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That They May Know 
 

[The following article was written for the January issue of the Encourager, a monthly publication of the Mid-South District.] 
 

 On Reformation Day, Wednesday, October 31st, I took a group of eleven people from my 

congregation to the movie “Gosnell:  The Trial of America’s Biggest Serial Killer.”  The title sounds 

like a horror film, not something that sanctified Lutherans should be watching.  It is, in fact, a horror 

film about the carnage of abortion, and Lutherans should definitely see it so that they may know what is 

happening in this unholy industry and that they may tell others. 

 The film does not use a whole lot of shocking images of death, just shocked faces.  That was the 

biggest impact for me in viewing this very important film:  the faces of people who didn’t know but now 

knew.  From the detectives to the prosecutor to the jury members, nobody had any idea what went on 

inside Gosnell’s abortion clinic or any other abortion clinic.  They didn’t know until they heard the 

testimony of the workers and saw for themselves, or saw the photographs. 

 Perhaps the movie’s most damning argument against abortion is the testimony a of doctor who 

sits on the witness stand and describes the legal way to kill and remove an infant in the womb.  This 

doctor’s face is also telling as she is in horror that Dr. Gosnell would kill moments after birth.  It is a 

powerful display of rationalizing shades of evil. 

 There were many things I didn’t know prior to seeing the movie.  One particular piece of 

information I didn’t know is that the Grand Jury concluded “political reasons” accounted for why the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health stopped mandatory state inspections of abortion clinics.  This is how 

Gosnell operated his clinic illegally for so long. 

 Many people have never heard of Gosnell or the case that resulted in his conviction.  That’s why 

the movie was made.  If you are not completely in the know, then I urge to you to do a little research.  

Start with the two articles in the LCMS Reporter and the LCMS Statement on the conviction: 
 

Movie review: ‘Gosnell: The Trial of America’s Biggest Serial Killer’ 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/movie-review-gosnell-the-trial-of-americas-biggest-serial-killer/  
 

Reporter in ‘Gosnell’ movie based on LCMS member Mollie Ziegler Hemingway 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/reporter-in-gosnell-movie-based-on-lcms-member-mollie-ziegler-

hemingway/ 
 

The Kermit Gosnell Verdict: Implications for Pro-Life Lutheran Christians - A statement by 

LCMS Life Ministries 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2013/the-kermit-gosnell-verdict-implications-for-pro-life-lutheran-christians/ 
 

Also consider hosting a movie watching event when the film comes out on Netflix, Amazon, or DVD.  It 

is important that people know. 

 In our ongoing effort to proclaim life as God’s gift and to proclaim the fullness of life in Christ, I 

also encourage you to observe Life Sunday on January 20, 2019.  Lutherans For Life has materials 

https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/movie-review-gosnell-the-trial-of-americas-biggest-serial-killer/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/reporter-in-gosnell-movie-based-on-lcms-member-mollie-ziegler-hemingway/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/reporter-in-gosnell-movie-based-on-lcms-member-mollie-ziegler-hemingway/
https://blogs.lcms.org/2013/the-kermit-gosnell-verdict-implications-for-pro-life-lutheran-christians/


available.  This year’s theme is “From Age to Age the Same,” based on Isaiah 46:3b-4:  “[You] have 

been borne by me from before your birth, carried from the womb; even to your old age I am he, and to 

gray hairs I will carry you.  I have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save.”  You can find all the 

free downloads here:  
 

https://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-

2019/ 
  

The Lord bless your proclamation that many 

may know the Truth and be set free! 
 

