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He iIs Risen!

“If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. . . . But in fact Christ has
been raised from the dead, the firsfruits of those who have fallen asleep”
(1 Cor. 15:17, 20).

The Son of God, true God from eternity, took on a body of flesh in his incarnation that he could
redeem us body and soul through his death and resurrection. A redemption of the soul only is not
possible. It doesn’t work that way. Christ came to deliver us from captivity to sin, our root problem.
Sin is the origin of spiritual and physical death. The Bible says, “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom.
6:23). Therefore, if sin is not paid for, death is not defeated. If death still has hold on Christ, then all sin
is not paid for. There is an unbreakable link between sin and death. Christ had to rise bodily in order
for there to be hope for sinners. One theologian has said, “Christ dead without resurrection would be a
condemned, not a justified, Christ. How could He justify others?” (Lockwood quoting Godet, 1
Corinthians, p. 564).

In other words, if Christ is not raised, then there is
no hope at all. There is no forgiveness now, no use for our
faith, and those who have died in faith are lost. But with
the bodily resurrection of the Savior, and with the
eyewitness testimony or his bodily resurrection, we have
the certainty that the wages of sin have been paid. Death
has lost its hold on the sin bearer, our sin bearer. The
Father has accepted the price of Christ’s blood as our
ransom.

Furthermore, Christ is the firstfruits. The harvest
follows. The resurrection of all believers unto eternal life
shall follow. Having been incorporated into Christ in
Baptism, we are in him. We are his body. Because he
lives, we also shall live in body and soul. Again, our Lord
does not redeem half way. Jesus laid down his life in the
body so that he could take it up again and break the very
hold of death on every bone of every believer. Jesus did
the work. It is all gift to us.

May we not forget the gift of redemption in body as well as soul! May we not forget our
confession in the Small Catechism: “On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ.” It is certain. It has to be. The price has been paid.

— Pastor



A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

Lutheran Service Book 438
(adapted from hymn study by Marion Lars Hendrickson
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing

Lutheran Service Book 633
(adapted from hymn study by Richard J. Serina Jr.
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

Martin Luther declared that Isaiah 53 “is
the foremost passage on the suffering and
resurrection of Christ, and there is hardly
another like it” (AE 17:215). The cross of
Jesus is the complete exposure of human
sin, our sin, in Christ’s own flesh. As
often as we may successfully hide our sin
from others and from ourselves, there is
no hiding at the cross. We are exposed.

Yet when we see the cross of Jesus for
what it truly is, we no longer shy away
from the truth about our sin. There is no
longer any gain to hiding it. “With his
wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5). No
longer must we hide in fear from the
accusations of God’s Law. These
accusations no longer bring God’s
wrathful judgment upon us. Instead, at the
cross, God’s wrath and just judgment are
fully met in Jesus Christ for us.

Background

Reading any biography of Paul Gerhardt
(1607-76) quickly reveals that this
Lutheran pastor and hymn writer was a
“suffering servant” of the Lord. His father
died while he was a boy. During his time
of studies at the University of Wittenberg,
the Thirty Years’ War raged around him.
He suffered at the hands of the governing
authorities in his work in the Holy
Ministry because of his faithfulness to the
Lutheran Confessions. His wife and all
but one of his children died before him.

Still, even at age 70, this “theologian
sifted in Satan’s sieve,” as a portrait
epitaph reads, could write about the joy
that was his in serving his Lord.

