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Three Significant Days in Holy Week —
Between Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday

The days of Holy Week are filled with significant events for Christians to remember and
observe. The promise of salvation was fulfilled for mankind during Holy Week!

In our Church Year significant attention is given to the start of Holy Week and the days that
round out the week. We are certainly familiar with Palm Sunday, Jesus riding into Jerusalem as our
king, but also as the Lamb of sacrifice. He rode in on lamb selection day for the Passover! (See Ex.
12:3-6.) Each year the events of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday are also marked by
special services. Together Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday) make up
the Triduum by which we observe the three days of Christ betrayed, crucified, and in the tomb. We are
used to these days building our anticipation for the great feast of Easter.

However, there are three other days that fill out Holy Week: Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.
These days may not be as familiar, yet they too are significant for the importance of the events and the
sequence of events that occurred on them.

In our Midweek Lenten Services we plan on exploring the three lesser known, but significant,
days of Holy Week.

The following is the Midweek Service schedule:

Ash Wed., Feb. 17 — Significant Sin — Last Day in the Garden
Gen. 2:15-3:24
Three Significant Days in Holy Week

Wed., Feb. 24 — Significant Action — Monday & Tuesday of Holy Week
Mk. 11:12-25

Wed., Mar. 3 — Significant Authority — Tuesday of Holy Week
Mk. 11:27-33

Wed., Mar. 10 — Significant Questions — Tuesday of Holy Week
Mk. 12:28-37

Wed., Mar. 17 — Significant Teaching on Piety — Tuesday of Holy Week
Mk. 12:1-38-44

Wed., Mar. 24 — Significant Deal — Wednesday of Holy Week
Mk. 14:1-2; (3-9); 10-11

All services are at 7:00 p.m.

— Pastor



PRAISE THE LORD!

Yesterday [January 1, 2021] two vicars were
ordained into the Office of the Holy Ministry.

Please pray for them Rev. Mark Awidaan and
Rev. Joseph Asaana. They have also been
installed as pastors of Immanuel and St. John's
respectively. Each of them were also assigned
some preaching stations.

Attached are some pictures.

Nicholas

e Py I L
Rev. Nicholas Salifu and new pastors Rev.
Joseph Assanna and Rev. Mark Awidaan

Collect For the Holy Ministry

O almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ,
gave to His holy apostles many excellent
gifts and commanded them earnestly to feed
His flock. Make all pastors diligent to preach
Your holy Word and the people obedient to
follow it that together they may receive the
crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus

Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Collect For the Holy Ministry [2]
LSB Altar Book p.430

From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee

Lutheran Service Book 607

(adapted from hymn study by Randall P. Wurschmidt
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

Here’s what Lutherans teach about confession in
the Small Catechism: “Confession has two parts.
First, that we confess our sins, and second, that
we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from
the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting,
but firmly believing that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven” (LSB, p. 326). In
a nutshell, this is exactly what we sing in Martin
Luther’s hymn “From Depths of Woe I Cry to
Thee.” Whether you say it together as a
congregation at the beginning of the Divine
Service or individually with your pastor,
Confession and Absolution has been an integral
part of Lutheran piety since the earliest days of
the Reformation.

Exploring the Scriptures

This hymn is based on Psalm 130, one of the
seven penitential psalms (see also Psalm 6, 32,
38, 51, 102 and 143). Read Psalm 130. The
image is one of drowning in sin, being totally
overwhelmed by the “depths.”

e What is the confession in verse 3?
Psalm 130:1-8

1Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD!
20 Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!

3If you, O LoRD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?

e What is the promise in verse 4?
4But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

Along with the cry for mercy, the psalmist also
requests that the Lord hear his prayer. See Ps.
143:1-2 for a similar pattern. God promises to
hear the prayers of the faithful (1 John 5:14), and
He promises to hear our confession and forgive
our sin (1 John 1:9). Read 1 John 1:5-10.


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

e s anyone without sin? According to
verse 7, what cleanses us from all sin?
5| wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;
®my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.
'O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
8And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

Scripture makes it clear that our own efforts do
not save us. Only the blood of Jesus Christ
atones for our sins and redeems us. St. Paul
reminds us of this in passages such as Eph. 2:8—
9. We do not deserve the mercy that God shows
us in the forgiveness of sins, but He graciously
provides it out of love.