 

Rev. Philip Young 

Mid-South District Life Coordinator  
 

 

Growing In Christ Sunday 

School  

January 2019 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord – 1/6 

The Birth of Jesus  Luke 2:1-20 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 

eternal life. John 3:16 

“The Birth of Jesus” as 

recorded in Luke 2 is 

today’s Sunday 

School lesson. A 

Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the 

Lord! As a family discuss the details of Christ’s 

birth. Ask, “How does our sin cause us to fear 

God like the shepherds did? Focus on the fact 

that God’s Son, Jesus, takes away our fears and 

offers us true peace, rescuing us from sin and 

death. Law Because of sin, I am afraid and 

helpless before God and deserve to die. Gospel 

God sent His Son, Jesus, to save me from sin and 

death, and He makes me His own dear child 

through faith in Him. 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord – 1/13 

The Presentation of Jesus  Luke 2:22-40 
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His 

Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those 

who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 

as sons. Galatians 4:4–5 

Today in Sunday 

School, the lesson 

is “The 

“Presentation of 

Jesus” in the 

temple. Already in His infancy, Jesus was 

fulfilling the Law for us and for our salvation. 

Ask your children, “What happened and who 

was in the temple waiting to see the promised 

Savior? What does this text tell us about who we 

find in God’s house? Law God’s Law demands 

perfection, but I am not perfect. Gospel As God 

and man, Jesus lived a perfect life to satisfy the 

Law in my place. 
 

Epiphany 2 – 1/20 

The Visit of the Wise Men  Matthew 2 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of 

the LORD!” Psalm 122:1 

“The Visit of the 

Wise Men,” as told 

in Matthew 2, is the 

Bible story in 

Sunday School 

today. This Bible 

story teaches us that 

the Savior came into the world for the salvation 

of all people. Just as the Wise Men came to 

Bethlehem to see the Savior and honor Him, so 

we come to church to see the Savior in His Word 

and Sacraments. With these gifts, He both honors 

and blesses us. Consider discussing, “How are 

we sometimes like Herod? How are we like the 

Wise Men?”  Law Like Herod, I do not want to 

worship the Savior, Jesus. Gospel Christ comes 

to me, a sinner, to turn my hardened heart toward 

Him through His gifts of Word and Sacrament, 

enabling me to offer Him my worship and praise.  

A Savior is born 

to you! He is 

Christ the Lord. 

God’s Law requires 

payment for every sin. 

God’s Son fulfilled the 

Law and paid for our sin. 

The Wise Men came to 

see the Savior and honor 

Him with gifts. In Church, 

we see the Savior in His 

gifts of Word and 

Sacrament, which honor 

and bless us. 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can link 

your Kroger Plus Card to their Community 

Rewards Program online and Redeemer will 

receive a quarterly check. Redeemer has 

elected to place these dollars in the Sanctuary 

Renovation Fund. In fact, we just received a 

check for $66.92. Simple, easy stewardship! 

Contact Redeemer’s office for details on how 

to participate. 
 

https://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2019/
https://www.lutheransforlife.org/store-life-sunday-2019/


 

Epiphany 3 – 1/27 

The Boy Jesus in the Temple  Luke 2:41-52 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the 

Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

In Sunday School 

today, the lesson was 

“The Boy Jesus in the 

Temple.” As a boy, 

Jesus was found in His 

Father’s house. In 

God’s house I hear His 

Word, see that Jesus is 

my Savior, and receive 

His gifts of forgiveness and salvation. Because of 

sin, we are like Jesus’ parents and do not 

understand what Gods says to us. We don’t 

recognize who Jesus truly is—our Savior. Ask 

your children, “How does the Holy Spirit help 

identify who Jesus is?” Law Because of sin, I 

cannot recognize who Jesus is. Gospel  Through 

Baptism and the power of His Word, God makes 

clear to me that Jesus is His Son and my Savior.  
 

 

 
 

 

THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH 
 

Article XXVIII 

Church Authority  
(Second half. Continued from December.) 
 

There are clear testimonies that forbid creating 

traditions in such a way as to suggest that they 

merit grace or are necessary to salvation. Paul 

says in Colossians 2:16, “Therefore, let no one 

pass judgment on you in questions of food and 

drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon 

or a Sabbath.” And later: 
 

If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits 

of the world, why, as if you were still alive in 

the world, do you submit to regulations—‘Do 

not handle, Do not taste, Do not touch’ 

(referring to things that all perish as they are 

used)—according to human precepts and 

teachings? These have indeed an appearance 

of wisdom. (Colossians 2:20-23) 
 

Also in Titus 1:4 he openly forbids traditions 

with these words: “not devoting themselves to 

Jewish myths and the commands of people who 

turn away from the truth.” 
 

