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Love, the Excellent Way

“And I will show you a still more excellent way. . . . Love is patient and kind; love does not envy
or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things” (1 Cor. 12:31b, 13:4-7).

In this month when Valentine’s Day is celebrated, love is the focus, a romantic love that is often
expressed with dinner, flowers, candy, or other gifts. In the Church, however, we continually celebrate
and try to practice a different type of love, a love that is selfless and seeks the benefit of others.

Our Lord Jesus commanded his disciples to “love one another” (Jn. 13:34). Jesus went on to say,
“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Jn. 13:35).
Love is to mark the people of God. Again, this love is turned outward not curved in on itself.

Perhaps, in all of the New Testament, chapter 13 of Paul’s letter 1 Corinthians summarizes the
character of Christian love the best. 1 like the way the Lutheran theologian Gregory Lockwood contrasts
the love being spoken of in 1 Corinthians 13 with the love found in our culture:

Paul’s concept of love is not to be equated with the modern sentimental notion of love, which
often becomes an excuse for various aberrations. The love romanticized and glorified by modern
culture is self-seeking. It is rooted in the self and its needs and emotions. Even in the church
devilishly subtle arguments sometimes twist the concept of love in a self-serving way. The
condemnation of favorite sins is “unloving,” while a libertine accommodation of sins is
“showing Christian love” (contrast that with 1 Corinthians 5). A resolute insistence on biblical
truth is “unloving,” while doctrinal error is tolerated “in the Spirit of Christ’s love.”

The “royal road” of Christian love, on the other hand, is marked by unselfish service in fidelity
to Christ and his Word (Lockwood, 1 Corinthians Concordia Commentary, p. 456).

Love in the Church, then, is directed by God’s Word, and directs all to God’s Word.
In 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, the Apostle Paul gives fifteen characteristics/non-characteristics of
Christian love. These qualities are to guide us in our sanctified lives.

1. Love is patient — Another way to say this is “longsuffering.” This is a characteristic of our
God. He is longsuffering with his stiff-necked people. In the Old Testament we are told
repeatedly, “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love” (Ps. 103:8; Ps. 86:15; Ex. 4:6). Therefore, the Christian is not to be short-tempered and
quick to give up on others. This characteristic of patience is included in the fruit of the Spirit
(Gal. 5:22).



Note this important quote about church growth: “In the face-paced, achievement-oriented
world entering the third millennium, when the spirit of the age tempts churches to look for
quick and impressive results, it is salutary to reflect on the priority Paul accords to the love
which expresses itself in being longsuffering, a love that can wait (cf. 1 Cor 1:7; 11:33;
James 5:7-8)” (Lockwood, p. 464).

Love is kind — This also is included in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). To be kind is to
have compassion on others and to act on their behalf. It is the opposite of predatory
behavior. It is a tremendous comfort to know that our God is kind.

Love does not envy — It is not jealous. The Corinthian Christians had divided into factions
and were jealous of the spiritual gifts given to others. Love is content not envious.

Love does not boast — Love does not brag. Love is turned outward not inward. To brag is
to elevate oneself above others and to put others down.

Love is not arrogant — A better translation of “arrogant” is “puffed up.” This is a big ego.
Paul warns about this frequently in his letter (vv. 4.6, 18, 19; 5:2; 8:1). Espousing spiritual
knowledge beyond what God reveals is typical of those who are “puffed up.” In Romans
Paul writes, “For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according
to the measure of faith that God has assigned” (Rom. 12:3).

Love is not rude — A better translation is “does not behave improperly”, or “indecently,” or
“shamefully.” Christians are to live moral, upright lives in Church, in the family at home,
and in the public square. Recall Paul’s instructions about sexual relations (1 Cor. 5; 6:12-
7:40), lawsuits against believers and other sins (1 Cor. 6:1-11), worship practice (1 Cor.
14:40), etc. Everything is to be proper and dignified.

