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Summer Reading Group

Are you a Lutheran only because you were raised in a Lutheran household? Do you believe that
Lutheranism is just one of many denominations? Do you believe that the Lutheran confessions are
relevant and have life-changing hope to offer people in our postmodern culture? Are you expecting the
growth of the Church to happen by something other than the Means of Grace? Has your criticism of the
faithful Lutheran congregation made you a critic of God? Do you believe that God is far away or near in
the gathering of the saints, whether two or three or many more?

Sadly, many have left the Lutheran Church casting aside the treasure freely given to them while
chasing after a Holy Spirit of their own making and the glory of their heart’s desire. Others have not left
the Lutheran Church, but still they don’t really believe that Lutheran theology has anything distinctive
and uniquely suited to answer the questions of today’s world. Still others rejoice in the rich theology of
our confessions knowing that this pure doctrine is a faithful exposition of the prophetic and apostolic
Scriptures and the only anchor that holds against the uncertain winds of contemporary culture. These
confessional Lutherans truly believe that those who have ears and hear the Lutheran articulation of the
Christian faith are blessed.

Come to the Summer Reading Group and be strengthened in your understanding of what is true
and the only hope for those who are held captive in the world. Authentic Christianity is a must read for
Christians on the front lines of the Church Militant.

AUTHENTIC
CHRISTIANITY
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Overview (from www.cph.org):

Burned-out believers and spiritual secularists have given up any hope that an engaging and
meaningful spirituality can be found in a single Christian denomination. So rather than attending
worship at a local church, they attend to their spiritual needs elsewhere. While these disaffected
believers have not rejected the existence of God, they have strongly rejected whatever it is they
think the church today has to offer.

To counter this trend, churches across America are constantly updating their culture to accord
with the culture outside the church. But is this the best framework for recovering authentic
Christian spirituality?

Authentic Christianity offers another idea—that the Lutheran tradition embodies a framework of
Christianity that uniquely addresses the postmodern condition. It does so not by being
“emergent” or by making up a new approach to church or to the Christian life. Rather, it does so
in an unexpected way: by being confessional, sacramental, and vocational.

Please sign up in the library. The price of each book is $14.00. Books and discussion guides
may be picked up in the church office by Sunday, June 2. Meeting dates are as follows:

Friday, June 14, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. — Discussion on Part 1, pp. 8-79
Friday, June 21, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. — Discussion on Part 2, pp. 80-150
Friday, June 28, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m. — Discussion on Part 3, pp. 151-232

— Pastor Young

AVISIT FROM THE MISSION

AVISIT TO THE FOOD BANK

FIELD

Rev. Nicholas Salifu, Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana, delivered the whole council of
God in his sermon to Redeemer on the Fifth
Sunday of Easter, May 19, 2019. Redeemer has
been counted worthy to support God’s work of
delivering His Gospel in the northern region of
Ghana through Pastor Salifu for several years.
Below Pastor Salifu encourages children at
Redeemer to have confidence in the truth of
God’s Holy Word, to know that God cannot deny
Himself and therefore cannot deny the salvation
He has promised and delivered in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

On Saturday, May 4™ several members of
Redeemer Lutheran, pictured below, labored in
love at Second Harvest Food Bank.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
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A REMEMBRANCE EVERLASTING

During the 40 days of Lent, we were encouraged
to remember: To remember on Ash Wednesday
that we are dust and will return to dust; to
remember the Covenant our merciful God made
with Abraham; to remember our God’s wondrous
works of grace and mercy in the redemption of
His people; to remember Jesus’ words to a
boastful Peter; to remember our sins no more
under God’s new Covenant; to remember His
steadfast love that brought salvation to the ends
of the earth.

