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The Bible’s Trees

In the beginning, God created trees on the third day (Gen. 1:11-13). As with all other things that
were made, trees were given for the benefit and use of man who was created on the sixth day as the
pinnacle of creation. However, in reading through the Scriptures, trees seem to play a special role in
God’s plan for mankind. Right from the start God designated two particular trees for Adam: the tree of
life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:9). In the rest of the pages of the Bible,
trees play an important role in God’s plan of salvation and his proclamation of that salvation. Thus, in
ordering and determining the life of mankind, God uses trees.

Note that we do not equate trees with God or worship God in the trees as with pantheism.
Rather, we worship the God of creation, the Maker of all things. And we take notice of his use of trees
in providing for man. From trees being a source of life to trees serving as helpful illustrations, our Lord
uses them for the purpose of caring for and saving people, those who were created in his image.

In our Midweek Lenten Services we plan on exploring together the Bible’s trees.

The following is the Midweek Service schedule:

The Bible’s Trees

Ash Wed., Feb. 26 — The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil — Gen. 2:8-9,
15-17; 3:1-24

Wed., Mar. 4 — Great Trees of Mamre — Gen. 18:1-15; 23:17-20

Wed., Mar. 11 — Jesse’s Tree — Isaiah 11:1-16
Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension

Wed., Mar. 18 — The Terebinth at Ophrah — Judges 6:11-40

Wed., Mar. 25 — Tree of the Lord’s Planting — Ezekiel 17:1-24
Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension

Wed., Apr.1 — Good Trees and Bad Trees — Matthew 7:15-20
Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister

congregation Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN. We pray that both congregations are edified by this
joint sermon series.

All services are at 7:00 p.m. A fellowship meal precedes each service at 6:00 p.m.

— Pastor Young



Collect for The

Transfiguration of Our Lord

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of
Your beloved Son You confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the testimony of
Moses and Elijah. In the voice that came
from the bright cloud You wonderfully
foreshowed our adoption by grace.
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in
His glory and bring us to the fullness of our
inheritance in heaven; through the same
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

The feast of the Transfiguration on the
borderland between Epiphany and Lent
reminds us that our Lord headed down the
mountain toward that Exodus He would
accomplish in Jerusalem. We will travel
with Him, but Transfiguration reminds us
that no matter what we will behold happen
to Him on that journey, He is the Father's
beloved Son, to whom we must listen. This is
true when His glory seems most hidden - yet
it is in fact the moment when it is most
revealed - as He hangs upon the cross in the
utter darkness. Into that darkness of death
He is preparing to bring the light of
Transfiguration, and when He shines it into
death, death itself is shattered, destroyed,
changed forever.

Rev. Will Weedon, St. Paul Lutheran, Hamel, IL at:
https://weedon.blogspot.com/2011/02/next-sunday.html

Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
Lutheran Service Book 394

(adapted from hymn study by J.H. Sorenson found at
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

If we look in the dictionary for the meaning of
“epiphany,” one meaning is “a sudden realization
or intuitive leap of understanding,” another is “a
manifestation of a god or divine being in human
form.” That’s fine if we know what a
“manifestation” is. The word “manifest” is very
important in this hymn, used again and again in
every stanza.

Exploring the Scriptures

One of the key emphases of the Epiphany
Season, repeated again and again, is that Christ
fulfills the prophecies of the Old Testament.
Read Is. 61:1-3 for predictions of things that
would occur in the days of the Messiah. Compare
this to Matt. 11:1-5.

This hymn is packed with Bible imagery in every
stanza, starting with the visit of Wise Men
(sages) to the infant Jesus.

The second stanza continues the biblical themes
(“Manifest at Jordan’s stream”, “Prophet, Priest,
and King”). Stanza 2 also refers to the wedding
at Cana (John 2:1-11), where Jesus and His
disciples were guests and He did His first public
miracle, changing water into wine, “and
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed
in him” (v. 11).

Stanza 3 begins with Jesus “Manifest in making
whole / Palsied limbs and fainting soul.” Stanza
4 looks ahead to Jesus’ “Great Epiphany,”
beginning with the cosmic disturbances that will
announce His coming again to judge the living
and the dead. Among the many passages that
foretell these events are Joel 2:10; Is. 34:4;
13:10; Matt. 24:29-31, and Rev. 19:1-16.

