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October 2020 

 

The Reformation is Essential 
 

 How wonderful to see the leaves 

start to turn and the fall decorations come 

out!  It’s not just the anticipation of cooler 

weather, cider, and pumpkin carving that 

has me excited.  It is that Reformation Day 

is around the corner. 

 Oh, how I love our Reformation 

celebration!  And how I have looked 

forward to the celebration this year!  The 

truth of the Reformation is essential, and it 

is what has comforted and sustained us as 

God’s people during this tumultuous and 

uncertain year.  We have lived without 

toilet paper in the stores, live sporting 

events, and inside dining.  But we have not 

lived without the hope of the Gospel.  We 

have lived with fear, anxiety, and a greater 

awareness of our mortality.  But we have 

not lived with despair because our Savior.  

It is time to celebrate and praise the God 

of all grace! 

 Chief among our reasons to rejoice 

is the chief article of the Lutheran 

confession.  Justification by faith is the 

bedrock of all hope.  It is the very 

foundation of the Church and the song in 

our hearts.  It has been said that 

justification is the article on which the 

Church stands or falls.  How true! 

To review the article on the justification, we turn to the Augsburg Confession: 
 

Furthermore, it is taught that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God 

through our merit, work, or satisfactions, but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become 

righteous before God out of grace for Christ’s sake through faith when we believe that Christ has 

suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are 

given to us.  For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness in his sight as St. Paul 

says in Romans 3[:21-26] and 4[:5] (AC IV). 
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The Formula of Concord says: 
 

This article on justification by faith (as the Apology says) is the “most important of all Christian 

teachings,” “without which no poor conscience can have lasting comfort or recognize properly 

the riches of Christ’s grace.”  As Dr. Luther wrote, “If this one teaching stands in its purity, then 

Christendom will also remain pure and good, undivided and unseparated; . . . but where it does 

not remain pure, it is impossible to ward off any error or sectarian spirit” (FC SD III:6). 
 

  It is only by God declaring us righteous for the sake of Christ that we may live with a good 

conscience before our Lord and not fear the day of judgment.  It is only this truth of God’s grace that has 

allowed us to believe and confess with Paul (in last month’s Sunday readings), “Whether we live or 

whether we die, we are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8), and, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 

1:21). 

 Therefore, how wonderful that we are able to sing with gusto again this year, “And take they our 

life, Goods, fame, child, and wife, Though these all be gone, Our vict’ry has been won; The Kingdom 

ours remaineth” (LSB 656:4). 

 The Lord grant a blessed Reformation festival to us all! 
 

                                                                                                                        – Pastor Young      
 

 

But is the blood of Christ enough to 

save a still-sinful-Christian? Or isn’t 

it? Does the Gospel still apply, even if you 

are a Christian? Or doesn’t it? It seems to me 

(1) that the category “sinner” still applies to 

me, (2) that the category “sinner” still 

applies to you, (3) that the category “sinner” 

still applies to all Christians. … 
 

What the “sad alumni” [Christians who left the 

Church broken, despairing their lack of progress 

in the Christian life] need to hear (perhaps for the 

first time) is that Christian failures are going to 

walk into heaven, be welcomed into heaven, leap 

into heaven like a calf leaping out of its stall, 

laughing and laughing, as if it’s all too good to 

be true. 
 

It isn’t just that we failures will get in. It’s 

that we will probably get in like that! We 

failures-in-living-the-Christian-life-as-

described-in-the-Bible will probably say 

something like, “You mean it was that 

simple?!” “Just Christ’s cross & blood?! Just 

His righteousness imputed to my account as 

if mine? You gotta be kidding!” “And all of 

heaven is ours just because of what was 

done by Jesus outside of me, on the cross — 

not because of what Christ did in me” – in 

my heart, in my Christian living, in my 

behavior?!” “Well, I’ll be damned!” But, of 

course, that’s the point isn’t it? As a believer 

in Jesus as your Substitute, you won’t be 

damned! No believer in Jesus will be. Not a 

single one! 
 

As C.S. Lewis put it, “. . . there are going to 

be a lot of surprises” at the eschaton. 
 

Dr. Rod Rosenbladt: The Gospel for Those Broken by the 

Church available as a video presentation here: 

https://www.1517.org/videos/the-gospel-for-those-broken-

by-the-church 

(All italicized emphasis original.) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

https://www.1517.org/videos/the-gospel-for-those-broken-by-the-church
https://www.1517.org/videos/the-gospel-for-those-broken-by-the-church
https://www.1517.org/videos/the-gospel-for-those-broken-by-the-church
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings from your missionaries in Prague, the 

Czech Republic! God be with you. Amen. 
 

Autumn has arrived here in Prague, and now the 

season of festivals has started. Just the other day 

we were surprised by several booths popping up 

along our usual path. Soon there will be food and 

drinks that are particular to these different 

celebrations. 
 

But we are here for a celebration that has no 

season; rather, its celebration goes on and on! 

That celebration is the Feast of the Lamb, where 

the Church receives His grace and responds back 

with praise and loud confession. It is our prayer 

that Czechs throughout this land may come to 

worship Him with us. 
 

