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Daily Bread

What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes
everything that has to do with the support and
needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing,
shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods,

a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout
workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government,
good weather, peace, health, self-control,
good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors,
and the like (SC, Lord’s Prayer, 4" Pet.).

This November may be bringing daily bread into focus for us like no other month and year in
recent history. It’s true that we normally focus on “food” and “drink” and family (“devout” husband,
wife, and children) and “good friends” in the month of the Thanksgiving holiday. But this year, among
other things, there is a national election with very different promises offered by the various candidates
for every level of office. Is not the need great for “devout and faithful rulers” and “good government”?

This year we have also been made aware of how fragile “peace” is with the terrible violence that
has been perpetrated in our cities and the constant threats from foreign, totalitarian governments for
which our military men and women have to stand the watch. There is also tremendous persecution of
Christians around the world. We see the need for “self-control” in people protesting for equality and
civil rights. And we remember that, as Christians, we are called to pray for order, “for kings and all who
are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way” (1
Tim. 2:1-2).

For many, “good weather” has come into focus as it been a terrifying season of fires, tornadoes,
and hurricanes. Remember the tornadoes in early March!

Of all things, though, the pandemic has highlighted our needs for “house” (house payments),
“money,” “goods” (including toilet paper!), and “health.” We pray to God for a cure and hope that this
month there is good news on a vaccine. We pray that there are more treatments, that the virus
attenuates, and that people are able to get their health screenings and therapies for other diseases and
conditions. We pray that the most vulnerable are protected and are also able to get back to work and
visiting with family and friends.

Daily bread is very important. God knows this! He is the one who gives us our daily bread
through the means that he establishes. Our Lord Jesus is the one who has given us his prayer asking for
daily bread, and the Father hears!

Of course, every interruption in daily bread is to draw us closer to our Lord God and to teach us,
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).
Our Lord also reminds us that the bread of life will never be taken from us. Jesus said, “Do not labor for
food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. . .



. I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall
not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall
never thirst” (Jn. 6:27, 35).

This November let us thank God for our
daily bread, for everything that supports the needs
of the body, and for the bread of life by which we
live eternally.

— Pastor Young

For All the Saints

Lutheran Service Book 544
(adapted from hymn study by Shawn L. Kummat
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

“Saints alive!” someone exclaimed in surprise.
Yes, indeed, saints alive. Saints alive here on
earth; saints alive also in heaven. Certainly the
people of God believe that saints are alive!

All Saints’ Day, which falls on the first day of
November, stirs up all kinds of thoughts,
memories and ideas about saints. The Lutheran
Service Book (LSB — our hymnal) includes two
lists of saints. On page xi is a list of saints
associated with the life of Christ and the time of
the apostles, while the list of pages xii-xiii are
saints who span the beginning of time up to
recent history.

Exploring the Scriptures

Hebrews 12:1-3 is the chief Scripture upon
which this hymn is based. The New Testament
list of saints in Hebrews 11 is a list of saints who
lived in a tension. That tension is described by
the Latin phrase simul justus et peccator,
simultaneously justified (saint) and sinner.

Exploring the Hymn

William Walsham How (1823-1897) was born
into a solicitor’s family and grew up in the
historic market town of Shrewsbury, England.
He spent his years of ministry in rural areas and
the impoverished East End of London. In such
challenging places How became known as the
“children’s bishop.” This title of endearment
reflected his great love and attention shown to an
often-overlooked group of God’s kingdom. His
published works include sermons, poetic verse

Collect For the fruits
of the earth

O Lord, Father Almighty, by Your Word
You created and You continue to bless
and uphold all things. We pray You so to
reveal to us Your Word, our Lord Jesus
Christ that, through His dwelling in our
hearts, we may by Your grace be made
ready to receive Your blessing on all the
fruits of the earth and whatsoever
pertains to our bodily need; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.

and a still used volume on Holy Communion.
How’s most well-known work, is the hymn “For
All the Saints.” Originally this hymn was eleven
stanzas long, but the three stanzas which
reflected the ancient Te Deum are traditionally
omitted. The remaining eight stanzas of “For All
the Saints” give to the worshiper a well-
developed theology of both the Church
Triumphant, which is comprised of the saints
now gathered into heaven, and the Church
Militant, the saints still fighting here on earth.