Text

Stanza 1 captures the silence and the
innocence with which Jesus goes to His
sacrificial death. The Gospels also record
Jesus’ silence in the face of His accusers
and tormenters. Stanza 1 also alludes to
the Passover, to the sacrificial lamb
without blemish. Read Ex. 12:5. As the
Lamb of God (John 1:29), Jesus embodies
all the sacrifices of ancient Israel. Stanzas
2 and 3 focus on the relation between the

Introduction

Do you remember the day of your Baptism? If you were
baptized as an infant, then probably not. However, in the
first few centuries of the Church, as it expanded through
continuous missionary efforts, most new believers were
adult converts. Whether Jew or Gentile, God-fearing
believers or unbelieving pagans, they knew of a life
before Jesus Christ. That also means they could see the
stark contrast with life after Holy Baptism, a life awake
to the mercy of God granted in those saving waters
through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

This sense of new life in Christ is the theme of the
ancient hymn “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing.” It
shows the intricate connection between the death and
resurrection of Jesus on the one hand and our
celebrations of Holy Baptism, the Sacrament of the
Altar and the Season of Easter on the other.

The biblical background of today’s hymn is the Exodus
of Israel from Egypt. There are two parts to the Exodus:
the Passover, which precedes the Exodus, and the
Exodus, when the people of Israel escaped Pharaoh’s
army through the Red Sea. The Passover is recorded in
Ex. 12:1-32. Eventually, the army of Pharaoh caught up
to the Israelites in Exodus 14, as they crossed the Red
Sea. God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt through the
Passover and the Exodus prefigures the way He rescued
us from sin, death and the devil through the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He gives us this victory in
the waters of Holy Baptism and in the bread and wine of
the Sacrament of the Altar.

Background

This ancient hymn was originally written to reflect the
passage from death to life that all Christians receive at
the font. How this occurred in the earliest days of the
Church is slightly different from how we practice it
now. Since the first converts to Christianity were adults,
the Church provided an extensive period of instruction
before receiving these catechumens into the shepherd’s
flock through the waters of Holy Baptism. These
Baptisms were reserved for one day of the year: Easter.

In the darkness before Easter dawn, the new converts
would be led to the font, holding candles, where they
would receive the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. After
they emerged from those saving waters, they were
clothed with a fresh white garment, representing their
newfound purity through the righteousness of Christ.
After Baptism, the new converts would enter into the
assembly of believers as they celebrated together the
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divine Father and Son. Yet, the hymn text
language also reaches out to include
others. With the final stanza, the hymn
text gives voice to the believer’s joy in
sharing all the benefits of Christ’s
sacrificial death on the cross and His
glorious resurrection. Martin Luther wrote
about a “joyous exchange” for the
Christian because of what Jesus Christ
has done. As in a marriage, the property
of the one becomes the property of the
other, and the property of both together.
In this, there is great joy.

Making the Connection

Indeed, what Jesus did for us on the cross
is beyond comprehension. His
resurrection surpasses the ability of our
finite minds to grasp it. What is more, it
all happened so long ago, so how can we
know for sure?

St. Paul wrote, “We were buried therefore
with him by baptism into death, in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too
might walk in newness of life” (Rom.
6:4).

St. Paul also wrote, “The cup of blessing
that we bless, is it not a participation in
the blood of Christ? The bread that we
break, is it not a participation in the body
of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16).

“Your blood my royal robe shall be ...
Your righteousness shall be my crown; /
With these I need not hide me” (st. 4).The
events of Holy Week reveal that there is
no need for us to hide, for we are no
longer naked in our sin. We are clothed in
the finest possible apparel to celebrate the
feast of Easter, both now and forever.

Prayer

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent
Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take
upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death
upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we
may follow the example of His great
humility and patience, and be made
partakers of His resurrection; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen (Collect
for Sunday of the Passion).

Sacrament of Holy Communion in commemoration of
the Lord’s resurrection.

Text

The first four stanzas of the hymn alternate between the
subject of Holy Baptism and the subject of Holy
Communion. Stanza 1 deals with the Church being
“washed ... in the tide” that flows from the side of Jesus
Christ, while stanza 3 sings of Christ’s “paschal blood”
being poured out upon us as we pass “Through the wave
that drowns the foe” like Israel. Stanzas 2 and 4 then
refer to the Sacrament of the Altar. We sing of Christ as
the “victim” of the Passover and the “priest” who offers
not the blood of a lamb as a sacrifice, but His own blood
in the wine of Communion. Likewise, He gives us not
the flesh of a lamb, but His own body at the feast of the
Sacrament. Then, we sing of Christ’s body as the
“manna from above” given to us here at the Communion
feast. In the next three stanzas, we return to the paschal
feast celebrated each Easter, when the earliest adult
converts would receive Holy Baptism and come to the
table for the first time. The Holy Triduum (the three
days of Christ’s death, rest in the tomb and resurrection)
represents the victory of Jesus over death and the grave,
and so we celebrate that victory when we gather on
Easter to receive His crucified and risen body and blood
in the Sacrament.

