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Grief and Joy

If you have lived on this earth for any length of time, you need no definition for the word grief.
In the Small Catechism, Luther calls this earth a “valley of sorrow,” or “vale of tears.” But, for the
purpose of this discussion, perhaps we could say that grief is the emotional and spiritual suffering, or
affliction, at the loss of someone or something dear. Grief is most often associated with death, but grief
has a much greater influence and is found wherever opportunity or hope or something cherished is
taken.

We are in a season of grief now, “a time to weep,” and “a time to mourn” (Ecc. 3:4). The
worldwide coronavirus crisis has brought grief and sorrow. | see it everywhere. It piles up like a giant
weight on a scale. The reasons that add to our grief include:

Isolation at home; Church life interrupted; sorrow over loved ones killed by the virus; anguish
over those in the hospital; fear of greater contagion; nursing home residents isolated in their
rooms and family not allowed to visit; canceled graduations; canceled proms; no spring season to
try to earn a sports scholarship; no college visits; no teacher hugs and gifts at the end of the
school year; no play dates; children’s birthday parties skipped or exchanged for a drive by wave
and greeting; loss of a business; loss of employment; anguish at having to lay off employees;
potential home foreclosures; no vacation; weddings postponed; children and grandchildren
asking why they can’t see grandpa and grandma; physical pain from elective surgeries being
suspended; loneliness; personal goals interrupted; savings lost, etc.

Though seasons of grief may be long and distressing, we also remain in a season of joy, always!
Our joy is not just from finding the hidden opportunities in the current crisis, like having more time with
family and learning to show love for those in need. There is really only one reason for our joy, and it, or
rather Him, placed in the scale opposite our grief, outweighs our troubles by far, though our troubles are
real. The reason for our joy is:

Christ!

Jesus said to his disciples right before his crucifixion, “So also you have sorrow now, but I will
see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you” (Jn. 16:22). The
disciples would be in tremendous grief at the death of their teacher and Lord. But the resurrection joy
would be given to them, and that joy would not just be for the moment when they saw Jesus risen from
the grave. The joy of Christ’s resurrection and victory would always be theirs. No one would take it
from them!

The joy of the resurrection is also ours! We too have sorrows, but our joy in the risen Christ and
the eternal life he bestows is not taken from us. Jesus also said to his disciples, “In the world you will
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33). There itis! There will be



seasons of grief (including tribulation just from being a Christian). But the season of joy always

endures! “I have overcome the world.” Christ is risen!

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Lutheran Service Book 709

(adapted from hymn study by Marion Lars Hendrickson
found at https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-
studies)

Introduction

Whom do you trust? What are the voices that call
you? A mother calls to her children to get ready
for bed. A teacher calls students to come in from
the playground to get ready for class. A police
officer commands, “Stop!” A doctor says to a
patient, “We must talk.” A young man on bended
knee asks his beloved, “Will you marry me?” We
hear and trust many voices.

Yet, there are other voices that call. The voice of
advertising says, “You cannot live without this
product.” The voice of temptation says, “You
owe it to yourself.” The devil asks, “Did God
really say...?” We hear and doubt many voices.

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life” (John 10:27-28).

Exploring the Scriptures

Jesus calls Himself the Good Shepherd and says,
“I lay down my life for the sheep” (John 10:15).
The shepherd’s rod was a short club used as a
weapon to defend the flock from predators. The
staff was a long stick for guiding the flock and
retrieving strays. When your read Psalm 23 the
scene changes from the open fields to a setting of
hospitality.

Exploring the Hymn

Background

Henry W. Baker (1821-77) was an Anglican
priest of the high church tradition who served a
parish in Herefordshire, England. Even today this

— Pastor Young

Psalm 23
"The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
*He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
’He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.
“Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,
I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
*You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows.
‘Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

county is a popular tourist destination for
sightseers in search of the “real” England of
unspoiled, green and rolling countryside. This
scenic domain was coupled with Baker’s own
rich vision of the Christian life, a life thoroughly
shaped by the Gospel and Sacraments within the
living traditions of the ancient Church. Baker
was a strong advocate of the views expressed
within the Oxford Movement.