God wants us to recognize our sin and our total
dependence on Him for salvation. He wants us to
turn away from those things that bring only death
and return to Him who is life. It is His nature to
forgive. Divine Service, Settings One and Two
include an optional Lenten verse to be sung
before the Gospel: “Return to the Lord, your
God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (pp. 157,
173). Read Joel 2:12-14.

Exploring the Hymn
Background

This was one of the first hymns of Martin Luther
(1483-1546), written in 1523 as an example that
he hoped other poets, theologians and musicians
would follow. He wanted to provide
congregations with something they could sing in
their own language during the service, something
that would help people to learn the main articles
of faith and that would be memorable. Luther felt
it was essential that hymns teach the faith, and
this hymn is one of several associated with the
Six Chief Parts of the Small Catechism. Lutheran
Service Book preserves this identification by
including it in the section marked “Confession

and Absolution.” The hymn became one of
Luther’s own favorites and was even sung at his
funeral in 1546.

Interestingly, Luther — who was a very good
musician —also composed the tune for this
hymn; it features a bit of text painting in the
opening line. When we sing the words “from
depths of woe,” the word “depths” falls in pitch,
musically depicting the singer’s plight as he
recognizes the depths of his own sinfulness.

Text

The first stanza follows the first three verses of
the psalm

rather closely. The singer pleads for mercy from
the depths

of despair caused by the knowledge of sin. If
God remembered

every sin, we would be lost for sure. Who could
stand in His presence? “Therefore my hope is in
the Lord,” we sing in stanza 3, resting in the
faithful Word and not in our own merit.

The hymn progresses the same way that the
psalm progresses:First, a confession of sin and an
appeal to the Lordfor mercy (sts. 1 and 2); then
forgiveness and trust in God’sWord (sts. 3 and
4); finally, an appeal for patience on thepart of
Israel. Although Jesus’ name is never explicitly
used in this hymn, we are never in doubt as to the
identity of the Savior. He is “our shepherd good
and true” (st. 5). He is the one who sets His
people free “from all their sin and sorrow” (st. 5).

Making the Connection

The Divine Service begins with a confession of
sins. The Confession and Absolution in Divine
Service, Setting Four (LSB, p. 203) even includes
words from Psalm 130. Whenever Lutherans
gather together in worship, the forgiveness of
sins is central to that gathering. Whether at
Baptism or in the remembrance of Baptism, we
recall the life-giving water, which is “a lavish
washing away of sin” (LSB, p. 269). And in the
Lord’s Supper, the body and blood are given and
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Luther
writes in the Small Catechism, “For where there



is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and
salvation” (LSB, p. 327).

Even repentance is God’s work. The Holy Spirit
works in us when we hear the Word of God and
through the Means of Grace. By faith, we are
brought to repentance and to confess our sins; by
grace, we are saved through the blood of Christ.

In Closing

Without forgiveness, there is no life and there is
no salvation. What a wretched existence that
would be! But we do not live in fear of eternal
damnation when we believe that Christ overcame
sin and death for us. Therefore, although we are
still by nature sinful and will continue to sin
throughout this life, we rejoice in the forgiveness
won for us on the cross. It is not necessary to
sing this hymn with gloomy and disfigured faces.
Rather, we can sing it with sincere confidence
that God’s abundant favor is still greater than our
greatest sins.

Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, You despise
nothing You have made and forgive the sins of
all who are penitent. Create in us new and
contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive
from You full pardon and forgiveness; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen (Collect for Ash
Wednesday).

From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee LSB 607

1 From depths of woe I cry to Thee,
In trial and tribulation;
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me,
Lord, hear my supplication.
If Thou rememb’rest ev’ry sin,
Who then could heaven ever win
Or stand before Thy presence?

2 Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail
To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand,

But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

3 Therefore my hope is in the Lord
And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word
To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just;
This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

4 And though it tarry through the night
And till the morning waken,
My heart shall never doubt His might
Nor count itself forsaken.
O Israel, trust in God your Lord.
Born of the Spirit and the Word,
Now wait for His appearing.

5 Though great our sins, yet greater still
Is God’s abundant favor;
His hand of mercy never will
Abandon us, nor waver.
Our shepherd good and true is He,
Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.

