
 
November 2018 

 

For All the Saints 
  

 In one week’s time we have moved from Reformation Day (observed) to All Saints’ Day 

(observed).  The Last Sunday of October is a celebration of the Reformation, and on the first Sunday of 

November we remember the saints in heaven who have gone before us.  What is perhaps the most 

intriguing link between the two Sundays is the movement from the Church Militant to the Church 

Triumphant.  This is the progression for all God’s people. 

 The Church Militant is the Church on earth fighting the good fight of faith with the Word of God 

(Eph. 6:17).  The Church Triumphant is the “ecclesiastical [Church] term denoting the members of the 

Church who enjoy bliss of union with Christ in the hereafter” (cyclopedia.lcms.org).  

 The appointed Hymns for the Day for the two Sundays highlight the different states in the One 

Church.  In “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,” we are firmly set in the struggle of this world even as the 

victory is secure: 

 

 Though devils all the world should fill,  
All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce 

as he will, He can harm us none. 

He’s judged; the deed is done; One lit- 

tle word can fell him. 
 

The Word they still shall let remain 

Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, Goods, fame, 

child, and wife, Though these all be gone, 

Our vict’ry has been won; The King- 

dom ours remaineth (LSB 656:3, 4). 
 

Notice the battle imagery and the persecutions in this 

life. 

 The Hymn of the Day for All Saint’s Day sets 

our gaze on the believers who have gone before us and 

what remains after the fight: 
 

 

 



 For all the all saints who from their labors rest, 

 Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, Thy 

 name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 

 We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; Yet 

 all are one in Thee, for all are Thine 

 Alleluia!  Alleluia! (LSB 677:1, 4) 
 

Notice the difference between the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant.  “We feebly struggle” 

(Church Militant); “They in glory shine” ( Church Triumphant).  Yet we remain one in Christ, and 

“we” are being brought to where “they” rest. 

 This All Saints’ Day, then, may we rejoice in the progression of the Church Year and the 

progression of all believers to not only the Church Triumphant in heaven but the final gathering the 

Church on the Last Day.  May the Lord keep before us his Word of promise given through Saint Paul:  

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there is laid up 

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, 

and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing” (2 Tim. 4:7-8). 
 

                                                                                                                           – Pastor Young    
 

 

Growing In Christ Sunday 

School  

November 2018 
 

All Saints’ Day – 11/4 
God Provides Manna, Water, and Quail  
Exodus 16—17  
Then you shall 

know that I am the 

LORD your God. 

Exodus 16:12 
“God Provides 

Manna, Water, 

and Quail” is the 

Sunday School lesson for today. Just as God 

provided manna, water, and quail for the hungry 

and complaining Israelites to preserve them, in 

Christ, God feeds us with the manna of His Word 

and the water of forgiveness, satisfying our 

eternal hunger and quenching our eternal thirst. 

Consider discussing, “How does sin cause us to 

be lost and hungry and thirsty for what we 

cannot have?” Talk about Jesus, the bread of life 

and the living water, and how He satisfies our 

spiritual hunger and thirst. Law My attempts to 

satisfy myself with all good things cannot fill the 

void that sin creates in my life. Gospel Christ—

by His suffering, death, and resurrection—fills 

me to  

 

 

 

 

 

overflowing with His life-giving grace and 

mercy.  
 

Pentecost 25 – 11/11 
The Ten Commandments  Exodus 19:1—20:21 
The law was given 

through Moses; grace 

and truth came through 

Jesus Christ. John 1:17 
The account of God 

giving “The Ten 

Commandments” to 

Moses is today’s 

Sunday School lesson. The children will learn 

that the law was given through Moses but grace 

and truth came through Jesus Christ. Talk about 

God’s laws and how they guide us and show us 

our sin when we cannot keep them. Ask your 

children, “Who kept the Law perfectly for us?” 

Though we sin much, daily we have God’s 

forgiveness because of Christ, His Son. Law The 

Ten Commandments define God’s Law. Gospel 

Jesus, through His Incarnation and by His 

suffering and death for my sins, defines God’s 

love and mercy toward me. 
 