This rich resource of images and allusions drawn
from the Church and from the land found deep
expression in Baker’s hymn paraphrase of Psalm
23. Although Baker asked John Dykes to
compose a tune, different from the Irish melody
in LSB, the wedding of text and tune (whether
Dykes’ tune or “St. Columba”) wraps the singer
in the atmosphere of the psalm, a decidedly
idyllic atmosphere that breathes the air of the
English shire and the Irish glen. (Listen to the

hymn here.)


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jzTQhW4Wbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jzTQhW4Wbc

Text

Stanza 1 quickly reveals that “trust” is not an
abstract feeling. It is grounded on a firm
foundation. “I am His / And He is mine forever.”
In stanza 2, the text proclaims, “Where streams
of living water flow, / My ransomed soul He
leadeth.” This second stanza closes with the
words, “With food celestial feedeth.” This image
is tied together with the “transport of delight”
flowing “From Thy pure chalice” in stanza 5.

The poet, Henry Baker, had the words of stanza 3
on his lips as he died in 1877. In this he echoed
Martin Luther’s dying words, “We are beggars;
this is true.” Regardless of our condition, “in
love” Christ seeks us. Stanza 4 goes on to show
the full extent of Christ’s love.

The closing two stanzas sing of a life of trust that
flows from Christ’s cross in the new life that is
revealed in His resurrection.

Making the Connection

“Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise...!” Not
every person has lived in an agrarian setting
where sheep are common. Some who sing this
hymn may always have lived in an urban setting,
having no personal familiarity with the image of
a shepherd and a flock of sheep. Nevertheless,
this hymn, and the psalm it is based upon, applies
to every member of Christ’s flock. After the
Christian has been following his Good Shepherd
for a long time, a voice may ask, “Have you
lacked for anything?”” The answer given by faith
is “Nothing.”

The King of Love My Shepherd Is LSB 709
1 The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth

And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me

And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,

Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;

And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Public domain
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who
sent me, night is coming when no one can work” John 9:4.

Greetings: Greetings from your
brothers and sisters in Ghana. COVID
19 is a universal issue. But, “The Lord
is our light and our salvation, whom
shall we fear? The Lord is the strength
of our life, of whom shall we be afraid?
Jesus has conquered the worst enemy
(death).”

Slow down: As we all know, COVID 19
is a dangerous disease and we must
take precautions and protect our
bodies. Following the lockdown order in
two major regions of Ghana, prices of
things have gone up more than 100%,
especially food and sanitizers.

Church buildings are closed down but
the Church is open. We meet in small
groups to have “house churches.” We
have had as many as forty “house
churches” in the Upper East Region.
Nothing is missed, we meet in the name
of the trinity; we confess our sins and
the absolution is received; we say the
introit; the Gloria patri; the kyrie; Gloria
in excelsis; the salutation; the collect
(prayer); the readings; the creed; the
sermon; the offertory and the general
prayer. And wherever it is possible we
receive Holy Communion. The service
takes not more than one hour (less
singing and dancing and short time
spent in taking the offerings). What we
miss most is Bible studies, Prayer
meetings, fellowship meetings, etc.

Radio Program: The weekly radio
program at Source FM station is not
affected. We continue to share the love
of Christ to all people on air every
Sunday from 8:30 PM to 9:30 PM.

Translation: We praise God for the
completion of the printing of 5000

4
copies of Twi Luther’s Small Catechism
Enchiridion. Twi language has readers

in several regions where the books will

be transported to. We thank and praise
God for using Lutheran Heritage
Foundation to bless the world with
sound Lutheran materials in the mother
tongue.

Teraug Chapel construction: By the
grace of God the construction of the
Teraug chapel has resumed even
though the dam is still closed for use.
The women in church told me that no
matter how far they will walk to fetch
water for the construction, they will go.
They did go, walking almost two miles.
They brought enough water to fill
several drums that the mason could
use. The young boys also had to go far
away to dig clay which was to be used to
mix with the sand to make strong
"mortar". Yes, by the grace of God, the
building will soon be completed.

Flooring of Hope Lutheran Church
and Bethel Lutheran Church chapels:
By the grace of God, Ghana Harvest has
provided cement for the flooring of these
chapels.

Funerals: Late Madam Selina Gumbo
died on March 9 and was buried the
same day.

