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He Is Risen! 
 

 During Holy Week I received the following greeting that brought me great joy: 
 

 
 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) reminded me that the Good News of Jesus’ resurrection is 

shared throughout this dark world in numerous languages.  Praise God!  The words of the angels given 

to the women at Jesus’ tomb are recorded and translated for the nations!  And LHF explains what the 

Good News means by publishing Lutheran teaching, that is, the pure doctrine, in over 100 different 

languages! 

 Despite the bombings of Christian worshippers in Sri Lanka, the persecutions in other parts of 

Asia and the Middle East, and the ridicule that is received by Christians in the west, there is Easter joy 

that cannot be taken away and that is confessed on the lips of believers by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 How wonderful that the truth is recorded and spoken that many may believe in the One who is 

“the resurrection and the life”! (Jn. 11:25).  What comfort in the promise of Christ that the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against his Church! (Matt. 16:18). 

 During this Easter season as we continue to greet each other in our congregation with the Good 

News of the resurrection, we are to realize that we are not the only ones!  In languages we have never 

heard spoken the joy of Easter is proclaimed!  May it continue and increase until the Day our Lord 

comes again. 

 Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

 He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  
           

          – Pastor Young
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Growing In Christ Sunday 

School                 May 2019 

 
Easter 3 – 5/5 
Jesus Calms a Storm  Mark 4:35-41 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be 

saved. Acts 4:12 

Today the Sunday School students study the 

account “Jesus Calms a Storm.” Just as Jesus 

calmed the storm with His Word for the 

frightened disciples, so He calms and ends the 

storm of sin and death by taking our sin upon 

Himself and dying in our place so we may live 

eternally. Consider discussing, “What did Jesus 

do to calm the storm? How does Jesus calm the 

storms in our life?” Law Sin causes me to fear 

and doubt that God cares for or loves me. My 

fears suffocate faith and lead me to despair and 

hopelessness. Gospel God’s Son, who suffered 

and died for me, is the proof that God cares for 

me and will never leave me nor forsake me.  
 

Easter 4 – 5/12 
Jesus Heals Jairus’s Daughter   
Mark 5:21-24, 35-43 
We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 

life. Romans 6:4 

The story “Jesus Heals Jairus’s Daughter” serves 

as the focus of Sunday School today. Just as 

Jesus by word and touch raised the dead girl to 

life, so by His Word and Sacraments, He kills 

and buries death and raises us to eternal life. 

Questions for discussion include, “How did 

Jesus heal this little girl? How does Jesus heal us 

from the sickness of sin?” Law Because of my 

sin, I fall short of the glory of God and deserve 

only death, the required price for sin. Gospel 

Jesus, the God-man, is life. Victorious over sin, 

death, and the grave, He forgives my sins and 

gives me life eternal through His Word and 

Sacraments. 
 

Easter 5 – 5/19 
Jesus Walks on Water  Matthew 14:22-33 
But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; 

it is I. Do not be afraid.” Matthew 14:27 

Today in Sunday School, we study the account 

“Jesus Walks on Water.” Jesus was gracious to 

Peter when he feared drowning. Jesus is gracious 

to us and is ready to catch us as we sink in sin  
 

and unbelief; His hand is always strong to save 

us. Consider asking, “How did Jesus rescue 

Peter? How does Jesus rescue us?” Law The 

First Commandment tells me that I should fear, 

love, and trust in God above all things. Gospel 

Jesus kept the First Commandment perfectly for 

me, and when I sink in unbelief, His faithful 

hand grabs me, pulls me up, and forgives me.  
 

Easter 6 – 5/26 
Jesus Heals a Blind Man  John 9 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. John 1:4 

Today in Sunday School, children learn about 

Jesus healing a blind man (John 9). Jesus came 

into this world to forgive us and grant us faith—

spiritual sight. He gives sight to our souls by 

forgiving our sins. In your family faith 

discussions talk about how sin blinds us in our 

life of faith. Consider asking, “What ways does 

sin do that? How do the Word and Sacraments 

give us ‘eyes of faith’ so that we can believe?” 

Law Sin has blinded my eyes so that I cannot see 

or believe in Jesus. Gospel In His Word and 

Sacraments, Jesus gives me eyes of faith so that I 

can believe in Him as my Savior and trust His 

love for me.  

 

For the Month of May 
 

Ushers:  
 
 

Altar Care:  
 

Sunday Morning Refreshments 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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Movie Review: Unplanned 
Directed by Cary Solomon and Chuck 

Konzelman 

Starring Ashley Bratcher, Brooks Ryan, and 

Robia Scott 

Rated R for some disturbing/bloody images 
 

 On Tuesday, April 9, the brother pastors 

of Ascension, Concordia, Our Savior, Redeemer, 

Shepherd of the Hills, and Trinity Lutheran met 

for a viewing of one of the most controversial 

films ever released.  Unplanned is based on the 

story of and same-named book by Abby Johnson, 

who at one time was one of the youngest Planned 

Parenthood directors in the United States.  It 

follows her volunteer work, employment, and 

eventual resignation from Planned Parenthood 

after witnessing an ultrasound-guided abortion.  

