
 
December 2018 

 

The King Shall Come 
 

 The Advent hymn reminds us, “The King shall come when morning dawns And light  

triumphant breaks, When beauty gilds the eastern hills And life to joy awakes” (LSB 348:1).  The King 

who has come will come again but in different way:  “Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and 

die, But crowned with glory like the sun That lights the morning sky” (LSB 348:2). 

    Another Advent hymn puts it this way: 

 

 Once He came in blessing, All our sins re- 

 dressing; Came in likeness lowly, 

 Son of God most holy; Bore the cross to 

 save us; Hope and freedom gave us. 

 

 Soon will come that hour – When with mighty 

 power Christ will come in splendor 

 And will judgment render, With the faithful 

 sharing Joy beyond comparing (LSB 333:1, 3). 

 

 Who is this King?  For whom is he King?  What authority does he have?  Why did he come?  

Why does he come again?  For whom does he come?  Come and hear at midweek services! 

 The midweek Advent service schedule is as follows: 

 

The King Shall Come 
 

Wed., December 5 –  King of the Jews  

Text:  Jer. 23:5-6; Matt. 2:1-6; John 18:33-38; 19:16b-22 

 

 Wed., December 12 – King of Kings  

Text:   Is. 49:1-7; Rev. 1:4-7; 19:11-16 

 

 Wed., December 19 – King of Angels  

Text:   Lk. 2:8-14; Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43; 26:47-56    

 

 Services are at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.  After the 

last midweek service on December 19, Amy and I will again be hosting the congregation for a hot cider 

and dessert reception in the library.  We greatly desire your attendance. 

 

                                         – Pastor Young 

 



Growing In Christ Sunday 

School  

December 2018 
 

Advent 1 –12/2  

The Birth of John Foretold 

Luke 1:5-25 
Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be 

blotted out. Acts 3:19 

Today’s Sunday 

School lesson is 

“The Birth of John 

Foretold.” The 

children learned that 

God in His mercy 

promised to send 

John to prepare sinful people for the coming of 

the Lord. God in His Word calls us to 

repentance, declaring us righteous because of His 

Son, Jesus. In your family discussions ask, 

“When have you doubted God’s Word? How 

does God forgive and relieve our doubts?” Law 

I sin when I doubt God’s Word and promises. 

Gospel God sent His Son to forgive my sin and 

works through His Word and Sacraments to give 

me faith to believe and to strengthen my trust in 

Him. 
 

Advent 2 – 12/9 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold 

Luke 1:26-38 
She will bear a son, 

and you shall call 

His name Jesus, for 

He will save His 

people from their 

sins. Matthew 1:21 

In Sunday School 

today, the children will hear the message “The 

Birth of Jesus Foretold.” God favored Mary, 

choosing her to be the mother of Jesus. God 

favors us because of Jesus Christ, choosing us to 

be His children! Ask your children, “How did 

God show Mary, and us, His unmerited grace 

and favor?” Law Like Mary, I deserve nothing 

from God because of my sinfulness. Gospel God 

gives me unmerited grace and favor because of 

His Son. 

 
 

Advent 3 – 12/16 

Mary Visits 

Elizabeth 

Luke 1:39-56 
If you confess with your 

mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart 

that God raised Him from 

the dead, you will be 

saved. Romans 10:9 

Today in Sunday 

School, the children 

learned the account “Mary Visits Elizabeth.” In 

the presence of the Son of God growing within 

Mary’s womb, John the Baptist leapt inside 

Elizabeth’s womb. God fills us with Himself in 

Word and Sacrament and we, like Mary, offer 

our praise and worship. Consider asking, “How 

or when does God fill us with His presence 

today?” Law No one is righteous before God. 

Gospel God sent His Son, Jesus, the Righteous 

One, to be born of Mary, so He could give me 

His righteousness, granting me full salvation. 
 

Advent 4 – 12/23 

The Birth of John  

Luke 1:57-80 
Behold, the Lamb of 

God, who takes away 

the sin of the world! 