In Matthew 15:14, Christ says of those who 

require traditions, “Let them alone; they are blind 

guides.” In verse 13 He rejects such services: 

“Every plant that My heavenly Father has not 

planted will be rooted up.” 
 

If bishops have the right to burden churches with 

infinite traditions, and to snare consciences, why 

does Scripture so often forbid making and 

listening to traditions? Why does it call them 

“teachings of demons” (1 Timothy 4:1)? Did the 

Holy Spirit warn of these things in vain?  
 

Therefore, ordinances instituted as though they 

are necessary, or with the view that they are 

necessary, or with the view that they merit grace, 

are contrary to the Gospel Therefore, it follows 

that it is not lawful for any bishop to institute and 

require such services. It is necessary that the 

doctrine of Christian freedom be preserved in the 

churches. In other words, the bondage of the Law 

is not necessary in order to be justified, as it is 

 

For the Month of January 
 

 

As a boy, Jesus was 

found in His Father’s 

house, In God’s 

house, I hear His 

Word, learn that 

Jesus is my Savior, 

and receive His gifts 

of forgiveness and 

salvation. 



written in the Epistle to the Galatians, “do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery” (5:1). It is 

necessary for the chief article of the Gospel to be 

preserved, namely that we obtain grace freely by 

faith in Christ, and not by certain observances or 

acts of worship devised by people. 
 

What, then, are we to think of the Sunday rites, 

and similar things, in God’s house? We answer 

that it is lawful for bishops, or pastors, to make 

ordinances so that things will be done orderly in 

the Church, but not to teach that we merit grace 

or make satisfaction for sins. Consciences are not 

bound to regard them as necessary services and 

to think that it is a sin to break them without 

offense to others. So in 1 Corinthians 11:5, Paul 

concludes that women should cover their heads 

in the congregation and in 1 Corinthians 14:30, 

that interpreters be heard in order in the church, 

and so on.  
 

It is proper that the churches keep such 

ordinances for the sake of love and tranquility, to 

avoid giving offense to another, so that all things 

be done in the churches in order, and without 

confusion (1 Corinthians 14:40; comp. 

Philippians 2:14). It is proper to keep such 

ordinances just so long as consciences are not 

burdened to think that they are necessary to 

salvation, or to regard it as sin if they are 

changed without offending others. For instance, 

no one will say that a woman sins who goes out 

in public with her head uncovered, as long as no 

offense is given.  
 

This kind of ordinance in the church is observing 

the Lord’s Day, Easter, Pentecost, and similar 

holy days and rites. It is a great error for anyone 

to think that it is by the authority of the Church 

that we observe the Lord’s Day as something 

necessary, instead of the Sabbath Day. Scripture 

itself has abolished the Sabbath Day [Colossians 

2:16-17]. It teaches that since the Gospel has 

been revealed, all the ceremonies of Moses can 

be omitted. Yet, because it was necessary to 

appoint a certain day for the people know when 

they ought to come together, it appears that the 

Church designated the Lord’s Day [Revelation 

1:10] for this purpose. This day seems to have 

been chosen all the more for this additional 

reason: so people might have an example of 

Christian freedom and might know that keeping 

neither the Sabbath nor any other day is 

necessary.  
 

There are monstrous debates about changing the 

law, ceremonies of the new law, and changing 

the Sabbath Day. They have sprung from the 

false belief that in the Church there must be 

something similar to the services set forth in 

Leviticus [1-7], and that Christ had 

commissioned the apostles and bishops to come 

up with new ceremonies necessary to salvation. 

These errors crept into the Church when the 

righteousness that comes through faith was not 

taught clearly enough. Some debate whether or 

not keeping the Lord’s Day is not a divine right, 

but similar to it. They prescribe the extent to 

which is it is lawful to work of holy days. What 

else are such disputes except traps for the 

conscience? Even when they try to modify 

traditions, nobody will understand the 

modifications as long as the opinion remains that 

these traditions are necessary and must remain. 

