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He is Risen! 
 

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. . . . But in fact Christ has 

been raised from the dead, the firsfruits of those who have fallen asleep” 

 (1 Cor. 15:17, 20). 
 

The Son of God, true God from eternity, took on a body of flesh in his incarnation that he could 

redeem us body and soul through his death and resurrection.  A redemption of the soul only is not 

possible.  It doesn’t work that way.  Christ came to deliver us from captivity to sin, our root problem.  

Sin is the origin of spiritual and physical death.  The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 

6:23).  Therefore, if sin is not paid for, death is not defeated.  If death still has hold on Christ, then all sin 

is not paid for.  There is an unbreakable link between sin and death.  Christ had to rise bodily in order 

for there to be hope for sinners.  One theologian has said, “Christ dead without resurrection would be a 

condemned, not a justified, Christ.  How could He justify others?” (Lockwood quoting Godet, 1 

Corinthians, p. 564).   

 In other words, if Christ is not raised, then there is 

no hope at all.  There is no forgiveness now, no use for our 

faith, and those who have died in faith are lost.  But with 

the bodily resurrection of the Savior, and with the 

eyewitness testimony or his bodily resurrection, we have 

the certainty that the wages of sin have been paid.  Death 

has lost its hold on the sin bearer, our sin bearer.  The 

Father has accepted the price of Christ’s blood as our 

ransom. 

 Furthermore, Christ is the firstfruits.  The harvest 

follows.  The resurrection of all believers unto eternal life 

shall follow.  Having been incorporated into Christ in 

Baptism, we are in him.  We are his body.  Because he 

lives, we also shall live in body and soul.  Again, our Lord 

does not redeem half way.  Jesus laid down his life in the 

body so that he could take it up again and break the very 

hold of death on every bone of every believer.  Jesus did 

the work.  It is all gift to us.   

May we not forget the gift of redemption in body as well as soul!  May we not forget our 

confession in the Small Catechism:  “On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 

life to me and all believers in Christ.”  It is certain.  It has to be.  The price has been paid. 
 

                                                                                                                                     – Pastor    
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  
Lutheran Service Book 438 
(adapted from hymn study by Marion Lars Hendrickson 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 
 

Introduction 

Martin Luther declared that Isaiah 53 “is 

the foremost passage on the suffering and 

resurrection of Christ, and there is hardly 

another like it” (AE 17:215). The cross of 

Jesus is the complete exposure of human 

sin, our sin, in Christ’s own flesh. As 

often as we may successfully hide our sin 

from others and from ourselves, there is 

no hiding at the cross. We are exposed.  
 

Yet when we see the cross of Jesus for 

what it truly is, we no longer shy away 

from the truth about our sin. There is no 

longer any gain to hiding it. “With his 

wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5). No 

longer must we hide in fear from the 

accusations of God’s Law. These 

accusations no longer bring God’s 

wrathful judgment upon us. Instead, at the 

cross, God’s wrath and just judgment are 

fully met in Jesus Christ for us.  
 

Background 

Reading any biography of Paul Gerhardt 

(1607–76) quickly reveals that this 

Lutheran pastor and hymn writer was a 

“suffering servant” of the Lord. His father 

died while he was a boy. During his time 

of studies at the University of Wittenberg, 

the Thirty Years’ War raged around him. 

He suffered at the hands of the governing 

authorities in his work in the Holy 

Ministry because of his faithfulness to the 

Lutheran Confessions. His wife and all 

but one of his children died before him. 
 

Still, even at age 70, this “theologian 

sifted in Satan’s sieve,” as a portrait 

epitaph reads, could write about the joy 

that was his in serving his Lord.  
 

Text 

Stanza 1 captures the silence and the 

innocence with which Jesus goes to His 

sacrificial death. The Gospels also record 

Jesus’ silence in the face of His accusers 

and tormenters. Stanza 1 also alludes to 

the Passover, to the sacrificial lamb 

without blemish. Read Ex. 12:5. As the 

Lamb of God (John 1:29), Jesus embodies 

all the sacrifices of ancient Israel. Stanzas 

2 and 3 focus on the relation between the 

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing   
Lutheran Service Book 633 
(adapted from hymn study by Richard J. Serina Jr. 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 
 

Introduction 

Do you remember the day of your Baptism? If you were 

baptized as an infant, then probably not. However, in the 

first few centuries of the Church, as it expanded through 

continuous missionary efforts, most new believers were 

adult converts. Whether Jew or Gentile, God-fearing 

believers or unbelieving pagans, they knew of a life 

before Jesus Christ. That also means they could see the 

stark contrast with life after Holy Baptism, a life awake 

to the mercy of God granted in those saving waters 

through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  
 

This sense of new life in Christ is the theme of the 

ancient hymn “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing.” It 

shows the intricate connection between the death and 

resurrection of Jesus on the one hand and our 

celebrations of Holy Baptism, the Sacrament of the 

Altar and the Season of Easter on the other.  
 