John 1:29 

Today in Sunday 

School children 

studied “The Birth 

of John.” Zechariah 

spoke God’s Word announcing that this baby, 

John, would give people knowledge of salvation 

in the forgiveness of sins. God speaks through 

His holy Word to give us knowledge of salvation 

and forgiveness through Jesus, His Son. In your 

family discuss, “How does Jesus remind us of the 

work He has done for us?” Law As a child of the 

first parents, Adam and Eve, I am sinful and in 

need of salvation. Gospel John, the son of 

Elizabeth and Zechariah, and others who 

proclaim the Good News point me to Jesus, the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world. 

 

 

Key Point God 

promised to send John 

to prepare sinners to 

receive the Savior. 

Through His Word, God 

calls us to repent and 

declares us righteous 

because of Jesus. 

Key Point Because of 

Christ, God favored Mary 

and chose her to be the 

mother of the Savior. 

Because of Christ, God 

favors us and chooses us 

to be His children. 

Key Point God 

remembered Mary, 

filling her womb with 

the world’s Savior. God 

remembers us and, 

through His Word and 

Sacraments, fills us 

with Christ Jesus, 

granting us full 

salvation. Like Mary, 

we offer our humble 

praise. 

Key Point Through 

Zechariah, God said 

John would give 

knowledge of salvation 

to His people in the 

forgiveness of sins. 

Through His Holy Word, 

God speaks to give us 

knowledge of salvation 

and forgiveness through 

His Son, Jesus. 



Christmas 1 –12/30 

An Angel Visits Joseph 

Matthew 1:18-25 
So faith comes from 

hearing, and hearing 

through the word of 

Christ. Romans 10:17 

Today in Sunday 

School we studied 

“An Angel Visits 

Joseph.” Just as the 

angel proclaimed to Joseph that Mary would bear 

an infant who is the Son of God, the Savior, so 

God proclaimed to us in His Word that this same 

Jesus is our Savior from sin and death. Parents 

could ask, “What important message did the 

angel give Joseph? What important message do 

we hear in God’s Word?” Law Relying on my 

own eyes and senses, I trust what is false instead 

of trusting that Christ is God’s Son, my Savior. 

Gospel God’s Word gives me the truth that Jesus 

is Immanuel, God with me, my Savior. 
 

 
 

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXVIII 

Church Authority  
(First half.) 
 

There has been a great controversy about the 

power of the bishops, in which some have 

terribly confused the power of the Church with 

the power of the State. This confusion has 

produced great war and riot. All the while the 

popes, claiming the Power of the Keys, have 

instituted new services and burdened consciences 

with Church discipline and excommunication. 

But they have also tried to transfer the kingdoms 

of this world to the Church by taking the Empire 

away from the emperor. Learned and godly 

people have condemned these errors in the 

Church for a long time. Therefore, our teachers, 

in order to comfort people’s consciences, were 

constrained to show the difference between the 

authority of the Church and the authority of the 

State. They taught that both of them are to be 

held in reverence and honor, as God’s chief 

blessings on earth, because they have God’s 

command.  
 

Our teachers’ position is this: the authority of the 

Keys [Matthew 16:19], or the authority of the 

bishops – according to the Gospel – is a power or 

commandment of God, to preach the Gospel, to 

forgive and retain sins, and to administer 

Sacraments. Christ sends out His apostles with 

this command, “As the Father has sent Me, even 

so I am sending you … Receive the Holy Spirit. 

If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are 

forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 

anyone, it is withheld” (John 20:21-22). And in 

Mark 16:15, Christ says, “Go … proclaim the 

Gospel to the whole creation.” 
 

This authority is exercised only by teaching or 

preaching the Gospel and administering the 

Sacraments, either to many or to individuals, 

according to their calling. In this way are given 

not only bodily, but also eternal things: eternal 

righteousness, the Holy Spirit, and eternal life. 

These things cannot reach us except by the 

ministry of the Word and the Sacraments, as Paul 

 

For the Month of December 
 

 

Key Point Just as the 

angel proclaimed to 

Joseph that Mary would 

bear an infant who is the 

Son of God, the Savior, 

so God proclaims to us 

in His Word that this 

same Jesus is our Savior 

from sin and death. 



says, “The Gospel … is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone that believes” (Romans 

1:16). Therefore, the Church has the authority to 

grant eternal things and exercises this authority 

only by the ministry of the Word. So it does not 

interfere with civil government anymore than the 

art of singing interferes with civil government. 