Biblical themes continue to unfold in stanza 5, as
the hymn becomes a prayer for grace to see
Christ present to us in His Word and grace to
“imitate” Him (Eph. 5:1) in “purity,” so that at
His coming we may become “like Him” (1 John
3:2).


https://weedon.blogspot.com/2011/02/next-sunday.html
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

Background

The author of this hymn was Christopher
Wordsworth (1807-1885), an Anglican
clergyman and later a bishop in England in the
mid-nineteenth century. The hymn was published
in 1862 as part of a collection of hymns for the
Sundays and holy days of the Church Year. He
wrote the hymn to be a “Recapitulation of the
Subjects presented in the Services of former
weeks throughout the season of Epiphany; and
Anticipation of the future great and glorious
Epiphany, at which Christ will appear again, to
judge the World.” In other words, the stanzas call
to mind the Gospels for the Sundays of the
Epiphany Season in his day.

Text

Over the years, changes are made to many hymns
for various reasons. Sometimes new hymnals
leave out certain stanzas in order to shorten the
hymn. Sometimes doctrinal reasons are involved.
Sometimes changes are made as a matter of style
or the “inclusiveness” of language.

In the second edition of his hymn collection,
Wordsworth himself changed the words in stanza
5 from “mirrored in Thy holy Word” to “present
in Thy Holy Word.” Somewhere between then
and now “May we imitate Thee now” became
“grace to imitate Thee now.” In two twentieth-
century Lutheran hymnals, stanza 4 has been
omitted, and the last line changed to “God in
flesh made manifest.” Both of these have been
restored in LSB.

The great number of biblical references and
images used in this hymn is one thing that makes
it a great and lasting contribution to the Church’s
worship.

Wordsworth’s sensitivity to the needs of regular
worship in ordinary churches is another thing
that makes it a great hymn. It comes from a real
pastoral concern that the worshipers in his
congregation should hear and learn the lessons
from the Word read and taught every Sunday. To
this day this hymn is in regular use by English-
speaking Christians throughout the world.

Making the Connection

The Epiphany Season starts with the leading of
the Magi to see in the infant Jesus the revelation
of God in human flesh and blood. It goes on to

unfold the whole story of God become man in
Christ through the actions and events of the life
and ministry of our Lord. Each Gospel reading of
the Sundays after the Epiphany is a new
revelation, a manifestation of God in Christ.
Each of them shows Him as the one and only
Son of the living God. Each of the Gospel
miracles of the season shows us God-inspired
evidence of this truth.

“Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” reminds us
of many of the ways God is manifest — plain,
obvious, evident — in Jesus through the things
He did and said in His earthly ministry. It brings
the season together and sums it up.

Songs of thankfulness and praise,
Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
Manifested by the star
To the sages from afar,
Branch of royal David’s stem
In Thy birth at Bethlehem:
Anthems be to Thee addressed,
God in man made manifest.
Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 1.5B 394.1

To our family of faith at Redeemer,

Words honestly cannot express our gratitude
for the love and encouragement you’ve
shown to our family over these past years —
and especially in recent weeks — as Chris
fought against cancer. We have truly felt
your strength and support at a time when we
needed it most.

Your thoughtful words of admiration for
Chris have just been overwhelming. In so
many ways, you have let us know how much
his kindness and faith meant to you, and that
has provided a tremendous measure of
comfort to us.

We genuinely appreciate your love,
friendship and prayers.

With grateful thanks,
The Powell Family




For the Month of February

Collect for Ash Wednesday

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing

You have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that

lamenting our sins and acknowledging our

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon
and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

What is the significance of Ash
Wednesday and ashes on the
forehead?

Q: Would you please explain the
significance of Ash Wednesday. I've seen
some people in the past with black ash
crosses on their foreheads.

A: Lutheran Worship: History and Practice, a
commentary on Lutheran Worship, one of our
Synod's hymnals, says this about ashes on
Ash Wednesday: "Other customs may be
used, particularly the imposition of ashes on
those who wish it. This ancient act is a
gesture of repentance and a powerful
reminder about the meaning of the day.
Ashes can symbolize dust-to-dustness and
remind worshipers of the need for cleansing,
scrubbing and purifying. If they are applied
during an act of kneeling, the very posture of
defeat and submission expresses humility
before God."

The use of ashes on Ash Wednesday is a
more recent custom among most LCMS
congregations, although some have done it
for decades. The ashes are usually derived
from the burned palms from the previous
Palm Sunday. Experience will show,
however, that in obtaining ashes this way, it
doesn't take many ashes to "ash" a whole
congregation. Like sin, they are very dirty and
go a long way. One palm leaf will produce
enough ashes for several years.