Love does not insist on its own way — Quite simply, love is not selfish. It is not self-
seeking. Love looks to the benefit of others. Christians are to die to self. We pray for the
Holy Spirit to lead us to daily repentance that we may die to self. Paul commended Timothy
for this type of love saying to the Philippians, “For I have no one like him, who will be
genuinely concerned for your welfare. For they all seek their own interests, not those of
Jesus Christ. But you know Timothy’s proven worth, how as a son with a father he has
served with me in the gospel” (Phil. 2:20-22).

Think of the love of God by which he gave, for our benefit, his Son to die for us in order that
we may not perish but have eternal life (Jn. 3:16).

Love is not irritable — A better translation is “not provoked.” This means that Christians are
not to be easily angered and drawn into arguments and fights. Christians are not to be
powder kegs waiting to go off. They are not to easily take offense. More often than not,
those who are easily provoked embarrass themselves when they blow up without
understanding. The Catechism teaches us to “explain everything in the kindest way” rather
than assuming the worst (8" Commandment Explanation).

Love is not resentful — This is where the ESV translation is very poor and the NIV has it
right. It should read, “Love does not keep a record of wrongs/the evil,” or “keeps no
record of wrongs.” This is a killer. Keeping records of wrongs kills marriages, friendships,
and congregations. If Christians keep a tally of how they have been wronged or how many
times another has sinned, then, at some point, they will leave or terminate the relationship.
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Jesus tells us to ask God to forgive our trespasses “as we forgive those who trespass against

us.” Praise God that he doesn’t keep a record of our wrongs! He says, “I will remember
their sin no more” (Jer. 31:34; Heb. 8:12; cf. Is. 43:25).

10. Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing — Love does not delight in unrighteousness, or evil. It
does not want to participate in what is wrong, nor does it desire to hear about unrighteous
deeds or to support them. Christians are those who don’t want to give approval for
unrighteousness or even give the hint of condoning what is not good and not holy. “Abstain
from every form of evil” (1Thess. 5:22).

11. Love rejoices with the truth — Christians rejoice in “whatever is true” (Phil. 4:8). This
again leads us to God’s Word and to the Word in the flesh, Jesus Christ, who is the truth (Jn.
14:6). Love rejoices with whatever is of Jesus. It rejoices in the truth of the law and the
Gospel. Love rejects all the lies of the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh.

12. Love bears all things — This means that love puts up with difficult people and, like the first
characteristic, is patient. Love does not wear out with many frustrations and struggles.

13. Love believes all things — Obviously, this does not mean that Christians are to believe in
false religions or espouse “many paths” to God. Paul instructs in the letter to the Colossians,
“See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ” (Col.
2:8). What this means, then, is that the Christian believes, or has faith, through all things. In
any and every circumstance, Christian love clings to Christ.

14. Love hopes all things — At all times love hopes in Enjoy the added beauty of
God. This hope is surely based on God’s love for us.
The Lord, who loves perfectly, is the object of our
hope. Such hope in God and the salvation he gives is Look for the
certain. Our God does not disappoint, and it is a lie to Flower Calendar and
think that something in creation is worthy of
engendering hope in us.

flowers in the Chancel?

sign-up to provide flowers
on a Sunday.

15. Love endures all things — Love endures through all
trials and even persecution for the name of Christ. We walk the way of the cross. Love is
included in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22), and it remains by the power of the Spirit even in
the face of evil. Love is not to be taken away by anything in this fallen creation. The
Apostle Paul writes in his second letter to the Corinthians, “We are afflicted in every way,
but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed; always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of
Jesus may also be manifested in our mortal flesh” (2 Cor. 4:8-12). In other words, love is not
destroyed by trials but allows Christians to continue serving through all things without losing
heart.

Much more could be said about each characteristic of love. Perhaps, though, the descriptions
above could serve as the beginning of a Bible study in your family or in a small group setting. Love is
truly the excellent way. There isn’t anything that can’t be overcome with the love that comes from our
God.

— Pastor Young
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Lesson 10
Epiphany 4 —2/3
John Prepares the
Way Matthew 3:1-12
Repent and be baptized
every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for
the forgiveness of your
sins, and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:38

Today in Sunday School, we learn more about
“John Prepares the Way.” As John pointed to
Jesus as the Lamb of God, so our pastors point us
to this same Jesus, who grants us forgiveness,
life, and salvation. Ask your children, “What did
you learn about John, what he ate, and how he
dressed?” Law Sin hardens my heart against
God, and I try to earn my salvation. Gospel
God’s Word works in my hardened heart,
causing me to repent and believe in the Savior.