For civil government deals with other things than 

the Gospel does. Civil rulers do not defend 

minds, but bodies and bodily things against 

obvious injuries. They restrain people with the 

sword and physical punishment in order to 

preserve civil justice and peace [Romans 13:1-7].  
 

Therefore, the Church’s authority and the State’s 

authority must not be confused. The Church’s 

authority has its own commission to teach the 

Gospel and to administer the Sacraments 

[Matthew 28:19-20]. Let it not break into the 

office of another. Let it not transfer the kingdoms 

of this world to itself. Let it not abolish the laws 

of civil rulers. Let it not abolish lawful 

obedience. Let it not interfere with judgments 

about civil ordinances or contracts. Let it not 

dictate laws to civil authorities about the form of 

society. As Christ says, “My kingdom is not of 

this world” (John 18:36). Also, “Who made Me a 

judge or arbitrator over you?” (Luke 12:14). Paul 

also says, “Our citizenship is in heaven” 

(Philippians 3:20). And, “The weapons of our 

warfare are not of the flesh but have divine 

power to destroy strongholds” (2 Corinthians 

10:4). 
 

This is how our teachers distinguish between the 

duties of these two authorities. They command 

that both be honored and acknowledged as God’s 

gifts and blessings. 
 

If bishops have any authority of the State, this is 

not because they are bishops. In other words, it is 

not by the Gospel’s commission. It is an 

authority they have received from kings and 

emperors for the purpose of administering the 

civil affairs of what belongs to them in society. 

This is another office, not the ministry of the 

Gospel. 
 

Therefore, when a question arises about the 

bishop’s jurisdiction, civil authority must be 

distinguished from the Church’s jurisdiction. 

Again, the only authority that belongs to the 

bishops is what they have according to the 

Gospel, or by divine right, as they say. For they 

have been given the ministry of the Word and 

Sacraments. They have no other authority 

according to the Gospel than the authority to 

forgive sins, to judge doctrine, to reject doctrines 

contrary to the Gospel, and to exclude from the 

communion of the Church wicked people, whose 

wickedness is known. They cannot exclude 

people with human force, but simply by the 

Word. According to this Gospel authority, as a 

matter of necessity, by divine right, 

congregations must obey them, for Luke 10:16 

says, “The one who hears you hears Me.” But 

when they teach or establish anything against the 

Gospel, then the congregations are forbidden by 

God’s command to obey them. 
 

Beware of false prophets. (Matthew 7:15) 
 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should 

preach to you a Gospel contrary to the one we 

preached to you, let him be accursed. 

(Galatians 1:8) 
 

For we cannot do anything against the truth, 

but only for the truth … the authority that the 

Lord has given me for building up, and not for 

tearing down. (2 Corinthians 13:8-10) 
 

The Canonical Laws also command this (II. Q. 

VII., Sacerdotes, and Cap. Oves) And Augustine 

writes: 
 

Neither must we submit to catholic bishops if 

they chance to err, or hold anything contrary 

to the canonical Scriptures of God. (Contra 

Petiliani Epistolam) 
 

If the bishops have any other authority or 

jurisdiction, in hearing and judging certain cases, 

as of matrimony or of tithes, they have this 

authority only by human right. If the bishops do 

not carry out their duties in these areas, the 

princes are bound, even if they do not want to, to 



dispense justice to their subjects in order to 

maintain peace. 
 

There is also a dispute about whether or not 

bishops, or pastors, have the right to introduce 

ceremonies in the Church, and to make laws 

about meats, holy days, and grades, that is, 

orders of ministers, and so on. Those who say 

that the bishops do have this right refer to this 

testimony of Christ in John 16:12-13, “I still 

have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

hear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, 

He will guide you into all the truth.” They also 

refer to the example of the apostles, who 

commanded that Christians abstain from blood 

and from things strangled (Acts 15:[20,] 29). 

They refer to the Sabbath day as having been 

changed into the Lord’s Day, contrary to the 

Decalog, as they understand it. In fact, they make 

more of the supposed change of the Sabbath day 

than any other example they can think of. They 

say that the Church’s authority is so great, it has 

even done away with one to the Ten 

Commandments. 
 