We thank you for your gift that enables us to do 

that. Please, pray for this work as we pray for our 

church back home. And may your autumn be 

filled with the praises that never end! 
 

Kristův pokoj s vámi! (The peace of Christ be 

with you!)  
 

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster 

Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Consecration 

Sunday 
 

October 25 

Please make note of the date and mark your 

calendar. You may also want to note that the 

meal will be provided.  

THIS IS NOT A POTLUCK! 
 

Reservations will be taken on  

Oct. 11 & Oct. 18. 
 

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the 

biblical teaching of the need of the giver to 

give, rather than on the need of the Church to 

receive. Continually receiving forgiveness of 

sins in Jesus Christ, as well as daily bread, 

the Christian turns to offer thanksgiving to 

God for all things.  
 

We give Thee but Thine own, 

Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
 

May we Thy bounties thus 

As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

To Thee our firstfruits give! 
 

LSB 781 

Collect For our enemies 
 

Almighty, everlasting God, through Your 

only Son, our blessed Lord, You commanded 

us to love our enemies, to do good to those 

who hate us, and to pray for those who 

persecute us. Therefore, we earnestly implore 

You that by Your gracious working our 

enemies may be led to true repentance, may 

have the same love toward us as we have 

toward them, and may be of one accord and 

of one mind and heart with us and with Your 

whole Church; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you 
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their 
Community Rewards Program online 
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly 
check. Redeemer has elected to place 

these dollars in the Sanctuary 
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just 

received a check for $62.59. Simple, 
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s 

office for details on how to participate. 
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O Love, How Deep 
Lutheran Service Book 544 
(adapted from hymn study by Larry A. Peters at 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 
 

Introduction  

Two little words but on these words hang 

everything. Pro nobis — for us. Faith is the key 

that opens to all that God has said and done. For 

us. Not for principle or for His own satisfaction 

but for us and our salvation. Frame the whole of 

the Christian message and the church year with 

this phrase, and you find yourself confronted 

with the ancient but ever fresh and new text that 

is our hymn. 
 

• Think how these two words direct the faith 

we confess in the Nicene Creed. “Who for 

us men and for our salvation …” (LSB, p. 

191).  

• Luther says in his explanation to the Third 

Article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe 

that I cannot by own reason or strength 

believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come 

to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me 

by the Gospel …” (LSB, p. 323). The whole 

of the Christian faith is just words until the 

Holy Spirit teaches us to confess, “For us, 

for me.”  
 

Exploring the Scriptures 

The whole of Christ’s life and work are 

presented in the New Testament and in this 

hymn. His incarnation, birth, Baptism, life, 

suffering, death and resurrection are read in 

Scripture, confessed in the creed and sung in this 

hymn. 
 

• John 1:1–14 tells us more of the incarnation 

than the actual birth of Christ. 

• Heb. 2:9–10, 14–18 teaches why is Christ 

higher than the angels and why Christ came 

instead of an angel. (Read Ps. 8:4–5.)  
 

The temptation of our Lord was not merely a 

little test, but the rerun of Eden without the fall. 

Read Matt. 4:1–11. Christ was baptized for us, 

tempted like us and obedient for us. 
 

For the month of October the 

Community Service Committee will be 

gathering supplies for the Inspiritus 

organization to include in their care 

packages for families.  Please bring any of 

the following items to church from October 

1st through November 1st and leave them 

in the designated box in the church library. 
 

• Shampoo 
• Bar Soap 
• Deodorant   
• Toothbrushes 
• Toothpaste  
• Toilet Paper  
• Cold medicine/Tylenol 
• Cleaning supplies 
• Dishwashing Detergent 
• Clothing Detergent 
• Diapers size 4-5 

 

For more information please 

visit https://weinspirit.org/enrichment-

programs and read about the Building 

Healthy Family Program. 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://weinspirit.org/enrichment-programs
https://weinspirit.org/enrichment-programs
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Christ’s obedient life is our gift as well as His 

obedient death. His preaching, teaching, miracles 

and ministry were for us. We should value 

Christ’s righteous obedience as much as we 

value His suffering in our place. In John 17:20–

26 we read how Jesus prays for us. The Passion 

takes up the majority of the Gospels. The story of 

Jesus’ betrayal, suffering, crucifixion and death 

constitute the highest demonstration of God’s 

love for us. (Read Matt. 26–27.)  
 

The resurrection of Jesus was not for Him but for 

us, that we might know with confidence that His 

Word is true and His work is complete. (Read 

Phil. 2:5–11.)  
 

Background 

The rich liturgical resources of the Medieval 

Church have yielded a treasure of hymns and 

chant. This hymn is attributed to St. Thomas à 

Kempis (1380–1471) because it sounds like him; 

we do not know for sure that he was the author. 

It survives in but one source. St.  

Thomas is known mostly for The Imitation of 

Christ.  
 

 

 

Originally twenty-three stanzas, it has generally 

been published with only seven; the doxological 

stanza is from another source. It leads us from 

the incarnation of our Lord through His Baptism, 

His obedient life, His life-giving death and His 

glorious resurrection. 
 