As John pointed to
Jesus as the Lamb of
God, so our pastors
point us to this same
Jesus, who grants us
forgiveness, life, and
salvation.

Lesson 11
Epiphany 5 - 2/10
The Baptism of
Jesus Luke 3:15-22
For in Christ Jesus you
are all sons of God,
through faith. For as
many of you as were
baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. Galatians
3:26-27

“The Baptism of Jesus” is the Bible story taught
in Sunday School today. God sent the Holy Spirit
at Jesus’ Baptism, announcing that Jesus was
God’s Son. At our Baptism, God makes us His
children through the work of the Holy Spirit. Let
your children tell you the dramatic events of this
story. Law Because of God’s wrath and anger
over sin, | and all people need a Savior. Gospel
In Baptism, | am made a child of the heavenly
Father

Jesus was baptized
“to fulfill all
righteousness” so
that our Baptism
might give us
forgiveness of sins
and rescue us from
death and the devil.

and an Don’t forget!
heir of
heaven. Member Name Tags

are up the Narthex. Please
wear them for the benefit
of visitors!

Lesson 12

Epiphany 6 — 2/17

The Temptation

of Jesus Luke The devil tempted Jesus
4:1-13 to sin, but Jesus, true God

and true man, did not sin.
He kept God’s Law on our
behalf and became the
sinless sacrifice for our
sins so that we might have
forgiveness and new life.

Jesus said to him, “I
am the way, and the
truth, and the life.
No one comes to the
Father except
through Me.” John
14:6

Today in Sunday School the children will study
“The Temptation of Jesus.” Like us, Jesus was
tempted by Satan to sin. Yet, for us, He
overcame all temptation because we cannot. In
your family discussions consider asking, “How
are we tempted to rely on ourselves and trust in
our powers?” Law The devil tempts me, and |
often give in. Gospel In Christ, God forgives my
sin, provides all that | need for this life and the
next, and gives me power to overcome
temptation.

Lesson 13

Epiphany 7 — 2/24
Jesus Calls Philip and
Nathanael John 1:43-51
Nathanael answered Him,
“Rabbi, You are the Son of
God! You are the King of
Israel!” John 1:49

Today in Sunday School
we study the calling of Jesus’ first disciples with
“Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael.” In Jesus,
access to heaven is given to all who believe. You
might discuss, “How did Philip and Nathanael
know that Jesus was the Christ? How do we
learn that Jesus is the Christ?” Law My sinful
nature does not recognize Jesus as the Son of
God. I futilely try to manipulate Jesus into being
what | want. Gospel Jesus is the only true God,
the Savior who rescues me from sin, death, and
the devil. He is the true Jacob’s ladder upon
whom the angels will come down and escort me
to my heavenly home.

Jesus called Philip
and Nathanael to
believe in Him. In
Jesus, access to
heaven is given to
all who believe.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/




Let’s be who we are

by Matthew C. Harrison

The first step in being better than you are is to be who you
are.

The LCMS is a large and complex organization,
but congregations are the fundamental and
divinely mandated building block of the Synod.
The Church is Christians gathered about the
rightly preached Word of God and properly
administered sacraments. That’s why we have
pastors. Christians bear witness to Christ
wherever they live and work. Not much beyond
that is mandated by the Bible. There are manifold
viewpoints on many different issues and
challenges the Church faces, and the Bible grants
great freedom for congregations to respond to the
needs and mission opportunities that confront
them in their various contexts.

Together, however, we do have a strong and
clear confession of the faith. Every church
worker and congregation pledges to uphold and
be subject to the truth of Holy Scripture as God’s
divine and inerrant Word, and to confess the
Lutheran Confessions as a true exposition of
Holy Scripture.