Making the Connection

Whenever we celebrate Holy Communion, we
commemorate the paschal feast of Easter. In this
Sacrament, both the death and resurrection of Jesus
Christ are symbolized. The bread and wine of the
Sacrament do indeed give us a visual picture of the
Lord’s death upon Golgotha. But He is not still dead in a
tomb — He has risen again and is alive. When we bless
those elements of bread and wine according to our
Lord’s Words of Institution, we do not simply have a
picture of Christ’s death. This Lord actually comes to us
in His crucified and risen flesh, feeding us with that
body and blood that hung upon the cross, was buried in
a tomb, and rose again victoriously on the third day. By
feeding upon His crucified and risen flesh, we receive
the forgiveness purchased through His precious blood
shed upon the cross and are granted a share in the
eternal life He has promised us through His own
resurrection.

Many among us cannot remember a day when we were
not baptized. But that does not make the victory of
Christ’s death and resurrection any less victorious or the
forgiveness of Holy Baptism any less forgiving.
Whenever we come to the table, Jesus impresses upon
our hearts and minds His victory over death and the
grave and strengthens our faith in the forgiveness He has
granted us at the font. Beneath bread and wine, the




A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
LSB 438
1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining
forth,
The guilt of sinners bearing
And, laden with the sins of earth,
None else the burden sharing;
Goes patient on, grows weak and faint,
To slaughter led without complaint,
That spotless life to offer,
He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies,
The mockery, and yet replies,
“All this I gladly suffer.”

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s
great friend,
The Lamb of God, our Savior,
Whom God the Father chose to send
To gain for us His favor.
“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said,
“And free My children from their dread
Of guilt and condemnation.
The wrath and stripes are hard to bear,
But by Your passion they will share
The fruit of Your salvation.”

3 “Yes, Father, yes, most willingly
I’ll bear what You command Me.
My will conforms to Your decree,
I’ll do what You have asked Me.”
O wondrous Love, what have You done!
The Father offers up His Son,
Desiring our salvation.
O Love, how strong You are to save!
You lay the One into the grave
Who built the earth’s foundation.

4 Lord, when Your glory I shall see
And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure,

Your blood my royal robe shall be,
My joy beyond all measure!

When | appear before Your throne,

Your righteousness shall be my crown;
With these | need not hide me.

And there, in garments richly wrought,

As Your own bride shall we be brought
To stand in joy beside You.

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by
permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012643.

crucified and risen Lord proclaims to us His death and
promises us a share in His resurrection. We celebrate
Easter, and with it our Baptism, each time we come to
the table.

Prayer

O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of
one will. Grant that we may love what You have
commanded and desire what You promise, that among
the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed
where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen (Collect
for the Fifth Sunday of Easter).

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing LSB 633
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing
Praise to our victorious King,

Who has washed us in the tide

Flowing from His piercéd side. Alleluia!

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine
Gives His sacred blood for wine,

Gives His body for the feast—

Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluial

3 Where the paschal blood is poured,
Death’s dread angel sheathes the sword;
Israel’s hosts triumphant go

Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia!

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed,
Paschal victim, paschal bread;

With sincerity and love

Eat we manna from above. Alleluia!

5 Mighty Victim from the sky,

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;

You have conquered in the fight,

You have brought us life and light. Alleluia!

6 Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;

You have opened paradise,

And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia!

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia!

