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March 2021 

 

Three Significant Days in Holy Week – Between 

Palm Sunday and Holy Thursday (continued) 
  

Midweek services continue: 

  

Ash Wed., Feb. 17 – Significant Sin – Last Day in the Garden  

Gen. 2:15-3:24  
 

Three Significant Days in Holy Week 
 

Wed., Feb. 24 – Significant Action – Monday & Tuesday of Holy Week  

Mk. 11:12-25 
 

Wed., Mar. 3 – Significant Authority – Tuesday of Holy Week  

Mk. 11:27-33 
 

Wed., Mar. 10 – Significant Questions – Tuesday of Holy Week  

Mk. 12:28-37 
 

Wed., Mar. 17 – Significant Teaching on Piety – Tuesday of Holy Week  

Mk. 12:1-38-44 
 

Wed., Mar. 24 – Significant Deal – Wednesday of Holy Week 

Mk. 14:1-2; (3-9); 10-11 

 

 All services are at 7:00 p.m.   

 

             – Pastor    

 

Ash Wednesday Address 

Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of 

prayerful and penitential reflection.  Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, 

and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it 

life and hope. 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of 

His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts 

and keep the feast in sincerity and truth.  
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My Song Is Love Unknown  

Lutheran Service Book 430 
(adapted from hymn study by David R. Schmitt 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 

 

Introduction 

Jim stands with his son at Gettysburg. They have 

toured the battlefields by car with a Licensed 

Battlefield Guide. They have visited the Civil 

War museums, looked at the blackand-white 

photographs, listened to Lincoln’s Gettysburg 

Address, and remembered those three days in 

July 1863. Now they are about to leave, and Jim 

tells his son, once again, the story. It’s what they 

have heard from others and what he has gleaned 

from history, but this time it’s personal. It is his 

story, as a father tells his son why this place has 

meaning for him, not only as a student of history, 

but as a citizen of this country and as a father 

raising a son to treasure the freedoms for which 

others have fought and died.  
 

There are places in this world that evoke stories 

— stories that one generation passes on to 

another. By telling these stories, we not only 

remember the past, but we encourage one 

another to live in the present with a deeper sense 

of the value of life and community.  
 

Exploring the Scriptures 

Just as places in our lives have significance and 

stories, so, too, do places in Scripture. One such 

place throughout Israel’s history was the temple 

in Jerusalem which Solomon dedicated in 1 

Kings 8:12–26. Although God is beyond our 

understanding (v. 12), He promises to dwell in 

the temple for His covenant people. Isaiah 

continues this story by prophesying of a time 

when God will dwell among His people through 

a chosen servant in a mysterious way (Is. 

52:13—53:5).  
 

After the death, resurrection and ascension of 

Jesus, Peter and John went to pray at the temple 

in Jerusalem. There, Peter healed a lame man 

who was begging outside the temple. After the 

man’s healing, Peter preached to the crowd. In 

this sermon, Peter told the story of God. It was 

the story of Jesus, the suffering servant, who was 

God (the “Author of life”) and had come in the 

midst of His people to save them from their sins 

(Acts 3:11–26). The history of Jesus that Peter 

preached was not just for others but for himself 

as well (cf. John 13:36–38; John 20:19–23; and 

John 21:15–19).  
 

Exploring the Hymn 

Background  

Samuel Crossman (1624–83), an Anglican priest, 

composed this poem in the latter part of the 17th 

century. It was not originally intended to be a 

hymn. Instead, Crossman’s poem first appeared 

as one of a collection of nine that he attached to a 

conduct book he had written for young men. 

Here he told religious stories and offered 

encouragement for godly living that children 

might grow in the faith. As a piece of devotional 

verse, Crossman’s poem has much in common 

with the religious lyrics of earlier 17th-century 

poets such as John Donne and, more importantly, 

George Herbert. The religious lyric sought not 

only to communicate a religious subject but also 

to foster personal meditation upon it. 
 