Though at first glance this hymn seems to begin
with the saints of God, careful observation shows
the hymn writer rightly begins by addressing the
first two stanzas to the Lord Jesus. Stanzas 3 and
4 turn our focus from the saints who have gone
before us to the saints here on earth and it is
among the earthly saints that we are included.
Stanza 5 speaks of the earthly fight of faith as
“fierce” and “the warfare” as “long.” Stanzas 6-8
draw our eyes to the same rest that began the
hymn. The setting of the sun on the lives of those
who have died in Jesus is contrasted with the
rising of the dead, the resurrection to come, all
following the “King of Glory.” Finally, in stanza
8, the “countless host” of heaven are seen
gathered around the Triune God.

In Closing

“Our churches teach that the history of saints
may be set before us so that we may follow the
example of their faith and good works, according
to our calling. ... [T]he Scriptures do not teach
that we are to call on the saints or to ask the


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

saints for help. Scripture sets before us the one
Christ as the Mediator, Atoning Sacrifice, High
Priest, and Intercessor [1 Timothy 2:5-6]” (AC
XXI11-2, p. 44).

Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together
Your faithful people of all times and places into
one holy communion, the mystical body of Your
Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your
blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living
that, together with them, we may come to the
unspeakable joys You have prepared for those
who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Collect
for All Saints’ Day).

For All the Saints LSB 677
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world
confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their
might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought
fight;
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true
light.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

3 Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold,
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old
And win with them the victor’s crown of gold!

Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again, and arms are
strong.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

6 The golden evening brightens in the west;
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest;

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day:
The saints triumphant rise in bright array;
The King of Glory passes on His way.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s
farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl streams in the
countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Public domain

For the Month of October
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries

Volunteer with Redeemer's

Community Service Committee
Volunteers are needed for Saturday,
November 7 from 9am-12pm at the BELL
Garden. This time, our group will be
working on the fence replacement project
as well as some pruning and weeding, so
there should be plenty of work for all skill
levels!



https://redeemernashville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6eef3becf5d193f0e15a81a4c&id=52b7843c65&e=925f1b226f
https://redeemernashville.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6eef3becf5d193f0e15a81a4c&id=52b7843c65&e=925f1b226f

Altar Guild

Thank you to Don Jones for installing a new
collapsible shelf in the Sacristy. This allows us to
clean and dry all the extra purificators without
going to the kitchen.

Thank you to the families who donated funds to
purchase a new banner storage system, and to
Tom Tiesler for installing it.

These items will help maintain banners that we
have now and that may be purchased in the
future.

Please consider volunteering for Altar Guild.
You can volunteer for brief tasks between our
two services, you can volunteer to wash
communion ware after the second service, and
separately, you can volunteer to help change
paraments.

Please contact Kim M. if you would like to join
us!
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who

sent me, night is coming when no one can work” (John
9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in Ghana especially from those in the
Upper East Region. While some parts of the
USA were suffering from fires, parts of the
Upper East Region of Ghana were suffering from
flooding

Praise the Lord! The Lord has saved the lives of
my family from malaria. For more than five
years, none of us had suffered severely from
malaria until this time. You see how tiny a
mosquito is yet it can kill. This reminds us that
no sin is ever small, every sin is our enemy
which can Kill us (send us to destruction).

Baptism: Thirty four people were baptized at St.
James Lutheran Church in Teraug after they had
gone through the pre-baptism classes. They were
examined to ensure they understand the Small
Catechism- The Six Chief parts of the Christian
teaching (which include, The Ten
Commandment, The Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer and the Sacraments). Among those who
were examined were 7 boys whose parents are
Muslims. I asked Michael the church’s lay leader
to contact these boys' parents to seek their
consent for their baptism. Unfortunately their
parents were not in favor of their children being
baptized. Before the baptism service, | explained
to the seven boys that the church respects their
parents and therefore would postpone their
baptism until another time. | explained that
baptism was important but not extremely
necessary for a person to become a child of God.
Once they believe that Jesus is their Lord and
Savior and that they will continue to live as
children of God, the Church recognizes them as
members. They were not baptized, but they are
members of the Church. We pray that these boys
would be witnesses to their parents and that one
day their parents would allow them to be
baptized. We will continue to speak to their
parents.