 

Key Point  In Christ, God 

feeds us with the manna of 

His Word and the water of 

His forgiveness, satisfying 

our eternal hunger and 

quenching our spiritual thirst.  

Key Point  The Law 

kills, but the Gospel 

revives. “For the law was 

given through Moses; 

grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ” 

(John 1:17). 



 

 

 

Pentecost 26 – 11/18 
Worship in the 
Tabernacle  Exodus 
40 
Oh give thanks to the 

LORD, for He is good. 

Psalm 107:1 
Today in Sunday 

School, students will 

study “Worship in 

the Tabernacle.” In 

the tabernacle, God 

dwelled with His 

people, cleansing 

them and making 

them holy through the blood of sacrifices. In 

Christ, God now dwells among us, cleansing us 

and making us holy through His blood, sacrificed 

for us on the cross. Ask students, “Why did God 

direct the people to build the tabernacle? Where 

do we worship God today?” Law My sin makes 

me unholy and separates me from God; I am 

unworthy to stand in His presence. Gospel God 

cleanses me, makes me holy, and dwells in me 

through the once-for-all sacrifice of Christ.  
 

 

Last Sunday of the Church Year – 11/11 
The Bronze Serpent  Numbers 21:4—9 
As Moses lifted up the 

serpent . . . , so must 

the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that 

whoever believes in 

Him may have 

eternal life. John 

3:14–15 
Today’s Sunday 

School lesson, 

“The Bronze Serpent,” is one of the more 

challenging stories in the Old Testament. Just as 

the bronze serpent was lifted up to heal and save 

the Israelites, Christ was lifted up on the cross to 

heal and save us from sin, death, and the devil. 

Ask students, “How did God rescue people bitten 

by the serpent? How does God rescue you?” 

Law Bitten and poisoned by sin and death, I 

complain when life is not what I want. Gospel 

God calls me to repentance and points me to 

Christ, who heals me by His death and 

resurrection.  
 

 

 
 

 
Thanks to all of the youth who attended our 

fall fest hosted by Pastor & Amy Young on 

October 21! We had a great time getting to 

know one another, carving pumpkins, and 

enjoying hot drinks by the bonfire. Our 

November event will a service project in the 

community--details coming soon! 

 

For the Month of November 
 

 

Key Point  In the 

tabernacle, God 

dwelled with His 

people, cleansing 

them and making 

them holy through the 

blood of sacrifices. In 

Christ, God now 

dwells among us, 

cleansing us and 

making us holy 

through Jesus’ blood, 

shed for us on the 

cross. 

Key Point  As the 

bronze serpent was lifted 

up to heal and save the 

Israelites from the 

snakes, so Christ was 

lifted up on the cross to 

heal and save us from 

sin, death, and the devil. 



THE TIME OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus told His disciples, “I am the vine; you are 

the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I in 

him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from 

Me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). We are 

each grafted into Jesus and made a branch of the 

Vine by the power of the Spirit in Holy Baptism. 

We stay connected to Jesus, our Vine, by hearing 

the preaching of God’s Word and receiving 

Absolution and the Lord’s Supper. This is how 

our life in Christ grows: by the power of the 

Spirit working in our hearts through Word and 

Sacrament. The Sundays after Pentecost make up 

the longest portion of the Church Year. This is 

the Time of the Church – the time we focus on 

growing together in the life of the Holy Trinity.  
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.11-12) 

 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 
The Church Year began with Advent and the 

joyful hope and expectation of Jesus’ coming to 

save the world through His incarnation. On the 

Last Sunday after Pentecost, the Church gives 

voice to the joyful hope of the second coming of 

Jesus for the resurrection of the dead and the last 

judgment. The end-times focus of the Last 

Sunday of the Church Year bears themes of hope 

and preparation that are similar to those of 

Advent, which soon follows.  
 

This liturgical calendar was essentially complete 

by the end of the sixth century, though it 

continues to be transmuted through additions and 

emphases. 
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.12) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

FESTIVALS AND 

COMMEMORATIONS 
Taken from Treasury of Daily Prayer (CPH 2008), p.13. 
 