Usually the pastor takes the ashes on the end
of his thumb and makes the sign of the cross
on the forehead of each worshiper, saying
these words: "Remember: you are dust, and
to dust you shall return." This follows most
effectively prior (or as part of) the Service
Corporate Confession and Absolution on pp.
290-291 of Lutheran Service Book.

www.lcms.org/faqs
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Stewardship and Assimilation willing to help in the kitchen for this event. If
upcoming events: you want to enter the competition, please bring a

) large crock pot of chili for tasting.
Bunco is back! All are

invited on February 8th Please mark your calendars for these events. If
to a Bunco night at 6 you have any questions about any of the above,
p.m. in the fellowship please contact Julia H, Becca R, or Janey T.
hall. All ages are invited

and no previous Lent

knowledge of the game
or skill are required. Bunco is a fun game and a
great way to interact with a variety of people.

Begins on Ash Wednesday.
Ends with midday prayer on Holy Saturday.

Please sign up in the library so we know how The resurrection of Jesus is our great
many people to expect and please bring a finger salvation. To prepare to celebrate the Feast of
food to share. The Board of Stewardship and the Resurrection (Easter), the Church sets
Assimilation will provide some pizzas. Prizes aside a preparation. In AD 325, the Council of
will be awarded and guests are welcome! Nicaea recorded the first reference to the
specific number of days for Lent: forty. This
Lenten meals will begin on Ash Wednesday, forty-day preparation was first prescribed for
' February 26th. Meals are served baptismal candidates and became known as
at 6 p.m. before the 7 p.m. ASh Lent (from the Old English word for “sprint”).
Wednesday and Lenten services. During this period, the candidates were
Look for a signup sheet in the examined in preparation for Baptism at the
library early in February to sign Easter (or Paschal) Vigil. Later, these forty
up to provide a meal. Groups days were associated with Jesus’ forty days in
within the church are the desert prior to His temptation (Matthew 4)
| encourage to consider and with the forty years the children of Israel
providing a meal and spent in the wilderness (Numbers 14:34) and
individuals may sign up as became a period of preparation for every
well. We encourage at least Christian.
two families to go together to provide a meal.
Meal ideas are soup and sandwiches, a taco bar, Ash Wednesday begins the observance of
lasagna, breakfast for supper, or whatever your Lent. The placing of ashes on the forehead is
specialty may be. a sign of penitence and a reminder of human
mortality. The Sundays during this season are
Calling all chefs! The not “of Lent” but “in Lent.” Thus the Sundays
annual Chili Cook-Off retain an Easter tone and may be less solemn
will take place on than the midweek services that congregations
Sunday, March 1st so typically offer. The observances of Lent are
start refining your chili concrete reminders of the greater solemnity of
recipe now. All are this season, yet Lutherans emphasize the
invited to the event. We Gospel of Christ as central even to this
need competitors to make chili, but we also need penitential season.
some people to bring side dishes and to do the (Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.10)

tasting and judging. A signup sheet will be
available in the library early in February for
people who wish to enter the competition, people
who are willing to bring side dishes, and people
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One bowl of rice
Jeanitte
December 2019
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Correspondence from
your school in Haiti

HlJeanitte, Good Samaritan
& Savann Platt

Sl TRy,
- PR
Dear Members of Redeemer, Jﬁ‘?ﬁ’

If | had the opportunity to visit the family of a child from your Haitian school tonight, and Dec 2019
could tell them just one thing | believe | would give them a hug and share the words of

Joshua 1:9, “Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go.”

As you may have heard, things in Haiti are tremendously difficult right now; maybe the worst they’ve been
for several generations. It's sad and it’s scary. The political unrest, with ongoing efforts to oust the current
President, is causing widespread shutdowns of businesses, street markets, and even some hospitals and
schools. The people of Haiti are demanding change, desiring a new government that cares about the
people and will operate without corruption. Those changes do not happen overnight and rarely come
without some civil unrest. But we trust and know that God is present throughout Haiti and pray He will
lead the people to a place where they seek His wisdom and direction above all else.

Especially now, the food you are helping provide the children at your school is such an important blessing.
Although some urban schools are still unable to operate daily for the safety of the children, we know this
is a top priority for the parents and communities. As these children begin going back to school again, the
parents receive a great sense of relief knowing their children will be fed a nutritious meal and realizing
the limited food they have at home can now be stretched a little further. The food at school is also a
reminder that Jesus loves them, and the body of Christ has not abandoned them. THANK YOU for your
continued support!!