But on this question, for our part (as we have 

shown earlier) we teach that bishops have no 

authority to decree anything against the Gospel. 

The Canonical Laws teach the same thing (Dist. 

IX). It is against Scripture to establish or require 

the observance of any traditions for the purpose 

of making satisfaction for sins, or to merit grace 

and righteousness. When we try to merit 

justification by observing such things, we cause 

great harm to the glory of Christ’s merit. It is 

quite clear that by such beliefs, traditions have 

almost multiplied to an infinite degree in the 

Church, while at the same time, the doctrine 

about faith and the righteousness through faith 

has been suppressed. Gradually more holy days 

were made, fasts appointed, new ceremonies and 

services in honor of saints instituted. Those 

responsible for such things thought that by these 

works they were meriting grace. So the 

Penitential Canons increased. We still see some 

traces of this in the satisfactions. 

 

Those who establish such traditions are acting 

contrary to God’s command when they locate sin 

in foods, days, and similar things. They burden 

the Church with bondage to the Law, as if there 

needs to be something similar to the services 

commanded in Leviticus [chapters 1-7] in order 

to merit justification. They say that Christ has 

committed the arrangement of such services to 

the apostles and bishops. They have written 

about the Law of Moses in such a way that the 

popes have been misled to some degree. This is 

how they have burdened the Church, by making 

it a mortal sin—even if nobody else is 

offended—to do manual labor on holy days, or to 

skip the canonical hours, or that certain foods 

dirty the conscience, or that fasting is a work that 

appeases God. Or they say that, in a reserved 

case, sin can only be forgiven by the person who 

reserved the case, even though canon law speaks 

only of reserving the ecclesiastical penalty, not 

the guilt.  
 

Who has given the bishops the right to lay these 

traditions on the Church, by which they snare 

consciences? In Acts 15:10, Peter forbids us 

from putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples, 

and Paul says in 2 Corinthians 13:10 that the 

authority given to him was for edification, not for 

destruction. Why do the adversaries increase sins 

with their traditions?  
 

(To be continued in January, 2019.) 
 

 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040 
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Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 



 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  



 

December 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
9 Church 
Work Day – 

Decorating 

for Christmas 

Season 
 

2 First Sunday in 

Advent 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Voters’ Assembly 
(Budget & Council 

Slate) 

Door Offering 

Choir 
 

3 
8 AA 

4 5 
10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

6 
12 Confirmation 

 

7 8 
9 Children’s 
Christmas 

Program 

Practice 

9 Second Sunday 

in Advent 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 

4 Children’s 
Christmas Program 

& Redeemer’s Open 

House 
 

10 
8 AA 

11 

 

12 
10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

13 
12 Confirmation 

 

14 
7 LWML 

Christmas 

Party 

 

15 

 

16 Third Sunday in 

Advent 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 
 

17 
8 AA 

18 
6:30 Council 

19 
10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

20 
12 Confirmation 

 

21 22 

23 Fourth Sunday 

in Advent  
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 
 

24 The 

Nativity of 

Our Lord 
(Christmas 

Eve) 

5 Divine 

Service 
 

25 The 

Nativity of 

Our Lord 
(Christmas 

Day) 
10 Divine 

Service 

26 27 28 29 

30 First Sunday 

after Christmas 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 
 

31      

 
 



 



 



 
DAILY PRAYER  

FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES 
 

CLOSE OF THE DAY 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Lord Almighty grant us a quiet night and peace at the last. Amen. 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

to sing praise to Your name, O Most High; 

To herald Your love in the morning, Your truth at the 

close of the day. 

An appointed reading or one of the following is read: Matthew 11:28–30; Micah 7:18–20; Matthew 

18:15–35; Matthew 25:1–13; Luke 11:1–13; Luke 12:13–34; Romans 8:31–39; 2Corinthians 4:16–

18; Revelation 21:22–22:5. 

The Apostles’ Creed is confessed. 

Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;  

 Your word has been fulfilled.  

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

 which You have prepared in the sight of every people:  

a light to lighten the nations 

 and the glory of Your people Israel. Luke 2:29–32 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Prayers for others and ourselves Concluding prayer: 

Visit our dwellings, O Lord, and in Your great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of 

this night; for the love of Your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 

soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.Small Catechism 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer.  
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