Leadership training: We praise the Lord as the
number of men in the weekly leadership class
has increased to 21. This means when the Lord
allows it we can open 21 congregations. All these
leaders travel from different locations to the
training center and also travel at least twice a
week to their churches. There is a need for means
of transport because they suffer a lot on the road
when riding their old bicycles. Speaking in
tongues has been a topic we have discussed
extensively because the young men who have
Pentecostal background consider speaking in
tongues more important than other gifts. In all we
have encouraged our leaders to consider the gift
of teaching and preaching the true Word as more
important than speaking in tongues when there is
no interpreter, and besides when it is confusing
to most of the members.

Radio broadcast program: The Lord is blessing
this program as we continue to teach and preach
the true Word of God on the local FM station. As
we make follow up on those who call during or
after the program, we are keeping a record and
when we are able we shall begin Bible studies in
those areas and eventually start churches. The
Lord is blessing us with more young men who
are being helped to lead congregations.

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) Books
for Ghana: The LHF continues to be a blessing
to us. Their books are being distributed to
churches and institutions. On September 11,
2020, more than 200 copies of the A Simple
Explanation of Christianity (Luther’s Small
Catechism) were distributed in Kumasi.

Fertilizer for Church Leaders: Ghana Harvest
provided the fertilizer for the second application
on crops. The crops (corn and millet) are very
healthy and we pray for good harvest in late
October/November.

Ebenezer Chapel construction: Ebenezer
Lutheran Church in Kpagogo is the only church
among the first 10 congregations that has mud-
walled chapel. The congregation has been
molding some cement blocks and gathered some
sand and stones hoping to begin the construction
of a permanent structure in November (dry
season).

Visit to Nsawora: More than two years ago an
outreach post in Nsawora in southern Ghana
among the Kusasi speaking people was begun.
They were visited from time to time until the
COVID-19 pandemic cut short our visits. Now
the situation has improved and travel is
permitted. The church has sent two lay leaders to
visit the brethren in Nsawora. Pray that their visit
becomes a blessing to the people and the Church.

Concordia Preparatory School: The
government has directed that Junior High 2
should reopen on October 5. We thank and praise
the Lord. The greatest need is textbooks for

the students. Students in public schools are
provided text books free but private schools like
Concordia Preparatory School have to purchase
their books. Another need is the completion of
building two classrooms.

Amputation of Armstrong’s leg and
Ernestina’s hand: Armstrong Kuganaba a
grown up man in St. John in Kpalugu has
suffered from swollen leg for several years. To
save his life the doctors amputated his leg. He is
recuperating. Please pray for his wife Monica
and family. Also young girl Ernestina of St.
James in Teraug fell from a mango tree and
broke her hand a year ago. After lots of treatment
and surgery, it was decided that amputation was
the best. Ernestina is 12 years old in the Junior
High school. We pray that she heals up quickly
S0 as to be able to return to church and continue
her education when schools reopen.

Michael Akparibo Swims to Church: There is
a river between Tengnoog (Michael’s village)
and St. James Lutheran Church in Teraug where
Michael serves as the lay leader. In the rainy
season and especially when it rains, the river is
flooded and for Michael to ride his bicycle for
more than ten miles to reach Teraug, he swims
(short distance). It is very dangerous to swim
across the river especially after heavy rainfall.
Michael getting a motor cycle would be a great
help as he will easily ride ten miles to Tearug
and also about 20 miles to the leadership training
center on Saturdays.

Story: Concordia Preparatory School and other
Lutheran school’s children are making impact on



their parents on their understanding of the Lord’s
Prayer. A parent was very angry with her
neighbor whose goats came to destroy her corn
farm. She abused her neighbor and poured curses
on her. Her ten year old daughter told her angry
mother, saying, “Mom teacher said we should
not be angry and insult people. We should
forgive them when they do something bad
against us.” She said the Lord’s Prayer and ended
at “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us.” The following day, her
mother went and apologized to her neighbor for
using harsh and abusive words on her. She
thanked her daughter’s teacher for teaching her
daughter God’s Word.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. Please, pray for Ghana Harvest for their
support in the weekly radio broadcast program,
chapel buildings, goat project, leadership
training, wells project, etc.

