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The New Year

Now greet the swiftly changing year With
joy and penitence sincere. Rejoice! Rejoice! With
thanks embrace Another year of grace (LSB 896:1).

The New Year is here! Many have longed for it. Now how should it be greeted? The hymnwriter
instructs us. We welcome the year with joy (as it is God’s gift) and with penitence (surely for our
failings and thanklessness in 2020 and for the certainty of falling short in 2021). But the joy is
overwhelming not just because the year is “new,” but because it is “another” year of grace. Our God
kept us in his Means of Grace during the many trials of the previous year, and he will shower us with
grace in the months ahead that we remain in the true, saving faith. “Behold, now is the favorable time;
behold, now is the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2).

Remember now the Son of God And
how He shed His infant blood. Rejoice! Rejoice! With
thanks embrace Another year of grace (LSB 896:2).

On the eighth day, Jesus was circumcised. We observe this event on January 1. Already as an infant the
Savior’s blood was shed as he, in flesh, stood in for those under the covenant and the law. His blood
would be shed to death on the cross. Oh, what grace!

This Jesus came to end sin’s war; This
Name of names for us He bore. Rejoice! Rejoice! With
thanks embrace Another year of grace (LSB 896:3).

On the eighth day, Jesus was also “called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in
the womb” (Lk. 2:21). Joseph was told by the angel, “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins” (Lk. 1:21). The name “Jesus” means “Yahweh saves.” This name remains the
only hope for all people. This name must be proclaimed boldly in 2021!

His love abundant far exceeds The
volume of a whole year’s needs. Rejoice! Rejoice! With
thanks embrace Another year of grace (LSB 896:4).

The Apostle Paul says it this way: “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how
will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”” (Rom. 8:32). God’s love is indeed greater than
one year’s need! Yet he will certainly also provide our daily bread.



With Him as Lord to lead our way In
want and in prosperity, What need we fear in
earth or space In this new year of grace! (LSB 896:5).

The hymnwriter calls us to courage. What is there to fear? The Lord is with us leading the way!
Whether in trial or comfort, want or need, he will be with us and will surely support and supply us. “I
know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned
the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. | can do all things through him who

strengthens me” (Phil. 4:12-13).

“All glory be to God on high, And peace
on earth!” the angels cry. Rejoice! Rejoice! With
thanks embrace Another year of grace (LSB 896:6).

Yes! How wonderful for us to sing the Gloria also in 2021! For us remains the peace of God “which
surpasses all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). We have the peace of Jesus, the peace the world cannot give

(In. 14:27).

God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! To all
our pleas incline Your ear; Upon our lives rich
blessing trace In this new year of grace (LSB 896:7).

We call on the Triune God to bless us in 2021. Our God hears and will bless. This will be another year,

a new year, of grace!

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair

Lutheran Service Book 413

(adapted from hymn study by Bernard J. Schey
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

We could use strobe lights, halogen headlamps
and staring at the sun at midday (not a good
ideal) to help us imagine just what Peter, James
and John saw on the mountain of transfiguration.
The point is that Jesus was seen in His heavenly
glory. Also, prophets Moses and Elijah met with
Him to discuss what would soon happen at
Jerusalem. We have the promise by the grace and
mercy of Christ Jesus that we will one day see
God’s glory unendingly.

Exploring the Scriptures

One of the Old Testament readings for this
Transfiguration Sunday in the church year is all
of Deuteronomy 34, wherein we read how Moses
was taken to the summits of Mount Nebo and
Mount Pisgah. From there he saw the Promised

— Pastor

Land to which he’d led the Israelites over the last
40 years. St. Luke the Evangelist gives us a
detailed description in the ninth chapter of his
Gospel of what happened before the eyes of
Peter, James, and John on that incredible day.
[Jesus predicts His own death and the exclusive
claim of God on Christ’s disciples.] Note that
Luke begins the episode (9:28-36) by writing:
“Now about eight days after these sayings.”
Also, in verse 30, Luke tells us that the topic of
discussion between Jesus, Moses, and Elijah was
Jesus’ own “departure.”