Public domain

Collect For the Church

Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your
Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down
from above, that Your Word may not be
bound but have free course and be preached
to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy
people, that in steadfast faith we may serve
You and, in the confession of Your name,
abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our

Lord. Amen.

Collect For the Church [2]
LSB Altar Book p.427

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who
sent me, night is coming when no one can work” (John

9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in Ghana especially from those in the
Upper East Region. “Happy birthday, Jesus! We
thank you, our Savior, for the blessings as we
remember your birth into our world of sin and
pain. You entered this world to be our Savior.
Your birth brought God’s peace to earth and
fulfilled God’s promise of forgiveness of sins,
peace and everlasting life.” (Portals of Prayer)

Baptism: There baptism services were held in
St. John, St. Luke and Immanuel congregations.
A total 23 were baptized.

Christmas: There were services in all the
churches on Christmas Eve and on Christmas
day. Even though attendances were a bit low, the
songs, music, dancing and the sermons were
refreshing. Several of the churches after church
service on Friday gathered and shared meals. It
looked like potluck where a variety of meals
were brought. What a good fellowship meal!

Weekly Leadership training: Well attended.

Weekly Radio broadcast program: More
caller-ins are made.

Translation: There is progress in all the
language groups. We intend to focus our
translations on the Book of Concord. Kusaal
would complete the entire Book of Concord
translation in 2021. Six language groups in
Ghana will soon have Luther’s Small Catechism
with Explanation, Worship Book and the A
Child’s Garden of Bible Stories in their mother
tongue, their heart language printed for them by
LHF.

New Mission Work to Start in Southern
Ghana: The harvest is plentiful and we trust the
Lord to bring in laborers. More than 30 Kusaal
speakers in Mataba (southern Ghana) want the
Lutheran Church established for them. Mr.
Francis Apam and Jacob Akudugu visited the
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people and sent back a good report like what
Joshua and Caleb did when Moses asked them to
“spy” Canaan. The mission work in Nsawora
would also be introduced to the Western
Regional pastor.

Harvest and Thanksgiving Services: All the
churches have organized their annual harvest and
thanksgiving services where farm produce
among other gifts were brought to the church.
The food items are kept and used to prepare
meals whenever there is communal work such as
chapel building. Some are also given to the
needy members during the famine period (March

—July).

Ordination and Installation Service: I, being
the only ordained pastor serving the 13 churches
in the Upper East, it is a blessing that on January
10, 2021, two vicars would be ordained and
installed. How blessed are we to have two
additional shepherds for the flock!

Women’s Fellowship Annual Convention: The
women’s 2020 convention takes place from
January 7 — 9, 2021. It has always been a
blessing to hear the wonderful works being done
by the churches in their evangelism, visitations,
support for the needy, Bible studies activities etc.

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): There
are positive signs that schools will re-open in
January 2021. A lot of cleaning (fumigation) and
provision of COVID-19 protocols (veronica
buckets, sanitizers, masks, etc.) must be ready
before the school fully reopens. At least five
teachers (very hard working and faithful ones)
are leaving the school for college.

Burial: One burial was recorded on December
28 of Madam Awini Asumsum of Immanuel
Lutheran Church who died after a protracted
sickness.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. Praise the Lord for Ghana Harvest for
providing funds to pay the teachers of Concordia
Preparatory School for December. The teachers
had not been paid since September 2020 because
schools are closed down by the government.
However, teachers in the public schools receive
their salaries every month.



2. Praise the Lord for the provision of funds to
purchase text books for Concordia Preparatory
School.

3. Praise the Lord for the progress in the
construction of Ebenezer Church chapel.

4. Praise the Lord for the support received from
Ghana Harvest for the weekly radio program,
chapel buildings, bicycles, plastic chairs, goat
project, leadership training, wells project, etc.

5. Praise the Lord for the work of Lutheran
Heritage Foundation (LHF) in providing many
countries and languages good Lutheran books in
their mother tongue.

6. Pray for the plans being made to start another
preaching post in southern Ghana.

7. Pray for the preparations being made for the
women’s convention (January 7-9, 2021).

8. Pray for pastors Joseph Asaana and Mark
Awidaan who would be ordained on January 10,
2021.

CPS DEBATE TEAM

ALL AGES BAPTIZED

DECEMBER 2020 IN UPPER EAST GHANA ecceeee
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9. Pray for the continuation of construction of
additional classrooms for Concordia Preparatory
School.