The biblical background of today’s hymn is the Exodus 

of Israel from Egypt. There are two parts to the Exodus: 

the Passover, which precedes the Exodus, and the 

Exodus, when the people of Israel escaped Pharaoh’s 

army through the Red Sea. The Passover is recorded in 

Ex. 12:1–32. Eventually, the army of Pharaoh caught up 

to the Israelites in Exodus 14, as they crossed the Red 

Sea. God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt through the 

Passover and the Exodus prefigures the way He rescued 

us from sin, death and the devil through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. He gives us this victory in 

the waters of Holy Baptism and in the bread and wine of 

the Sacrament of the Altar.  
 

Background  

This ancient hymn was originally written to reflect the 

passage from death to life that all Christians receive at 

the font. How this occurred in the earliest days of the 

Church is slightly different from how we practice it 

now. Since the first converts to Christianity were adults, 

the Church provided an extensive period of instruction 

before receiving these catechumens into the shepherd’s 

flock through the waters of Holy Baptism. These 

Baptisms were reserved for one day of the year: Easter.  
 

In the darkness before Easter dawn, the new converts 

would be led to the font, holding candles, where they 

would receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. After 

they emerged from those saving waters, they were 

clothed with a fresh white garment, representing their 

newfound purity through the righteousness of Christ. 

After Baptism, the new converts would enter into the 

assembly of believers as they celebrated together the 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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divine Father and Son. Yet, the hymn text 

language also reaches out to include 

others. With the final stanza, the hymn 

text gives voice to the believer’s joy in 

sharing all the benefits of Christ’s 

sacrificial death on the cross and His 

glorious resurrection. Martin Luther wrote 

about a “joyous exchange” for the 

Christian because of what Jesus Christ 

has done. As in a marriage, the property 

of the one becomes the property of the 

other, and the property of both together. 

In this, there is great joy.  
 

Making the Connection 

Indeed, what Jesus did for us on the cross 

is beyond comprehension. His 

resurrection surpasses the ability of our 

finite minds to grasp it. What is more, it 

all happened so long ago, so how can we 

know for sure?  
 

St. Paul wrote, “We were buried therefore 

with him by baptism into death, in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might walk in newness of life” (Rom. 

6:4).  
 

St. Paul also wrote, “The cup of blessing 

that we bless, is it not a participation in 

the blood of Christ? The bread that we 

break, is it not a participation in the body 

of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16). 
 

“Your blood my royal robe shall be … 

Your righteousness shall be my crown; / 

With these I need not hide me” (st. 4).The 

events of Holy Week reveal that there is 

no need for us to hide, for we are no 

longer naked in our sin. We are clothed in 

the finest possible apparel to celebrate the 

feast of Easter, both now and forever.  
 

Prayer 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent 

Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take 

upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death 

upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we 

may follow the example of His great 

humility and patience, and be made 

partakers of His resurrection; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen (Collect 

for Sunday of the Passion).  
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion in commemoration of 

the Lord’s resurrection.  
 

Text 

The first four stanzas of the hymn alternate between the 

subject of Holy Baptism and the subject of Holy 

Communion. Stanza 1 deals with the Church being 

“washed … in the tide” that flows from the side of Jesus 

Christ, while stanza 3 sings of Christ’s “paschal blood” 

being poured out upon us as we pass “Through the wave 

that drowns the foe” like Israel. Stanzas 2 and 4 then 

refer to the Sacrament of the Altar. We sing of Christ as 

the “victim” of the Passover and the “priest” who offers 

not the blood of a lamb as a sacrifice, but His own blood 

in the wine of Communion. Likewise, He gives us not 

the flesh of a lamb, but His own body at the feast of the 

Sacrament. Then, we sing of Christ’s body as the 

“manna from above” given to us here at the Communion 

feast. In the next three stanzas, we return to the paschal 

feast celebrated each Easter, when the earliest adult 

converts would receive Holy Baptism and come to the 

table for the first time. The Holy Triduum (the three 

days of Christ’s death, rest in the tomb and resurrection) 

represents the victory of Jesus over death and the grave, 

and so we celebrate that victory when we gather on 

Easter to receive His crucified and risen body and blood 

in the Sacrament.  
 

