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Jesus: The Son

In this season of Advent, we prepare for the coming of Christ our Savior. While Christ is
coming again in the clouds, the first time he appeared he came in the flesh through birth. He came as a
son. Jesus was the son of Mary and the son “as was supposed” of Joseph (Lk. 3:23). But whose son do
the Gospels also say Jesus was? Jesus was not just the son of a human parent. He was the Son of God
from eternity and the son of Israel’s patriarchs and rulers through whom he had human ancestry.

In our midweek Advent services, we plan to look at the genealogies of Jesus, the Son. If Jesus
was designated as a son of certain individuals, we want to discover why this information is important for
us.

The midweek Advent service schedule is as follows:

Jesus: The Son

Wed., December 2 — Jesus: The Son of David
Text: Matthew 1:1, 6

Wed., December 9 — Jesus: The Son of Abraham
Text: Matthew 1:1-2

Wed., December 16 — Jesus: Son of Adam, the Son of God
Text: Luke 3:23, 38

Services are at 7:00 p.m. This year, after the last midweek service on December 16, Amy and |
will be providing hot cider in to-go cups and goodie bags. You can visit outdoors or just take a cup and
a treat home.

— Pastor Young

O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the
birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we
joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure
confidence behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

- Collect for The Nativity of Our Lord (Christmas Eve)



Albrecht Durer Exhibition at Frist Art
Museum

On display Nov 6, 2020-Feb 7, 2021 | Upper-Level
Galleries

The Age of Reformation and Renaissance

This is something you might find interesting.
Albrecht Durer (1471-1528) was a German
painter and engraver. He was born in Nirnberg
(Nuremberg), studied under Michael
Wohlgemuth, and was court painter under
Maximilian I and Charles V. Several of his
paintings include Reformation figures. Works
include woodcuts illustrating the Book of
Revelation and the Passion; an engraving
portraying St. Jerome in his study; paintings
entitled Adoration of the Christ Child and
Adoration of the Magi.

In the early 1510s, he worked for Emperor
Maximilian of the Holy Roman Empire, and
then, in 1518, at Augsburg, he met Martin
Luther. Direr was immediately impressed by
Luther. What impressed him was not simply the
content of his ideas—the potency of the gospel
that Luther preached and the clear focus on the
Word of God that was so much a part of
Luther—but also Luther’s clarity, how he was
able to express these doctrines so clearly.

After Luther took his famous stand at the Diet of
Worms, his friends captured him for his own
safety and hid him away at Wartburg Castle in
Eisenach. For a time, word circulated that Luther
had been kidnapped and killed. When this word
reached Diirer, he said: “If we have lost this man
who has written more clearly than any other that
has lived for well over a hundred years and to
whom, Thou, and to whom God has given such a
spirit of the
Gospel, we pray to
You, O heavenly
Father, that you
would again give
your Holy Spirit to
another. O God, if
Luther is dead,
who will

Beginning on January 2,
2021, the Frist Art
Museum will be open
Thursdays through
Sundays. Throughout
the holiday season
(until December 31), the
Frist will remain open
seven days a week.

henceforth deliver
the holy Gospel to
us with such
clearness?”

Unknown to
Direr, Luther was
not dead. He was
alive and well and
working on
translating the
New Testament
into German.
When that New
Testament was published, it had woodcuts by
Direr himself. Durer went on to read just about
everything Luther ever wrote and truly admired
this Reformer, and the feeling was mutual. When
Diirer died, Luther said, “It is the duty of pious
men everywhere to mourn for Diirer.”

This exhibition of more than one hundred
engravings, etchings, and woodcuts spans almost
the entirety of Diirer’s prolific career, beginning
with some of the earliest examples he made as a

young master and ending with his treatise on
human proportions, published by his wife,
Agnes, shortly after his death. Works by Diirer’s
predecessors and followers contextualize his
career and show how he revolutionized
Renaissance printmaking, including religious
subjects such as the Passion and the Apocalypse.
His lifetime coincides with the advent of the

Protestant Reformation, and the exhibition
explores how the religious turmoil affected both

the artist and his art.

Diirer was an artist of extraordinary ambition. He
trained initially as a goldsmith and then as a
painter, but quickly recognized and seized upon
the enormous potential of prints—still a new
medium in Europe—to showcase his virtuosity
and spread his fame. Starting in the fifteenth
century, mass-produced pictures on paper were
inexpensive and easy to acquire at markets and
fairs, putting art within reach for more people
than ever before. Diirer inscribed his prints with
his initials—AD, stylized so that the D is nestled
beneath the crossbar of the A—to proclaim his


http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/abbrev.asp?abbrev=ABBR.B
http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/display.asp?t1=w&word=WOHLGEMUTH.MICHEL
http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/display.asp?t1=w&word=WOHLGEMUTH.MICHEL
http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/display.asp?t1=c&word=CHARLESV
http://cyclopedia.lcms.org/abbrev.asp?abbrev=ABBR.ST

authorship and ingenuity. By 1500, while still in
his twenties, he had become the most well-
known artist in Europe. Throughout his career,
Diirer traveled, most notably to Venice and
Antwerp, and brought back the latest artistic
ideas to Nuremberg.