Concordia Preparatory School:
Concordia like all schools in Ghana is
closed down. The greatest challenge the
school is facing is how to pay the
teachers their monthly salary. Today is
March 31, and several of the teachers
came and said, “Proprietor, we all know
schools are closed, but can you help us
to buy some food especially now that
prices of all things are high?”
Everything is at stand still.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs
1. We praise God for the countless
blessings we have received, and



especially forgiveness of sins that Christ
accomplished for us.

2. Praise God for the regular support
received from Ghana Harvest for the
weekly radio program, building of the
Teraug chapel and flooring of two
chapel, as well as other programs and
activities in the church.

3. You can learn more about the
wonderful work Ghana Harvest is doing
in Ghana by visiting:
www.ghanaharvest.org. Your prayers
and monetary support to Ghana
Harvest is encouraged.

4. We praise the Lord for the grant
Leadachild gave to some Lutheran
schools in northern Ghana to provide
scholarships for needy children and also
augment the salaries of teachers.

5. We also praise the Lord for
individuals who continue to pray and
support the ministry and mission
financially: Teraug Church chapel
building, flooring of Hope and Bethel
Church chapels.

6. Pray that Concordia Preparatory
School is able raise some funds to pay
the teachers at this time of the COVID
19 pandemic.

7. You can learn more about LHF by
going to their website
(www.LHFmissions.org).

8. Pray that the women at the Gambaga
Witches Camp continue to put their
hope and trust Jesus, the Savior of the
world and the friend of outcasts. CPS
students are making special
contributions to be given to the alleged

witches.
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

O L.ittle Flock, Fear Not the Foe
Lutheran Service Book 666

(adapted from hymn study by Larry A. Peters
found at https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-
the-day-studies)

Introduction

Buildings skip the thirteenth floor and some
states skip “666” in their license plate numbers.
We have all sorts of fears and superstitions.
Maybe some were surprised that a hymnal would
include a hymn numbered 666 — the familiar
number of the beast from Rev. 13:18. Even
saying the number can send shivers up our
spines. The hymn chosen for this place in the
hymnal directly confronts these fears with the
power, presence and promises of God.

Though it is tempting to dismiss fear, our Lord
never dismisses the enemies of His people but
openly acknowledges them and their power. Our
comfort comes not from being told we have no
enemies or that faith and life are easy, but rather
from the promise, presence and power of Christ
for us, with us and in us.

Exploring the Scriptures

The Holy Scriptures often confront us with
things to fear: our futures (Gen. 15:1-6), the
world and our responsibilities to and in it (Heb.
11:1-16), this life and all the needs we have in it
(Luke 12:22-40) and our faith tested, tried,
tempted and assaulted. In the midst of so much
that might cause us to fear, God promises to be
our shield, reward, future, guard, guide and
supply. He has sent His own Son to do battle in
our place and for us. He calls us to surrender our
fears, trust in His mercy, depend upon His
wisdom and put our faith in His good and
gracious will — no matter what our eyes see
around us!

In Genesis 15, Abraham admits his fears and
laments how hopeless his situation appears.
Hebrews 11:1 is the classic definition of faith,
“the assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen.” In faith we
struggle to trust in what we cannot see in the face
of what we do see. The saints are remembered


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

for their trust (faith). Many of them died without
ever having seen with their eyes what they hoped
for in their hearts.

“Fear not” says Jesus (Luke 12:32). How easy
fear is! We have needs, responsibilities and
burdens. We live in a world too unfriendly to us
and faith — one in which the evil prosper and the
good suffer. We know that evil is real. Faith
struggles to know God is real. That He knows
our needs. Our problem is not with a weak or
unwilling God but with the call to trust and
endure.

Exploring the Hymn

Background

It is not certain who wrote our hymn. It has been
attributed to Gustavus Adolphus, King of
Sweden (1594-1632), his court preacher, Jacob
Fabricius (1593- 1664) and Pastor Johann
Altenburg (1584-1640). Lutheran Service Book
credits Jacob Fabricius as did Lutheran Worship.
The Lutheran Hymnal (1941) credits Pastor
Altenburg. It is generally thought that Gustavus
Adolphus provided the inspiration for this hymn.