The Synod went wobbly on the inspiration and
inerrancy of the Bible from the late 1950s and
into the 1970s. A whole host of issues began to
be viewed by some as undecided and open
questions — a six-day creation and the existence
of Adam and Eve, prophesies of Christ in the Old
Testament, the historical truth of the Bible, the
virgin birth of Christ, the nature of His
resurrection, the presence of Christ’s body and
blood in the Sacrament, church fellowship,
closed Communion, the church’s mission work
and more. The

more these
views — quite
“new” to the

Check out the
Bulletin Board in

Synod and at the Library!
odds with what
had been Announcements!
confessed from

|
the beginning Updates.
(1847) — were Sign-ups!
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spread about in the Synod, the more disruption,
disagreement, antagonism and worst of all,
political rancor, took hold. After the Synod re-
asserted its confession (e.g., A Statement of
Scriptural and Confessional Principles), it was
not but a decade before a new challenge arose in
the so-called “church growth movement.”
Beginning in the 1980s, debates swirled about
contemporary worship, the liturgy, the role of the
pastor, the role of the laity, etc. Then came a
decision to allow men to serve as pastors long
term, without actually being made pastors via
call and ordination. That brought division and
controversy, and as we have learned through the
process of making these men pastors, many
suffered from bad consciences having to serve as
pastors without a call and ordination.

The first step in being better than you are is to be
who you are. Every day that | wake up as Synod
president, I resolve to do what’s right. When |
was called to be head of LCMS World Relief and
Human Care, | met with Dr. Barry to get his
advice. (Little did I know that he would die just a
few weeks later.) His advice to me was very
simple: “Every day, walk across the road and
pick up a stone and carry it to the other side.
Pretty soon, you’ll notice that you’ve moved
quite a pile.” He gave me that advice not 10 feet
from where I’'m writing right now. Folksy, but
true.

The LCMS has plenty of warts and
imperfections. That’s always true of the Church
on this earth (see Paul’s letters to Galatia and
Corinth). But she’s the best thing going. When |
say we ought to be who we are, I’'m not saying
don’t innovate, think outside the box, try
something new, take a risk for the sake of the
Gospel mission. I'm saying, in all these things
we cannot and must not lose our fundamental,
biblical, confessional and (above all) Gospel
bearings.

e Let’s be who we are. “The Son of man
came to seek and save the lost” (Luke
19:10). “Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). “But you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of



darkness into his marvelous light” (1
Peter 2:9).
Let’s be who we are. “All scripture is
God-breathed” (2 Tim. 3:16).
Let’s be who we are. “By grace you are
saved, through faith, and this not of
yourselves. It is a gift of God” (Eph. 2:8).
Let’s be who we are. “Baptism now saves
you!” (1 Peter 3:21).
Let’s be who we are. “If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them” (John
20:22).
Let’s be who we are. “Drink of it all of
you; this cup is the new testament in my
blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:27).
Let’s be who we are, “rightly dividing the
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). We are the
Lutheran Church, the church of Law and
Gospel. We are the LCMS, whose first
president wrote the greatest book ever on
Law and Gospel!
Let’s be who we are. As the 2016
convention (at 84 percent) and many
others asserted, there is plenty of room
for flexibility in worship, but we don’t
ditch Confession and Absolution. We
don’t ditch the readings. We don’t ditch
the creed. We don’t ditch faithful Law
and Gospel preaching. We don’t mess
with the Lord’s Words of Institution.
Doing so amounts to ditching the Gospel!
Let’s be who we are. As Hermann Sasse
pointed out, the LCMS is unique in both
highly treasuring the office of pastor
(“Let them do this with joy and not with
groaning, for that would be of no
advantage to you,” Heb. 13:17) and
having a faithful, active laity, deeply
involved in the life and mission of the
Church,
Let’s be who we are. God treasures
children, family and education. So do we.
Let’s be who we are. Pastors are
“servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1; see also
Apology XXIV, 78-80). There is pastoral
discretion in giving the Lord’s Supper,
and we grant it, but simply placing a

The office you have placed me in has many
responsibilities. The one repeated most often in
the LCMS Constitution and Bylaws is that of
doing whatever the president can to uphold the
public teaching, doctrine and practice of the
LCMS. That includes, by the way, fervent desire
to reach out with the Gospel. Until my last hour
in this office, I will press toward this goal. God
help us all. And He does.

