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Sanctification

(This is the third part of the series Creation, Redemption, Sanctification.)

God in three persons is responsible for our salvation. What may be well known is that God the
Father sent and gave his Son for the sins of the world that whoever believes in him may not perish but
have eternal life (Jn. 3:16). But it is God the Holy Spirit who brings sinners to believe in Christ. The
Holy Spirit gives the new life that comes from Christ. By the Means of Grace (the Gospel and the
Sacraments) the Holy Spirit creates and sustains faith in the people of God that they may then live the
life of faith.

The word “sanctify” means to make clean or holy. The Holy Spirit make us holy by bringing us
to faith in Christ and then by leading us to do holy (good) works. The Catechism Explanation talks
about sanctification in the wide and narrow sense. Sanctification in the wide sense includes the Holy
Spirit’s work of both conversion and the godly life that follows in believers. Sanctification in the
narrow sense is simply the work of the Spirit leading believers to grow in doing good works.

It is helpful to know the difference between the terms “justification” and “sanctification” (in the
narrow sense). Justification for an individual occurs when he or she is brought to faith in Christ. Itis
God’s declaration of being not guilty for the sake of Christ. Justification is immediate and complete.
We are forgiven and have eternal life as a gift the moment we are brought to faith. Sanctification, on
the other hand, follows and is caused by justification. Sanctification is a life-long process of the Holy
Spirit strengthening our faith and bringing forth good works in us (Eph. 2:10). Sanctification is gradual
and continual growth to overcome sin and live for Christ. Thus, there are degrees of (saving) faith, with
some having stronger faith than others depending on their use and reception of the Means of Grace.

Imagine us being made holy! That’s what the Holy Spirit does. He sanctifies us so that we
remain God’s holy people. Believers are called “saints” in the New Testament, which means “holy
ones”!

“Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us how
you ought to walk and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. For you
know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, your
sanctification” (1 Thess. 4:1-3a).

— Pastor Young

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/




Duties & Responsibilities of the
Congregational Treasurer

Here’s a little insight into the duties and
responsibilities of the congregation treasurer. In a
nutshell, I’'m tasked with paying the bills of the
church and reporting its financial condition to
council and the voters.

It all starts with the budget process which gets
underway at the September council meeting
when the council boards and elders are asked to
begin preparing a preliminary budget for the
upcoming calendar year. Historical expenditure
details are provided for reference and
preliminary budgets are asked to be submitted by
the October council meeting. Consecration
Sunday is occurring about the same time in
October where members are asked to prayerfully
consider their church pledge commitment for the
upcoming year. With projected pledge figures in
hand for the November council meeting, the
budget is fine-tuned so as to balance income and
expenses. The council-recommended budget is
presented at a special late-November voters’
assembly and then amended/approved at an
early-December voters’ assembly 2 weeks later.

After a final balancing of the current year’s
income and expenses on the church accounting
system (ShepherdStaff), | switch the system to
the new calendar year and load the new budget
figures across all the spending categories.

Weekly, on an ongoing basis, | verify the
financial secretary’s bank deposit of weekly
pledge collections and pay current bills.
Repetitive bills for budgeted expenditures
(missions, salaries/compensation, utilities, etc.)
are set up on automated electronic payment
schedules. Occasional payment requests for
various vendors by council boards, and
individual requests for reimbursement for
specific purchases are formally presented to me,
with appropriate approvals, on a special
reimbursement/purchase voucher form with
corresponding documentation from
invoices/receipts.

For the Month of September
Ushers
Altar Care:
Sunday Morning Refreshments
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Redeemer, as an exempt religious organization,
Is exempt from paying sales taxes in Tennessee
(and elsewhere). Please see me if you need for
me to execute a sales tax exemption form for a
particular vendor who might otherwise charge
sales tax for a qualifying church purchase.
Monthly, I enter all income (bank deposit) and
expenditure items individually on the church
double-entry accounting system, balance bank
statements, amortize loans (if they exist) and
prepare the statement of income and expense
(actual vs. budget) and the statement of account
balances for presentation and approval at the
monthly council meeting.

