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The Bible’s Trees (continuea)

In the beginning, God created trees on the third day (Gen. 1:11-13). As with all other things that
were made, trees were given for the benefit and use of man who was created on the sixth day as the
pinnacle of creation. However, in reading through the Scriptures, trees seem to play a special role in
God’s plan for mankind. Right from the start God designated two particular trees for Adam: the tree of
life, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:9). In the rest of the pages of the Bible,
trees play an important role in God’s plan of salvation and his proclamation of that salvation. Thus, in
ordering and determining the life of mankind, God uses trees.

Note that we do not equate trees with God or worship God in the trees as with pantheism.
Rather, we worship the God of creation, the Maker of all things. And we take notice of his use of trees
in providing for man. From trees being a source of life to trees serving as helpful illustrations, our Lord
uses them for the purpose of caring for and saving people, those who were created in his image.

In our Midweek Lenten Services we plan on exploring together the Bible’s trees.

Midweek services continue:

The Bible’s Trees

Wed., Mar. 4 — Great Trees of Mamre — Gen. 18:1-15; 23:17-20

Wed., Mar. 11 — Jesse’s Tree — Isaiah 11:1-16
Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension

Wed., Mar. 18 — The Terebinth at Ophrah — Judges 6:11-40

Wed., Mar. 25 — Tree of the Lord’s Planting — Ezekiel 17:1-24
Pulpit Exchange — Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension

Wed., Apr.1 — Good Trees and Bad Trees — Matthew 7:15-20

Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister
congregation Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN. We pray that both congregations are edified by this
joint sermon series.

“Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of
His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts
and keep the feast in sincerity and truth” (LSB Altar Book, Ash Wednesday, p. 483).

— Pastor Young



Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart
Lutheran Service Book 708

(adapted from hymn study by Randy Wurschmidt found at
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

As the young woman lies dying in her hospital
bed, the pastor is urgently summoned. He brings
with him his well-used Pastoral Care
Companion; anticipating that death is imminent,
he opens to the “Commendation of the Dying.”
Prayers are prayed, psalms are chanted,
Scriptures are read; after the Creed and the
Lord’s Prayer, he sings the Nunc Dimittis: “Lord,
now You let Your servant go in peace...” Then
he sings stanza 3 of this hymn: “Lord, let at last
Thine angels come...” It is a beautiful and
confident way for the Christian to face death,
trusting in God’s promise of the resurrection and
in the hope of eternal life in heaven. This stanza
is famously used as the final chorale in J.S.
Bach’s St. John Passion, giving the Good Friday
narrative an appropriate ending — not with our
Lord dead on the cross, but with the open tomb
and death defeated.

Exploring the Scriptures

Anyone who is paying attention knows that this
life is far from perfect. There are
disappointments and heartaches, illnesses and
pain. “Change and decay in all around I see,” we
sing in another favorite hymn of trust and hope
(LSB 878:4). And of course, there is death. Most
people think of death as an unfortunate but
normal part of life. There may be some vague
thought of heaven (never hell!) for the nice
people; for some, death means simply
disintegration back into the earth and no more.
But there is more; there is much more, for Jesus
has promised to return on the Last Day and raise
the dead. It won’t be just the righteous that He
raises, but all people, as we confess in the Nicene
Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come” (LSB, p. 191).
The Athanasian Creed goes even further, stating,
“And those who have done good will enter into
eternal life, and those who have done evil into
eternal fire” (LSB, p. 320), meaning that those
who have rejected Jesus will experience weeping
and gnashing of teeth in eternal damnation.

Exploring the Hymn

Background

The text was written by Martin Schalling (1532—
1608), a Lutheran pastor and theologian who was
a disciple of the reformer Philipp Melanchthon,
author of the Augsburg Confession. Schalling
lived during a time of intense religious strife,
which reached even outside Germany and
throughout Europe. As the Reformation moved
forward, the Roman Catholics often fought back,
countering with their own documents and creeds.
At that time, Germany was composed of many
small principalities and kingdoms. It was up to
each individual ruler to decide on the religious
confession of his territory, leading to many
changes as rulers came and went. Unfortunately,
these battles of words often spilled out into
battles of swords, and many were killed in wars
and power struggles during this time. Even if we
were without religious strife, death is still a
universal problem in this life, and all Christians
should be able to confess the truths sung in this
hymn, finding comfort in these words.

In the second stanza, we are reminded of the
Creed, as you may have learned it from the Small
Catechism. In the meaning of the First Article,
Luther writes, “I believe that God has made me
and all creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my
reason and all my senses, and still takes care of
them” (LSB, p. 322). We pray that the devil, the
world and our own flesh would not betray us or
lead us into temptation or doubt.