— Pastor Matthew Harrison

(The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is the 13th man to
serve as president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri
Synod since its founding in 1847. He was elected in 2010,
and he was re-elected in 2013 and in 2016.)
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notice in the bulletin inviting non-LCMS
people to the Sacrament without any
contact with the pastor is not pastoral
discretion. And by the way, the LCMS
has a higher retention of members than
churches practicing open communion.
Let’s be who we say we are.

(originally posted at: blogs.lcms.org/2019/lets-be-who-we-

are)

Dear Saints of Redeemer,

Tom and I feel so blessed by the
outpouring of love to us, shown during
these last several weeks. Your offers of
help were endless and your prayers
were answered.

In a broad statement such as this,
individual names cannot be mentioned
for fear of leaving out a single precious
offer.

We know by the Grace of God I was
given excellent care and was healed,
just as God has blessed us with a loving
and faithful church family

Blessings to each of you.

In Christ’s Service,

Tom and Janey Tiesler




“THE SILENT MINISTRY” INVITES YOU
For the Month of February
“How awesome is this place! This is none other than
the house of God; this is the gate of heaven” (Genesis
28:16). So Jacob confessed as he fled from Canaan.
Joshua, before he led the Israelites into the Promised
Land, was confronted by the Lord: “Take off your
sandals from your feet, for the place where you are
standing is holy” (Joshua 5:15). These words of
Scripture guide the ladies of our congregation as they
carry out what many may describe as “the silent
ministry” — the Altar Guild serving the Lord —
adorning the altar and chancel with colorful
paraments to celebrate the seasons of the church year
as they majestically set forth the life of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

The church year begins with Advent and the royal
blue paraments: a time of preparation and hope. The

Christmas season follows with its white paraments to

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ and leads us into Epiphany that brings the light of Christ to all nations.
The 40-day Lenten season begins with Ash Wednesday and is highlighted with purple paraments to
encourage penitence in preparation for Holy Week, especially Good Friday with its black paraments,
symbolizing deep contrition and sorrow at our Lord’s death. We then celebrate Easter, the chief festival
of the church year, with its white paraments, symbolizing joy at Christ’s resurrection, ending with
Pentecost where we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit with red paraments. Then follows the rest
of the church year with its green paraments to highlight the life and growth of Christ’s church here on
earth.

This “silent ministry” also weekly cares for the sacred linens and the sacred communion vessels with
reverence and humility. As the Altar Guild continues to serve at Redeemer, we invite all our members
to prayerfully consider serving with us, to join with us in gaining insight into the riches of our liturgy
and the significance of the church year through its colorful paraments and banners. Any questions or
thoughts? Call or email Janey Tiesler, and she will set you at ease and assure you that the Altar Guild
will, indeed, appreciate your desire to serve and to learn with us who serve in this “silent ministry” at
Redeemer.

-Audrey Marshall




END OF YEAR 2018 KUSAAL LUTHERAN MISSION SUMMARY
REPORT

December 2018 No. 100

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who sent me, night is coming when no
one can work” John 9:4.

Greetings: On behalf of the churches that | serve (Immanuel, St. John, St. Luke, St. Mark, St.
Matthew, Bethel, Redeemer, Faith, Hope, Grace, St. Paul, Ebenezer, and Nsawora), | bring you

greetings in the name of the New Born King and Redeemer and Savior of the world.

Christmas Convention: The three days Christmas convention ended on 30" December. | was
blessed and everyone who attended was blessed. The Bible studies on Jonah 3:1-10 and
Ephesians 2:1-10 which were led by our vicars were well done. On Jonah the emphasis was on
“New Jonah” who repented and went ahead to witness to the people of Nineveh. The reports
from various churches, the youth president, the men’s president, the women’s president, the
Church Council chairman were all inspiring. The dramas, the choirs singing and dancing, the
baptisms and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper were significant. A major thing that was
discussed was to open two new churches in 2019.