2. Pray for the work of Lutheran Heritage
Foundation (LHF) in providing many countries
and languages good Lutheran books in their
mother tongue. You can learn more about LHF
by going to their website
(Www.LHFmissions.org).

3. Pray for the weekly leadership training class
that meets on Saturdays that as leaders are busy
working on their farms they will sacrifice to
attend the class.

4. Praise the Lord for healing Nicholas Salifu and
his family as well as Madam Faustina Asaana
(wife of Rev. Joseph Asaana).

5. Pray for Armstrong and Ernestina and their
parents for strength from the Lord.

6. Pray for the construction of additional
classrooms for Concordia Preparatory School.
7. Pray that CPS gets support to purchase
textbooks for the students.

8. Pray that the construction of Ebenezer
Lutheran Church permanent structure takes
place.

9. Following the government’s social distancing
protocol, there is need for more plastic chairs
than benches.

10. Praise the Lord for the monetary gift received
and sent to the widow of late Rev. Moses
Abugbilla. This gift will assist her to set up an
income generating project to support her
children.

6
11. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission
and ministry with prayers, encouragement and
monetary gifts. Please continue with your
support.
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Greetings and peace from the Lord Jesus
Christ! Amen.

Like much of the world, it is a worrisome
time here in Prague. Every day tells us of
thousands of new cases of COVID-19
infections. And now, we are again under a
state of emergency, limiting our activities. It
seems, honestly, as the perfect time to be
here in order to speak of the peace of Christ
to a nation that is confronted with life and
death issues. But it is the same there in the
USA! People now, more than ever, need to
hear of the Lordship of Jesus Christ and that
He has conquered death and gives to us
eternal life.

We thank you for all your support - both in
prayer and in donation - to keep us on the
mission field. Please, pray that Czechs
throughout the nation would be drawn to the
faith of Jesus Christ and know the peace of
Christ that you and | have. We are here
praying for you!

We commend you to Christ,
Rev. Dale and Suganne Kaster

Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic




A Note from our seminarian
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Autumn is a beautiful time of the year in
Missouri. The trees are changing color and the
tirst few cool days have urged us to switch the
clothes in the closet and dressers from shorts to
sweaters. Debra and I broke down and bought a
tirepit for our back patio. The smell of the
campfire and the taste of smores and cider
remind me of days gone by when I was a camp
director. Unfortunately, the COVID protocols in
place do not allow us to congregate around a fire
at this time but perhaps soon we will be able to
sit around a fire with friends. Hopefully, you are
all able to gather with friends and share their
warmth.

The semester is almost halfway done. It is hard
to believe. Time zips past me as there are few
breaks from classes, homework, papers, and
tield work. At our fieldwork church we serve in
different capacities based on the church needs.
Sometimes we assist with the service or perform
some other duties. Faith Lutheran in Oakville is
where I have been assigned for fieldwork. We
have been worshipping in person, but all other
programming has been put on hold. Last
Sunday we had one worship service in the
parking lot. God provided great weather. Faith
is a completely contemporary congregation and
has a unique format for education and
programming. If you would like to know more
you can visit the website at https:/faithstl.org/.

Actually, I am blessed to have two fieldwork
congregations. The second one is designed as a
cross cultural experience. Chai v’ Shalom
http://www.chaivshalom.com/Chai vShalom/W

elcome.html is a Lutheran Jewish congregation
located near the Seminary. Rev. Kevin Parviz is a
Jewish convert to the Missouri Synod and runs a
storefront church. We seminarians have been
learning about reaching out to God’s original
chosen people utilizing only the Old Testament
scriptures. They have some extreme challenges

during times when life is normal. These days
they are only allowed to have 11 people in the
building at one time! I learned that Jewish
converts to Christianity will many times be
rejected by their families who hold a funeral for
the convert to demonstrate that they are dead to
their family and community. We continue to
pray that the Spirit open their eyes and hearts as
Jesus did for his disciples on the road to

Emmaus.