To those who were unable to join us this Holy
Week of 2019, we remember, too, The Triduum
and pray that you will join us now in that
remembrance. We gathered on Holy Thursday,
and we were invited to receive the Lord’s body
“given for you™ and the Lord’s blood “shed for
you” in remembrance of Him. We then entered
Good Friday with our Lord and Savior
sacrificing His life “for you” — and also the
criminal crucified with Him, moved to confess
Jesus as his Lord with a plea for Jesus “to
remember me.” Leaving the darkness of Good
Friday, we entered the Vigil of Easter with
readings from God’s Word and moving us to the
gift of Holy Baptism whence we were buried
with Christ in His death and raised to life with
Christ in His resurrection. Rising early on Easter
morn, we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord
with the victorious greeting: “Alleluia! Christ is
risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” Again, we
were encouraged to remember: Jesus is risen!

Having finished our walk of remembrance this
Holy Week of 2019, we give thanks to God for
His faithful servant, Pastor Young: for his
proclamation of God’s Word; for assuring us of
the forgiveness of our sins accomplished for us
by Jesus on the cross; for bringing to our
remembrance the passion of our Lord Jesus
Christ, His resurrection, and His victory “for us.”
Let us also give thanks to Christine W. for her
dedicated service during this Holy Week, with
the sorrow and joy of our Lord’s passion truly
deepened by her musical gifts. And a thank you
also to Jim M. for his hours and hours preparing
the individual service bulletins that enhanced our
worship at Redeemer during this Holy Week.

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
May we ever remember our Lord’s Passion,
Resurrection, and Victory “for us.” This is,
indeed, a remembrance everlasting!

— Audrey M.

AVISIT TO THE MISSION FIELD
Redeemer’s Fred Guengerich had
the opportunity to visit Our
Missionaries in Prague, Czech
Republic. Below he provides an
update directly from the mission
field.

One of the missionaries our
congregations supports is Rev. Dale Kaster, who
with his wife Suzanne visited us last December
and continues to provides updates. As you know,
last year he and his wife finished with their
assignment in Africa and moved to Prague, in the
Czech Republic. I am here in Prague this week
on business and was able to visit the Kasters and
attend Bible class and
Divine Worship at St.
Michael the Archangel
Lutheran Church, where
he is the shepherd of the
English-speaking
congregation. I will not
go into detail, in that he
has provided you with
much already.

This is a small congregation and they share the
facility with the Czech-speaking service, which
meets earlier. The English-speaking members are
a mixture of ex-pats who are here for various
reasons, many Americans. The church is a
wonderful old building with a pipe organ —and a
good organist. They use the Lutheran Service
Book, just like we do, and follow the same basic
liturgy. Just like us. My impression of the
members who came to Bible Class was very
good, people who were very interested in the
Word. They are studying the Epistle to the
Philippians. There were about 25-30 attending
the Divine Service last Sunday [Fifth Sunday of



Easter, May 19, 2019]. It is an old church, and
Pastor Kaster was speaking form a very elevated
pulpit, with stairs leading up to it, if you have
ever seen pictures of those form older churches.

The Kasters are
doing good
work but it is
very different
than in Africa.
Suzanne told me
that it is, of
course, much
more modern
and easier to live here than in Ghana. Rev. Kaster
has recently traveled to Wittenberg and Frankfurt
(Germany) for meetings. On the other hand, she
said that people are not as open to them and to
the Gospel as in Africa. Europe is a very secular
place, in general, and the Communist regime
lasted 40 years in Czechoslovakia and
discouraged religion. So there is a mission here,
even where John Hus worked and so close to the
birthplace of Lutheranism.

It was good to see the Kasters. Aside from the
issues I mentioned, it’s an interesting place to
visit (great food & beer—I guess it’s OK to say
that in the newsletter) and there is a lot of history
here. I will probably be coming back to Prague in
September 2020 for something else and hope to
visit the church again. Please continue to pray for
both of them!

— Fred G.

(The images above are from St. Michael the Archangel in
Prague, Czech Republic. The first image is Rev. Dale
Kaster & Fred Guengerich.)