Your support: On behalf of the Church council, we thank and praise the Lord for all the
support, encouragement and financial assistance received to run the weekly radio broadcast
program, performing regular evangelism/outreach programs, running the weekly leadership
training classes, supporting the two campus ministries, assisting Concordia Preparatory School,
translating good Lutheran materials into various local languages and having them printed for
use, purchasing goats for needy women and widows, lining sanitary wells for communities that
lack good drinking water, providing eye glasses for needy people, providing shoes for needy
children.

Our Prayer: May the Lord guide and bless all of us in the coming years to serve him better
than we have done in the past.

This is how we know what love is: lesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down
our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but
has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu



February 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3 Fourth Sunday
after the
Epiphany

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine
Service

Door Offering
Choir

6
10 Bible Study

7

Confirmation

8

10 Fifth Sunday
after the
Epiphany

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine
Service

Choir

11
8 AA

12

13
10 Bible Study

14

Confirmation

15

16
8:30 Men’s
Breakfast

17 Sixth Sunday
after the
Epiphany

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine
Service

Choir

18
8 AA

19

6:30 Council

20
10 Bible Study

21

Confirmation

22

23

24 Seventh
Sunday after the
Epiphany

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine
Service

LWML Mite
Collection

Choir

25
8 AA

26

27
10 Bible Study

28

Confirmation




Proclaiming

the Praizes of Christ

in Prague

O Morning Star, how fair and bright!
You shine with God’s own truth
and light.
Aglow with grace and mercy!
Of Jacob’s race. King David’s son,
Our Lord and master, You have won
Our hearts to serve You only!
Lowly. holy!
Great and glorious,
All victorious,
Rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!

Lord, when You look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above
A ray of purest pleasure.
Your Word and Spirit. flesh and blood
Refresh our souls with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure!
Let Your mercy
Warm and cheer us!
O draw near us!
For You teach us
God’s own love through You has
reached us!

O let the harps break forth in sound!
Our joy be all with music crowned.
Our voices gladly blending!
For Christ goes with us all the way —
Today. tomorrow. ev’ry day!
His love is never ending!
Sing out! Ring out!
Jubilation!
Exultation!
Tell the story!
Great is He, the King of Glory!

Lutheran Service Book #3935

December 2018

Christmas Beams Light into Epiphany
- Down, Into, and Through -

As the month of January comes. I often sense a feeling of emptiness. The
Christmas trees are undecorated and thrown in the trash. The decorations are
taken down, stored for later this year. And we are left in what might feel like a
liturgical void—the celebrating of Christmas is gone, and the focus of Lent and
its giving way to the celebration of Easter still lies ahead in the Church Year.
We are in the season of Epiphany, which offers us another extended season of
liturgical green. What shall we say? Ho-hum?

But Epiphany should be anything buf ho-hum. In fact. this season is part of the
Church’s living-out of its faith. I like to say that Advent is the faith of the
Church; it awaits the return of the One who already has come once to save us
from sin, death and the devil. But Epiphany is the work of the Church; it shines
the Light of Christ to the ends of the earth. even to the farthest corners and to
the most unlikely of people.

That is because that is exactly what happened on that first Epiphany. Epiphany’s
season begins with that first day, set aside to be a commemoration on January 6,
when the Magi came from the east (gentile star-watchers from a gentile nation)
to offer their gifts to the boy-child who was God-in-flesh: gold. frankincense
and myrrh. Their journey and their gifts say a lot to us. These magi would hard-
ly have undertaken such an excursion for just another Jewish baby. And the gifts
they brought with them were the gifts appropriate for a monarch. Their coming,
their worship and their obeisance confessed that the Creator of the world had
come to visit His creation, both the Jewish shepherds of Christmas night and
these gentile star-watchers of Epiphany.

So it is that Epiphany continues to gather the nations to Israel’s Messiah and
everyone to the world’s Redeemer. We confess this in the Nunc Dimittis when
we sing: A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people of
Israel. Epiphany is the realization that the Light of God that shown on that first
Christmas night continues to shine down from heaven—through holy Word and
blessed Sacraments—and shines into us. Shining into us, it dispels the darkness
that sin, trespass and iniquity have wrought. This holy Light fills us with for-
giveness, peace and heavenly joy. We are the people brought out of the evil-
filled darkness to dwell in the grace-filled Light that shines from Christ Himself.
And having shown into us. Christ seeks to shine that Light through us to the
world still walking in that darkness.