Obviously, the best aspect of Fall is that we take
time to give thanks to God from whom all
blessings flow! I don’t have space to list all of the
blessings we have in this life. We would like to
highlight these prayers of thanksgiving. Deb and
I appreciate your support for my work at the
Seminary. We are so blessed! Thank you! We
also thank God that our son, Steven, returned
safely to the States as his deployment for the Air
Force finished up recently. We thank God for
congregations all over the world who, although
they may be struggling at this time, spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We pray that unrestricted
face-to- face fellowship be allowed again soon.

We have several items that we would appreciate
you lifting up on our behalf. Our daughter-in -
law, Tatiana, is in the Army National Guard and
has orders deploying to the Middle East in the
coming month. She will be gone for the better
part of a year. Her husband, William, who is in
the Army, recently finished desert training in
preparation for deployment and will probably
be sent to a foreign land (yet to be determined)
in February.

Blessed Thanksgiving to you all and may He
bless and keep you!

Deon and Debra H.


https://faithstl.org/
http://www.chaivshalom.com/Chai_vShalom/Welcome.html
http://www.chaivshalom.com/Chai_vShalom/Welcome.html
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Lutheran Waomen in Mission

Showing Our Pastors and Church
Workers Love and Respect

We ask you brothers, to respect those who labor among
you and are over you in the Lord and

admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love
because of their work (1 Thessalonians

5:12-13a).

“There goes Pastor, skating in at the last minute
again,” joked a member of the evangelism
committee. I wasn’t there, but I can just imagine
my husband’s neck get red as he tried to remain
calm and respond to the ill-timed, less-than-
appropriate attempt at humor in a loving, pastoral
manner. Little did the parishioner know that my
husband had just stayed up until 3:00 in the
morning the night before, was juggling work
between two church campuses, had just come
from two previous meetings (both of which had
gone long), was trying to handle all the
congregational responsibilities while the other
pastor was gone for a week, and had just
received a disappointing email from our son’s
teacher just a few minutes before the meeting.

Oftentimes, | get the impression that most people
don’t really realize how a pastor (or other church
workers) put their heart and soul into their work.
A common joke is that pastors “only work two
hours on Sunday,” because that’s when they are
in front of the congregation, but let me assure
you that pastors and church workers take sharing
the Gospel very seriously. Saving souls is no
laughing matter. Pastors see themselves as
shepherds of their congregation, and they truly
do not want any sheep to be lost and fall away
from Jesus, the Good Shepherd. And like any
service occupation, church workers have an
emotional investment in those to whom they
minister because they truly care. Such Christ-
centered empathy is powerful, yet also can be
exhausting.

More often than not, our family has been blessed
by parishioners who make us smile, and some
with whom we can truly let our hair down, relax,
and laugh. We are grateful for those who bring
over meals when they know it’s a busy week, or

those who have shared a gift card to express
appreciation, or those who just make our day as
they recognize something we’ve done or when
they say, “You know, you’re really good at what
you do.” These caring individuals seem to realize
what the apostle Paul meant when he said, We
ask you brothers, to respect those who labor
among you and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in
love because of their work (1 Thessalonians
5:12-13a).

Because we live in a broken, sinful world (and
we all are, indeed, sinners) we may say
inconsiderate things to one another and often
don’t realize how these words may hurt. We all
are tempted to look at situations through our own
perspective and not consider others’. Our culture
feeds the selfish attitude that finds it more and
more difficult to hear when we do something
wrong or make a bad choice.

Thankfully for us, Jesus humbled Himself and
came to earth to be one of us. Jesus understands
our feelings. As our sinless substitute, Jesus took
all our sins, shame, and selfishness upon
Himself. Through His sacrifice on the cross, we
are forgiven and set free from those sinful
tendencies that cloud our perspectives.

That is why pastors and church workers continue
to do what they do, day in and day out. They will
continue to work diligently, knowing that their
labor in the Lord is not in vain (1 Corinthians
15:58), because they want all people to know
Jesus, to be saved through faith in Him alone,
and to experience the eternal joy, laughter, and
happiness we will one day all share together in
heaven. That is what truly gets my husband’s
heart racing and makes him passionate. Knowing
others are growing in the knowledge and love of
their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ puts a smile
on his face any time of the day.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank You for humbling
Yourself to become true man and understand our
human frailties. Thank You, most of all, for
humbling Yourself to die on the cross to forgive
our inconsiderate and disrespectful attitudes.
Restore to us all the joy of Your salvation!
Amen.