In the third stanza we have the heart and soul of
this hymn. Jesus said, “For what will it profit a
man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his
soul?” (Matt. 16:26). All roads point to the end.
The whole life of a Christian is one preparing for
death. And in these words, we confess to what
end we have held steadfast: “That these mine
eyes with joy may see, / O Son of God, Thy
glorious face, / My Savior and my fount of
grace.”


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

Making the Connection

When the Pharisees tested Jesus, asking, “Which
is the great commandment in the Law?” Jesus
answered by saying, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is the great and
first commandment. And a second is like it: You
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these
two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets” (Matt. 22:36—40). This hymn sums up
these commandments very well: We love God
because He loved us first and gave His only
begotten Son for the forgiveness of our sins; we
love our neighbor because God has given us
everything we need for this life and the next.

This we do when we share Jesus’ body and blood
at the rail with fellow saints. We do this when we
receive the forgiveness of sins promised from the
cross and forgive those who trespass against us.
We love our neighbors when we help them in
time of need, pray for and with them, and
comfort them with the beautiful hymns of our
faith.

In Closing

“We should fear, love, and trust in God above all
things,” we confess in the meaning of the First
Commandment (LSB, p. 321). As you know, this
is easier said than done, because by nature we
look to other gods. This is why we need to
regularly hear the Word of God, why we need to
regularly hear the words of absolution from our
pastors, why we need to regularly receive Jesus’
body and blood: to ease our burdened
consciences and to strengthen our faith in God
and our fervent love for our neighbor. For God
has promised salvation to you and baptized you
into His life and death. He has assured you that
as His sons and daughters, you will inherit
eternal life with Him on account of Christ, who
covers all your sins in His own righteousness.
Therefore, sing this hymn with all boldness and
confidence. Sing it now if you haven’t already.
And sing it as you journey from this life into
death and into life everlasting.

Prayer

Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has
assured forgiveness of sins and deliverance from
eternal death. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit
that our faith in Christ may increase daily and
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that we may hold fast to the hope that on the Last
Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen (Hope of
eternal life in Christ, LSB, p. 313).

Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart LSB 708
1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart;
I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I wonld share.
Yea, heav'n itself were void and bare
If Thon, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thon art the portion I have sought;
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and
Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.

2 Yea, Lord, "twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace
And help and serve my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile;
Let Satan not ny soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and
Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come,

To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me honze,
That I may die unfearing;

And in its narrow chamber keep

My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.

And then from death awafken me,

That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face,
My Savior and my fount of grace.

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,

And I will praise Thee without end.

Public domain

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/




Asymmetric Outreach

At the February Church Council meeting, |
presented a new detailed job description for the
Board of Outreach and indicated that it
represented an open and transparent shift in the
way in which the Board of Outreach carries out
the duties set forth in the church’s bylaws. As
such, I was asked to write something for the
newsletter to provide more detail and at a basic
level, to put forth the definition of “outreach”
that I am working with. So here goes:

In his book Asymmetric Warfare: An Historical
Perspective, author Franklin B. Miles writes that
the CIA defines asymmetric warfare as “The use
of innovative strategies, tactics, and technologies
by a 'weaker' state or substate adversary that are
intended to avoid the strengths and exploit the
potential vulnerabilities of larger and
technologically superior opponents.” Miles
writes further “There are several common
threads to be found in Department of Defense
and the CIA views of asymmetric warfare. Some
of the generic points regarding asymmetric
warfare found in each organization's literature
include:

-Pitting one's strengths against selected enemy
weaknesses.

-Using unexpected, unconventional, or
innovative methods of attack or defense.

-Offering a disproportionate effect in terms of
outcome to the military or financial
investment.”

At Redeemer, the Board of Outreach has only
one member and a budget of only $1,500 for the
year. By Nashville’s standards, Redeemer is a
small congregation. By the world’s standards,
the Word and Sacrament ministry that is offered
at Redeemer is rather banal. What is the Board
of Outreach to do? | suggest that it is time to
wage an asymmetric Outreach campaign! In the
coming months, 1 will provide more detail on
how I plan to run the Board of Outreach that is
both faithful to our Lutheran (that is Christian)
doctrine and also makes efficient use of the
limited resources that are available to the board.