What we do know is the circumstance that thrust
this text to the forefront of history. It was a time
of despair and conflict. In the Thirty Years’ War,
the battle of Luzten was the turning point.
Gustavus Adolphus came with forces to
strengthen the Lutherans. Before battle on Nov.
6, 1632, the king sang this hymn and “A Mighty
Fortress.” In the end, the Lutheran side prevailed
but the victorious king was killed in battle. So it
was called “The King’s swansong.” (You can
listen to Rev. Will Weedon discuss this hymn
and its history more thoroughly on the Issues,
Etc. radio program Issuesetc.org on demand tab -
3/31/20.)

Text

The reality of the devil and enemies that threaten
our present and eternal life is a somber subject.
When this hymn was published in the Leipzig
hymnbook of 1638, it was described as “A soul-
rejoicing hymn of consolation upon the
watchword — God with us.” Read the stanzas of
this hymn below.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The coronavirus has definitely altered our
work. But we are still working. In fact, we
have tried to be there for our members who
are comfortable receiving us in their homes.
We have even restarted our congregation's
Facebook page in order to stream our worship
services to our members. In other words, it's a
lot like where you are. But all of this cannot
take away our Easter joy. We celebrate that
Jesus, who was crucified for us, has now risen
in triumph and pours for His grace on us all.

We thank you for your gift which keeps us on
the field. It is through your support and
prayers that the Lord accomplishes anything
through us. And we pray that you, too, are
kept safe through this stressful time and that
you might bear witness to the Lord over all
things. A blessed Easter season to you!

We commend you to Christ,
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has
feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold
of me." Dr. Martin Luther

“Vengeance 1s mine” says the Lord (Rom. 12:19;
Heb. 10:30). We often presume we must respond
appropriately and proportionately to threats. God
says He will avenge the wrongs done to us. Read
stanza 2. Jesus promises that the gates of hell
shall not prevail against His Church (Matt.
16:18). The hymn describes the assaults of Satan
as a joke (st. 3). War imagery is ancient in
Scripture and Christianity, but we live in an age
in which such militancy is out of step with the
times. The words to the hymn paraphrase the
actual words of Gustavus Adolphus: “Jesus,
Jesus, help me fight today for the honor of Your
holy name.” St. Paul says we fight the good fight
of faith (1 Tim. 6:12; 2 Tim. 4.7). Read stanza 4.


https://issuesetc.org/2020/03/31/encore-the-hymn-o-little-flock-fear-not-the-foe-pr-will-weedon-3-31-20/
https://issuesetc.org/2020/03/31/encore-the-hymn-o-little-flock-fear-not-the-foe-pr-will-weedon-3-31-20/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/St.Michael.Lutheran.Church.Prague/

Making the Connection

Christians do face loneliness and fear. We are
tempted by quick and easy victories and a
comfortable earthly life. Jesus warns us about the
fight, about the enemies and about the struggle
ahead of us (Matt. 5:1- 11). Yet here we sing,
“God is with us and we with God” (st. 3).

In Closing

In the Our Father we pray, “Deliver us from evil
[literally, the evil one].” This prayer addresses
our enemies but specifically the devil. We have a
real and powerful Savior who fought once on
Calvary and won and who still fights for us every
day. When it seems the wicked prosper, the
kingdom of God is in retreat and the devil is
winning, we look to the cross. There our fears are
met with His all-availing sacrificial death. There
we learn to say, first haltingly, then confidently,
“Christ is enough.”

O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe LSB 666
1 O little flock, fear not the foe
Who madly seeks your overthrow;
Dread not his rage and pow’r.
And though your courage sometimes faints,
His seeming triumph o’er God’s saints
Lasts but a little hour.

2 Be of good cheer; your cause belongs
To Him who can avenge your wrongs;
Leave it to Him, our Lord.
Though hidden yet from mortal eyes,
His Gideon shall for you arise,
Uphold you and His Word.

3 As true as God’s own Word is true,
Not earth nor hell’s satanic crew
Against us shall prevail.
Their might? A joke, a mere facade!
God is with us and we with God—
Our vict’ry cannot fail.

4 Amen, Lord Jesus, grant our prayer;

Great Captain, now Thine arm make bare,
Fight for us once again!

So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise

A mighty chorus to Thy praise
Forevermore. Amen.

Public domain

A Preface for All Good Hymnals
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther

Translated by Paul Nettl; Revised by Ulrich S. Leupold

Luther’s Works AE vol.53 p.319-320
Dame Music [speaks:]
Of all the joys upon this earth

None has for men a greater worth
Than what I give with my ringing
And with voices sweetly singing.