8 Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,

Spirit, guide through all our days:

Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia!

Public domain




The Donkey
by G. K. CHESTERTON

When fishes flew and forests walked
And figs grew upon thorn,

Some moment when the moon was blood
Then surely 1 was born.

With monstrous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,

The devil’s walking parody
On all four-footed things.

The tattered outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;

Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb,
| keep my secret still.

Fools! For I also had my hour;
One far fierce hour and sweet:
There was a shout about my ears,

And palms before my feet.

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47918/the-donkey

Collect for Palm Sunday
Procession

Most merciful God, as the people of
Jerusalem, with palms in their hands,
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved
Son when He came into His Holy City,
grant that we may ever hail Him as our
King and, when He comes again, may go
forth to meet Him with trusting and
steadfast hearts and follow Him in the
way that leads to eternal life; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

Balaam's Donkey and the Angel
Numbers 22:27-31

27\When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD,
she lay down under Balaam. And Balaam's anger
was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his
staff. 28 Then the LoRD opened the mouth of the
donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I
done to you, that you have struck me these three
times?” 2° And Balaam said to the donkey,
“Because you have made a fool of me. I wish I
had a sword in my hand, for then | would kill
you.” 3 And the donkey said to Balaam, “Am I
not your donkey, on which you have ridden all
your life long to this day? Is it my habit to treat
you this way?” And he said, “No.”

31 Then the LorD opened the eyes of Balaam, and
he saw the angel of the LORD standing in the
way, with his drawn sword in his hand. And he
bowed down and fell on his face.

The Coming King of Zion
Zechariah 9:9

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
king is coming to you; righteous and having
salvation is he, humble and mounted on

a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

For the Sick

Heavenly Father, ruler of all things,

Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ,

healed all manner of infirmities and

cured all manner of diseases. Mercifully
help Your servant [name] in body and
soul and, if it be Your will, free

[him/her] from [his/her] sickness that,
restored to health, [he/she] may with a
thankful heart bless Your holy name;

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Collect For the Sick [4]
LSB Altar Book p.459

The Ongoing Prayer Needs are listed on the following page.
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For the Month of March
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Ongoing Prayer Needs




February 2021 MONTHLY
KUSAAL LUTHERAN MISSION

NEWS AND PRAYER NEEDS
February 2021 No. 125

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him who

sent me, night is coming when no one can work” (John
9:4).

Greetings: We bring you greetings from Ghana
trusting the Lord for His daily countless blessings.

Ash Wednesday (Imposition of Ashes service): Ash
Wednesday services were held in six congregations.
Nearly 2000 people attended the services.

Baptism: By the grace of God, Rev. Mark Awidaan
baptized four people at Immanuel Lutheran Church
on February 7.

Leadership training: The class completed the study
of Luther’s Small Catechism (Exploring LSC). Study
of the Augsburg Confession will begin alongside the
normal sermon outlining etc.

Radio broadcast program: This is a blessing as
more than 10,000 people are reached with the true
Word of God every week. We are sharing the
message of Christ’s suffering and death for mankind.

Translation: Work is going on well in the six
language groups. Interestingly, we hope to have the
Augsburg Confession translated and printed in the
Ghanaian languages. We rejoice in the Lord for the
wonderful support received from Lutheran Heritage
Foundation (LHF).

Evangelism/Outreach Program: We suspended
formal evangelism to enable us participate in the
Lenten activities.

National Delegates’ Conference: Nearly 100
delegates from all the Lutheran congregations would
gather at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Kpalugu.
Various reports and discussions shall be made. Above
all there would be election of the president and three
trustees.

Mission work in Basyonde: The Lord is using Mr.
Jacob Akum, a teacher posted to Basyonde. Twelve
people gather every week (Wednesdays, Fridays and
Sundays) for Bible studies, Catechism class and
worship respectively.

Ebenezer Chapel construction: We are praying to
have the roofing of the chapel made.

