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Redemption

“I believe that Jesus Christ . . . has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death” (Small Catechism
Explanation to the Second Article of the Creed).

Martin Luther penned these words as a restatement of the truth that is revealed in 1 Peter:
“knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with
perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot” (1 Pet. 1:18-19).

The meaning of the word “redeem” is to buy back a slave. Christ redeemed us, or ransomed us,
from captivity to sin, death, and the devil. “The redemption of a soul is so precious, costs so much, that
all the treasures of this word are of no avail to achieve redemption” (Koehler, A Summary of Christian
Doctrine, p. 111). The “blood of bulls and goats” is not sufficient to pay the ransom price (Heb. 10:4).
“Not even a human sacrifice is sufficiently precious” (Koehler, A Summary of Christian Doctrine, p.
111). It took God in the flesh to pay the ransom and achieve our redemption.

Perhaps a few additional points should be made. First, Christ has not only redeemed us, that is,
believers. The Bible teaches universal redemption, or reconciliation. It teaches universal grace and
universal atonement. This means that redemption by the work of Christ was not limited to the elect. “In
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself” (2 Cor. 5:19). It is true that only the those who believe
on Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit benefit from the redemption of mankind. Nevertheless, Christ
paid for the sins of all people.

The second important point is that Christ did not pay Satan the redemption price. “Christ
rendered satisfaction to God” (Pieper, Christian Dogmatics Vol. 11, p. 379). Evidently, the Church
Father Origen and others held that Christ paid the ransom to Satan. But, as the Lutheran theologian
Quenstedt taught, “The devil has through God’s righteous judgment been made the jailer of men, not
their lord and judge, who could demand the ransom” (Pieper, Christian Dogmatics Vol. Il, p. 379). In
other words, as Christ paid the Father the redemption price with his holy precious blood and his innocent
suffering of hell and death, God released man from spiritual captivity to the devil.

Finally, it should be noted that the Bible teaches redemption in two ways. It is taught as
complete and a present status. We are redeemed! But the Bible also speaks of redemption as a future
event. Jesus said about the end, “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power
and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near” (Lk. 21:27-28). And the Apostle Paul reminds us in Romans, “And
not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:23). So even as we are redeemed in
Christ, we await the fullness of the release from all affliction. Furthermore, we rejoice that we are
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redeemed body and soul. Even our bodies have been purchased and won and will be raised and restored
and glorified.

Praise God that “Christ is the World’s Redeemer” (LSB 539) and, thus, the Redeemer of each
one of us who were “lost and condemned.”
— Pastor Young

For the Month of August _ _
The Silent Auction will begin on

October 27" and will end on
November 24™. Proceeds will benefit
specific missions to be chosen in
advance. If you have suggestions for
a mission you would like us to
consider, please contact Julia
Hedrick.

We are reminding you early, so our
talented artistic and crafty people can
be planning ahead for some donations
for the auction. Holiday themed
decorations are popular, as well as
other home decorations, handmade
items, and themed baskets.

See Julia H, Janey T, or Becca R with
questions.

Kroger Community Rewards

Program
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their
Community Rewards Program online Find our newsletters online at:
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
check. Redeemer has elected to place
these dollars in the Sanctuary
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just
received a check for $57.46. Simple,
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s
office for details on how to participate.




Postcard Received on July 8,2019

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

We thank you for your faithful giving to the
work of the Lord entrusted to us. We also ask for
your prayers. We also ask for your prayers. We
have so much to learn here and so many people
to reach. Pray also for the hearts of those that
hear, that the Holy Spirit might work faith in
them. Know we are praying for you.

We commend you to Christ,
Rev. Dale & Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster

Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic! The
Kasters say this at the close of every
correspondence to our little congregation at
Redeemer. It’s as if they’re saying, “We are here
because you, the people of Redeemer Lutheran in
Nashville, sent us. We’re here because you
support us with your offerings and prayers.
We’re here, proclaiming Christ crucified, at St.
Michael’s Lutheran Church (Church of St.
Michael the Archangel) in Prague, 4,817.37
miles from Redeemer Nashville (according to
Google Earth), doing the work you gave us to
do.” The Kasters said the same thing when they
were in Ghana!