Quiarterly, I submit employee payroll and
withholding information, along with payments,
to the U.S. Treasury. Also, | submit year-to-date
statements of income and expense (actual vs.




budget) and statements of quarter end account
balances for presentation and approval at the
quarterly voters’ assembly.

Annually, as mentioned earlier, I coordinate the
budget process. Also, after the end of each
calendar year | prepare and present IRS W-2

Forms for employees by the January 31 deadline,

and send the composite IRS W-3 Form for
submission to the IRS by the February 28
deadline. Finally, I submit the required
Tennessee corporate annual report to the state.

Rob G

Consecration
Sunday

October 20
Please make note of the date and mark your
calendar. You may also want to note that the
meal will be provided.
THIS IS NOT A POTLUCK!

Reservations will be taken on
Oct. 6 & Oct. 13.

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the
biblical teaching of the need of the giver to
give, rather than on the need of the Church to

receive. Continually receiving forgiveness of
sins in Jesus Christ, as well as daily bread,
the Christian turns to offer thanksgiving to
God for all things.

We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,

A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our firstfruits give!
LSB 781

We do not craft a liturgy that
fits with the unbeliever's world.
Rather through catechesis the
unbeliever is brought into the real
world, the world as it really is,
created and redeemed by the Triune
God. Lutheran catechesis does not
cater to the seeker's felt needs nor
does it attempt to find something in
the Scriptures that he might judge to
be relevant or meaningful.

- Rev. John T. Pless, CTSFW
CEREMONIES FOR SEEKERS - Catechesis as a
fundamental crieterion for worship in the LC
(chrome-
extension://oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/http://ctsfw.net
/media/odfs/PlessCatechesisasaCriterionforWorship.odf)

The Silent Auction will begin on
October 27" and will end on
November 24", Proceeds will benefit
specific missions to be chosen in
advance. If you have suggestions for
a mission you would like us to
consider, please contact Julia
Hedrick.

We are reminding you early, so our
talented artistic and crafty people can
be planning ahead for some donations
for the auction. Holiday themed
decorations are popular, as well as
other home decorations, handmade
items, and themed baskets.

See Julia H, Janey T, or Becca R with
questions.



chrome-extension://oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/http:/ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/PlessCatechesisasaCriterionforWorship.pdf
chrome-extension://oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/http:/ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/PlessCatechesisasaCriterionforWorship.pdf
chrome-extension://oemmndcbldboiebfnladdacbdfmadadm/http:/ctsfw.net/media/pdfs/PlessCatechesisasaCriterionforWorship.pdf
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of
Him who sent me, night is coming when no one
can work” John 9:4.

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in Ghana, most especially Upper East
Region. This is the rainy season and crops look
green.

Baptism: At Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Naransaug, four babies were baptized. On
August 4, three more would be baptized. What a
blessing for babies to receive baptism. Several
young and older people are studying the Word of
God and would be baptized when they are
prepared.

Translation: We praise the Lord for the
wonderful work Lutheran Heritage Foundation
(LHF) is doing by translating, printing,
distributing and introducing the true Word of
God to people. Working on having some of the
books printed in Ghana has been a bit
challenging and we praise the Lord all is well
and for the start, Jesus Never Fails booklet in
Twi language is being printed in Accra, Ghana.
On August 31, 2019, several Ghanaian language
books printed by LHF would be dedicated in
Ghana, and distributed. We are looking forward
to seeing that great day.

Leadership Training class: What a great joy to
meet with the lay leaders every Tuesday for
study, sharing and fellowship. The lay leaders are
now being aided to prepare their sermons. All
along they have been using prepared sermon
outlines.

Radio Broadcast Program: More and more
people continue to listen to the weekly radio
broadcast program on Sunday evening. Now that
we have more air time, several callers have the
chance to call in. The sign posts made have made
it much easier to direct callers to the nearest
Lutheran Church for further interaction.