For the Month of May
Ushers:
Altar Care:
Sunday Morning Refreshments

Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries




Jroclaiming
the Praises of Christ

Our Paschal Lamb,
That Sets Us Free

Our Paschal Lamb. that sets us free,
Is sacrificed, O keep

The feast of freedom gallantly:

Let alleluias leap:

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluial Again

Sing alleluia, ery aloud:
Alleluial Amen!

Let all our lives now celebrate
The feast; let malice die.

Let love grow strong anew. and great.

Let truth stamp out the lie.
Alleluia! Alleluial Alleluial Again
Sing alleluia, ery aloud:

Alleluial Amen!

Let all our deeds, unanimous,
Confess Him as our Lord

Who by the Spirit lives in us,

The Father’s living Word.
Alleluial Alleluia! Alleluia! Again
Sing alleluia, ery aloud:

Alleluial Amen!

Text: Martin Franzmann
Lutheran Service Book #473

April 2019

Veselé Velikonoce!

Happy Easter!

Okay, let me be honest with you. I
have never been a big fan of our word
“Easter” being used to denote the festi-
val of our Lord’s resurrection. It is
Germanic in origin, and there is not a
full agreement on its etymology. Some
see it as taken from an older Germanic
word for “east” and by transference,
“dawn.” Still others see it as a refer-
ence to Eastre, a spring goddess. What-
ever the case, it falls far short of the
romance languages’ word for Easter: in
French, “Paques:”™ in  Spanish,
“Pascua.” Both of these words reach
back to the Old Testament and the
Feast of Passover, for which the He-
brew word is “Pesach.” After all. it
was on that night that God freed them
from slavery, and it was on that night

The peace that flows from Christ is

proclaimed.

that they were blessed by the Passover lamb whose blood marked their doors and
whose flesh they ate. And, after all, it was at the Feast of the Passover that our
Lord offered Himself for us (John 19:14). So, how fitting it is that other lan-
guages tie the Feast of the Lord’s Resurrection to the Paschal deliverance.

How excited T was this year, during my first Czech Easter. to find out about their
word which denotes this feast. It is “Velikonoce,” it means, “the big night.” Yes!
Tt is big, the biggest of nights! It is when God prophetically delivered Israel from
slavery in Egypt: and then, as a fulfillment of that, He delivered us all from sin.
In the liturgy of the Easter Vigil (held on Saturday night), the pastor offers a
prayer that includes these words: This is the night when You brought our fathers,
the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt and led them through the Red Sea
on dry ground. This is the night when all who believe in Christ are delivered
from bondage to sin and are restored to life and immortality. This is the night
when Christ, the Life, arose from the dead.

It is sad that the people of this country use such a heavy-with-theology word to
signify this Feast of feasts, but do not celebrate it that same way. This blessed
season, this Easter that is celebrated for a week of weeks (seven Sundays in East-
er!), this big night, has brought us to the dawning of a new day—a day of redemp-
tion, a day of resurrection, a day of life everlasting. And that is our mission here,
to share this truth with everyvone here.

It is our prayer also that this Big-Night might reign in vour heart. Death has been
made a joke; it can keep us no longer. By this Big-Night, the devil’s reign, by
which he held us in bondage to sin, has been broken by Christ Jesus. By this Big-
Night, we have been brought into the freedom of the family of God. God is truly
“our Father” and we are truly His sons and daughters. Therefore, with the hymn
we add our Alleluias that cannot end.

Veselé Velikonoce! A most happy Big-Night to you!



\* A New Life Given!

We had the first baptism of our
ministry here in the Czech Repub-
lic. It came on the Second Sunday
of Easter, which is also known as
“Quasimodo Geniti,” which means,
“Like newborn infants.” The child,
the son of a Czech father and of a
Finnish mother, received new birth
through the divine washing of Holy
Baptism. It was a great way to cele-
brate this big feast!