Exploring the Hymn
Background

This hymn comes to us in Latin written by an
unknown author in 1495, just before the dawn of
the Reformation. The first examples of it were
found in Salisbury, England. The Englishman
John Mason Neale (1818-1866) gave us a fine
translation of this hymn. His brilliance as a
Greek and Latin scholar served us well, since he
translated over 200 hymns from those two
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languages into our own. Two of his best-known
translations are “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
for Advent, and “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”
for Palm Sunday. Our Lutheran Service Book
contains hymns from many languages, providing
a varied treasury of praise.

The bold tune used for this hymn makes it a bit
difficult to remain seated to sing it properly! One
might be moved to make it a genuine “carol,” a
hymn designed to be sung while walking around.
Hence, there would not only be “Christmas
carols,” but also “Epiphany carols.”

Text

The joyous melody of this hymn and the clearly
told facts of the transfiguration make it
memorable. The very title of the hymn gives us a
word that must be understood in its biblical sense
— “type.” A type is a preview of what was
fulfilled in Christ Jesus. So, Melchizedek (Gen.
14:17-24; Ps. 110:4) was a type of Christ. In the
transfiguration, the radiant glory of Jesus, Moses,
and Elijah was a type (again, preview) of heaven.
In stanza 2, Neale translates for us that “the
incarnate Lord holds converse high.” “Incarnate”
means to have flesh, just as we do, and this flesh
Jesus shares with us. See John 1 on this. In
stanza 3, we have the promise of heavenly glory,
where the writer indicates we shall all not only
witness but also be a part of heavenly glory when
we steadfastly “joy in God with perfect love.”
Stanza 4 is written to give us hope, we who walk
so often in “the valley of the shadow of death”
(Ps. 23:4). Despite life’s tragedies, we sing
hymns like this to spite Satan and the troubles he
sends us. Finally, stanza 5 is our closing prayer
that our Triune God might bring us to the reality
of eternal life.

This grand hymn anticipates the joy of heaven
even as it looks forward to the imminent shame
of the cross. Both are manifestations of the glory
of God. St. Peter referred to this extraordinary
transfiguration event to show that the facts of the
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus were not
myths. See 2 Peter 1:16-18.

In Closing

Jesus gave a preview, a type, of glory before the
face of Peter, James, and John so that we might
realize that He is indeed the Chosen One, the
Messiah, the King of the Jews. He then bore our
sins on the cross with the approval of the Father
and the Holy Spirit in order to fulfill the
prophetic witness of Moses and Elijah

Prayer

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your
beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the
faith by the testimony of Moses and Elijah. In the
voice that came from the bright cloud You
wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace.
Mercifully make us co-heirs with the King in His
glory and bring us to the fullness of our
inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen (Collect for the Transfiguration of Our
Lord).

O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair LSB 413
1 O wondrous type! O vision fair

Of glory that the Church may share,

Which Christ upon the mountain shows,
Where brighter than the sun He glows!

2 With Moses and Elijah nigh
The_incarnate Lord holds converse high;
And from the cloud the Holy One

Bears record to the only Son.

3 With shining face and bright array
Christ deigns to manifest today

What glory shall be theirs above

Who joy in God with perfect love.

4 And faithful hearts are raised on high
By this great vision’s mystery,

For which in joyful strains we raise

The voice of prayer, the hymn of praise.

5 O Father, with the_eternal Son
And Holy Spirit ever one,

We pray Thee, bring us by Thy grace
To see Thy glory face to face.

Public domain



Thanksgiving for Light

We praise and thank You, O God,
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, that You have enlightened us by
revealing the Light that never fades.
Night [is falling / has fallen], and day's
allotted span draws to a close. The
daylight which You created for our
pleasure has fully satisfied us, and yet,
of Your free gift, now the evening lights
do not fail us. We praise You and glorify
You through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord; through Him be glory, honor, and
power to You in the Holy Spirit now and

always and forever and ever.
Thanksgiving for Light [3]
LSB Altar Book p.337

Board of Stewardship and Assimilation! We
cannot even begin to list all the things she has
done, but suffice it to say she has poured
countless hours and love into serving our
congregation. While Janey is no longer officially
a member of the board, she will continue to be
invaluable as a volunteer and mentor.

From the Board of Stewardship and
Assimilation

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
Lutherans For Life fund drive! We collected
$800 to donate to Lutherans For Life to aid in
their worthwhile work.