Text 

The first line of the hymn offers the major theme 

for devotional contemplation: God’s love for us 

in the Passion of Jesus Christ (“My Savior’s love 

to me”) is a love that lies beyond our 

understanding (“is love unknown”). Each stanza 

of the hymn takes a different moment in the 

Passion of Christ and ponders how that moment 

reveals a divine love beyond human 

understanding.  
 

Making the Connection 

In the closing stanza of the hymn, the poet 

desires to stand outside the tomb of Jesus and to 

devote his days to telling the story of God’s love 

in the Passion of Christ (“Here might I stay and 

sing, / No story so divine!”). As God’s people 

gather in worship, we, too, join in that activity. 

While we retell this story in worship, we also 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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share it with others out in the world. Like the 

father with his son at Gettysburg, we share the 

meaning of this event in all aspects of our lives. 

Whether out in the world or gathered in worship, 

God’s people have been given a story to sing. 

Today, we sing again that story of God’s love for 

sinners in Jesus Christ.  
 

Prayer 

Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is 

proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace 

to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm 

those who have come to saving faith. May Your 

Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the 

heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, 

as You have promised, Your Word may achieve 

the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen (For blessing on the 

Word, LSB, inside front cover).  
 

My Song Is Love Unknown  LSB 430 

1 My song is love unknown, 

    My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

    That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I 

    That for my sake 

    My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die? 
 

2 He came from His blest throne 

    Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none 

    The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, 

    My friend indeed, 

    Who at my need 

His life did spend! 
 

3 Sometimes they strew His way 

    And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

    Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

    Is all their breath, 

    And for His death 

They thirst and cry. 
 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? 

    What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

    He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! 

    Yet they at these 

    Themselves displease 

And ’gainst Him rise. 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
 

Public domain 
 

 
 

 

Gradual for Lent 
 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | 

throne of God. 
Hebrews 12:2 
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 

 

 
 

 

  

 

For the Month of March 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 
 

For the Sick  
 

O Lord, You are the great Physician of 

soul and body; You chasten and You 

heal. Show mercy to Your servant(s) 

[name(s)]. Spare [his/her/their] life 

(lives) and restore [his/her/their] 

strength. Even as You gave Your Son to 

bear our infirmities and sicknesses, deal 

compassionately with Your servant(s) 

and bless [him/her/them] with Your 

healing power. We commit 

[him/her/them] to Your gracious mercy 

and protection; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
Collect For the Sick [2]  

LSB Altar Book p.459 
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JANUARY 2021 MONTHLY 
KUSAAL LUTHERAN MISSION 
NEWS AND PRAYER NEEDS  
December 2021 No. 124  

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who 

sent me, night is coming when no one can work” (John 

9:4).  
 

Greetings: We bring you greetings from Ghana 

trusting the Lord for His daily countless 

blessings. 
 

Ordination of two Pastors: By the grace of God 

on January 10, 2021 Rev. Joseph Asaana and 

Rev. Mark Awidaan were ordained into the 

Office of the Holy Ministry, serving in the Upper 

East Region with me (Nicholas Salifu). Yes, the 

Lord has provided more laborers into the harvest 

field.  
 

Women’s Convention: The 2020 Women’s 

convention was held from January 7 -9 at 

Concordia Preparatory School. CPS has become 

a great blessing to the Church in the Upper East.  
 

Baptism: Nine people were baptized in St. 

John’s, Immanuel and Bethel congregations.  
 

Leadership training: The weekly Saturday 

leaders’ class continues to equip lay leaders to 

serve in the various congregations. Apart from 

discussing the sermon outlines, from October to 

January we study Exploring Luther’s Small 

Catechism. The leaders will complete the review 

on Saturday and take a final examination on 

February 13.  
 

Radio broadcast program: There are three 

local FM stations in the area. Since listeners have 

particular stations they often listen to we hope to 

make the broadcast in all these three stations to 

reach many more people with the true Word of 

God.  
 