In writing the job description, | made use of the
short book titled Be at Leisure: A Lutheran
Approach to Outreach. It was written in 2018 by
Pastor Andrew Richard and published by
Steadfast Lutherans. The definition of Outreach
put forth in the book is “bringing people to the
local congregation, to the place where Jesus is.”
That may be a narrower definition for outreach
than some readers may have, but that is the
definition I will be working with for the Board of
Outreach.

I will leave you with another quote from the
book, and then the job description. Onward
Christian soldiers!

“The Church is not a desperate girl waiting to be
asked out on a date. She is no hussy who has to
lower her neckline and hike up her skirt and
smear her cheeks with rouge in an effort to get a
man (which only attracts all the wrong kind of
attention from the world). The Church is taken.
Christ has betrothed her to himself forever (Hos.
2:19-20). She is a glorious Church, without spot
or wrinkle or any such thing, not because the
world has lent her its trappings, but because
Christ has presented her to himself in splendor
(Eph. 5:25-27). The King has married his wife.
The world may see her as Cinderella sitting in
the ashes, but she is nevertheless the Queen of
the universe.”

— Chris G
Board of Outreach

Almighty God, You have called Your Church
to witness that in Christ You have reconciled
us to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit
we may proclaim the good news of Your
salvation so that all who hear it may receive
the gift of salvation; through Jesus Christ,
Our Lord. Amen. (LSB Collect 104, p.305)




Board of Outreach
I.  This Board shall ensure that hospitality is
shown to visitors. In conjunction with
the Pastor and Elders, visitors shall be the
responsibility of the Board of Outreach
until they join the congregation.

Il.  This Board shall sponsor a greeter
program. The greeters and this Board
will focus on making first-time guests
feel welcome and also building
relationships with repeat-visitors.

1. Aseach member of the Church will
interact with members of the community
through their various vocations, this
Board shall encourage members of the
Church to invite these community
members to the Divine Service.

IV.  This Board shall regularly facilitate
evangelism training for church members.
This evangelism training shall have a
primary focus on training and
empowering members to reach out to the
community and fellow congregants
through their vocations.

V.  As this Board acknowledges that there
are finite funds and manpower available
to it, this Board shall work with the
Pastor in participating in events and
advertisements that stand the best chance
of assisting in spreading the word about
this Church.

VI.  This Board shall propose its annual
budget for submission at the October
Council meeting.

GRADUAL FOR LENT

[O come, let us fix our eyes
on| | Jesus, *

the founder and
perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross,
despis- | ing the shame,*
and is seated at the right hand of the |

throne of God.
Hebrews 12:2

END OF YEAR MINISTRY
SUMMARY AND DECEMBER 2019
MONTHLY KUSAAL LUTHERAN
MISSION NEWS AND PRAYER
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who
sent me, night is coming when no one can work” John 9:4.

Greetings: Greetings from your
brothers and sisters in Ghana. Merry
Christmas and happy New Year.

End of Year Summary-Praising the
Lord With You: On behalf of all
members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Ghana in the Upper East
Region, I thank you from the bottom of
my heart for the diverse ways you have
supporting the ministry and mission
work of God in the Upper East region of
Ghana. Serving with you as partners,
lay leaders continue to receive weekly
training, financial support is offered on
regular basis to the seminary students’
families, means of transport for three
new pastors have been received,
evangelism/outreach programs are fully
embarked on regular basis, new mission
fields established at Teraugo, weekly
radio broadcast program is offered at a
local FM station, adult literacy classes
are being held in two church,
translation projects in six Ghanaian
language groups, Campus Ministry in
two institutions, tremendous support
for Concordia Preparatory School,
chapel buildings, Goats and Wells
projects, etc. Serving the Lord in a
special and unique way in Ghana, we
praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!

Graduation: On December 15, five
pastors graduated in the Lutheran
Seminary in Accra, Ghana. With
gratitude to God, three of the graduates
would be pastors in the Upper East,
serving with me. May the Lord use these
pastors: Joseph, Mark and Moses to be
tools willing and able to serve the Lord
and people. To ease their transportation
challenges, all the three pastors have



been provided with three wheeler motor
cycles.

2019 Christmas convention: Our
2019 Christmas convention was held at
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Kpagogo.
Even though this year’s attendance was
not satisfactory (various reasons
including), we were blessed. The drama
on forgiveness using Joseph’s story was
outstanding. Bible studies on Ruth
showed how we Gentiles have become
part of God’s family. The new
songs/choruses were uplifting. Reports
read by the various leaders (women,
youth, evangelism, prayer, church
council chairman, regional pastor
(Nicholas) highlighted the great things
the Lord has done and the hope for
more commitment in the coming years.
The convention began on December 19
ended on the 22nd with divine service
which included Baptism of six people
and Holy Communion where about 600
members communed. The convention
was held outside the chapel because the
mud-walled chapel had collapsed during
the rainy season and has not yet been
rebuilt.