We would like to remind everyone that your
brothers and sisters in Christ at Redeemer are
here to help in times of need. With social
distancing, it is more difficult than usual to keep
up with everyone so if you or someone you know
of in the congregation is in need of assistance,
please contact Julia Hedrick or Becca Reilly to
let us know. If you are ill or hospitalized and
need meals, if you need help with errands such as
picking up groceries and medicines due to
COVID, if you need someone to call or visit
regularly to lift your spirits, or some other similar
need, please let us know. While we do have
limited resources, we have had more volunteers
than people who have asked for assistance. Julia
and Becca are in the directory so call, text, or
email.

We would like to thank Janey Tiesler for her
many years of service and leadership on the

Contributions for the Tabernacle
Exodus 35:4-9, 21, 29; 36:3-5

*Moses said to all the congregation of the
people of Israel, “This is the thing that

the Lord has commanded. * Take from among
you a contribution to the Lord. Whoever is of a
generous heart, let him bring the Lord's
contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; ® blue and
purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen;
goats' hair, ” tanned rams' skins, and
goatskins;® acacia wood, * oil for the light,
spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant
incense, ?and onyx stones and stones for
setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.

' And they came, everyone whose heart stirred
him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and
brought the Lord's contribution to be used for
the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and
for the holy garments.

» All the men and women, the people of Israel,
whose heart moved them to bring anything for
the work that the Lord had commanded by
Moses to be done brought it as a freewill
offering to the Lord.

’ And they received from Moses all

the contribution that the people of Israel had
brought for doing the work on the sanctuary.
They still kept bringing him freewill offerings
every morning, *so that all the craftsmen who
were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary
came, each from the task that he was

doing, ®and said to Moses, “The people bring
much more than enough for doing the work
that the Lord has commanded us to do.”

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
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Tithing and Evangelism:
By Chris G

At first glance, tithing and evangelism seem like
two very different facets of the Christian life — so
much so that they are handled by different boards
here at Redeemer. That being said, | believe they
have more in common than you might think. For
starters, both acts happen out of the public eye.
So, your fellow congregants don’t really know if
you are engaging in either act. Past that, if you
are not accustomed to tithing or evangelizing, it’s
uncomfortable to start, you can always find
plenty of excuses not to do it, but at the same
time, it sure is great when other people at church
doit. Lastly, just as a pastor or board of
stewardship hammering the congregation with
the law will not increase giving in the long-run,
likewise a pastor or board of outreach
hammering the congregation with the law will
not increase the amount of evangelism that
happens, either.

So why do we tithe? Why do we invite our
friends and neighbors to church? Do we do so
because God commands it? Not exactly. While
only slipping a ten dollar bill in the offering plate
every now and again or never inviting anyone to
church may be a symptom of a larger spiritual
issue, we are ultimately not motivated by the
law. As New Testament Christians, we are
motivated by the Gospel. We tithe in response to
God’s grace towards us and also to support the
local preaching station. Our gifts are used to
ensure that the Gospel is rightly preached in our
community. Likewise, our evangelism efforts
are motivated by the Gospel. After describing
the Christian church on earth as a fleet made up
of small boats (congregations), author Pr.
Andrew Richard writes in his book Be at
Leisure: a Lutheran Approach to Outreach:
“Dear saints, mark this well: We don’t go fishing
out of concern for our life. We go fishing out of
concern for the life of the world. We don’t invite
people to church so that we can survive. We
invite people to church so that they will be saved.
Our life isn’t in our numbers. Our life is in
Christ.”

During the time leading up to Consecration
Sunday, the Board of Stewardship and

5
Assimilation asks you to reflect on the amount of
money you donated to the church that year, and
to prayerfully consider growing one steps
towards a tithe (or surpassing a tithe). Similarly,
as 2020 winds down, the Board of Outreach asks
you to consider the number of people you invited
to church this year. Consider the number of
spiritual conversations you had this year.
Consider the number of people you shared the
Gospel with. Then prayerfully consider growing
one step in 2021. Invite one more person to
church than you did last year. Have one more
spiritual conversation. Share the Gospel with
one more person. If the Board of Outreach can
help support you in those efforts, please let us
know.