Text  

The first line and the final doxology are both 

drawn directly from Scripture. (Read Eph. 3:14–

21, especially verse 18.) St. Paul speaks of the 

unimaginable destiny that God has prepared for 

those who love Him. The Savior whom we meet 

in the manger is a gift and reality beyond 

comprehension or expectation. Though we do not 

know how the almighty God can wear human 

flesh, we do know why, for us. 
 

The Baptism of our Lord gets only a few short 

verses in the Gospels, but it is where He began 

His public ministry and where He demonstrated 

what He had come to fulfill (all righteousness for 

us). 
 

God used the wickedness of men who would 

crucify Jesus for our benefit. (Read Acts 2:36; 

4:10.)  
 

The ascension of our Lord and the sending of the 

Spirit often seem odd to us. Part of us would 

rather have Jesus here walking and talking with 

us than the Spirit. Note the work of the Spirit 

(John 14:16–17) whom the Father sent in His 

name. It is the Holy Spirit who guides, strengthens 

and cheers us. 
 

Note how the final doxological stanza connects 

right back with stanza 1 and with Eph. 3:18. 

Jesus said, “This is the work of God, that you 

believe in him whom he has sent” (John 6:29).  

Faith is the highest form of worship. We confess 

in the Athanasian Creed that the catholic 

(universal) faith is this: “that we worship one 

God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity …” (LSB, p. 

319). We adore God by acknowledging what He 

has done and believing in Him whom He has sent 

as Savior and Redeemer. (Note the repetition of 

“for us” throughout the hymn. This is a 

continuing call to faith and worship.) 

 

For the Month of October 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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Making the Connection 

We talk often about the need for faith to be 

personal. What does it mean to have a personal 

faith? It is easy to confuse personal faith with 

intense emotion or sentiment. These come from 

and through our faith, but the personal nature of 

that faith is the work of the Holy Spirit, who 

leads us to see all Christ has done for us and to 

trust in His saving work alone. This hymn uses 

that repeated expression to help us acknowledge, 

rejoice and boldly witness to all that Christ has 

done for us and for the whole world. 
 

One of the most profound gifts of this hymn is 

the way the words confront us with all that Christ 

did — from His incarnation to His suffering to 

His death on the cross to His resurrection from 

the dead to His exalted reign as Lord of all. 

While it is certainly true that our Lord did all of 

this to fulfill the prophetic word and to 

accomplish God’s plan of salvation, He also sent 

us His Holy Spirit so that faith may rejoice and 

trust in His saving work. For us. We were in His 

mind and heart as He took on flesh, lived in 

holiness of life and adopted our salvation as His 

purpose even to suffering and death on the cross. 

For me. Thanks be to God! 
 

In Closing  

This hymn was a fifteenth-century Latin text that 

was discovered some three hundred years later. 

Now we add our voices to those who sang it 

before us. The hymn will be taught to those who 

come after us.  
 

The words “for us” seem so small, but it took the 

Holy Spirit to teach them to us. It took the Spirit 

to build faith in our hearts to believe that Christ 

was incarnate and He accomplished salvation for 

us. Faith is not something small. It is deep and 

profound. It requires the full resources of God to 

bring us to faith, keep us in faith and teach us the 

joy of love high enough, deep enough and broad 

enough to save sinners like us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the 

hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us 

when we reject Your unfailing love, and grant us 

the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen (Collect for Proper 22A). 
 

544 O Love, How Deep 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 

Beyond all thought and fantasy, 

That God, the Son of God, should take 

Our mortal form for mortals’ sake! 
 

2 He sent no angel to our race, 

Of higher or of lower place, 

But wore the robe of human frame, 

And to this world Himself He came. 
 

3 For us baptized, for us He bore 

His holy fast and hungered sore; 

For us temptation sharp He knew; 

For us the tempter overthrew. 
 

4 For us He prayed; for us He taught; 

For us His daily works He wrought, 

By words and signs and actions thus 

Still seeking not Himself but us. 
 

5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath. 
 

6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 

For us He sent His Spirit here 

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 
 

7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 

 
 

October 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 
 

4 Eighteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9 & 10:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School (between 

services) 

Door Offering 

Confirmation 
 

5 
8pm AA 

6 

 

7 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

8 9 
6:30pm 

LWML 

10 

11 Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9 & 10:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School (between 

services) 

Confirmation 
 

12 
8pm AA 

13 

 

14 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

15 16 17 
8:30 Men’s 

Reading Group 

 

18 Twentieth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9 & 10:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School (between 

services) 

Voters’ Assembly   

Confirmation 
 

19 
8pm AA 

20 
6:30 Council 

- Budget 

21 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study 

 

22 23 24 

25 Reformation Day 

(observed) 
Consecration Sunday 

9 & 10:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School (between 

services) 

LWML Mite Collection 

Reformation Day Dinner  

Silent Auction Kickoff 

Consecration Sunday Meal 
 

26 
8pm AA 

27 
10 Ladies 

Home 

Improvement 

Group 

28 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

29 

 

 

30 

 

31 

 

Reformation 

Day 
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