Baptism on December 8: At Immanuel
Lutheran Church, Mrs. Joycelin Azongo,
a former Muslim lady who was married
to Zachariah Azongo a year ago, after
successful pre-baptism classes, having
learnt what we believe, teach and
confess asked for baptism. Please pray
for Joycelin that the Lord uses her to
bring her family to the Lord. Joycelin
says, "The Christian looks to God as
infants look to their parents for
everything." She said, I pray to my
loving God without performing any
“holy” rituals and he answers my
prayers.” Comparing the Christian faith
to Islam, she said, "Islam forces people
to do what they cannot do." She
continued, "Since | was six years old, I
had been forced to pray and fast. I had
never been comfortable until a year ago
when I became a Christian. She praised
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the Lord for her husband who taught
her about Jesus when they were both at
the Nursing Training College.

Emmanuel Ayaaba’s story: Emmanuel
Ayaaba was baptized as an infant at
Grace Lutheran Church in Tengnoog.
His father was a member of the Church
but has reverted to idol worship. This is
Emmanuel story. “When my father
stopped coming to church about four
years ago, he asked my brother, Paul
and me to stop going to Grace Lutheran
Church but he permitted us to go to
another Lutheran Church.” According to
Emmanuel that was good news because
Redeemer Lutheran Church in
Naransaug is just about three miles
away from his home.

A month ago when I was at Grace
Lutheran Church, I saw Emmanuel
leading Bible studies. I told him that I
was glad his dad has finally permitted
him to join his home church.
Emmanuel shook his head and said,
“Pastor, my dad does not know I
worship here. When I leave the house I
pass the way I used to take to
Naransaug, but I turn another way to
come here.” I asked him why he took
that decision. His answer, “Apart from
David Awini who can read, there is no
one in Grace who can lead Bible studies
but at Naransaug there are several
people who are literate. Emmanuel has
completed senior high and hopes to
attend teacher training college or
nursing training college. Please pray for
this young man.

Wedding on December 7: At St. Luke
Lutheran Church chapel, Jacob and
Faustina were joined together as man
and wife. The chapel was full to
capacity. Jacob’s sister, Esther was
married to an Assembly of God’s man
three years ago. And now, Faustina, a
member of the Assembly of God has
been married to Jacob. V The chairman
of St. Luke Lutheran Church during the
announcement period was humorous,



saying, “Now the Assembly of God
Church has paid us back. We gave you
Esther and now you have given us
Faustina.” It is my prayer that Esther
continues to believe, confess and trust
what she has learned as a Lutheran.

Harvest and thanksgiving season:
Every year after crops are harvested we
organize harvest and thanksgiving
services in our congregations. Most of
the churches have brought in millet,
corn, rice, beans to the church. Some of
these items would be given to the
church lay leaders, some given to the
needy during the lean season and the
rest used to prepare meals for members
during conventions and other
gatherings.

Translation: Language group
translators are finishing up translation,
editing and review work on the Child’s
Garden of Bible Stories and the Child’s
Garden of Prayer. Checking and revising
the worship book in some languages are
also on-going. More books are being
printed in Thailand. We are most
grateful to Lutheran Heritage
Foundation for supporting six language
groups translation work in Ghana.

Chapel Doors and Windows: Hope
Lutheran Church chapel and Bethel
Lutheran Church chapel doors and
windows are being fixed.

Concordia Preparatory School:
Concordia Preparatory School and other
private schools in Ghana are facing
challenges. The government's new
curriculum requires that all schools in
the country use the new text books
approved and do away with the old
ones. Our challenge is that we had done
our best to buy the old books, but all
those books are no more to be used. The
school must buy for the teachers and
parents must buy for their wards. We
have many classes: Nursery 1 A,B;
Nursery 2 A,B,C, KG1 A,B,C; KG2
A,B,C; Basic 1 A,B,C; Basic 2 A,B,C.D;
Basic 3 A,B; Basic 4 A,B,C; Basic 5
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A,B,C, Basic 6A, and Junior High 1. So
in all there are 29 teachers who need
text books for all the subject: Maths,
English, Religious and Moral Education,
Science, Creative Arts, History, Our
World and Our People, Computing and
BDT.