Evangelism/Outreach: There was no formal
evangelism/outreach work because July and
August are the months of heavy rainfall.
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Nsawora and Bazua Mission work: Being led
by Mr. Jacob Akum, a house-to-house
evangelism program at Bazua and the
surrounding areas was a blessing.

Vicarage: Three vicars are back to the seminary
to complete their course. To me, it is a great
blessing when on December 7, three pastors will
join me to serve the people in the Upper East
Region of Ghana. We urgently need your prayers
and monetary support to purchase motor cycles
for these future pastors. It is our prayer to use
these new pastors to reach several places to start
new churches. A means of transport is a great
need.

Chapel buildings: While Hope Lutheran Church
chapel has been roofed, God allowing, the
Sakpanatenga chapel would be roofed when
funds are available. The Lord has blessed St.
Paul Church in Bansakpanatenga as they made
contributions to have their chapel plastered.

Fertilizers for Church Leaders: Ghana Harvest
provided a bag of fertilizer to each lay leader.
That is a wonderful blessing received every year.

Concordia Preparatory School: CPS vacated
on July 26 and will re-open on September 2,
2019. As the pupils in grade six move to Junior
High School, there is a lot to be done. We have
to recruit more qualified teachers to teach
English language, Mathematics and Science and
so six graduate teachers have been employed to
work as part-time teachers. Eleven out of more
than 60 high school graduates were selected
through written test and oral interview to teach in
the school. There are often many more
candidates to choose from, so we often get the
best high school graduates to teach in the school.
We are most grateful to God for allowing us to
get extra funds to top-up the teachers’ salaries.
Two new classrooms would ready in September.
And later another two rooms would be available.
We thank God for Ghana Harvest and individual
who provided the funds.

Death: Madam Elizabeth Tengdaan, a faithful
member of Banstengdaantenga church died and
was buried. When the faithful die, we rejoice
more than being sad because their names are
written in the Book of Life. Late Madam
Tengdaan only son, is in Junior High School.



Being an orphan, Adam, wanted to stop school
but the church would help this young man out.

Sharing Your Love: Two members of Hope
Lutheran Church in Zuuku shared their love and
gifts with the other members when each of the 58
people in church on July 28 was given a cake of
soap.

Special Prayers: Madam Rebecca Atiewin who
fell and broke her leg almost a year ago is still
unable to walk. Madam Atiewin tells those who
visit her, pointing to her legs: “If I am like this, I
should praise the holy God for calling me his
loving child.” Her prayer is that the Lord will
continue to watch over the Church so that more
people will come to know and trust in Jesus.
Madam Linda Akuom fell from a bicycle two
weeks ago and broke her two hands.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs

1. We praise God for the countless blessings we
have received, and especially forgiveness of sins
that Christ accomplished for us.

2. Praise God, Ghana Harvest and some generous
donors have provided funds to build four new
classrooms.

3. Praise the Lord for the continuing assistance
that CCCS LeadaChild gives to schools to
enhance the school’s Christian Education
programs.

4. Praise God for the regular support received
from Ghana Harvest for the weekly radio
program and all the programs and activities in
the church.

5. You can learn more about the wonderful work
Ghana Harvest is doing in Ghana by visiting:
www.ghanaharvest.org. Your prayers and
monetary support to Ghana Harvest is
encouraged.

6. Pray that the translation teams in Kusaal,
Komba, Bimoba, Fante, Twi and Ewe faithfully
continue to translate our good doctrinal books
into the local languages.

7. You can learn more about LHF by going to
their website (www.LHFmissions.org).
8. Pray that the printing of LHF books in Ghana

is completed on time and that the dedication on
August 31 becomes a blessing to all.
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9. Pray that the women at the Gambaga Witches
Camp continue to put their hope and trust Jesus,
the Savior of the world and the friend of outcasts.
CPS students are making special contributions to
be given to the alleged witches.
10. We pray that the Lord touches you to support
the Lord’s work in Ghana, and specifically,
means of transport for the future pastors.
11. Praise the Lord for offering Dorcas Salifu the
visa to return to the USA to study in college.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

A Wine
Tasting

Please join us for Redeemer’s annual
Wine Tasting!

e Saturday, Sept. 28, 6 — 8 p.m.
e Home of Rob and Janeen G
[ ]

Wine will be provided, but members are
asked to assist with hors d’oeuvres.