The long tradition of the Church seen in the 

church Year calendar provides an additional 

resource for worship, prayer, and piety in the 

form of saint days and other appropriate holy 

days. In addition to the three festival seasons of 

Easter, Pentecost, and Epiphany, a tradition 

began among early Christians of recalling the 

anniversaries of local martyrs. Congregations 

would each have a roll of those who had suffered 

and died for the faith. These would be honored, 

with their names read at commemorative services 

on the days of their martyrdom. These dates were 

often called the martyr’s birthday into eternity. 
 

A better term for recognizing the contributions of 

these faithful early Christian believers is the 

commemoration of the saints. A calendar of 

commemorations is valuable to the Christian as a 

way of encouraging people to examine the 

personal stories of certain women and men to 

learn of the richness and the potential of human 

life lived by the grace of God in Jesus Christ – 

people whose common denominator is simply 

that the grace of God worked mightily within 

them.  
 

Martin Luther sought to reform the Church’s 

liturgical and sanctoral calendar, especially the 

excesses that had crept into the commemoration 

of saints. While eliminating the festivals and 

commemorations that were most distant from 

Christ’s life and work, Luther continued to 

emphasize why Christians should continue to 

recall the saints: because they are excellent 

models for faith and life, and concrete examples 

of following Christ. Such commemorations, then, 

draw together our memories so that we can 

express our thanks to God for His gracious Spirit, 

as well as receive encouragement in our own 

activities. Lutherans have continued to celebrate 

the faith of some who have joined the Church 

Triumphant. November 1, All Saints’ Day, is 

central for Lutherans in this regard. The variety 

Check out the Silent Auction 

Beneficiaries on the web: 

https://ghanaharvest.org/ 

www.lutheransforlife.org 

www.hopeclinicforwomen.org  

https://ghanaharvest.org/
http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
http://www.hopeclinicforwomen.org/


of festivals and commemorations on the present 

calendar is astounding.  

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXVII 

Monastic Vows 
 

It will be easier to understand what we teach 

about monastic vows by considering the state 

of the monasteries and how many things were 

done every day contrary to canon law. In 

Augustine’s time they were free associations. 

Later, when discipline was corrupted, vows 

were added for the purpose of restoring 

discipline, as in a carefully planned prison. 

Gradually, many other regulations were added 

besides vows. These binding rules were laid 

upon many before the lawful age, contrary to 

canon law.  
 

Many entered monastic life through 

ignorance. They were not able to judge their 

own strength, though they were old enough. 

They were trapped and compelled to remain, 

even though some could have been freed by 

the kind of provision of canon law. This was 

more the case in convents of women than of 

monks, although consideration should have 

been shown the weaker sex [1 Peter 3:7]. This 

rigor displeased many good people before this 

time, who saw that young men and women 

were thrown into convents for a living. They 

saw what unfortunate results came of this 

procedure, how it created scandals, and what 

snares were cast upon consciences! They were 

sad that the authority of canon law in so great 

a matter was utterly set aside and despised. In 

addition to all these evil things, a view of 

vows was added that displeased even the more 

considerate monks. They taught that monastic 

vows were equal to Baptism. They taught that 

a monastic life merited forgiveness of sins and 

justification before God. Yes, they even added 

that the monastic life not only merited 

righteousness before God, but even greater 

merit, since it was said that the monastic life 

not only kept God’s basic law, but also the so-

called “evangelical counsels.” 
 

So they made people believe that the 

profession of monasticism was far better than 

Baptism, and that the monastic life was more 

meritorious than that of rulers, pastors, and 

others, who serve in their calling according to 

God’s commands, without any manmade 

services. None of these things can be denied. 

This is all found in their own books about 

monasticism. 
 

How did all this come about in monasteries? 

At one time they were schools of theology and 

other branches of learning, producing pastors 

and bishops for the benefit of the Church. 

Now it is another thing. It is needles to go 

over what everyone knows. Before, they came 

together for the sake of learning, now they 

claim that monasticism is a lifestyle instituted 

to merit grace and righteousness. They even 

preach that it is a state of perfection! They put 

monasticism far above all other kinds of life 

ordained by God. We have mentioned all 

these things without hateful exaggeration so 

that our teachers’ doctrine on monasticism 

may be better understood.  
 