Showing Our Pastors and Church Workers Love and Respect Published
by Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 2019



Proclaiming
the JPraises of Christ

May God bestow on us His grace,
With blessings rich provide us;

And may the brghtness of His face
To life eternal guide us,

That we His saving health may know,
His gracious will and pleasure,

And also to the nations show
Christ’s riches without measure

And unto God convert them.

Thine over all shall be the praise
And thanks of ev'ry nation;

And all the world with joy shall raise
The voice of exultation.

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord,

Nor suffer sin to flourish;

Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word
Their souls to feed and nourish,
In righteous paths to keep them.

O let the people praise Thy worth,
In all good works increasing;

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth,

Thy Word is rich in blessing.

May God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit bless us!

Let all the world praise Him alone,
Let solemn awe possess us.
Now let our hearts say, “Amen!”

“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”

September
2020

A Step Out in Bohemia

Recently, two deacons, Martin and Dominik,
and I took a daytrp through the northern region
of Bohemia. Our purpose was to look at oppor-
tunities where we can bring the Gospel to the
people, especially places where there had been a
“\| strong Lutheran presence before World War II
h and the subsequent hard times brought on by
 communist oppression. We visited the towns of
Varnsdorf, Teplice, and Most. Without a doubt,

Deacons Dominik and Martin

we found the simation in Varnsdorf the most
promising for two reasons: a building and willing city leaders.

In the town of Varnsdorf, there is an old Lutheran church building that is called
“The Red Church” (Ccrven\r kostel) by the locals. The building used to be a part of a
regular parish, filled with services and Churis- ' ‘ ' ) r } ﬂ’

tian education. However, after the horrors of
World War II, when the ethnic Germans
were “encouraged to leave” by the Czechs,
the building fell into disuse, made worse by |
communism’s campaign against the Gospel.
Currently, however, the building is being
refurbished by the local government and is
being used for community functions. Recent-
Iy, it was used as a concert hall to raise mon-
ey for its refurbishing. It is great to see the
old, beautiful building back in use. But there The sanctuary set up for a concert
1s even more to get excited about!

The city leaders are hoping to restore some of its original function to the building.
And this 1s where our two deacons fit in! Deacon Dominik has expressed interest in
taking on this parsh especially as his function here in Prague seems to be winding
down. For over a year, he has led the Czech-speaking congregation at St. Michael
Lutheran. Now, the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (ECAV) 1s talk-
ing about bringing in another pastor to lead that congregation. Deacon Dominik and
Deacon Martin are expected to take the pastors’ test in Febmary next year; and, pre-
sumably, they will be ordained in May. With two new pastors, and both of them oift-
ed with a mission heart, we are hoping the mission work of the ECAV might get
started again.

That is a lot of hoping! Tests will need to be passed. City officials will need to be
met. Ordinations will have to happen. And people will need to be reached and inwvit-
ed to come to services. But that i1s what the Church does. We take seriously the com-
mission of our Lord to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth so that many might
come to confess Jesus Christ as Lord. And even if only one person comes to believe,
the labor 1s worth 1t. I 7ell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repenis than over ninefy-nine
B righteous persons who need no repentance (Lk. 157 ESV)

@ %% llcase, pray for this work. Pray, especially, that the
M lcaders of the ECAV will look with favor on this
& work. Unfortunately, missions are not an emphasis
here. But we thank the Lord of the Church that He
has put two deacons in our life and in our work
" who get it. They are not “normal people.” They are
The Red Church in Varnsdorf the people of Christ and His Word. Thanks be to
God!
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Witness Always

‘We thank the Lord for all of the
people and ministries that sup-
port us. This month, we espe-

cially give thanks for:

Immanuel Lutheran
Greenfield, TA

St. John’s Lutheran
Tecumseh, NE

St. Peter Lutheran
Deshler, NE

Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubeneéska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jirchaiich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Please, pray for the possibility of
new mission work in Varnsdorf.

Please, pray for our Office of
International Mission in
St. Louis.

Please, pray for our son’s new
daughter as well as the family.