There cannot be an evil mood
Where there are singing fellows good,
There is no envy, hate, nor ire,
Gone are through me all sorrows dire;
Greed, care, and lonely heaviness
No more do they the heart oppress.

Each man can in bis mirth be free
Since such a joy no sin can be.

But God in me more pleasure finds
Than in all joys of earthly minds.

Through my bright power the devil shirks

His sinful, murderons, evil works.

Of this King David’s deeds to tell
Who pacified King Sanl so well
By sweetly playing on the lyre
And thus escaped his murderons ire.

For truth divine and God’s own rede
The heart of bumble faith shall lead;
Such did Elisha once propound
When harping he the Spirit found.

The best time of the year is mine
When all the birds are singing fine.

Heaven and earth their voices fill
With right good song and tuneful trill.

And, gueen of all, the nightingale
Men’s hearts will mervily regale
With music so charmingly gay;

For which be thanks to ber for aye.

But thanks be first to God, our Lord,
Who created her by his Word
To be his own beloved songstress
And of musica a mistress.

For our dear Lord she sings her song
In praise of him the whole day long
To him I give my melody
And thanks in all eternity.



Hello to all our Haitian Ministry Partners -

We are certainly living in unprecedented times and | pray you and your families are all healthy and
safe. Unfortunately, the Coronavirus has now spread to Haiti and all schools have been closed until
further notice (likely
the rest of this YL ) : T ] —
school year). Asbad 1 A \) i Spring 2020
as the Coronavirus W — W i T,R.',.'f“'TY.,.
has been here in (LRl & Y :

the U.S., it has the
very real possibility
to be significantly
worse in

Haiti. Because our
programs rely
heavily on the
infrastructure of the
schools to maintain
strict accountability
and controls, when
the schools close, the
cooks cannot prepare
a daily meal and the
children cannot be
fed at school. That is difficult to accept. Here at Trinity HOPE we have been giving great thought and
prayer to what our response should be. As the body of Christ, we felt we could not just stand by and
watch that happen, but rather needed to establish emergency food relief efforts for these children and
their families.

Within the next 15 days, Trinity HOPE will begin executing a highly accountable action plan to get
emergency food to the families that have children attending the 150+ Christian schools we normally
feed. This plan will be overseen by our team of eighteen Haitian Feeding Program Directors and will
include the following details:

What will not change:

e The procedures, processes and quality assurance we use for transferring money to Haiti,
purchasing food, getting food to our schools, securing the food at the schools and reporting will
not change.

e Our Feeding Program Director will continue to be representatives on the ground, assisting us
with this adjusted plan for feeding the children.

What will change:

e We will limit the ingredients we purchase to Rice, Beans and Oil, making it easier to distribute to
families and allowing us to buy the most food possible.

e The quantity of food each child's family receives during the single distribution will be equivalent
to the quantity of food the children would normally receive for the entire month at school.

e A letter written by Trinity HOPE and translated to Creole will be shared with the families,
explaining the food is given to them in the love of Jesus Christ and encouraging them to wash
their hands with soap often.



As school sponsors, we hope you know how much we value and appreciate your dedication to our
mission and the children of Haiti. We also want to honor that our sponsors may have concerns or
questions related to this intermediate process, therefore please get in touch with us by email or phone if
you have any questions or concerns.

As we all know, these times can bring about feelings of uncertainty and fear, as well as an urge to help
in some way. If you feel like God is calling you to give beyond your normal sponsorship amount, we
will graciously apply increased funds to our assistance during this COVID-19 crisis. See below for ways
to give.

Trinity HOPE started over 20 years ago because John Hall, our founder, saw a need. A need to share the
love of Jesus Christ with the children and people of Haiti, rice and beans were the conduit. The need is
still there, and we must go where the Lord leads us. We could not take these steps without our school
sponsors. As mentioned, please reach out should you have a concern, question or feel called to help in a
greater way. Let us be reminded what Isaiah 41:10 tells us, “Fear not, for I am with you, be not
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” God's Blessings and protection to each of you and your families.