10. Ghana went to the polls on December 7 to
elect a president and members of parliament.
Even though the voting was quite peaceful and
orderly, the collation was not peaceful. The
electoral commission has announced the winner
(incumbent) but the main opposition party has
rejected it and the issue is likely to go to court.
Please pray for the peace that comes from the
Prince of Peace.

11. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission
and ministry with prayers, encouragement and
monetary gifts.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

NEW BIKES FOR LEADERS

NEW BENCHES FOR EBENEEZER IN KPAGOGO

www.ghancharvest.
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Reflection on the First
Article

Miraculous Monotony

All the towering

materialism which

dominates the modern mind rests ultimately upon
one assumption; a false assumption. It is
supposed that if a thing goes on repeating itself it
is probably dead; a piece of clockwork. People
feel that if the universe was personal it would
vary; if the sun were alive it would dance. This is
a fallacy even in relation to known fact. For the
variation in human affairs is generally brought
into them, not by life, but by death; by the dying
down or breaking off of their strength or desire.
A man varies his movements because of some
slight element of failure or fatigue. He gets into
an omnibus because he is tired of walking; or he
walks because he is tired of sitting still. But if his
life and joy were so gigantic that he never tired
of going to Islington, he might go to Islington as
regularly as the Thames goes to Sheerness. The
very speed and ecstacy of his life would have the
stillness of death. The sun rises every morning. |
do not rise every morning; but the variation is
due not to my activity, but to my inaction. Now,
to put the matter in a popular phrase, it might be
true that the sun rises regularly because he never
gets tired of rising. His routine might be due, not
to a lifelessness, but to a rush of life. The thing |
mean can be seen, for instance, in children, when
they find some game or joke that they specially
enjoy. A child kicks his legs rhythmically
through excess, not absence, of life. Because
children have abounding vitality, because they
are in spirit fierce and free, therefore they want
things repeated and unchanged. They always say,
“Do it again”; and the grown-up person does it
again until he is nearly dead. For grown-up
people are not strong enough to exult in
monotony. But perhaps God is strong enough to
exult in monotony. It is possible that God says
every morning, “Do it again” to the sun; and
every evening, “Do it again” to the moon. It may
not be automatic necessity that makes all daisies
alike; it may be that God makes every daisy

Truly, I say to you, whoever does
not receive the kingdom of God
like a child shall not enter it.”
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separately, but has never got tired
of making them. It may be that
He has the eternal appetite of
infancy; for we have sinned
and grown old, and our Father
is younger than we. The repetition in Nature
may not be a mere recurrence; it may be a
theatrical ENCORE. Heaven may ENCORE the
bird who laid an egg. If the human being
conceives and brings forth a human child instead
of bringing forth a fish, or a bat, or a griffin, the
reason may not be that we are fixed in an animal
fate without life or purpose. (Emphasis added.)

Mark 10:15

G.K. Chesterton
Orthodoxy: Chapter 4 The Ethics of Elfland

https://ccel.org/ccel/chesterton/orthodoxy/orthodoxy.vii.html?hig
hlight=we%20have%20sinned%20and%20grown%?20o0ld&query|
D=7861756&resultlD=123762#highlight

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

| believe that God has made me and all
creatures; that He has given me my body
and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members,
my reason and all my senses, and still takes
care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food
and drink, house and home, wife and
children, land, animals, and all | have. He
richly and daily provides me with all
that | need to support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards
and protects me from all evil. All this He
does only out of fatherly, divine goodness
and mercy, without any merit or worthiness
in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and
praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

(Emphasis added.)



https://ccel.org/ccel/chesterton/orthodoxy/orthodoxy.vii.html?highlight=we%20have%20sinned%20and%20grown%20old&queryID=7861756&resultID=123762#highlight
https://ccel.org/ccel/chesterton/orthodoxy/orthodoxy.vii.html?highlight=we%20have%20sinned%20and%20grown%20old&queryID=7861756&resultID=123762#highlight
https://ccel.org/ccel/chesterton/orthodoxy/orthodoxy.vii.html?highlight=we%20have%20sinned%20and%20grown%20old&queryID=7861756&resultID=123762#highlight