Highlights of the exhibition include woodcuts
from the Apocalypse, the artist’s early
masterpiece, which was celebrated for its
dynamic and harrowing illustrations of the end of
time; Adam and Eve, one of the most famous
depictions of the first man and woman, and all
three of Diirer’s Master Engravings: Knight,
Death, and the Devil; Melencolia I; and St.
Jerome in His Study.

The exhibition is
complemented by
a video of three
Nashville
artists—Lesley
Patterson-Marx,
Ashley Seay, and
Brandon
Williams—
explaining the
most important
printmaking
techniques used by Diirer: engraving, etching,
and woodcut. A seek-and-find activity
encourages visitors of all ages to have fun
looking closely at Diirer’s prints to discover a
menagerie of animals within his scenes.

Cheryl and I are planning to get to this.
Fred G.

Fund Drive for Lutherans For Life

In place of the silent auction this year, the Board
of Stewardship and Assimilation is conducting a
Fund Drive for Lutherans For Life.

From the Lutherans For Life website: In this day
and age of soundbites and cliche phrases we
communicate clearly that death is not an
acceptable, God-pleasing way to deal with the
problems of life, and that that there is a better
way...the Gospel:

Lutherans For Life (LFL) applies the Good News
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to sanctity of life
issues, making Jesus known as the Son of God
and Savior of all who can help and make a
difference in people’s lives.

For more information you can go to
https://lutheransforlife.org/

Anytime during the month of November you
may make a donation by the method you use for
offerings and designate it for Lutherans For Life.

Please prayerfully consider supporting Lutherans
For Life as they “spread the joyful message that
every human life is created and gifted by God,
every human life is someone for whom Jesus
Christ died, and every human life is someone the
Holy Spirit desires to call into an eternal
relationship with Him.”

Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires,
all good counsels, and all just works, give
to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be
set to obey Your commandments and also
that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/



https://lutheransforlife.org/

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Lutheran Service Book 547

(adapted from hymn study by Kim L. Scharff
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

The question is often asked, “Did the faithful in
Old Testament times really understand the
prophecies of the Messiah?”” As we examine
those prophecies many centuries later, it is hard
for us to see how they could have understood.
We find those ancient words difficult to
comprehend. We need to remember, however,
that the language used by the prophets was not as
foreign to them as it seems to us. And of even
more importance, the same Holy Spirit was at
work then as now. We comprehend the
Scriptures only because the Spirit enables us to
hear them and receive them in faith. The very
same was true of the faithful of those earlier
days.

The hymn, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” is
rich in the imagery used by the prophets of old to
speak of the Anointed One to come, the promised
Savior who is Jesus Christ.

Exploring the Hymn
Background

“0O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” grew out of a
series of antiphons sung from Dec. 17 to 23, one
each day, at Vespers, prior to and following the
Magnificat. (LSB identifies the core texts for this
hymn as Is. 7:10-14; 11:1-5, 10-11; and Matt.
1:23. Isaiah 7:14 and Matt. 1:23 are intimately
connected.) These antiphons, which came to be
known as the “O” Antiphons, date back to at
least the ninth century. At a later date, probably
the twelfth century, they were collected into
Latin verse by an unknown author. It was in
1851 that the English divine and poet, John
Mason Neale (1818-1866), translated the Latin
verse, drawn from a 1710 German collection of
psalms and hymns, into the English we now
know as this hymn.

Neale’s short life of 48 years, due to chronic
poor health, was a life of accomplishment. It was
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said that he was one of the great Latin and Greek
scholars of his time. Through this expertise, he
provided translations of numerous Latin and
Greek hymn texts used in the Church even to our
day.

Text

Since the antiphons are the basis for the hymn
verses, we should focus our attention on the
antiphons themselves. Each antiphon is based on
an Old Testament titles for the Messiah.

December 17: “O Wisdom, proceeding from the
mouth of the Most High, pervading and
permeating the whole creation, mightily ordering
all things: Come and teach us the way of
prudence!”

To know wisdom and instruction, to understand
words of insight, to receive instruction in wise
dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; to
give prudence to the simple, knowledge and
discretion to the youth— Let the wise hear and
increase in learning, and the one who
understands obtain guidance, to understand a
proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and
their riddles. The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and instruction. (Proverbs 1:2-7. (See also 1 Cor.
1:18-31.)

December 18: “O Adonai [Lord] and Ruler of
the House of Israel, Who appeared to Moses in
the burning bush and gave him the Law on Sinai,
Come with an outstretched arm and save us!”

In Exodus 3:1-15 the Lord calls Himself “I AM
WHO I AM” (v. 14). In v. 5, God goes on to tell
Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘“The
LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name
forever, and thus | am to be remembered
throughout all generations.” (See also John
10:11; 11:25; 8:12; etc.)

December 19: “O Root of Jesse, standing as an
ensign before the peoples, before whom all kings
are mute, to whom the nations will do homage:
Come quickly to deliver us!”


