 Nineteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Choir 
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