Please bring a finger food to share.

We are pleased to continue
Q < towork with RED Spirits &

Q' @.*“\ Wine in Bellevue as our
&% event sponsor!




Dismissed in The Gospel
The Holy Benediction

Have you ever contemplated the Benediction, the
final Word of the Lord in the Divine Service,
given on Sunday? “The Lord bless and keep you;
the Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.” This Benediction
is referred to as the Aaronic Benediction. These
words were given by the Lord to Moses for
Aaron to speak to the people of God. This
blessing to the people of God, the Church, is still
given freely to this day.

This isn’t just a fond farewell, a “till we meet
again” phrase. Think about the Lord’s
instructions to Moses: “Speak to Aaron and his
sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of
Israel: you shall say to them, The Lord bless and
keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon
you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His
countenance upon you and give you peace. SO
shall they put my name upon the people of
Israel, and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:22-27,
emphasis added). So shall they put my name
upon the people of Israel? We leave every
Sunday with God putting His name on us?
Again? Didn’t He do that in our Baptism? Make
His face shine upon you? God facing us? The
same God who told Moses that man could not
see God face to face and live (Exodus 33:20),
who warned the Israelites that anyone, man or
beast, who touched Mt. Sinai was to be stoned
(Exodus 19:12-13), now has His face towards us!
We add our amen to this? Adam hid, the prophet
Isaiah fell to his face convinced of his own
demise, Peter begged the Lord to depart because
he was a sinner. Shouldn’t we do the same? No!
This is God in His grace coming to us. Giving
Himself to us. Giving His name to us. Blessing
us not only for the time of the Divine Service but
throughout our lives. These words create and
joyfully deliver what they proclaim.

This blessing, this sending out into the world into
our daily vocations, was given by the Lord to
Aaron and his priestly sons, through Moses.
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Moses is the one whose face shone in reflection
of God’s glory (Exodus 34:29-35). This
benediction delivers that same blessing to us.
The Lord blesses us with all our daily needs in
this life. He keeps us from all harm, danger, and
the fear of everything evil. He turns His face to
us in His awesome grace, and He makes us His
own, calling us sons and friends of Himself, the
King of all creation. He delivers each one of us a
right standing before the Father. He delivers us
His peace! Peace with God with no fear of the
Holy presence of God!

We stand before the Holy God. By confession
and deed we should be destroyed by His
holiness, and yet He does not break out against
us. In place of destruction He gives us His peace,
makes us His body, His bride. There’s not a
wasted word in the liturgy. Even in the
Benediction the Lord continues putting His
Name on us, He continues to make us holy by
declaring us to be His. The Benediction may be
more than what’s stated here, but it is at least
what is written. We stand before the Lord and
He, placing His Name on us, dismisses us into
the world to do what our hands find to do in the
holy vocations He has ordained for us.

May Our Lord Jesus preserve us in the one, true,
holy faith,
JimM

What is the biggest misconception
about piety?

That it’s not joyful! If you ask most people
what a pious person looks like, they would
give you a dour expression. But this is exactly
the opposite of what Lutheran piety does. It
frees us from those internal obsessions and
directs us outward toward God in faith and
our neighbor in love, and this is the path of
joy.
Rev. William Weedon,
LCMS Director of Worship,
Chaplain of LCMS International Center

Interviewed about his book:

Thank, Praise, Serve, and Obey: Recover the Joys of Piety.
(https://blog.cph.org/read/around-the-house/cph-
authors/qa-rev-william-weedon)



https://blog.cph.org/read/around-the-house/cph-authors/qa-rev-william-weedon
https://blog.cph.org/read/around-the-house/cph-authors/qa-rev-william-weedon

[Dear Reader, this month we had the good fortune of
receiving two e-letters from the Kasters. This occurs
occasionally, usually when the distribution date for
Redeemer’s newsletter, the Sunday prior to or on the first
day of the month, occurs before the Kasters send their
letter. Please enjoy both letters this month.]