First, concerning monks who marry, our 

teachers say that it is lawful for anyone who is 

not suited for the single life to enter into 

marriage. Monastic vows cannot destroy what 

God has commanded and ordained. God’s 

commandment is this, “Because of the 

temptation to sexual immorality, each man 

should have his own wife” (1 Corinthians 

7:2). It is not just a command given by God. 

God has created and ordained marriage for 

those who are not given an exception to 

natural order by God’s special work. This is 

what is taught according to the text in Genesis 

2:18, “It is not good that the man should be 

alone.” Therefore, those who obey this 

command and ordinance of God do not sin.  
 

What objection can be raised to this? Let 

people praise the obligation of a monastic vow 

as much as they want, but they will never be 

able to destroy God’s commandment by 

means of a monastic vow. Canon law teaches 

that superiors can make exceptions to 



monastic vows; how much less are such 

monastic vows in force that are contrary to 

God’s commandments! 
 

If, in fact, an obligation to a monastic vow 

could never be changed for any reason, the 

Roman popes could never have granted 

exceptions to the vows. For it is not lawful for 

someone to make an exception to what is truly 

from God. The Roman pontiffs have wisely 

judged that mercy is to be observed in these 

monastic obligations. That is why we read that 

many times they have made special 

arrangements and exceptions with monastic 

vows. The case of the King of Aragon, who 

was called back from the monastery, is well 

known, and there are also examples in our 

own times.  
 

In the second place, why do our adversaries 

exaggerate the obligation of effect of a vow 

when, at the same time, they do not have 

anything to say about the nature of the vow 

itself? A vow should be something that is 

possible; it should be a decision that is made 

freely and after careful deliberation. We all 

know how possible perpetual chastity actually 

is in reality, and just how few people actually 

do take this vow freely and deliberately! 

Young women and men, before they are able 

to make their own decision about this, are 

persuaded, and sometimes even forced, to take 

the vow of chastity. Therefore, it is not fair to 

insist so rigorously on the obligation. 

Everyone knows that taking a vow that is not 

made freely and deliberately is against the 

very nature of a true vow.  
 

Most canonical laws overturn vows made 

before the age of fifteen. Before that age a 

person does not seem able to make a wise 

judgement and to decide to make a lifelong 

commitment like this. There is another canon 

law that adds even more years to this limit, 

showing that the vow of chastity should not be 

made before the age of eighteen. So which of 

these tow canon laws should we follow? Most 

people leaving the monastery have a valid 

excuse, since they took their vows before they 

were fifteen of eighteen. 
 

Finally, even though it might be possible to 

condemn a person who breaks a vow, it does 

not follow that it is right to dissolve such a 

person’s marriage. Augustine denies that they 

ought to be dissolved (XXVII. Quaest. I, Cap. 

Nuptiarum). Augustine’s authority should not 

be taken lightly, even though some wish to do 

so today.  
 

Although it appears that God’s command 

about marriage delivers many from their 

vows, our teachers introduce another 

argument about vows to show that they are 

void. Every service of God, established and 

chosen by people to merit justification and 

grace, without God’s commandment, is 

wicked. For Christ says in Matthew 15:9, “In 

vain do they worship Me, teaching as 

doctrines the commandments of men.” Paul 

teaches everywhere that righteousness is not 

to be sought in self-chosen practices and acts 

of worship, devised by people. Righteousness 

comes by faith to those who believe that they 

are received by God into grace for Christ’s 

sake.  
 

It is clear for all to see that the monks have 

taught that services made up by people make 

satisfaction for sins and merit grace and 

justification. What else is this than detracting 

from Christ’s glory and hiding and denying the 

righteousness that comes through faith? 

Therefore, it follows that monastic vows, which 

have been widely taken, are wicked services of 

God and, consequently, are void. For a wicked 

vow, taken against God’s commandment, is not 

valid; for 9as the Canon says) no vow ought to 

bind people to wickedness. 
 

Paul says, “You are severed from Christ, you 

who would be justified by the law; you have 

fallen away from grace” (Galatians 5:4). 