As missionaries to the Czech Republic, it is our prayer that we shine that Light
in whatever we are doing there in Prague. And as Christ’s Epiphany people. you
do the same by His work in you. It is not just for Sunday morning or for Bible
studies. Christmas’s Light is to shine into the darkness of the pain that people
carry over sins committed. Christmas’s Light is to shine in our dealings with
even the rudest of people. Christmas’s Light is to shine life even into the funer-
als of the faithful, knowing that they dwell in the eternal Light. This is what it
means to be Epiphany people. not those who ho-hum our way through this sea-
son but who instead pray: Lord of Light, shine Your light down into this world:
let it shine into me and through me to those around me wherever You cause me
to be. Amen.
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Witness Always

‘We always thank and praise our
Lord for all our supporters, do-
nors, and those who offer prayers
for us. This month we lift praise
to God for the support given by
the following ministries:

Faith Lutheran
Hazard, NE

Peace Lutheran
Grand Island, NE

St. Peter Lutheran
Deshler, NE

Watch for your congregation in
the coming months!

Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenedska 365/41

Praha 6 160 00

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharaich 14/152

Praha 1 110 00

Czech Republic

Pray for us as we make prepara-
tions to travel back to Prague.

Please pray for the meetings re-
quired for our long-term visas

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and down-
load an application at
www.lems.ore/service. Click
on “Service Opportunities.”

Our email address is
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org

Our Return Draws Ever Closer!

. As we have traveled about, we have been asked for
prayer concerns. In every place, we shared the frus-
tration we have had with getting our background

checks from Ghana accomplished and also done to

C%é the level that the Czech Republic requires. We thank
4 all of you for vowr prayers because they are done!

We were able to get very well documents from Gha-

Qf na. and they have gone through further authentica-

tion here in the USA. So, praise the Lord, we have

that done: and we are closer to returning now. In
fact, we have decided to return to Prague sooner than later and work on our long-
term visas from there. Keep the prayers coming! The Lord has been good to us!

One thing that has slowed us down is a
health concern. Suzanne and Dale have regu-
lar skin cancer checks: and during our most
recent one, a small melanoma was found on
Suzanne’s forehead. It does not look like it
has spread or that there will need to be a lot
treatment for this, but it has to come off. Be-
cause of the location, she will have to under-
go general anesthesia and have a number of
stitches. Her surgery is January 10th. We would greatly appreciate your prayers for
the procedure and for her quick recovery.

Support Raising Completed

We were able to finish our very busy schedule of support raising in the month of
December. Since September, we have visited 21 congregations and ministries.
dropped in on 17 congregations as we traveled. preached 13 different sermons, and
visited Mission Central in Mapleton, IA, and the International Center in St. Louis,
MO. We were warinly received wherever we went. even the one time we came late
by accident! And we were able to reconnect with previous supporters as well as
encourage new ones. We thank God for this wonderful time of encouragement!

Christmas with Most of Our Family

Just as we were able to see our oldest child
for Thanksgiving. so too were we able to see
the younger two. We spent Christmas with
our daughter, Gretchen. and her husband,
Tom. and our grandson. Isaiah. We also had
our youngest, Jonathan (center). who is serv-

spend Christmas with us. With a group call
to Joshua in NC, we were all able to be to-
gether. at least electronically!

As we prepare to move back to Prague, there are a lot of little things that need to
be accomplished. all of which can be nerve-racking. As always. this is a trip based
on faith. We do not know where and to whom the Lord is leading. But we know
that He goes with us. We pray that all will be accomplished in His time and by His
grace. And we pray also that you, too, would know that the Lord goes ahead of you
to lead and behind you to protect. Let us all be Epiphany lights. shining the Light
of Christ, because the days are evil and all people need to hear the love of God in
Christ.

We commend you to Christ!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift
to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central

P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy El16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Maplefon, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missour: Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www_lcms org/kaster.
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org

rlcnashville@bellsouth.net
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