Reflection on And be said, “Tesns,
the _Second remember me when you come
Article into your kingdom.” And
The Confession [Jesus] said to him, “Truby,
Catholic I say to you, today you will
“T have been be with me in Paradise.”
examining myself Luke 23:42-43

and looking back

upon my past life, but I can find nothing in
myself and nothing in all my past services to
recommend me at the bar of Jehovah. Christ is
my all. His blood is my only hope of acceptance.
My pains are great; but, blessed be God, they are
not eternal. I long to be in heaven.”

- Lemuel Haynes, Congregationalist, America's
first ordained African American minister
(recorded by a friend on his deathbed)

Sketches of the Life and Character of the Rev. Lemuel Haynes,

A. M.: - Timothy Mather Cooley 1837
https://books.google.com/books?id=5z28 XAAAAYAA]

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the
living and the dead.

What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten
of the Father from all eternity, and also true
man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord,
who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned
person, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil;
not with gold or silver, but with His holy,
precious blood and with His innocent
suffering and death, that I may be His own
and live under Him in His kingdom and
serve Him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.

This is most certainly true.
(Emphasis added.)

Reflection on the Third Article

Love One Another

The 1990 Brutal Civil War of Liberia and a
Witnessing Opportunity

You are probably quite aware that Satan, the
devil, would not have been happy with all that
was happening in Liberia through the faithful
witness and mission of the LCMS. Indeed, a
brutal civil war broke out, taking the lives of half
a million people and sending thousands to
refugee camps in other neighboring countries.
Having sent my wife and children to neighboring
Guinea, Islamic rebels entered my hometown and
literally captured me at gunpoint with hands up.
Suddenly and unconsciously, | found myself
saying the forbidden, “I am a pastor.” And they
said, “Come here, we did not ask you to speak.” I
was ordered to be taken to their high command.
Upon reaching the high command and
commander, through the grace of God, he said to
me, “Pastor, you stay with us; we will do you no
harm.” After a couple of days in their custody, I
went up to the same

And they devoted commander and asked his
permission to start church
services. Said request was

themselves to the

tles’ teachi
i e e bt o
o /é.p’ that it was at the peril of
be 26’61 fobof my life as well as those
reaa dan 4

would-be worshipers. As
prayers. we began having church
Acts 2:42 .

services, there was a day

when a dreaded rebel
walked right into the church service with a
loaded AK47 automatic rifle in his hands. For
many that were in attendance on that Lord’s Day,
they knew that he had purposely walked in to
wage terror and do harm. It was then that we had
the witness of God the Spirit, “Fear not, for [ am
with you.” All of a sudden, he began to walk out
with a mad-looking face. We knew very clearly
that he had come in with an evil intention, but the
Lord of the Church immediately arrested his
intent. Even in the midst of evil, God is still God
and Lord of all creation.


https://www.google.com/search?tbo=p&tbm=bks&q=inauthor:%22Timothy+Mather+Cooley%22
https://books.google.com/books?id=5z8XAAAAYAAJ

As earlier mentioned, the 1990 civil war of
Liberia took my entire family and me to Guinea.
First, I like to be quick to say war is always very
bad; it is just terrible to see on-site the
destruction, degradation and the dehumanization
that war brings about to every person or people
involved in a war. Someone has rightly defined
war as: “Waste All Resources.” During the 14
years of civil war in Liberia, most kids were
turned into child soldiers, women were sexually
violated and men were turned into monsters as a
result of forced labor. Even those of us who
managed to escape for refuge in neighboring
countries as refugees, we could not escape the
wounds of the war. It kept bleeding and festering
as we recount and imagine what many of us had
seen with our very eyes before escaping. With no
trauma healing programs, the only thing that
consoled and comforted us was the witness of the
Gospel.

I vividly remember this one day in Guinea that |
stood by an elderly man of the Islamic faith, a
Muslim at the church’s food distribution center.
And this is what he said to me: “I am a Muslim,
but since we arrived in
By this all peaple - this country the only
will know that  group that | see coming
you are 71y to our aid is the church.
disciples, if yon ~ And they help
have love for one  everybody without
another. discrimination.” On
John13:35  those food supplies were
written these words, “A
Christian response to
hunger.” That was a witness to the lordship of
Jesus Christ. Various acts and works of mercy
became a powerful witness to a people that found
themselves homeless, with nothing else to hold
upon.