7
Concordia Preparatory School CPS): Enrollment is
1053. It is overwhelming! We rejoice in the Lord for
the provision of a borehole for the school. There is no
doubt all the students are receiving Christian
education. Two weeks ago the District Chief
Executive (a Muslim) enrolled his four children in
CPS. Our greatest needs are more text books for the
children, and qualified teachers to teach the Upper
classes (Junior High students). Other needs are
enough bowls to serve all the students with lunch.

Wedding: It was a special day for me to join Monica
(my daughter) to Gavinus as man and wife. My
family is missing Monica who has lived with us for
more than 25 years. The Lord bless their marriage.

Burial: Mr. Francis Akiriga of St. Matthew died after
two years’ sickness.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. Praise the Lord for completion of the structure of
Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel. We pray for funds
to roof it.

2. Praise the Lord for the provision of some text
books to CPS. The school urgently needs many more
text books for the over 1000 students.

3. Please, pray and support Ghana Harvest for the
weekly radio program, chapel buildings, goat project,
leadership training, wells project, etc.

4. Pray for the weekly leadership training class that
meets on Saturdays being prepared for leadership role
in the church.

5. Pray for the work done by Mr. Jacob Akum in
Basyonde by meeting the members three times a
week to study and worship the Lord.

6. Pray for listeners of the weekly radio program.

7. Pray for the construction of additional classrooms
for Concordia Preparatory School.

8. Pray that the Lord blesses us with funds to roof
Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel.

9. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission and
ministry with prayers, encouragement and monetary
gifts. Please continue with your support.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down
his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu
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Ascension Lutheran Church
Madison, Tennessee

INVITES YOU TO

SPRING PRAYER SERVICE 2021

! 4 \ Saturday, April 17, 8:45 AM - 12:00 PM
| 5 B |
ket | | B | 1 In Person, Livestream: www.facebook.com/
|- Ve i ascensionmadison
- jaﬂ eirdd Wm;/ /" RSVP In Person Service: cherriwalker1@gmail.com
A LOR DAY A
?&Kﬁ w _ = Guest Speaker: Denise Gudlin, Operations Manager

And who- will go- for Us?”? Trinity Hope Haitian Feeding Program
le saids, “Here amv |,

200 Christian schools have a Feeding Program.

Over 42,000 meals a day!

Offerings - Zone General Fund, Ingathering Free
Will offering for Trinity Hope
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Correspondence from

Good Samaritan & Savann Plat

March 2021
Dear Memiers of Redeemer,

Greetings in Chist Jesus, from the children in Haiti and the ministry of Trinity HOPE. The school year is
o half over, and the children continue to be bleszed by the nutritious meal you are praviding them awvery
school day. Fof the most part, Haiti has been spared the wide-spread challenges we are facing hefe in
the U.S. with the COVID-19 virus. Despite limited medical resources and an inability to effectively social
distance in the densely populated areas, God has confinued to protect most Haitians from the worst of the
pandemic. The childfen continue o be able to go o school in pefson, and many of the kids are wearing
masks in their classrooms. This iz a tremendous blessing considering remote leaming is really not an
option in Haiti.

Unforiunately, the same good news iz not the case fof the current poliical conditions in Haiti. Due to the
ongoing political turmoil, centered arcund the strong dizapproval and controversy with their current
president, safety remains a huge concern. In some of the worst areas, these conditions are preventing
parents from sending their children to school because they do not want them walking on the streets. Pleaze
continue to pray for the people of Haiti, asking God to protect them and lead them through this difficutt
time.

Throughout the ups-and-downs of everyday life in Haiti, one thing remains grounded in truth. . Jesus Christ
i= still on the throne of victory and is the source of true HOPE for the those in Haiti and throughouwt the
world. By providing a meal to the children at your Christian schoel, you are enabling them to be fed a bowl
of fice and beans for their stomachs and fed The Word of God for their heart and =soul. 1tis this combination
that will eventually change Haifi forewer. THANK YOU for your dedication and commitment to these
children! You are truly making a difference.