Therefore, anyone wanting to be justified by his 

vows makes Christ useless and falls from grace. 

Anyone who tries to connect justification to 

monastic vows bases his justification on his own 

works, which properly belongs to Christ’s glory.  



 

It cannot be denied that the monks have taught 

that they were justified and merited forgiveness 

of sins by means of their vows and observances, 

indeed, they even invented greater absurdities, 

saying that they could give others a share in their 

works. If anyone wanted to make more of this 

point, to make our opponents look even worse, 

even more things could be mentioned, thigs that 

even the monks are ashamed of now. And on top 

of all this, the monks persuaded people that the 

services that they invented were a state of 

Christian perfection. What else is this other than 

assigning our justification to works? It is no light 

offense in the Church to set before the people a 

service invented by people, without God’s 

commandment, and then to teach them that such 

service justifies. For the righteousness of faith, 

which ought to be the highest teaching in the 

Church, is hidden when these “wonderful” and 

“angelic” forms of worship, with their show of 

poverty, humility, and celibacy, are put in front 

of people. 
 

God’s precepts, and God’s true service, are 

hidden when people hear that only monks are in 

a state of perfection. True Christian perfection is 

to fear God from the heart, to have great faith, 

and to trust that for Christ’s sake we have a God 

who has been reconciled [2 Corinthians 5:18-19]. 

It means to ask for and expect from God His help 

in all things with confident assurance that we are 

to live according ot our calling in life, being 

diligent in outward good works, serving in our 

calling. This is where true perfection and true 

service of God is to be found. It does not consist 

in celibacy or in begging or in degrading clothes. 

The people come up with all sorts of harmful 

opinions based on the false praise of monastic 

life. They hear celibacy praised without measure 

and feel guilty about living in marriage. They 

hear that only beggars are perfect, and so they 

keep heir possessions and do business with guilty 

consciences. They hear that it is an even higher 

work, a Gospel-counsel, not to seek revenge. So 

some in private life are afraid to take revenge, for 

they hear that it is but a counsel and not a 

commandment. Others come to the conclusion 

that a Christian cannot rightly hold a civil office 

or be a ruler. 
 

There are on record example of men who hid 

themselves in monasteries because they wanted 

to forsake marriage and participation in society. 

They called this fleeing from the world, and said 

they were seeking a kind of life that would be 

more pleasing to God. They did not realize that 

God ought to be served according to the 

commandments that He Himself has given, not in 

commandments made up by people. Only a life 

that has God’s commandment is good and 

perfect. It is necessary to teach the people about 

these things.  
 

Before our times, Gerson rebukes the mons’ 

error about perfection. He testifies that in his day 

it was a new saying that the monastic life is a 

state of perfection. So many wicked opinions are 

inherent in monastic vows—that they justify, that 

they cause Christian perfection, that they make it 

possible to keep the counsels and 

commandments, that they are works over and 

above God’s commandments. All these things 

are false and empty. They make monastic vows 

null and void. 
 

 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040 
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Dear Saints of Redeemer Lutheran, 

 
 



 

November 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

All Saints’ 

Day 

 

2 3 

4 All Saints’ Day 

(observed) 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Door Offering 

Choir 

4-6pm Renovation 

Celebration  
Daylight Saving 

Time Ends – 2am  
 

5 
8 AA 

6 7 
10 Bible Study 

 

8 
5 Confirmation 

 

9 10 

11 Twenty-fifth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Choir 
 

12 
8 AA 

13 
6:30 Council 

14 
10 Bible Study 

 

15 
5 Confirmation 

 

16 17 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

 

18 Twenty-sixth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Presentation of 

Budget & Council 

Slate 

Choir 

Silent Auction 

Closes – Pot-luck  
 

19 
8 AA 

20 

 

21 
7 Thanksgiving 

Service 

22 
 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

23 24 

25 Last Sunday 

of the Church 

Year 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Choir 
 

26 
8 AA 

27 
10 Ladies 

Home 

Improvement 
Group 

28 
10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

29 30 
6:30 Church 

Work Day – 

Decorating 
for 

Christmas 

Season 
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