Translation: Having been blessed to have 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation assisting us the 

translation and editing/reviewing of Lutheran 

materials in six Ghanaian languages, we hope to 

translate the entire Book of Concord in the 

various languages. All the various languages 

would be translating the Augsburg Confession. 

Kusaal is almost done with the translation of the 

entire Book of Concord.  
 

Evangelism/Outreach Program: Zuuku and 

Wiidi were the two areas that benefitted from our 

house-to-house evangelism. Wiidi is 

predominantly a Muslim community but by the 

grace of God more than 25 households 

containing more than 200 inhabitants heard the 

Word of God.  
 

Mission work in Nsawora and Mpataba: To 

enable us serve effectively, these two mission 

posts in southern Ghana have been transferred to 

the pastor in St. John’s Takoradi. Since the target 

groups are Kusaal speakers, we keep them 

connected through telephone calls and occasional 

visits. By the grace of God, we hope to begin the 

14th congregation in a new area at Basyonde in 

the Tempane District of the Upper East.  
 

Ebenezer Chapel construction: The walls are 

completed. We are praying to have the roofing of 

the chapel.  
 

Concordia Preparatory School CPS): The 

Ghana government authorized all schools to be 

reopened on January 18, 2021. By the grace of 

God we have acquired all the COVID-19 safety 

items (veronica buckets, sanitizers, soap, 

mouth/nose masks which every student is to 

have, water bottles, running water, etc. Our 

challenge is the use of face masks.  
 

The Lord has blessed the school. The enrollment 

has exceeded 1000 students and some parents are 

still bringing their wards to the school.  

The two serious challenges the school faces are 

enough water for all the students and enough text 

books for all of them. Again, even though the 

public schools get free text books and free 

education, parents still prefer sending their 

children to CPS.  
 

All the students in the school are blessed to learn 

the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, 

the Lord’s Prayer, Luther’s Small Catechism. All 

the students are taught to believe that we are 

saved by grace through faith in Jesus’ death and 

resurrection for us, not by good works (which 

many churches teach).  
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Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. Praise the Lord for the ordination of two 

pastors to serve in the Upper East Region.  

2. Praise the Lord for the construction of 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel which has 

reached the roofing stage.  

3. Praise the Lord for the reopening of schools 

and the huge admission of students into 

Concordia Preparatory School.  

4. Praise the Lord for the provision of some text 

books to CPS. The school urgently needs many 

more text books for the over 1000 students.  

5. Pray for the work of Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation (LHF) in providing many countries 

and languages good Lutheran books in their 

mother tongue.  

6. Please, pray and support Ghana Harvest for 

the weekly radio program, chapel buildings, goat 

project, leadership training, wells project, etc.  

7. Pray for the weekly leadership training class 

that meets on Saturdays being prepared for 

leadership role in the church.  

8. Pray for the people of Basyonde who have 

asked for the Lutheran Church.  

9. Pray for listeners of the weekly radio program.  

10. Pray for the construction of additional 

classrooms for Concordia Preparatory School.  

11. Pray that we get textbooks for the students in 

Concordia Prep. School.  

12. Pray that the Lord blesses us with funds to 

roof Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel.  

13. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission 

and ministry with prayers, encouragement and 

monetary gifts. Please continue with your 

support.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down 

his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 

brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his 

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)  

 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 

 

 

LCMS Life Ministry Conference 

March 19-20 

LCMS Life Ministry will host its first-ever virtual 

life conference March 19–20, under the theme 

“Making Disciples: Valuing Life.” Registration is 

open now. 
 

“This conference is for everyone,” explains Life 

Ministry Director Deaconess Tiffany Manor. “The 

pandemic constraints have given us an opportunity 

to share presentations by many experts with 

students of all ages, missionaries, church workers 

and congregation members who couldn’t make it to 

previous in-person events.” 
 