Baptized for Witness!
(Acts 2:38)
By the Rev. Amos Bolay

(Delivered at the 2013 LCMS convention)
https://www.lcms.org/convention/archives

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

| believe that | cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true
faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens and sanctifies the whole
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it
with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.
(Emphasis added.)



https://www.lcms.org/convention/archives
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February 2021

Sunday | Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
The 6:30pm Pastor’s

Purification of | Zoom Bible

Mary and The | study

Presentation

of Our Lord

7 Fifth Sunday 8 9 10 11 12 13
after the Epiphany 8 AA 6:30pm Pastor’s 6:30pm
9 & 10:30 Divine Zoom Bible LWML
Service Study
Sunday School
(between services)
Confirmation
Door Offering
14 The 15 16 17 Ash 18 19 20
Transfiguration of | 8 AA 6:30 Council | Wednesday | 6:30pm
Our Lord 7 Divine Service | Pastor’s Zoom
9 & 10:30 Divine with Imposition | Bible Study
Service of Ashes
Sunday School
(between services)
Confirmation
21 First Sunday in | 22 23 24 25 26 27
Lent 8 AA 7 Lenten 6:30pm
9 & 10:30 Divine Vespers Pastor’s Zoom

Service

Sunday School
(between services)
Confirmation

Bible Study

28 Second Sunday
in Lent

9 & 10:30 Divine
Service

Sunday School
(between services)
Confirmation

LWML Mite Collection




! Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

O rejoice, ye Christians loudly,

For our joy has now begun;
Wondrous things our God has done.
Tell abroad His goodness proudly,
Who our race has honored thus,
That He deigns to dwell with us.
Refrain

Joy, O joy, beyond all gladness,
Christ has done away with sadness!
Hence, all sorrow and repining
For the Sun of Grace is shining!

See, my soul thy Savior chooses
Weakness here and poverty;

In such love He comes to thee.
Neither crib nor cross refuses;
All He suffers for thy good

To redeem thee by His blood.
Refrain

Lord, how shall I thank Thee rightly?
I acknowledge that by Thee

I am saved eternally.

Let me not forget it lightly,

But to Thee at all times cleave

And my heart true peace receive.

Refrain

Jesus, guard and guide Thy members,
Fill them with Thy boundless grace,
Hear their prayers in ev’ry place.

Fan to flame faith’s glowing embers;
Grant all Christians far and near,
Holy peace, a glad new year!

Refrain

“O Rejoice, Ye Christians Loudly”
Lutheran Service Book #897

December
2020

Anna and Caroline Playing Their Recorders on Christmas Eve

It goes without saying, 2020 was a difficult year. COVID-19 has changed how we do
so many things and has brought a sense of disorder to our world. Here in Europe,
there are limitations to church attendance, the joyful Christmas markets were
banned, and even singing in church services has faced restrictions. With all of that,
one might think that Christmas was a downer for us—a time of joy that was ripped
out of our hands.

Nothing could be further from the truth! As God’s faithful children, we are called to
rejoice in all situations. Consider what King David wrote in Psalm 143. The begin-
ning of it is a troubled cry to the Lord, the God of Israel. In your faithfulness answer
me ...Enter not into_judgment with your servant ... [the enemy] has crushed my life to the ground
(vv. 1-2 EST7.) But in just a few verses, David confesses that even then he has hope
in God. Make me know the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul (v. 8 EST".) For
those who know the only true God, there is always hope because He is the God of
salvation.

As we gathered here, we gathered as the people who have received that salvation.
And that salvation laid in the manger-crib. Christ has come to redeem us. And that
truth gives the reason for our joy at Christmas and now in this Epiphany season.
God has come to rescue us! God has come to pay our redemption price!

Therefore, even with all the troubles and concerns in this world and at this time, we
join David in singing to the LORD of our salvation. And that singing can never be
stifled! As St. Paul instructs the Corinthian congregation: I will sing praise with my spirit,
but I will sing with my mind also (1 Cornthians 14:15.) In other words, the heart cannot
help but sing! And so we do, unto the God of our salvation as well as before the
whole world. We sing, and as we sing we share our faith before the world.