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

Jeremiah 33:15-16 reads, “In those days and at
that time I will cause a righteous Branch to
spring up for David, and he shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. In those days
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell
securely. And this is the name by which it will be
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.”” [See
also Isaiah 11:1.]

December 20: “O Key of David and scepter of
the house of Israel, You open and no one can
close, You close and no one can open: Come
and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness
and the shadow of death!”

Isaiah 22:22 reads, “And | will place on his
shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall
open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and
none shall open” and Revelation 3:7 reads, “And
to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who
has the key of David, who opens and no one will
shut, who shuts and no one opens.

December 21: “O Dayspring, Splendor of light
everlasting, Come and enlighten those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death.”

Isaiah 60:1-2 reads, “Arise, shine, for your light
has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the
Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will be
seen upon you.” In Luke 1:78-79 Zechariah
prophesied, “...because of the tender mercy of
our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from
on high to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace.” [Also Isaiah 9:2, “The people
who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shined.

December 22: “O King of the nations, the ruler
they long for, the cornerstone uniting all people:
Come and save us all, whom You formed out of
clay!”

“Behold, a king will reign in righteousness, and
princes will rule in justice. Each will be like a
hiding place from the wind, a shelter from the
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storm, like streams of water in a dry place, like
the shade of a great rock in a weary land. Then
the eyes of those who see will not be closed, and
the ears of those who hear will give attention”
(Isaiah 32:1-3). [See also John 18:33-38.]

December 23: “O Emmanuel, our King and our
Lord, the anointed for the nations and their
Savior: Come and save us, O Lord our God!”

“When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not
lead them by way of the land of the Philistines,
although that was near. For God said, “Lest the
people change their minds when they see war
and return to Egypt.” But God led the people
around by the way of the wilderness toward the
Red Sea. And the people of Israel went up out of
the land of Egypt equipped for battle. Moses took
the bones of Joseph with him, for Joseph had
made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying,
“God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up
my bones with you from here.” And they moved
on from Succoth and encamped at Etham, on the
edge of the wilderness. And the Lord went before
them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them
along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to
give them light, that they might travel by day and
by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar
of fire by night did not depart from before the
people” (Exodus 13:17-22). (See also Luke
24:28-35, [Matthew 28:20.])

Making the Connection

The richness of this hymn, in its witness to
Christ, is something that will be more evident
each time you sing it. There is truly much in this
hymn that feeds and sustains your faith in Christ.

In Closing

The Season of Advent, with its themes of waiting
and anticipation, is, perhaps, the one season of
the Church Year that is most closely related to
our daily lives. We are, even now, waiting for the
Lord’s return. Each time we gather for worship,
each time we receive the Holy Sacrament of the
Altar, we are proclaiming Christ until He returns
(1 Cor. 11:26). This wonderful hymn will be a
welcome companion as we live out our days,



anticipating the return of Emmanuel, that He
might be with us, and we with Him, forever.

Prayer

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help
us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and
mercy; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen (Collect for Advent 4).

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;

To us the path of knowledge show,

And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height

In ancient times didst give the Law

In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save,

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high,

And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind

In one the hearts of all mankind:;

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Public domain

For the Month of November
Birthdays

Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves; be ye therefore wise as serpents,
and harmless as doves.” Matt. X. 16.

He bids them have not only gentleness as sheep,
but also the harmlessness of the dove. ...For so
long as we are sheep, we conquer: though ten
thousand wolves prowl around, we overcome and
prevail. But if we become wolves, we are
worsted, for the help of our Shepherd departs
from us: for He feeds not wolves, but sheep: and
He forsakes thee, and retires, for neither dost
thou allow His might to be shown. Because, as
He accounts the whole triumph His own, if thou
being ill used, show forth gentleness; so if thou
follow it up and give blows, thou obscurest His
victory.

- St. John Chrysostom (Golden Mouthed)

https://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf110.iii. XXXII1.html (PHILIP
SCHAFF, D.D., LL.D.)
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December 2020

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
7 Advent 6:30pm
Evening Prayer Pastor’s Zoom
Bible Study
6 Second 7 8 9 10 11 12
Sunday in 8pm AA 7 Advent 6:30pm 6:30pm LWML
Advent Evening Prayer | Pastor’s Zoom
9 & 10:30 Divine Bible Study
Service
Sunday School
(between services)
Door Offering
Confirmation
13 Third Sunday | 14 15 16 17 18 19
in Advent 8pm AA 6:30 Council 7 Advent 6:30pm 8:30 Men’s
9 & 10:30 Divine Evening Prayer Pastor’s Zoom Reading
Service Bible Study Group
Sunday School
(between services)
Voters’ Assembly
(Budget & Council
Slate)
Confirmation
20 Fourth 21 22 23 24 The 25 The 26
Sunday in Nativity of | Nativity of
Advent Our Lord Our Lord
9 & 10:30 Divine (Christmas | (Christmas
Service Eve) D ay)
Sunday School 5 Divine 10 Divine
(between services) Service Service
Confirmation
27 First Sunday | 28 29 30 31

after Christmas
9 & 10:30 Divine
Service

Sunday School
(between services)
LWML Mite
Collection
Confirmation
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