Serving Christ Jesus Together -

Keith Logan, Trinity HOPE, Executive Director
615-394-4950

P.S. A few alarming statistics concerning the Coronavirus in Haiti:

e The U.S. has one ICU bed for every 3,000 Americans; Haiti has one ICU bed for every 100,000
Haitians.

e The entire country of Haiti, which has approximately 11 million people, only has 911 doctors
(source: Haiti's National Institute Statistics)

e There are only 64 Ventilators in the entire country and several of those are likely not working.

e The projected death toll from COVID-19 could reach 800,000 in Haiti. (The 2010 earthquake
resulted in about 250,000 deaths)

Donate by check: e

. H. N\ 7~ r T \2
Payable to: Trinity S LAk : AN
HOPE, Memo: 4@ o
COVID-19 Relief, =

2024 Hunters Place,
Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

8 Spring 2020 |,
el § TRINITY HOPE

Donate On-line:
www.trinityhope.org,
A new pop-up box
will appear on our
home page, or select
the DONATE button
and choose COVID-
19 Relief



http://www.trinityhope.org/

Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

Speak, O Lord, Your servant listens,
Let Your Word to me come near;
New born life and spirit give me

Let each promise still my fear.
Death’s dread pow’s, its inward strife,
Wars against Your Word of life;

Fill me, Lord, with love’s strong fervor

That I cling to You forever.

Oh, what blessing to be near You
And to listen to Your voice;

Let me ever love and hear You,
Let Your Word be now my choice!
Many hardened sinners, Lord,

Flee in terror at Your Word;

But to all who feel sin’s burden

You give words of peace and pardon.

As I pray, dear Jesus, hear me;

Let Your words in me take root.
May Your Spirit €’er be near me
That I bear abundant fruit.

May I daily sing Your praise,
From my heart glad anthems raise,
Till my highest praise is given

In the endless joy of heaven.

“Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens”

Lutheran Service Book #589

God’s Grace in
the Time of
Coronavirus

i printed page, always have been
and always will be. That is true
historically. It was because of the
printing press that the Lutheran
d reformation could be spread
about and claim the hearts of peo-
ple. But it is also true theological-
ly. We have an emphasis on the
Word of God because we take se-

The Huber family joins in on a live-

streamed worship service.

riously words spoken through the prophet Isaiah: The grass withers, the flow-
er fades, but the word of our God will stand forever (Isa. 40:8 ESV.)

With the whole world trying to avoid the novel coronavirus, we have come to
rely even more so on the printed Word of God as our comfort and encourage-
ment. Like churches around the world, we have been live-streaming our Sun-
day worship services. (If you want to see them, just click here.) And as we
have done this, it has moved us to meditate on just how full is the grace of
God towards us. God could have given us one way to receive His grace, and it
still would have been generous. But God has given us the Word, the Holy Sup-
per of our Lord, the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, and Holy Absolution. On top
of those, He has given us the mutual conversation and consolation of the
saints. Now we are in a time wherein we cannot use all these gifts. But it is
not that we need to put all these together so that, like a jigsaw puzzle, we
only get the whole thing as a sum of all the parts. Rather, each part is a whole
gift of God’s grace and mercy. That is what on which we have come to rely.

The Word has been read through computers, tablets, and smartphones. The
Word has been preached and taught through online services. In other words,
nothing can stop this Word of God—not even a global pandemic! We are so
pleased that not only have our members
found consolation in our videos, but also peo-
ple from literally all around the world have &
watched and sent to us their greetings. N

What a gracious God have we! Our Father, as |
our Lord bids us to call Him, is a nurturing
and gracious Father. We commend ourselves
to His keeping, asking Him to give us good |
health, and at the same time pray that this &
pandemic would pass us by and finally come [ =
to its end. Then will Christians the world over
come together to receive God’s gifts and to
respond in kind, glorifying the One who gave
Himself for us.

God go with you and keep you safe! And may

God soon bring this time of isolation to an
end. Dale leads the liturgy.
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Everything Old Is New Again
The message of the Church is eternal, proclaim-

ing the crucified and risen Savior. The work of

| the Church is tireless, preaching peace and salva-
tion to both those inside and outside of the
4| Church. But we are always trying to learn new

ways to bring that message and work to the peo-

ple, especially during these strange and stressful
times.

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster

Your Missionaries to the Cgech Republic

Follow us on Facebook To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift

e to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www.lcms org/kaster.
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Nashville, TN 37221
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rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

Q*

v
S
]
"

2
2
=
o

Jod

12


http://www.redeemernashville.org/
mailto:rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