What gives? Does our little congregation do that
much? Are we really so important? In a worldly
sense the answer is NO! Redeemer is too small.
Our offerings too little. However, according to
the fellowship in Christ created by the Holy
Spirit it’s not only possible but it’s true. We,
along with all the Kaster’s partners, fully
participate in the work of proclaiming Christ
crucified, for all, anywhere on earth. We have
this privilege because we are In Christ, joined to
Christ and one another in His labor. Sending and
supporting missionaries goes back to earliest
days of Christ’s Church. Paul’s Missionary
Journeys in the Book of Acts should come to

mind. God calls men to be sent, and He calls
others to send and support.

Pastor and Mrs. Kaster apparently want each of
us to know they consider themselves
missionaries sent by the saints of each partner
congregation, even little Redeemer. They have
made themselves servants and representatives of
our love and our desire that all may come to
know Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. As
wonderful as it is to be considered worthy by
God to participate in this work, the Kasters give
us something even greater than being our
Missionaries. It’s in what they write in each
correspondence just before they sign: “We
commend you to Christ!”

— Submitted by Jim M

A few notes from Board of Education
for June and July:

VBS

VBS was June 23-26 and everyone had a
BLAST. Our theme this year was Miraculous
Mission. We are collecting money for our VBS
mission until the end of July. Our goal is $200!
This year we are once again teaming up with
Concordia Gospel Outreach. The money will go
towards sending The Work of His Hands for
Kids, a Bible-based book about God’s love for
everyone, to kids in the United States who need
to hear the Gospel. We will report our tally for
the collection next month!

Hereis a
. note from
our
Mission
director:
Just
finished
up
another

. : year of
Vacation Bible School at our church and had fun
like always doing puppet skits for the children.
Hoppy/ Tom T was our guest this year and he



was a ribbiting blast to talk with about God’s
miraculous mission.

Thanks to all my helpers especially Michelle |
for organizing, Amy Y for teaching, Christy K
for crafts, Sam G for games, Janey T for food,
Candy S for snacks, Christine W for music, Pam
L for food help, and Pastor Young for teaching
the kids God’s word! Special appreciation and
thanks to the youth that helped, Matthew Y,
AnnaY, Jayme Y, Elizabeth W, Catherine W
and Kaleigha M, your enthusiasm and leading by
example helps the younger kids have more fun!

Till next year! Geal G

Youth
Trip
Thank you
to all the
volunteers
that helped B
make the Y Sl

Youth yard sale a huge success. An amount of
$1083.65 was raised to help send the kids to St.
Louis. The kids went on their trip to St. Louis
trip July 11-14. We have loved seeing their
journey on our Facebook Page. More to come on
the trip.

We Need Sunday School Teachers!!
Our new Fall Sunday School material is coming
and our kids will be back to school soon which
means our classes will be changing slightly. We
NEED teachers and backups!! If you would like
to teach or help teach please let Michelle or
Rachel know.

Events coming up:
Rally day September 8th
Children’s Christmas program December 8th

The role of the Financial Secretary

As part of the newsletter series concerning
the roles and duties of various officers and
Boards, this article will cover the Council
position of Financial Secretary.

The Financial Secretary (FINSEC), along
with other pertinent positions, is identified by a
Nominating Council that is appointed by the
President of the Church Council and is elected to
a two (2) term during a called Voters’ meeting
held in November or December each year.

The primary responsibility of the FINSEC is
to receive and deposit, on a timely basis, church
funds including all congregational monies such
as offerings, contributions, special collections,
loans, bequests, etc. The FINSEC will record all
such monies in the Church’s financial system of
record and shall account to the Treasurer for all
such deposits on a regular weekly basis.
Financial data will be reported to the Church
Council at the monthly meetings and to the
congregation during the quarterly Voter’s
meetings.

Another important function of the FINSEC is
to participate in Consecration Sunday by
recording and tabulating the Pledge Offerings of
Church Members on which the Church annual
budget for the upcoming year will be based. This
activity includes mailing Pledge Acknowledge
and Thank You letters.

All offering information in maintained in a
secure financial system. Statements are produced
semi-annually and annually or upon request for
Church Members records.

Please let know if there are any questions or
if additional information is wanted.