Making the Connection 

Whenever we celebrate Holy Communion, we 

commemorate the paschal feast of Easter. In this 

Sacrament, both the death and resurrection of Jesus 

Christ are symbolized. The bread and wine of the 

Sacrament do indeed give us a visual picture of the 

Lord’s death upon Golgotha. But He is not still dead in a 

tomb — He has risen again and is alive. When we bless 

those elements of bread and wine according to our 

Lord’s Words of Institution, we do not simply have a 

picture of Christ’s death. This Lord actually comes to us 

in His crucified and risen flesh, feeding us with that 

body and blood that hung upon the cross, was buried in 

a tomb, and rose again victoriously on the third day. By 

feeding upon His crucified and risen flesh, we receive 

the forgiveness purchased through His precious blood 

shed upon the cross and are granted a share in the 

eternal life He has promised us through His own 

resurrection.  
 

Many among us cannot remember a day when we were 

not baptized. But that does not make the victory of 

Christ’s death and resurrection any less victorious or the 

forgiveness of Holy Baptism any less forgiving. 

Whenever we come to the table, Jesus impresses upon 

our hearts and minds His victory over death and the 

grave and strengthens our faith in the forgiveness He has 

granted us at the font. Beneath bread and wine, the 
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A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  

 LSB 438 

1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining 

forth, 

     The guilt of sinners bearing  

And, laden with the sins of earth, 

     None else the burden sharing; 

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, 

To slaughter led without complaint, 

     That spotless life to offer, 

He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies, 

The mockery, and yet replies,  

     “All this I gladly suffer.” 
 

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s 

great friend, 

     The Lamb of God, our Savior, 

Whom God the Father chose to send 

     To gain for us His favor. 

“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said,  

“And free My children from their dread  

     Of guilt and condemnation.  

The wrath and stripes are hard to bear, 

But by Your passion they will share 

     The fruit of Your salvation.” 
 

3 “Yes, Father, yes, most willingly  

     I’ll bear what You command Me. 

My will conforms to Your decree, 

     I’ll do what You have asked Me.”  

O wondrous Love, what have You done!  

The Father offers up His Son, 

     Desiring our salvation.  

O Love, how strong You are to save!  

You lay the One into the grave  

     Who built the earth’s foundation. 
 

4 Lord, when Your glory I shall see  

     And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure,  

Your blood my royal robe shall be, 

     My joy beyond all measure! 

When I appear before Your throne,  

Your righteousness shall be my crown; 

     With these I need not hide me. 

And there, in garments richly wrought, 

As Your own bride shall we be brought  

     To stand in joy beside You. 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012643. 

crucified and risen Lord proclaims to us His death and 

promises us a share in His resurrection. We celebrate 

Easter, and with it our Baptism, each time we come to 

the table.  
 

Prayer 

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of 

one will. Grant that we may love what You have 

commanded and desire what You promise, that among 

the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed 

where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Collect 

for the Fifth Sunday of Easter). 
 

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  LSB 633 

1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 

Who has washed us in the tide 

Flowing from His piercèd side. Alleluia! 
 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 

Gives His sacred blood for wine, 

Gives His body for the feast— 

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia! 
 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, 

Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel’s hosts triumphant go 

Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia! 
 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

Paschal victim, paschal bread; 

With sincerity and love 

Eat we manna from above. Alleluia! 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 
 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia! 
 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia! 
 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia! 
 

Public domain 
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The Donkey 
by G. K. CHESTERTON 

 

When fishes flew and forests walked 

   And figs grew upon thorn, 

Some moment when the moon was blood 

   Then surely I was born. 
 

With monstrous head and sickening cry 

   And ears like errant wings, 

The devil’s walking parody 

   On all four-footed things. 
 

The tattered outlaw of the earth, 

   Of ancient crooked will; 

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 

   I keep my secret still. 
 

Fools! For I also had my hour; 

   One far fierce hour and sweet: 

There was a shout about my ears, 

   And palms before my feet. 
 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47918/the-donkey  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balaam's Donkey and the Angel  

Numbers 22:27-31  
27 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, 

she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger 

was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his 

staff. 28 Then the LORD opened the mouth of the 

donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I 

done to you, that you have struck me these three 

times?” 29 And Balaam said to the donkey, 

“Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I 

had a sword in my hand, for then I would kill 

you.” 30 And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I 

not your donkey, on which you have ridden all 

your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat 

you this way?” And he said, “No.” 
 

31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and 

he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the 

way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he 

bowed down and fell on his face.  