We closed admissions for the Basic
classes because we did not want to have
more than 40 students in a class.
However, in September 2020, we will
open admission again because, some
students would leave the school
because either their parents would be
on transfer or for some other reason. If
there were more classrooms, we can
admit more students for classes D. The
Lord is blessing the school. The kids are
growing spiritually and physically. Their
Catechism class goes on very well.
Come and see and hear how Muslim
kids have memorized Bible verses and
the Small Catechism.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs

1. We praise God for the countless
blessings we have received, and
especially forgiveness of sins that Christ
accomplished for us.

2. Praise the Lord for providing us with
three new pastors: Joseph Asaana,
Moses Abugbillah and Mark Awidaan.
3. We praise the Lord for Ghana
Harvest, for the great things the Lord is
using them to do for the ministry and
mission in Ghana.

4. Praise God for the regular support
received from Ghana Harvest for the
weekly radio program and all the
programs and activities in the church.
5. You can learn more about the
wonderful work Ghana Harvest is doing
in Ghana by visiting:
www.ghanaharvest.org. Your prayers
and monetary support to Ghana
Harvest is encouraged.

6. Praise the Lord for providing benches
and drums for Teraugo new church.



Thelie

The lie is the death of man, his temporal
and his eternal death. The lie kills nations.
The most powerful nations of the world
have been laid waste because of their lies,
History knows of no more unsettling sight
than the judgement rendered upon the
people of an advanced culture who have
rejected the truth and are swallowed up in a
sea of lies. Where this happens, as in the
case of declining pagan antiquity, religion
and law, poetry and philosophy, life in
marriage and family, in the state and
society - in short, one sphere of life after
another falls sacrifice to the power and
curse of the lie. Where man can no longer
bear the truth, he cannot live without the lie.
Where man denies that he and others are
dying, the terrible dissolution [of his culture]
is held up as a glorious ascent and decline
is viewed as an advance the likes of which
has never been experienced.

Union and Confession, 1933.

HT Pr Matthew Harrison

https://sassedotalist.blogspot.com/search?updated-max=2013-05-15T00:56:00-
07:00&max-results=7 What Sasse Says Blog

7. Praise the Lord for the funds provided
to fix doors and windows on Hope and
Bethel Church.

8. We also praise the Lord for
individuals who continue to pray and
support the ministry and mission
financially.

9. Please pray for the new pastors and
the congregations they have been
assigned to serve. Each of them is going
to be given additional responsibilities.
10. Pray that the translation teams in
Kusaal, Komba, Bimoba, Fante, Twi and
Ewe faithfully continue to translate our
good doctrinal books into the local
languages. Work is being done on
Worship books in all the languages.

11. You can learn more about LHF by
going to their website
(www.LHFmissions.org).

12. Pray that the women at the
Gambaga Witches Camp continue to
put their hope and trust Jesus, the
Savior of the world and the friend of
outcasts. CPS students are making
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special contributions to be given to the
alleged witches.

13. Please continue to pray for healing
of Madam Rebecca Atiewin who fell
down and broke her leg more than a
year ago and is getting better.
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

For the Month of March
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March 2020

Sunday | Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday Saturday
1 First Sunday in | 2 3 4 5 6 7
Lent 8 AA 12 Confirmation
9:15 Education Hour 6 Supper
10:30 Divine Service 7 Lenten
Outreach Sunday Vespers
Door Offering
Chili Cook-off
8 Second Sunday |9 10 11 12 13 14
in Lent 8 AA 12 Confirmation 7 LWML
9:15 Education Hour 6 Supper
10:30 Divine Service 7 Lenten
Choir Vespers
Sunday School outing
to Ford Ice
Center - Bellevue.
Lunch @
Redeemer (noon),
skating @ 1:30
Daylight Saving Time
Begins 2am
15 Third Sunday | 16 17 18 19 20 21
in Lent 8 AA 6:30 Council 6 Supper 8:30 Men’s
9:15 Education Hour 7 Lenten Breakfast '
10:30 Divine Service Vespers 10-2:30 Generation
] to Generation
Choir @Our Savior
Lutheran (Teaching
the faith at home.)
22 Fourth Sunday | 23 24 25 26 27 28
in Lent 8 AA 12 Confirmation 9 LWML Board
9:15 Education Hour 6 Supper Meeting
10:30 Divine Service 7 Lenten
LWML Mite Vespers
Collection
Choir
29 Fifth Sunday in | 30 31
8 AA

Lent

9:15 Education Hour
10:30 Divine Service
LWML Mite
Collection

Choir




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org

rlcnashville@bellsouth.net
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