LL ITHERAN CHURCH

Missouri Synod

Witness Always

We always thank and praise our
Lord for all our supporters, do-
nors, and those who offer prayers
for us. This month we lift praise

to God for the support given by Trip to Podébrady
The Czech and English speaking congrega- e
tions of St. Michael’s recently went on a
St. Peter Lutheran fellowship outing to the spa city of
Cornelius, OR Podébrady. It was beautiful just getting there,
seeing the flowering countryside. It was even
Zion Lutheran more beautiful on our arrival i this flower-
S filled town, including various springs whose [ ,!!-/

Dexter, TA waters are pquOIted to be healthful.

the following ministries:

Christ the Redeemer
Tulsa, OK
# pated in the Czech March for Life and Family. Unforfunately,

L —— there was a scheduling conflict with our trip to Pcdebrady But we

the coming months! tha‘r we, His creations, should honor and respect it. There was
some peaceful yet detem]med opposition to the march. But the
police cleared the path, and the march made it all the way from

B Prague castle to Wenceslas Square.

Our address in Prague:
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster Trip to Wittenberg, Germany

Bubeneéska 365/41 On May 13-15, confessional Lutherans from all over Europe will be gathering for a
Praha 6 160 00 conference on the parts of our confessions that condemn false teachings. The presenta-
‘ tions will deal with the place of such statements mn our world today. Is it enough to say

Czech Republic “This 1s what I believe,” without saying “This is what I reject?” Our whole team in the

Czech Republic will be there, as well as people from other European Lutheran minis-
The church address in Prague: tries. Please pray for the travel of the participants and for the success of this confer-
St. Michael's Lutheran Church ence.

V Jircharich 14/152 Trip to Frankfurt, Germany

Praha 1110 0? In the USA, pastors are supposed to meet monthly with their colleagues in order to
Czech Republic further their understanding of the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, to gather
for the Sacrament, and to offer casuistry (brotherly support and feedback). As the pas-
tor of St. Michael’s in Prague, I need to be recerving such help as well as offering 1t.
So, on May I will begin traveling to participate m those meetings in Frankfurt, Germa-
ny. God bless the meetings and the fruit of them!

Please, pray for our travels.

Onmne Last Thing ...

Among the many Czech traditions that are a part of Velikonoce,
Czech Easter eggs were a hit with us, especially Suzanne. Czech
artisans painstakingly blow out the eggs of their contents and then
either paint the whole egg or carve decorative holes in them before
g painting them. They bring a brightness to our home!

Please, pray that the officials will
approve our visa application.

There are many opportunities | We commend you to Christ!

to serve as short-term or Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster

GEO missionaries. Check - Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic
load an appllcatlon at

W1 ms.ore/ser e. Click To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters. you may send a tax-deductible gift

on “Service Opportunities.” o
The Lutheran Church—Missouni Synod OR Mission Central
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy El6
Our email address is St. Louis. MO 63166-6861 Mapleton. TA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at
www.lems org/kaster.

Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 Seventh 3 4 5 6 7 8
Sunday of Easter 8 AA 10 Bible Study
t
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
Door Offering
9 The Day of 10 11 12 13 14 15
Pentecost 8 AA 10 Bible Study 12-3 VBS Setup | 6:30-8 7—noon Youth
9:15 Education Hour 12-3 VBS Setup Summer Group Yard
10:30 Divine Service Reading Sale
3 TBD VBS 8:30 Men’s
Setup Breakfast
4 Church
Picnic
16 The Holy 17 18 19 20 21 22
Trinity 8 AA 6:30 Council | 10 Bible Study 6:30-8 TBD VBS
9:15 Education Hour Summer Setup
L. . Reading
10:30 Divine Service
Fathers’ Day
23 Second 24 25 26 27 28 29
Sunday after VBS 5:30- VBS 5:30- VBS 5:30-7:30 6:30-8
Pentecost 7:30 7:30 Summer
Reading

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
VBS 5:30-7:30

30 Third Sunday
after Pentecost

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service

LWML Mite
Collection




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org

rlcnashville@bellsouth.net
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