There the righteousness of faith and Christian 

freedom is not known.  
 

In acts 15:20, the apostles commanded to abstain 

from blood. Who observes this now? Those who 

choose to eat blood do not sin, for not even the 

apostles themselves wanted to burden 

consciences with bondage to traditions. They 

forbid the eating of the blood for a time to avoid 

giving offense. For in this decree we must always 

keep in mind what the aim of the Gospel is.  
 

Scarcely any canon laws are kept with exactness. 

From day to day many go out of use, even among 

those who are the most zealous advocates of 

traditions. In order to treat the conscience 

properly, we must realize that canon laws are to 

be kept without regarding them as necessary. No 

harm is done to the conscience properly, we must 

realize that canon laws are to be kept without 

regarding them as necessary. No harm is done to 

the conscience even though traditions may go out 

of use.  
 



The bishops might easily retain the legitimate 

obedience of the people if they would not insist 

upon the observance of traditions that cannot be 

kept with a good conscience. Instead, they 

command celibacy and accept no preachers—

unless they swear that they will not teach the 

Gospel’s pure doctrine. The churches are not 

asking the bishops to restore concord at the 

expense of their honor, even though it would be 

proper for good pastors to do this. They ask only 

that the bishops release unjust burdens that are 

new and have been received contrary to the 

custom of the universal Church. It may be that in 

the beginning there were plausible reasons for 

some of these ordinances, but they are not 

adapted to later times. It is also clear that some 

were adopted through erroneous ideas. 

Therefore, it would be in keeping with the popes’ 

mercy to change them now. Such a modification 

does not shake the Church’s unity. Many human 

traditions have been changed over time, as the 

canons themselves show. But if it is impossible 

for the adversaries to change those traditions, 

which they say is sinful to change, we must 

follow the apostolic rule, which commands us to 

“obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
 

In 1 Peter 5:3, Peter forbids bishops to be lords 

and rule over the churches. It is not our intention 

to take oversight away from the bishops. We ask 

only this one thing, that they allow the Gospel to 

be taught purely, and that they relax a few 

observances that they claim it is sinful to change. 

If they will not give anything up, it is for them to 

decide how they will give an account to God for 

causing schism by their stubbornness.  
 

 

Conclusion 
 

These are the chief articles that seem to be in 

controversy. We could have mentioned more 

abuses. But here we have set forth only the chief 

points in order to avoid making this Confession 

too long. From these chief points the rest may be 

easily judged. There have been, for example, 

great complaints about indulgences, pilgrimages, 

and the abuse of excommunication. Our parishes 

have been troubled in many ways by dealers in 

indulgences. There were endless arguments 

between the pastors and the monks about who 

has the right in parishes to hear confessions, do 

funerals, give sermons on extraordinary 

occasions, and innumerable other things. We 

have passed over such issues so that the chief 

points in this matter, briefly set forth, might be 

more easily understood. Nothing has been said or 

brought up for the rebuke of anyone. We have 

mentioned only those things we thought it was 

necessary to talk about so that it would be 

understood that in doctrine and ceremonies we 

have received nothing contrary to Scripture or 

the Church universal. It is clear that we have 

been very careful to make sure no new ungodly 

doctrine creeps into our churches. 
 

We present these articles in accordance with 

Your Imperial Majesty’s edict, in order to show 

our Confession and let people see a summary of 

our teacher’s doctrine. If there is anything that 

anyone might desire in this Confession, we are 

ready, God Willing, to present more thorough 

information according to the Scriptures. 
 

Your Imperial Majesty’s faithful subjects:  

John, Duke of Saxony, Elector.  

George, Margrave of Brandenburg.  

Ernest, Duke of Lüneberg.  

Philip, Landgrave of Hesse.  

John Frederick, Duke of Saxony.  

Francis, Duke of Lüneberg.  

Wolfgang, Prince of Anhalt.  

Senate and Magistracy of Nürnberg.  

Senate of Reutlingen. 

 

 

[The CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH, as presented in the Augsburg 

Confession, will continue to be included in the newsletter over next 

few months.] 
 