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ! His grace be with you.

Thank you so much for your support of the
Lord's work here in the Czech Republic. It
means so much to us to have your partnership in
this work.

Summer is here and, because of it, many
Europeans are on vacation. But the proclamation
of the Gospel never takes a vacation. That is
because all men and women have a desperate
need for it. It alone gives life. So, we keep the
proclamation going through my preaching as
well as the preaching of our Deacon Martin.

Would you do us a favor and offer a prayer for
this proclamation. We need the Holy Spirit's
constant aide so that we can speak the Word of
Christ clearly and winsomely. We will be
praying here for the same for you!

A blessed summer! Christ go with you!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me."
Dr. Martin Luther

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

It is already late August! And soon the summer
season will be ended and many Czechs will come
back to Prague from the countryside homes they
have. And what will we greet them with? Only
the Gospel of Jesus Christ! We are able to be
here and do that because of your gift. We praise
the Lord that you have partnered with us! We
thank you for your support. And we ask the Lord
to bless you where you are, for there are many
people there who do not know of Jesus as Savior
and Lord. It is our prayer that the people of every
continent would hear the Gospel and be saved.
May the Holy Spirit work this in us all!

We commend you to Christ!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me."
Dr. Martin Luther
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(Pastor & Mrs. Kaster, left with Pastor Young, visited
Redeemer on December 2, 2018. Pastor Kaster preaching
the First Sunday in Advent above.)




August 2019
To the Congregation at Redeemer Lutheran Church,

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and blessings to you my fellow
redeemed. I thank God for you, for your faithfulness and for your continued support for the
spread of the Gospel of Christ. 1 pray this letter finds you well, :

1 completed my vicarage requirement this past month and we have enjoyed some much
needed family time before the kids returned to school this August. My wife, Renee and I as well
as our children, fell in love with our vicarage congregation this past year and were welcomed
very quickly into the Shepherd of the City Lutheran Church family. It seemed all of our children
grew overnight and we’ve left there bigger than when we arrived. This vicarage year the Lord
also saw £t to bless us once again with another child! We are thankfut to God for this wonderful
blessing and eagerly are awaiting her arrival this September. All of the kids are excited and we
are all Jooking forward to hold Phoebe Renee in our arms. God is good! He does all things well.
It has been very busy year for me and my family during my vicarage but amazing to say the
least. Especially exciting for me was that T was given the opportunity to teach the confirmation
class at Shepherd of the City for the year which included our oldest son, Gabriel. On May 3,
2019 he was confirmed in the faith and received the Lord’s Supyper for the very first time. It was
a wonderful day and celebration for all, Al praise to God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

My vicarage ended on a crescendo of great work accomplished by God through His
congregation at Shephetd of the City. As vicar, { was directly responsible for alt the activity of
the church from Sunday service to making bulletins, to visiting shut-ins and delinquent members
as well as to patticipate in and implement our outreach activities, The Lord saw fit to use me fo
begin a relationship between our church and Bethesda Lutheran Communities. Bethesda is a
program established to care for and attend to people with developmental and intellectual
disabilities. T had the distinci pleasure of visiting and ministering to both the participants and the
staff on a weekly basis and during special events we held at the church. We also established a
new LCMS-U charter (college outreach ministry) at Shepherd with which the Lord used us to
begin visiting the nearby Indiana Tech University in hopes of reaching out to the local college-
aged students in our community. Finaily, as youmight be aware, during my tenure there, the
Lord used our church to a open new outreach center, officially titled The Shepherd’s Hand
Community Ontreach Center. The grand opening was held in October 2018 and the church
began several new ministries through this outreach arm. But even more exciting was that in May
2019, The Shepherd’s Hand received it’s 501(c)(3) status by the federal government and is now
legally considered a non-profit organization with the purpose of caring for community’s needs
both spiritually and physically through this outreach arm of the church. This designation will
provide the organization with greater breadth of funding opportunities. Truly this is all the Lord’s
work in and through His church. He continues to do great things at Shepherd! Needless to say
our Lord used me in multiple capacities to care for His church and His peopte. I pray that He
may continue to use me to preach, teach and reach the lost through His Word and Sacraments as ]
press forward to the goal of graduating seminary and being ordained i the Smmmer of 2020,