Enclosed is your School Correspondence packet from the children in Haiti and we hope it warms your
heart and brings a smile to your face. These children are truly the future of Haiti and we are blessed to
partner with you as we feed these kids together, bringing them a HOPE for a brighter tomorrow.

Please pray with us that the people of Haiti feel the presence of God through these words, “The Lord is a
refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.” (Psalm 9:9). We put our trust in Him alone!

Serving Christ Together —
ot 2
S _~ E
Keith Logan .
TRINITY HOFE

“May the God of HOPE fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that
you may overflow with HOPE by the power of the Holy Spirit.” ~Romans 15:13




February 2020

Sunday Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday | Saturday
1
2 The Purification 3 4 5 6 7 8
of Mary and The 8 AA 10 Bible Study noon 6-8pm Game
Presentation of Confirmation Night
Our Lord
9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
Door Offering
Choir
9 Fifth Sunday after | 10 11 12 13 14 15
the Epiphany 8 AA 10 Bible Study noon 7 LWML 8:30 Men’s
9:15 Education Hour Confirmation Breakfast
10:30 Divine Service
Choir
16 Sixth Sunday 17 18 19 20 21 22
after the Epiphany 8 AA 6:30 Council 10 Bible Study noon
9:15 Education Hour Confirmation
10:30 Divine Service
Choir
23 The 24 25 26 Ash 27 28 29
Transfiguration of | 8AA Wednesday | noon
Our Lord 10 Bible Study Confirmation
9:15 Education Hour 6 Supper

10:30 Divine Service
LWML Mite Collection
Choir

7 Divine Service
with Imposition
of Ashes




JProclaiming
the Praizes of Christ

This is the message we have
heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. If we say we
have fellowship with him while we
walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth. But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.

1Jdn. 1:5-7

For what we proclaim is not our-
selves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for
Jesus' sake.” For God, who said,
"Let light shine out of darkness,"
has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

2 Cor. 4:5-6

January
2020

The Light Shines in
the Darkness ...

It is dark here at this time of year. On De-
cember 21, it was dark here by the time it
was 4:30 p.m. We are already happy about
the little bit of light we are gaining every
day. Seasonal affective disorders are a real
and wide-spread problem. The Czech Re-
public has, on the one hand, a low reported
depression rate but, oh so sadly, a high suicide rate. Many Czechs despair. The prob-
lem is not just the absence of the light that illumines a room but also an absence of
the Light that enlightens men.

Here in this little part of Central Europe, the atheist/agnostic rate is around 85%.
Many ask why is it so bad here. Often, the communist past is pointed to as the cause.
But many former Communist-block countries have a strong Christian presence
(Poland, Slovakia, etc.). We fear the answer is far too complicated to point to one
reason. Besides, we care less about the “why” and are concentrating on the “what
can we do about it.”

The answer is found in this famous piece in John’s prologue: The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:5) The truth is, there is nothing we
can do about it. (Hear me out, here.) While “yes, we have come to share the Gospel
with people,” it is still not our job to make people believe. Rather, it is the work of
our gracious Lord and God. The passage does not say “Christians shine.” It instead
says, “the light shines in the darkness ....” And through this gracious Light, the
hearts of people are broken in repentance and made whole through faith in Christ.

What blessed words of pure grace! Instead of God throwing away this darkness-
enshrouded world, God planned to do something about it. He shined His Light. He
did this in the incarnation of Jesus Chuist. This is the season of Epiphany, the season
of Light shining into a darkened world. And, yes, this is done through Christians like
you and like me. That is, if we just get out of the way and let Jesus shine through us.

Jesus is the Light of the world. That is attested to every time we light the altar can-
dles, every time we light our Advent wreathes, and every time we sing the words of
“Silent Night” proclaiming Jesus’ birth as “love’s pure light.” (All these things the
Christian Church has just done.) We believe it is that Light that is a solution to the
problem here in the Czech Republic. So, we, among others, are here to reflect His
Light by words and deeds.
And you are where you are
to do the same!

It is our constant prayer
that that Light bum ever
more brightly here where
we serve. And thank you
for your prayers on our
behalf and for the conver-
sion of the Czech people.
We pray that we may all
open our mouths and bear
witness to the Light of the
world—Jesus Christ, our
God, our Lord and our
Savior!