Prayers

Beginning in the month of the
February the ongoing list of prayer
needs will printed in the newsletter
each month instead of the bulletin.
Jim will also keep an updated list
that will be available upon request.
Just email the office.

The prayers requested for Sunday will
continue to be printed in the bulletin.
We will keep them listed for two
weeks unless updated or requested
for longer. Prayer request slips
remain available in the narthex for
Sunday needs. You may also email
your requests. Thank you for
interceding on behalf of others.

Elders

With the turnover on the Board of Elders, we
have decided not to have assigned elder
groups for the time being. This means that
you may visit with any or all of the elders, as
well as the pastor, for your care needs. We
thank our God for the faithful elder service
that continues at Redeemer.




Two Perspectives on the saints of God.

My Dear Wormwood,

One of our great allies at present is the Church
itself. Do not misunderstand me. 1 do riot [not]
mean the Church as we see her spread but
through all time and space and rooted in eternity,
terrible as an army with banners. That, | confess,
IS a spectacle which makes our boldest tempters
uneasy. But fortunately it is quite invisible to
these humans. All your patient sees is the half-
finished, sham Gothic erection on the new
building estate. When he goes inside, he sees the
local grocer with rather an oily expression on his
face bustling up to offer him one shiny little book
containing a liturgy which neither of them
understands, and one shabby little book
containing corrupt texts of a number of religious
lyrics, mostly bad, and in very small print. When
he gets to his pew and looks round him he sees
just that selection of his neighbours whom he has
hitherto avoided. You want to lean pretty heavily
on those neighbours. Make his mind flit to and
fro between an expression like "the body of
Christ" and the actual faces in the next pew. It
matters very little, of course, what kind of people
that next pew really contains. You may know one
of them to be a great warrior on the Enemy'’s side.
No matter. Your patient, thanks to Our Father
below, is a fool. Provided that any of those
neighbours sing out of tune, or have boots that
squeak, or double chins, or odd clothes, the
patient will quite easily believe that their religion
must therefore be somehow ridiculous. At his
present stage, you see, he has an idea of
"Christians" in his mind which he supposes to be
spiritual but which, in fact, is largely pictorial.
His mind is full of togas and sandals and armour
and bare legs and the mere fact that the other
people in church wear modern clothes is a real -
though of course an unconscious - difficulty to
him. Never let it come to the surface; never let
him ask what he expected them to look like. Keep
everything hazy in his mind now, and you will
have all eternity wherein to amuse yourself by
producing in him the peculiar kind of clarity
which Hell affords.

Your affectionate uncle

SCREWTAPE

(https://novels80.com/the-screwtape-letters/chapter-2-136517.html

A Great Multitude from Every Nation
(Revelation 7:9-14)

9 After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and before the

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, 1°and crying out with a loud

voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” 1t And all the
angels were standing around the throne and
around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, '? saying, “Amen! Blessing and
glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying,
“Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from
where have they come?” 41 said to him, “Sir, you
know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones
coming out of the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.

For the Month of January
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries
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January 2021

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 1 2
Name &
Circumcision
of Jesus
3 Second Sunday 4 5 6 The 7 8 9
after Christmas 8 AA Epiphany of 6:30pm LWML | 9 Work Day
9 & 10:30 Divine Service Our Lord (undecorate)
Placement of Church 7 Divine
Officers Service
Sunday School (between
services)
Door Offering
10 The Baptism of | 11 12 13 14 15 16
Our Lord 8 AA 6:30pm 8:30 Men’s
9 & 10:30 Divine Service Pastor’s Zoom Reading Group
Sunday School (between Bible Study
services)
Confirmation
17 Second Sunday | 18 19 20 21 22 23
after the Ep|phany 8 AA 6:30 Council | 6:30pm
9 & 10:30 Divine Service Pastor’s Zoom
Sunday School (between Bible Study
services)
Confirmation
24 Third Sunday 25 26 27 28 29 30
after the Epiphany | 844 6:30pm

9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Confirmation

Sanctity of Life Sunday

Pastor’s Zoom
Bible Study

31 Fourth Sunday
after the Epiphany
9 & 10:30 Divine Service
Sunday School (between
services)

Confirmation

Voters’ Assembly

LWML Mite Collection
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