Noralee N



JULY 2019 | SERVICE TRIP TO ST. LOUIS, MO

REDEEMER YOUTH GRUUP

"Our first stop in St. Louis was a historic Lutheran church, one of

the oldest in the area, called Trinity Soulard. We received a tour
and learned about the church’s extensive history, from the chalice
from napoleonic times, to the numerous pastors that have
preached there such as C.F.W. Walther! We also learned that
Trinity Soulard offers a German service for those who like to stick
to their German Lutheran roots! The church was beautiful and the
history behind it was so intriguing as well!!

Our second full day in St. Louis was filled with visiting and helping
out an awesome organization called Christian Friends of New
Americans at their headquarters, the Peace Center. This is an
organization created by an LCMS pastor to reach out to the
immigrant and refugee community where the peace center is
located. The Peace Center offers so many services to help
immigrants and refugees become successful in America. They
offer ESL classes, Sewing Classes, after school tutoring,
Citizenship Test preparation, as well as having a place where
people in need can go get furniture for their homes. We moved a
lot of furniture that day, in the 90 degree heat up and down flights
up stairs with no A.C, but it was all worth it when we met some of
the people that benefit from the peace center.

-Anna

“When we went to St. Louis we had the amazing opportunity to
visit families that were new immigrants and they lived in a place
called “Hodiamont.” The place was basically a slum where
extremely poor people were left to try to set a life up for
themselves and their families. One of the kids that | personally got
close to was named Alex and his mom had been left in Sudan so
his dad worked throughout the day and his 13 year old sister was
responsible for all 4 of the kids in the house. This was the
environment these kids lived in and seeing them made us realize
how privileged we really are. They are as happy and energetic as
any other kids you can find, even though they barely have anything
in comparison to us, we might complain about going to a place
like McDonald’s but these kids treat it like a 60 dollar steak.
Meeting these kids and taking to their parents made me realize
how fortunate we are and how helping people that didn’t get the
best starting spot in life is important if you were blessed with a
good life. | completely enjoyed the trip and | would encourage
anyone who's considering going to a place like this to help out
people that are in this situation to try to join in on our next trip.”
-Spencer




JULY 2019 | SERVICE TRIP TO ST. LOUIS, MO

“On the second day of our service project, we went out to the
Hodiamont neighborhood once more. That afternoon, we focused our
efforts on helping to start a community garden for the residents of
Hodiamont as part of an initiative by Vicar Cyril and Caring Ministries
alike. This would be a place where not only residents would grow their
own food to eat, but also to sell to help support the many families of
the neighborhood and promote entrepreneurship among them.

Upon arriving to the job site we were astonished to see an overgrown
field that we were supposed to clear. Picking up some shovels and
rakes along with a machete, we began to chip away at the daunting
task. Thankfully, we the youth group, were not just left alone to do so
as we received help from a couple residents at Hodiamont and a few
people with caring ministries including Vicar Cyril. One of the
residents was a man by the name of Mutumbo, a recent convert and
recovering alcoholic, who was originally from the Congo. His own
story inspired us and his work ethic was nothing less than incredible.
As we attempted to work pulling up weeds and moving dirt, the group
could not help but notice Mutumbo excavating everything in his path
with a pick axe. Dirt and weeds flew everywhere as Mutumbo
continued to plow through the garden in what seemed like an
unsustainable pace. What is even crazier is that after we all finished
clearing the field in the brutal St. Louis heat, Mutumbo then had to
catch a 45 minute train ride to go to his real job at a factory. This was
incomprehensible to the group as we were awestruck at his hard
working nature. Another interesting thing we saw was a woman, who
lived in Hodiamont and was helping us, moved dirt from place to
place with a bucket balanced on her head. It was absolutely amazing!
The bucket must have weighed 40 pounds filled with dirt and she
nonchalantly balanced it on her head. What's awesome is that these
are just two people out of the dozens we came into contact with who
inspired and amazed us.
I am incredibly thankful for this opportunity to serve at the Hodiamont
garden and | know the rest of the youth group is just as thankful. This
was an experience that we will definitely not forget and hopefully
remember more often than not. All in all, from the people we met to
the work we did at the garden, this was a very special gift from God
as the youth group was able to love and serve their neighbor.”
-Matthew

“On our first morning in St. Louis, we packed up books in boxes.The
books had been donated by members of the community and were
being sent to Papua New Guinea for kids to learn and read. On the
last day of our trip in St.Louis we went to the famous icon in St.
Louis, the Arch. Before going up the arch toured the museum and saw
a scale model of the city of St. Louis and the arch.Then we watched a
video of how and when the arch was built and completed on February
12, 1963. We took tram cars up to the top of the arch where we
looked out of windows and took pictures of downtown.”