And that includes you! 
 

Conference sessions will help you explore a 

distinctly Lutheran understanding of the sanctity of 

human life, specifically as it pertains to: 
 

• Speaking for life in the public square; 

• Caring for life in your community; and 

• Teaching about human life. 
 

Hear from theologians and human care advocates, 

including LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. 

Harrison, Focus on the Family Vice President of 

External and Government Relations Timothy 

Goeglein, and Deaconess Manor. 
 

Explore a variety of life topics for participants of 

all ages, with your family, congregation or on your 

own. A Spanish track — with sessions offered in 

the language — will be available as well. 
 

“More than ever we need to be focused on the truth 

of our triune God’s value of all human life no 

matter a person’s stage of development or 

abilities,” Manor notes. 
 

Join in: 
 

• Access the conference by livestreaming, 

watching on-demand videos and engaging 

with speakers through question-and-answer 

opportunities. 

• Register individually, or as groups of 10 for 

a group registration discount. (Consider 

gathering a group at a local congregation to 

stream the conference together.) 

• To register for the conference or learn more 

information, visit lcms-life.org.   

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms-life.org%26srcid%3D135819%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8%26trid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8&data=04%7C01%7CJennifer.Duffy%40lcms.org%7C990cf49d01f84e38d4cb08d8bee523a0%7C44235acde77a4dd3a42f625be236b4a0%7C0%7C0%7C637469238667439982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0okXGXnquQWEIiv3uZJJjLy%2F%2F5lIVLlKnUz%2BMG52wCY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms-life.org%26srcid%3D135819%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8%26trid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8&data=04%7C01%7CJennifer.Duffy%40lcms.org%7C990cf49d01f84e38d4cb08d8bee523a0%7C44235acde77a4dd3a42f625be236b4a0%7C0%7C0%7C637469238667439982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=0okXGXnquQWEIiv3uZJJjLy%2F%2F5lIVLlKnUz%2BMG52wCY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lcms.org%2Fpage.redir%3Ftarget%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.lcms-life.org%252f%26srcid%3D135819%26srctid%3D1%26erid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8%26trid%3D3ebeceb1-92f0-440c-b7c9-f631b5c0dec8&data=04%7C01%7CJennifer.Duffy%40lcms.org%7C990cf49d01f84e38d4cb08d8bee523a0%7C44235acde77a4dd3a42f625be236b4a0%7C0%7C0%7C637469238667439982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=y8Chu6w9eDwptFaDR0bQTT6of8%2FVcIemtsoow7KTQws%3D&reserved=0
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Suffering is not a Sin 

Rev Bryan Wolfmueller 
 

Suffering is not a sin. The devil would try to 

tempt us otherwise. Remember how it was with 

Job. His three friends (then four), all poor 

theologians, tried to connect the dots between 

Job's suffering and his sin. The same temptation 

comes to us when we think that a Christian must 

always be happy and cheerful, or when we 

imagine that there is some sort of shame in 

suffering and trouble.  
 

There is a type of “Billboard Christianity” where 

everyone is smiling and successful, healthy and 

happy. This plastic faith understands Jesus as 

spiritual “Botox”, and then if you are sad or 

depressed it is because your faith is not strong 

enough. In fact, we hear this type of thing from 

the television preachers. “God wants you,” they 

say, “to be healthy, wealthy and wise.” And if 

you are not, you must be under God's curse or the 

control of the devil and so forth and so on. As if 

we are Christian robots with these two facial 

expressions: happy and ecstatic. I know that this 

false teaching hasn't made its way among us, but 

perhaps there is even in our midst a shame in our 

suffering, a thought (even if we haven't thought 

about it in these words) that our suffering is a sin. 
 

This is simply not the case. If suffering was a sin, 

then Jesus would have committed sin. Who, after 

all, suffered more than our Lord Jesus in His 

cross? On the cross He tasted God's wrath, knew 

the depths of the affliction of hell. Jesus suffered. 