This Epiphany season, which the Church entered on 6 January, is centered in the
idea that Christ has come to reveal the love and the works of God which bring to us
salvation. This, dear friends, is the joy of the Church as well as the joy of each indi-
vidual Christian. Nothing can stop it. No matter if there have been kings who sup-
pressed the Gospel, or totalitarian regimes that persecuted the faith, or whether
most of the country goes the way of atheism (all of which happened here), the
Church will always remain; and that Church will always sing the praises of the Triune



A COVID-19 Update
THI . The COVID situation here in the Czech Republic has had its ups and downs—
= L UTHERAN CHURCH probably much like America. Just as they eased our restrictions, our infection rates
Missouri Synod increased. And that brought a new round of restrictions. Not only were Christmas
markets closed, but so were restaurants and bars closed. All non-essential stores were
closed. Facemasks are required in shops that are opened and on public transportation

Witness Always

as well. The Czech Republic’s authorities are meeting every few weeks to reassess the
situation and to strengthen or relax restrictions. Currently, we have one missionary

We thank the Lord for all of the and one member of our church recovering. May God continue to keep all of us in His
people and ministries that support

care.
us. This month, we especially
give thanks for: Outreach in Varnsdorf
Back in September, Dale traveled with two deacons of the local church to the city of
Immanuel Lutheran Varnsdorf. There is a beautiful old church building there, which was built by Luther-
Bossier City, LA ans, that is being refurbished by the city so that it might provide room for public

functions. And among those functions, they are seeking the return of Divine Services.
St. John’s Lutheran We have reached out to the city leaders, and they have invited us to meet with them
Seward, NE on 21 January. We are very excited that God’s gifts might be returned to this building

and, even more, to God’s family in Christ.
St. Paul’s Lutheran

Columbia, IL A Christmas a Lot Like Home

Living in a culture that is not your own takes some
getting used to it. And Christmas, as you can im-
Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecski 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

¥l agine, is one of those things. The Czechs have
their traditions: Baby Jesus brings the presents, the
Christmas Eve dinner is fried carp and potato
salad, and the big celebration is done at home on
what Americans call Christmas Eve but what they
call Christmas. Yet, we were able to celebrate in
The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharich 14/152

110 00 Praha1

Czech Republic

the way in which we are accustomed. There are
Christmas trees here—but they show up much
later than November! — and we decorated it with
Czech ornaments (many of which are made with
straw). We gathered with Deacon Martin to have

our favorite Christmas dinner of sauerbraten. It
was, by Christ’s blessing, a wonderful time of celebration and songs of the heart that
praise God for what He has done in sending His own Son!
Please, pray for us to grow in
reaching out to Czechs. Czech Lessons
Czech is, without exaggeration, one of the world’s hardest languages to learn. Part of
Please pray for the Varnsdorf that is the myriads of forms for each word depending how you are using it in a sen-
mission work. tence. Take the simple name of Prague. If one were to say, “Prague is a beautiful
town,” then you use the nominative, Praha. But if one were to say, “I love Prague,”
Pray for the hearts of Czechs to be that would then take the accusative form, Prahu. And if one were to say, “I am going
opened to the Gospel of Christ. to Prague,” that would tale the locative, Prahy. Then there are the uses of Prague that
are adjectives, like “I love Prague ham,” that would require the form, Prazska. Yes, it
Please, pray for Bishop Marian is a language that is hard to figure out and to wrap your tongue around. So, without a
Cop as he leads the ECAV. doubt, as long as we live here, we will be taking Czech lessons just to try to keep up

with the people among whom we live.

We pray God to bless you richly this new year. May He take this pandemic from us in
His time, while we all see its opportunities to share our confidence in Christ.
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster—Your Missionaries to the Cgech Republic

There are many oportunities to
serve as short-term or GEO
missionaries. Check

out the current list and down-
load an application at

MLMM Click on To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters. you may send a tax-deductible gift
“Service Opportunities.” to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central
- i > = P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16
Our email addresses are 3
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton. IA 51034
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Suzaune.Kaster@lcmsintl.org Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www.lems org/kaster.
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