The congregation sings Silent Night, bathed in

candle light and led by guitar
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

Missouri Synod
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We thank the Lord for all of the
people and ministries that sup-
port us. This month, we
especially give thanks for:

Witness Always

Immanuel Lutheran LWML
Rock Island, IL

Saint John Lutheran
Tecumseh, NE

Saint Peter Lutheran
Deshler, NE

Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Please, pray for our new
discussion group outreach to
young people.

Please, pray for those who have
visited with us, that they might
have strong faith.

Please, pray for our travel to and
from the Fort Wayne
Symposium.

There are many opportunities to
serve as short-term or GEO
missionaries. Check

out the current list and down-
load an application at

www.lcms.org/service. Click on
“Service Opportunities.”

Our email address is
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org

A Visitor from Home!

» We have a been on the mission field since 2014; and during
that time, we have never had a visitor come from home. To
= be fair, West Africa was a challenging place that required a
lot of expensive shots. So, we were so excited to have our
youngest child, Jonathan, join us for Christmas. He is an
airman in the US Air Force. We were able to take some
time and make a couple of day trips, one to Dresden, Ger-
many, and one to Plzen, Czech Republic. It was a wonder-

ful time of reconnecting with one of our family. Hopefully.

>

he will talk up Prague enough that the rest of our family comes over to see us!

Christmas Visitors in Worship

The Christmas season this year was blessed to have a number of LCMS Lutherans in
our church services. One family in particular came all the way from Saudi Arabia,
where Christianity is persecuted. Another was an Egyptian and his family seeking an
LCMS-connected congregation. And there were several other places represented. On
top of that, there were locals looking for a Lutheran presence. We pray that all these
people were fed and will be back to visit with us.

Sunday School Christmas Gathering
Christmastide always brings parties and gath-
erings around food and goodies. We opened
our home to the Sunday School children and
shared some pizza and Christmas cookies. We
also watched Red Boots for Christmas (a Luther-
an Hour show) and A Charlie Brown Christ-
mas—Dboth of which point us to Jesus as the
center of our celebrations. It was a great time

of fellowship

A Welcomed Christmas Pageant
On January 12, our Sunday School youth pre-

sented to us four scenes from the Christmas
accounts—the Annunciation, the Visitation,
the angels’ visit to the shepherds, and Simeon
in the temple. It merged nicely with the theme | &
of the day, which was the Baptism of Our
Lord. Our Lord’s birthday is filled with joy |
because it is the birth of our Savior. We are
proud to see our youth growing in the Word.

Odds and Ends

This week Dale heads with Martin Damasek
to the US so they can attend the Theological
Symposium in Fort Wayne, Indiana. In Febru-
ary, we will begin a new discussion group aimed at college-aged students. We will be

Simeon in the temple.

discussing the meaning of life in the light of the book of Ecclesiastes. And, of course,
we will be making our Lenten journey with you. We pray God to work the faith of
Jesus Christ in us all, a faith that confesses Him to the world!

We commend you to Christ, the Light of the world!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Cgech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters. you may send a tax-deductible gift
to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central

P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www.lems org/kaster.
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DECEMBER 2019 IN UPPER EAST GHANA ...c...

3rd THREE WHEELER PRESENTED

Now all three of the newly graduated

new Pastors have a three wheeled mo-

torcycle to make traveling from village
to village less time consuming.

BAPTISM of
Joycelyn Azongo a
former Muslim who
married a Christian
ayear ago, praised

the Lord for her
—_— husband who

g : taught her about

Jesus. She is very

comfortable being

— s} a Christian
& 3 [ N
n . -Y_V'w
L BB s , ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONVENTION
& & | The annual event was hosted by Ebenezer Church in
= ’ ‘ , Kpagogo. Even though the Ebenezer Church building
e 4 had collapsed during the rainy season as, it is still a
mud building, over 600 Kusasi Lutherans communed.
Six people were also baptized. The "Drama” presen-
CHILDREN AT TERAUGO MISSION tation was based on the story of Ruth and how Gen-
None of these children attend school tiles have become a part of God's family.

A\

% ‘ ) G
|

‘ a*‘r—has: Asaana aking his chil-
dren home after church

GHANA HARVEST INC
A Lutheran Outreach Ministry in Upper East Ghana, West Africa

www.ghanaharvest.




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org

rlcnashville@bellsouth.net
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