Quotations from the Lutheran Confessions are from Concordia: The 

Lutheran Confessions, copyright © 2005, 2006 by Concordia 

Publishing House. Used by permission. All rights reserved. To 

purchase a copy of Concordia, call 800-325-3040 
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who sent me, 
 night is coming when no one can work” John 9:4. 

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters in Ghana, especially the Upper East Region. 
November is the month for harvesting of crops. We praise the Lord for the good harvest of crops and 
also of human beings.  

Baptism: Two babies were baptized at St. Luke and Redeemer. Members who are receiving baptism 
instruction would be baptized during the Christmas convention at Immanuel Lutheran Church on 
December 30th.  

Radio Broadcast Program: For the month of November, 37 people called in during the radio 
broadcasting period on Sundays from 8:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Some of the callers thanked the Lord for the 
work the Lutheran Church was doing in spreading the Gospel. Some wanted to know more about the 
Lutheran Church. Others (especially Muslims) asked various questions. We pray the Holy Spirit to guide 
them to understand the message of the saving grace which is free.  

Evangelism/Outreach: The Evangelism and Outreach group visited Kpanateng and Boarin areas of 
Zawse. In all 39 houses were visited and more than 150 heard the gospel. They were encouraged to 
visit the nearest Lutheran Churches (Ziako and Kpagogo) to learn more about the love of Jesus for all 
mankind.  

Weekly Leadership Training Class: Even though I missed half of November due to my travel outside 
the country, the weekly class continued working through a series of sermon outlines prepared for the 
class. The class also read through the translation works being done especially the Apology of the 
Augsburg Confession. Their comments helps to make a good translation that is clear, concise and 
meaning based.  

Nsawora Mission work: Two men from Nsawora visited us and shared their joys with us. Nsawora is a 
new area in southern Ghana where several Kusasi speakers meet regularly to study God’s Word and 
have regular worship services.  

Campus Ministry: We praise the Lord that students in Bawku Technical Institute and Pusiga Training 
College who received copies of the Luther’s Small Catechism Workbook and the Small Catechism have 
answered all the questions in the Workbook. They are reading the Augsburg Confession.  

Concordia Preparatory School: Concordia Preparatory School continues to grow. There are now 806 
children in the school. It had become very difficult for the management to refuse admitting some 
children whose parents have come on transfer from other parts of the country. Please pray we more 
classrooms are built, more qualified teachers are recruited to teach the upper classes and that we 
maintain the discipline the school has. Their growth in the study of God Word is laudable. Praise the 
Lord!  

Funerals: Late Madam Atini Janet of Hope Lutheran Church was buried and the 4th day after burial 
service also took place.  

Eye Glasses: Thanks to Mrs. Irene Nelson of Colstrip, Montana who worked hard calling friends who 
had eye glasses to spare. More than 300 pairs of eye glasses were brought from the USA and 
distributed to people who needed them. One woman after she had picked a pair of glasses and wore it 
said that she has become a new person because she can see well and walk to church by herself.  

Lutheran Heritage Foundation: Praise the Lord for the wonderful work LHF is doing in translating, 
printing, distributing and introducing people to the Word of God. Nicholas Salifu was privileged to 
attend the 25th Anniversary celebration of LHF in the USA. What great joy to meet people from all 



parts of the world who are actively involved 
in the work LHF is doing. Ghana is blessed to 
have the following languages being 
supported by LHF: Kusaal, Komba, Akan-
Fante, Akan-Twi, Bimoba and Ewe.  