Thank you so much for your prayers, love and support. Please continue to pray forusas
enter this final year of seminary and prepare to enfer the office of Holy Ministry for the purpose
of caring for our Lord’s precious lambs. Peace to you! You-are in our hearts and our prayers! -

Yours in Christ, %
ok Mol



God Has Spoken by His

Prophets

God has spoken by His prophets.
Spoken His unchanging Word:
Each from age to age proclaiming
God. the one. the righteous Lord.
In the world’s despair and turmoil,
One firm anchor holds us fast:

God is king. His throne eternal:
God the first. and God the last.

God has spoken by Christ Jesus.
Christ. the everlasting Son.
Brightness of the Father’s glory.
With the Father ever one:

Spoken by the Word Incarnate.
God of God, before time was:
Light of Light. to earth descending.
He reveals our God to us.

God is speaking by His Spirit.
Speaking to our hearts again.

In the ageless Word declaring
His own message, now and then.

Through the rise and fall of nations.

One sure faith yet standing fast:
God abides. His Word unchanging:
God the first. and God the last.

Text: George W. Briggs
Lutheran Service Book #583

Art: Hans Holbein the Younger
From Luther’s German New Testa-
ment

Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

July 2019

in Jrague

The Word, The Word, The Word

There is an old adage in real estate that loca-
tion, location. and location. are the three
most important things. As Lutherans, we
might co-opt that saying in order to express
what is essential to our theology: the Word.
the Word, the Word! Why? Because God
has made it that important. In Psalm 19,
David revels in the Word of God. praising it
as perfect. sure, right. as well as other
things. And then. as if to clinch the whole
thing. he writes: The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.
(Ps. 19:9 NKJV) God has exalted His Word above all things (see Psalm 138:2,
especially in the NKJV or the NASB). And by that Word we live: and from it. we
draw the true life that is only in the Triune God.

Dale leads the Czech service

This truth became very apparent lately in an event that came sooner than we had
ever expected. Recently. the pastor of the Czech-speaking congregation injured
himself and was not able to lead worship. He wrote to me and asked if I would
lead the liturgy of confession as well as the Sacrament of the Altar ...
Now. we have started our lessons (see backpage). but the emphasis is on started.
Czech is still a mostly unknown language to me. But he told me that I could fill in
and use the same Word in Czech which we have in English. I did okay: my pro-
nunciation still needs a lot of work. But how grateful were those people that we
came with the Lord’s Word that gives the Lord’s gifts—absolution and the body

in Czech!

and blood of the Savior.

This is our great heritage as Lutherans! Luther once stood before the emperor at
the Diet of Worms and refused to recant unless be could be shown where he had
erred from the pure Word of God. And since they could not. he did not change a
word of his teaching. This is central still to
our life together. At the recent convention
of Synod. we were told to be Joy-Fully
Lutheran. that is to be a people rooted in
the Word of God. And so we do that here,
and your congregation does it there. And
why? So that the world might hear and
rejoice with us that the Word of God deliv-
ers nothing less to us than the Word-made-
flesh, the Savior. Jesus Christ.

It is our prayer for you that you make a
bold profession of faith. That you stand on
the Word of God—both as a comfort to &=
your sin-sick soul, as well as an annouce- |
ment of the Good News to those around
you. You do not even have to be very |
smooth at pronouncing it. Just say it! And |
watch the miracle that the Word does as it
brings people to faith in Christ and into
His peace!

Dale and Suzanne visit the Luther

statue in Worms, Germany
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Witness Always

We finally got our visas!
After getting a lot of in-
formation compiled and
waiting for several months,
we rejoiced to hear that both
of us were granted our long-stay
visas for the Czech Republic.
And they are good for a whole
year! Thanks to all of you who
have been praying for our pre-
dicament. Praise the Lord!

Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Please, pray for those who hear
the Gospel from us.

Please, pray for our Czech lan-
guage learning classes as well as
for the Greek being taught.

Please, pray for our travels (and
the whole Eurasia team) as we
gather for our annual meeting in
Odessa, Ukraine (August 12-16).

There are many opportunities
to serve as short-term or
GEO missionaries. Check
out the current list and down-
load an application at
www.lems.org/service. Click

on “Service Opportunities.”

Our email address is
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org

Barbora quizzes Suzanne as class begins.

Our Czech Classes Are Going
Great!

. In June, we began our formal
" | classes in the Czech language. It
is a very difficult language both in
syntax as well as pronunciation.
So, we consider ourselves very
blessed to have a compassionate
= sister in Christ teaching us our
lessons. Her name is Barbora
Vitarigova, and she is a very chal-
lenging, but very sweet, uéitelka
(teacher). Not only do we have
class time, but we also have
homework; and Suzanne and I
are always quizzing each other.

Right now, we are learning basic verb conjugations, adjectives, numbers, the be-
ginning of cases, as well as places, foods and occupations. Suzanne has pretty
much mastered the numbers 1 to 1,000. However, on our Monday class this week,
Barbora surprised us with a test. Dale scored a 90% and Suzanne an 80%. We feel
we both did pretty well since we never prepared for the test! Please, pray for us as
we struggle not only to learn this language, but also have the courage to use it in
public. To be fair, Czechs are usually flattered that you would even trv to use their

language as they know it is very hard.

Deacon Martin Damasek and Greek

We have finally received our Greek textbooks from the States. So, Deacon Damasek
has begun his Greek lessons with me. He is very good at languages, but he is a bit
overwhelmed with the complexities of Greek. For instance, in Greek an accent has
nothing to do with pronunciation. But in his native Czech, accents have everything
to do with pronunciation! Please, pray for him as well as me. I am tryving to be as
challenging but as compassionate as my Czech teacher!

Like the Castle at Night...

Jesus instructs us that we are to be
like a “city set on a hill” (Matt. 5:14).
As I walked across the Charles Bridge
the other night and saw the castle, I
kept thinking that is what we are to
be like, a well-lit fortress in a world of
gloomy darkness. Right now, Deacon
Damasek and I are trying to find new
ways to engage the English-speaking
community (or anyone speaking
whatever language!) with the Gospel

of Jesus. We want to be like the castle above, shining beautifully here in this mostly
atheistic country. We thank God that you are reading this newsletter. And we are
asking vou, before vou even close this newsletter, to ask the Lord of the harvest to
give us the ability to get the Word of God out to people. Because it is only through

the Word that people come to faith!

We commend you and yvour witness to Christ!

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster

Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, vou may send a tax-deductible gift

to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouni Synod OR

P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis. MO 63166-6861

Mission Central
40718 Hwy E16
Mapleton, 1A 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missoun Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic.” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www lems org/lkaster.
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September 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Twelfth Sunday
after Pentecost

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service

Door Offering
Choir

2
8 AA
Labor Day

4

5

3 Confirmation

6

7

8 Thirteenth

Sunday after

Pentecost

9:15 Education Hour

10:30 Divine Service

Rally Day

Stewardship of Time
Fair

Choir

8 AA

10

11
10 Bible Study

12

3 Confirmation

13
7 LWML

14

15 Fourteenth
Sunday after

Pentecost

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
Choir

16
8 AA

17

6:30 Council -
Distribution of
budget
worksheets

18
10 Bible Study

19

3 Confirmation

20

21

8:30 Men’s
Reading
Group

22 Fifteenth
Sunday after

Pentecost

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
Choir

23
8 AA

24

10 Ladies
Home
Improvement
Group

25
10 Bible Study

26

3 Confirmation

27

28

6-8 Wine &
Cheese
Tasting

29 St. Michael &
All Angels

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
LWML Mite
Collection

Choir

30
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