 

The Coming King of Zion  

Zechariah 9:9  

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout 

aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your 

king is coming to you; righteous and having 

salvation is he, humble and mounted on 

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 

 

Collect for Palm Sunday 

Procession 
 

Most merciful God, as the people of 

Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 

gathered to greet Your dearly beloved 

Son when He came into His Holy City, 

grant that we may ever hail Him as our 

King and, when He comes again, may go 

forth to meet Him with trusting and 

steadfast hearts and follow Him in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen.  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

For the Sick  
 

Heavenly Father, ruler of all things, 

Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, 

healed all manner of infirmities and 

cured all manner of diseases. Mercifully 

help Your servant [name] in body and 

soul and, if it be Your will, free 

[him/her] from [his/her] sickness that, 

restored to health, [he/she] may with a 

thankful heart bless Your holy name; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Collect For the Sick [4]  

LSB Altar Book p.459 

The Ongoing Prayer Needs are listed on the following page.  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/g-k-chesterton
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47918/the-donkey
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 

 

 

  

 

For the Month of March 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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February 2021 MONTHLY 
KUSAAL LUTHERAN MISSION 
NEWS AND PRAYER NEEDS  
February 2021 No. 125  

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who 

sent me, night is coming when no one can work” (John 

9:4).  
 

Greetings: We bring you greetings from Ghana 

trusting the Lord for His daily countless blessings.  
 

Ash Wednesday (Imposition of Ashes service): Ash 

Wednesday services were held in six congregations. 

Nearly 2000 people attended the services.  
 

Baptism: By the grace of God, Rev. Mark Awidaan 

baptized four people at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

on February 7.  
 

Leadership training: The class completed the study 

of Luther’s Small Catechism (Exploring LSC). Study 

of the Augsburg Confession will begin alongside the 

normal sermon outlining etc.  
 

Radio broadcast program: This is a blessing as 

more than 10,000 people are reached with the true 

Word of God every week. We are sharing the 

message of Christ’s suffering and death for mankind.  
 

Translation: Work is going on well in the six 

language groups. Interestingly, we hope to have the 

Augsburg Confession translated and printed in the 

Ghanaian languages. We rejoice in the Lord for the 

wonderful support received from Lutheran Heritage 

Foundation (LHF).  
 

Evangelism/Outreach Program: We suspended 

formal evangelism to enable us participate in the 

Lenten activities.  
 

National Delegates’ Conference: Nearly 100 

delegates from all the Lutheran congregations would 

gather at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Kpalugu. 

Various reports and discussions shall be made. Above 

all there would be election of the president and three 

trustees.  
 

Mission work in Basyonde: The Lord is using Mr. 

Jacob Akum, a teacher posted to Basyonde. Twelve 

people gather every week (Wednesdays, Fridays and 

Sundays) for Bible studies, Catechism class and 

worship respectively.  
 

Ebenezer Chapel construction: We are praying to 

have the roofing of the chapel made. 
 

Concordia Preparatory School CPS): Enrollment is 

1053. It is overwhelming! We rejoice in the Lord for 

the provision of a borehole for the school. There is no 

doubt all the students are receiving Christian 

education. Two weeks ago the District Chief 

Executive (a Muslim) enrolled his four children in 

CPS. Our greatest needs are more text books for the 

children, and qualified teachers to teach the Upper 

classes (Junior High students). Other needs are 

enough bowls to serve all the students with lunch.  
 

Wedding: It was a special day for me to join Monica 

(my daughter) to Gavinus as man and wife. My 

family is missing Monica who has lived with us for 

more than 25 years. The Lord bless their marriage.  
 

Burial: Mr. Francis Akiriga of St. Matthew died after 

two years’ sickness.  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. Praise the Lord for completion of the structure of 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel. We pray for funds 

to roof it.  

2. Praise the Lord for the provision of some text 

books to CPS. The school urgently needs many more 

text books for the over 1000 students.  

3. Please, pray and support Ghana Harvest for the 

weekly radio program, chapel buildings, goat project, 

leadership training, wells project, etc.  

4. Pray for the weekly leadership training class that 

meets on Saturdays being prepared for leadership role 

in the church.  

5. Pray for the work done by Mr. Jacob Akum in 

Basyonde by meeting the members three times a 

week to study and worship the Lord.  

6. Pray for listeners of the weekly radio program.  

7. Pray for the construction of additional classrooms 

for Concordia Preparatory School.  

8. Pray that the Lord blesses us with funds to roof 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel.  

9. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission and 

ministry with prayers, encouragement and monetary 

gifts. Please continue with your support.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down 

his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 

brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his 

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)  

 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 
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April 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

  1 Holy 

Thursday 
7 Divine 
Service – The 

Triduum 

 

2 Good 

Friday 
7 Chief 

Service – 

The 

Triduum 

 

3 Holy 

Saturday 
7:30 Vigil of 
Easter – The 

Triduum 

 

4 The 

Resurrection of 

Our Lord / Easter 
9 & 10:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School 

(between services) 

Door Offering 

 

5 
8 AA 

6 

 

7 

 

8  

 

9  
6:30pm 

LWML  

10  

11 Second 

Sunday of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 

 

12 
8 AA 

13 
6:30 Council 

14 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 
 

18 Third Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 

 

19 
8 AA 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 

LWML Mite Collection 

Voters’ Assembly 

 

26 
8 AA 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30  
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