Graduation of seminarians: On December 
16, four students who have completed their 
theological studies in the Lutheran seminary 
in Accra will be graduated. What a blessing to 
have four more called and trained pastors to 
serve God’s people in Ghana. 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs  
1. Praise God for the countless blessings we 
have received, and especially forgiveness of 
sins that Christ accomplished for us.  
2. Praise the Lord for the continuing growth 
taking place at Campus Ministry and Nsawora 
in southern Ghana.  
3. Praise the Lord for the new areas the 
campus ministries are taken to learn more 
about Jesus.  
4. Praise the Lord for the continuing 
assistance that CCCS LeadaChild gives to 
schools to enhance the school’s Christian 
Education programs.  
5. Praise God for the regular support 
received from Ghana Harvest for the weekly 
radio program.  
6. We thank and praise the Lord for your 
regular prayers and support that have 
enabled us to build chapels, line wells with 
cement concrete, visit Churches, train lay 
leaders etc. etc.  
7. Continue to pray for wisdom and resources for Lutheran Heritage Foundation as they provide 
printed materials for many language groups throughout the world.  
8. Pray that the translation teams in Kusaal, Komba, Bimoba, Fante, Twi and Ewe continue to translate 
our good doctrinal books into the local languages.  
9. You can learn more about LHF by going to their website (www.LHFmissions.org).  
10. Pray that the women at the Gambaga Witches Camp continue to put their hope and trust Jesus, the 
Savior of the world and the friend of outcasts. CPS students are making special contributions to be 
given to the alleged witches.  
11. Pray that funds are provided to build more classrooms for CPS to accommodate the huge intake of 
students.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 
lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on 
him, how can the love of God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)  
 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu  

GHANA: “NOT ONE DOLLAR IS NEEDED!” 
September 29, 2017 
 

by Rev. Dr. Nicholas Salifu 

Pastor, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana 

The blood of Jesus not only protects, but it also 

enlivens our quest for eternal life. It transforms us, 

vanquishes fear and makes us free to love our 

neighbor. 

It is the love for our neighbor that has motivated the 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation to serve many 

countries in the world by translating, printing, 

publishing and distributing the good books that 

Luther and others wrote. Ghana and many other 

countries are deeply blessed as Muslims and 

traditional religion practitioners are reading 

Luther’s Small Catechism, A Child Garden of Bible 

Stories and other translated books. 

A young Muslim man who became a Christian 

recently was reading about the Three Men in a 

Furnace in A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories. Boldly, 

this man remarked, “If God saved men who refused 

to worship idols from fire, then it’s a great thing to 

become a Christian!” 

In 1517, Martin Luther professed that indulgences 

and other human merits were not a requirement for 

a baptized child of God, who has been sanctified by 

the Holy Spirit. 

Today, the Lord is using LHF to continue the work of 

Luther by making the Small Catechism and other 

important books available to both Christians and 

non-Christians so that they will read, believe and 

understand that not one dollar is needed by God for 

forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. It is all free. 

(/www.lhfmissions.org/ghana-not-one-dollar-needed/) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 Name & 

Circumcision 

of Jesus 

 

2 

 

3 4  5  

6 The Epiphany 

of Our Lord  
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Placement of 

Church Officers  

Door Offering  

Choir 
 

7 
8 AA 

8 

 

9 

 

10 
12 

Confirmation 

11 12 
9 Work Day 

(undecorate) 

13 The Baptism 

of Our Lord 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Choir 
 

14 
8 AA 

15 
6:30 Council 

16 
10 Bible Study 

 

17 
12 

Confirmation 

18 19 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

20 Second 

Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Choir 

Life Sunday 
 

21 
8 AA 

22 

 

23 
10 Bible Study 

 

24 
12 

Confirmation 

25 26 

 

27 Third 

Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
9:15 Education 

Hour 

10:30 Divine 

Service 

Voters’ Assembly 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Choir 
 

28 
8 AA 

29 30 
10 Bible Study 

 

31 
12 
Confirmation 

  

 
 
 
 



 



  



DAILY PRAYERS 
From Dr. Luther’s Small Catechism 

 

Morning Prayer 

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord's Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this 

little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night 

from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that 

all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten Commandments, or whatever your 

devotion may suggest. 

 
Asking a Blessing Before a Meal 

The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, and say: 

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your 

hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16) 
 

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer and the following: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful 

goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
Returning Thanks After a Meal 

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say: 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He 

provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength 

of the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their 

hope in His unfailing love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11) 
 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Evening Prayer 

In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this 

little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously 

keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 
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