- Jayme

Thank you for supporting our
youth with your prayers and
gifts! We are grateful fora

supportive congregation who
allowed us to serve and share
God's love in this way!




Summer 2019 Correspondence
from your school in Haiti

Jeanitte & Good Samaritan

Dear Members of Redeemer,

I've been recently reading a book that challenges us to live a life of Audacious Faith. The author talks
about the desire to see God accomplish something so exponentially amazing that it would leave no doubt
who deserved the credit. When | read that, | immediately thought about what He has accomplished
through Trinity HOPE. As we wrap up the 2018/2019 school year, we also put a bow on two decades of
serving Him in Haiti, celebrating our 20" year of the ministry. During that time, more than 38,500,000
meals have been served in the name of Jesus. We have grown from one school to 129 schools being fed
every school day. We have invested close to $10 million dollars into the Haitian economy and touched
tens-of-thousands of families. By my definition, that’s exponentially amazing, and we give God ALL the
credit and glory!

And God isn’t finished with us yet. He has put on our heart the vision and challenge to trust Him in growing
the ministry even more over the next few years...in fact, growing it significantly. The author of this same
book that I'm reading has another compelling quote. He says, “If the size of your vision (in serving God)
isn't intimidating to you, there’s a good chance it’s insulting to God.” Wow! That got my attention. Psalm
37:5 tells us, “Commit your ways to the Lord; trust in Him, and He will act.” We walk in faith as we boldly
take these next steps...totally trusting Him to provide.

We want to thank you, as school sponsors, for walking along side us. The support you provide through
your prayers, financial giving and telling others about the ministry is an integral part of our success. You
are a tremendous blessing and we look forward to our continued journey together.

Enclosed is the School Correspondence Packet from your school, and we hope it brings a smile to your
face. These children love drawing pictures and writing notes to their sponsors. They pray for you regularly
and value your prayers in return. THANK YOU for making Trinity HOPE and these beautiful children a
priority in your life. It is a privilege to serve God with you.

In Christ —

Keith Logan

Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
And sisters of mine, you did for Me. ~Matthew 25:40
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August 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4 Eighth Sunday | 5 6 8 9 10
after Pentecost 8 AA 10 Bible Study 12 Confirmation 9 Church
9:15 Education Hour Work Day
10:30 Divine Service
Door Offering
11 Ninth Sunday | 12 13 15 16 17
after Pentecost 8 AA 12 Confirmation 8:30 Men’s
9:15 Education Hour Reading
.. . Group
10:30 Divine Service
18 Tenth Sunday | 19 20 22 23 24
after Pentecost 8 AA 6:30 Council 12 Confirmation
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
25 Eleventh 26 27 29 30 31
Sunday after 8 AA 12 Confirmation
Pentecost
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
LWML Mite
Collection

Punch List for August 10 Church Work

Fan in men’s bathroom

Weed spray parking lot

Day
[ ]
e Speaker in Nursery
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
e Cover plastic pipe
e Church signs
[ ]
[ ]

faucet leaks.

Bug spray church

Lock on front wooden doors
Fill dirt on sides of walkway
Emergency flashlights

Ladies upstairs bathroom hot water

e Clean webs and bugs from walkway
and drive thru

Below is the text of a letter received from Good
Samaritan School in Haiti:

Dear brothers,

Grace and peace be with you in the
Name of Jesus Christ Our Lord,

The school committee Good Samaritan
and me we thank you for the food you sent to
us for this year. Grace to you, they had a good
year. We pray God every day for members this
church God bless them more. The children d’
like to see a member this church who to feed
them a day.

Thank you all our heart, God bless you
plentiful.

Past. Franze Derosier




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org
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