Ms. Johnson herself had two abortions before her 

departure from Planned Parenthood, which is one 

of the many intriguing aspects of the story: how 

she initially justified what she came to be a 

leading voice against. 

The film is absolutely brutal—there’s no 

other way to put it.  The directors and Ms. 

Johnson wanted to portray what truly happens 

during an abortion, and specifically, during the 

abortions she witnessed.  The ultrasound-guided 

abortion is illustrated through computer-

generated imagery; her own abortions are related 

in very bloody scenes; a dismembered baby is 

shown lying on a table; a woman who faced a 

crisis resulting from the procedure is graphically 

portrayed.  The MPAA got it right when 

assigning an “R” rating—the sick irony of it all is 

that many states allow young women to have an 

abortion who would be denied entrance to this 

film.  In fact, the rating affirms that abortion is 

not simply a “routine medical procedure.” 

Many reviews that disliked the film focus 

on the style, giving critiques of the acting, 

writing, directing, or production quality, 

frequently labeling it “propaganda”—one review 

ended condescendingly, “‘Unplanned’ views 

humanity itself in black and white.”  But no 

review I’ve read critiques the substance, which is 

the harsh reality of abortion.  No review I’ve  

 

 

 
Pastors from the Nashville and Middle Tennessee 

Circuits attended the movie Unplanned to show their 
support for the sanctity of human life.  From 

left:  Lane Reuter, Greg Bauch, David McMinn, Philip 
Young, Ken Shaw, Eric Phillips, Erik Christensen. 

 

read wrote the equivalent of, “This film’s 

depiction of abortion is fantasy.”  That’s because 

it’s not.  People indeed claim that Ms. Johnson 

invented her assisting in an ultrasound-guided 

abortion, to which I direct you to her response: 

https://thefederalist.com/2019/04/08/yes-really-

see-ultrasound-guided-abortion-made-pro-life/.  

I, for one, believe her.  Is the film, as another 

review puts it, “non-stop proselytizing [against] 

abortion”?  Yes.  But to dismiss a film because it 

wishes to convey a message is to go against 

artistic intent in general.  That many believe the 

anti-choice message of Unplanned to be wrong is 

undeniable—similarly undeniable is the violent 

reality of abortion portrayed on-screen. 

The film certainly preaches to the choir.  

And the heavy heavy majority of viewers 

entering the theater know this film’s message.  

But there have been testimonies of those 

contemplating abortion leaving the theater with a 

view toward life.  Praise God!  For the choir, the 

film keeps urgency for pro-life action alive.  It’s 

our human tendency to become lackadaisical 

over time—abortion was deemed legal over 45 

years ago.  But like Norma McCorvey, the story 

of Abby Johnson provides hope for our culture’s 

return to God’s absolute morality at the most 

basic level.  She’s a modern-day St. Paul of the 
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abortion industry: an enemy converted to a voice 

of truth.  I’m not sure I could view this film a 

second time unless I went to support those who 

were unsure of viewing it themselves.  For those 

who think they can endure the gruesome visual 

of abortion, I urge you to support this film; for 

those who think they can’t, I suggest Ms. 

Johnson’s book; for those who neither want to 

see nor read of the brutal reality of abortion, I 

fully understand.  And to everyone I remind that 

Jesus “came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly” (Jn 10:10).  Special thanks to Rev. 

Phil Young for organizing the viewing.   

 

—Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension Lutheran Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you 
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their 
Community Rewards Program online 
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly 
check. Redeemer has elected to place 

these dollars in the Sanctuary 
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just 

received a check for $60.92. Simple, 
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s 

office for details on how to participate. 
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May 2019 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
10 Bible Study 

 

2 
Confirmation 

3 4 
1-4 Second 

Harvest Food 

Bank Work 
Day 

 

5 Third Sunday 

of Easter 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 

Choir 

 

6 
8 AA 

7 
6 Country 

Villas Annual 

Meeting  

8 
10 Bible Study 

 

9  
Confirmation 

6-7:30 Doral 

Country Villas 

meeting (not 
same as 5/7) 

10 11 

 

12 Fourth 

Sunday of Easter 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Choir 

Mothers’ Day 

 

13 
8 AA 

14 

 

15 
10 Bible Study 

 

 

16 
Confirmation 

17 

 

18 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

19 Fifth Sunday 

of Easter 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Visit from Pastor 

Nicholas Salifu, 

Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 

of Ghana 

Pot-luck luncheon 
following Divine 

Service 

 

20 
8 AA 

21 
6:30 Council 

22 
10 Bible Study 

 

 

23 
Confirmation 

24 25 

26 Sixth Sunday 

of Easter 
9:15 Education Hour 

10:30 Divine Service 

Recognition of 

Graduates 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Choir 

 

27 
8 AA 

Memorial 
Day 

28  
10 Ladies 

Home 
Improvement 

Group 

29 
10 Bible Study 

 

30 The 

Ascension of 

Our Lord 
7 Divine 

Service 

 

31  
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