He did not sin.  
 

Far from being a sin, suffering is a mark of being 

Christian. The holy cross is a mark of the church. 

In this life we are traveling through a vale of 

tears, the valley of the shadow of death, but the 

Lord is with us in our suffering. He knows what 

it's like. And He comes to us with His comforting 

promises that He will never leave or forsake us 

[Hebrews 13:5], that He will be with us always, 

even to the end of the age [Matthew 28:20]. He 

promises that while our suffering will be for a 

while, His comfort and life and salvation will last 

forever.  
 

For I consider that the sufferings of this present 

time are not worth comparing with the glory that 

is to be revealed to us. [Romans 8:18] 

 

https://www.extremetheology.com/2008/05/suffering-is-no.html  

 

 

How do you know that the Lord’s 

Supper forgives sins? A syllogism for 

faith.  

If the New Testament is the forgiveness of sins, 

and the Lord’s Supper is the New Testament, 

then in the Lord’s Supper God is giving the 

forgiveness of sins. 
 

Jesus says the Lord’s Supper is the New 

Testament (Covenant). (Mt. 26:28) 
 

Jeremiah 31 says the New Testament (Covenant) 

is that God is going to forgive sins and remember 

iniquities no more. (Jer. 31:31-34) 
 

Therefore, the Lord’s Supper forgives sins. 
 

Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb, January 25, 2021, Issues, 

Etc. program at approximately minute twenty-

four. 
 

This cup that is poured out for you is the 

new covenant in my blood.  Luke 22:20 

 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you 
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their 
Community Rewards Program online 
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly 
check. Redeemer has elected to place 

these dollars in the Sanctuary 
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just 

received a check for $67.75. Simple, 
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s 

office for details on how to participate. 

https://www.extremetheology.com/2008/05/suffering-is-no.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mt.+26%3A28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jer.+31%3A31-34&version=ESV
https://issuesetc.org/2021/01/25/0254-through-the-old-testament-in-the-church-year-the-covenant-or-the-testament-dr-ken-schurb-1-25-21/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=0254-through-the-old-testament-in-the-church-year-the-covenant-or-the-testament-dr-ken-schurb-1-25-21
https://issuesetc.org/2021/01/25/0254-through-the-old-testament-in-the-church-year-the-covenant-or-the-testament-dr-ken-schurb-1-25-21/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=0254-through-the-old-testament-in-the-church-year-the-covenant-or-the-testament-dr-ken-schurb-1-25-21
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March 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  

 

2  3  
7 Lenten 

Vespers  
 

4 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

5 6 

7 Third Sunday in 

Lent 
9 & 10:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School 

(between services) 

Confirmation 

Door Offering 
 

8 
8 AA 

9 10 
7 Lenten 

Vespers  
 

11 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

12  
6:30pm 
LWML 

13 

 

14 Fourth 

Sunday in Lent 
9 & 10:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School 

(between services) 

Confirmation 

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins (Spring 

Forward) 
 

15 
8 AA 

16 
6:30 Council 

17 
7 Lenten 

Vespers  
 

18 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 Fifth Sunday 

in Lent 
9 & 10:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School 

(between services) 

Confirmation 
 

22 
8 AA 

23 

 

24 
7 Lenten 

Vespers  
 

25 
6:30pm 

Pastor’s Zoom 

Bible Study  

 

26 27 
9 Church 

Work Day / 
Making Palm 

Crosses 

28 Palm Sunday / 

Sunday of the 

Passion 
9 & 10:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School 

(between services) 

Confirmation 

LWML Mite 

Collection 
 

29 
8 AA 

30 

 

31 
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 
Nashville, TN 37221 
(615) 646-3150 
www.redeemernashville.org 
info@redeemernashville.org 

 

http://www.redeemernashville.org/
mailto:rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