Please, pray for Bishop Marian
Cop as he leads the ECAYV.

There are many opportunities to
serve as short-term or GEO
missionaries. Check

out the current list and down-
load an application at

“Service 0pp0111m1t1€5

Our email address is
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org

A COVID-19 Update

Now that autumn has come, so has an uptick in COVID-19 cases here in the Czech
Republic. The Czech government has declared a new state of emergency in order to
get the rate of infections under control. We thank God, however, that they are—at
least for the moment—not as stringent as they were under the state of emergency we
had in the spring. So, beginning from October 5> we will have to do the following:
limit the number of gatherers for inside activities to 100 (not a problem for us, but a
concern for the Slovak congregation), cease from singing in the Divine Service (as it
spreads the virus more easily), and return to social distancing and use of disinfectants.
It 1s our prayer that these imitations will help us turn the corner on infections and
that we will not have to have stronger imitations.

% Funeral Customs

When we served in Ghana (2014-2018), we
learned that different cultures mourn sometimes
very differently. The same holds true here in the
. Czech Republic. Recently, Pavel Cicel, 2 member
| of the Slovak congregation died. Mr. Cicel was a
wonderful Christian man, always greeting us on
Sunday with his great smile. The mourning cul-
ture here includes the placing of black on the
outmde of the church the use of black paraments at the funeral, 2 bouquet in the pew
where he sat, and the placing of flowers on the casket by all. It was as it used to be in
America a century ago. We give thanks, though, that the things that really matter—
faith in Christ and in the resurrection from the dead—swe still hold
i common.

Exciting News from Home! - A New Granddaughter!
| Our son and daughter-in-law, Joshua and Sarah, welcomed a healthy
baby gurl, Rebecca. She came into the world 7 pounds and 8 ounces
and 20 1/4 inches. She came a little early, so she came at the right
size. We are so glad that they and big sister, Rachel, are a growing
and happy family, faithful in church. We will travel in November to
see them and for Dale to officiate at her baptism. God keep them all
1 His care and send His angels to attend them.

|
b |
]
—

Mushroom Evangelism
Czechs are known to be reticent in their interaction with strangers. &5
That is, until you get a huge mushroom in your hand. Autumn is the &
season for mushroom picking, and Czechs take it very seriously. Dur-
ing this ttme of the year, one can spot cars parked along forested roads,
a sure sign of someone picking mushrooms. Recently, we went with
our deacon, and Dale found a whopper! All of a sudden, the quiet
Czechs came up to us to praise our mushroom, extolling its healthiness
and telling us it was very delicious. It was. We are always searching for
new ways to get people talking about Jesus. Perhaps we should carry a
mushroom around with us.

One reason we can work here is because of the hard work that the Office of Interna-
tional Mission does in St. Louis. This small staff works so hard for us and we rejoice
to know that they have our backs. We thank all of them for their use of God’s gifts in
keeping our missionaries the world-over on the field and speaking Jesus!

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster—Your Missionaries fo the Cgech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift
to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy El16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, LA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic.” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at
www.lems org/kaster.

Mission Central
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November 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 All Saints’ Day

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Door Offering
Confirmation

Daylight Saving Time
Ends 2am

8pm AA

3

4

6:30pm
Pastor’s Zoom
Bible Study

5

6

7

8 Twenty-third
Sunday after
Pentecost

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Confirmation

8pm AA

10

11

6:30pm
Pastor’s Zoom
Bible Study

12

13
6:30pm
LWML

14

15 Twenty-fourth
Sunday after
Pentecost

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Confirmation

16
8pm AA

17

6:30 Council

18

6:30pm
Pastor’s Zoom
Bible Study

19

20

21
8:30 Men’s
Reading Group

22 Last Sunday of
the Church Year
Lutheran Heritage
Foundation

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Confirmation

23
8pm AA

24

10 Ladies
Home
Improvement
Group

25

26

10
Thanksgiving
Day Matins
Service

27

6:30
Church
Work Day -
Decorating
for
Christmas
Season

28

9 Church Work
Day -
Decorating for
Christmas
Season

29 First Sunday in
Advent

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

LWML Mite Collection
Confirmation

30
8pm AA
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