Enclozed is youf school corfespondence package from the children you sponsof in Haiti. We hope their
drawings, photos, and notes warms your hieart and brings a smile to your face. Thank you again for your
support, and may God continue to bless you and your family.

Serving Christ Together —

-
Y e

Keith Logan
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Children receive a nutritious bowl of rice
(or corn) and beans, with a high-protein sauce
developed by a Vanderbilt University nutritionist.

This one daily meal costs $0.25 and will totally
change the lives of these children.

j’.- 11
il
Every school Trinity HOPE feeds is a

Christian school, actively teaching the
Gospel of Jesus Christ on a regular basis.

Trinity HOPE understand that when children
are SO hungry they can’t concentrate, their
education suffers. Haiti’s future depends on the
education of the upcoming generation.

At Trinity HOPE we believe we are called to be good stewards of every dollar
God has entrusted to us. We operate in a highly accountable financial model
and are audited each year by an independent, public accounting firm. Over
the last five years, our audited results have shown that at least 95% of every
dollar received goes directly toward program expenses.

Tax deductible contributions may be made
Online at www.TrinityHope.org or by sending checks made out to:
Trinity HOPE
2024 Hunters Place

Mt. Juliet, TN 37122
(615) 394-4950

www. TrinityHope.org Email: admin@trinityhope.org
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| Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

“Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow”

Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow,

Where the blood of Christ was shed,

Perfect man on thee did suffer,

Perfect God on thee has bled!

Here the King of all the ages,

Throned 1 light ere worlds could be,

Robed in mortal flesh 1s dying,

Crucified by sin for me.

O mystenious condescending!
O abandonment sublime!
Very God Himself 1s bearing
All the sufferings of time!

Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow,

Where the blood of Chust was shed,

Perfect man on thee did suffer,

Perfect God on thee has bled!

Lutheran Service Book #428

February
2021

Dust and Ashes,
and Then Some

Both of Dale’s parents were born-
and-bred Hoosiers. And with that
came some folksy sayings and
wisdom. Most people are aware of
the Bible’s account of the creation
of man, the fact that Adam was
formed by God from the dust of
the ground; also, that the Lord
promised a round trip back to dust
as the consequence of sin. So,
when Dale’s parents saw that be-
neath his bed was dust that needed
to be swept out, they would often
ay, “There’s so much dust there
that someone 1s either coming or
going.” O my, that 1s a lot of dustl
It also served as a remunder of
from where we came and to where
our sin-filled footsteps were lead-
ng.
Lent 1s the season of dust and ashes. “Remember that you are dust and to dust you
shall return.” It begins with those words but does not leave us in terror and without
hope. Rather, our Lord takes us along with Himself on a journey that leads to the
cross. The cross 1s a strange and dreadful sight. The perfect and sinless Son of God,

twice publicly proclai.med as God’s Beloved Son, is forsaken on the cross to feel
death not only in body, but also in His spint: “My God, my God, why have You

forsaken me?” One might say, “If Chust, the perfect Son, 1s forsaken by the heaven-
ly Father, what chance have Tinever recerving His love and kindness?”

But, while Lent begins with ashes and dust, 1t ultimately takes us to the cross of Jesus
so that there we might behold the love of God for His broken creation. On that
cross, on that man on that cross, on that God-man on that cross, all sin was being
laid so that the mysterious love of God might find us and turn the tables on sin,
death, and dust. In short, to make us righteous, a people who have received God’s
own righteousness. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God (2 Conmnthians 5:21 ESV)) Ashes and dust might tempo-
ranly be our destination, but it will not be our end. We have the joy of confessing
that not only are we goimng to dust, but also that dust will have to let go of its hold on
us; and we will nise, never to return to dust again. Why? Because we are remade in
Jesus to be the nighteousness of God. No sin, no dust, no ashes.

It 1s this message that should fill all that we say and do. It 1s this message that
brought us to the mission field, but it also ought to be the message of every Chris-
tian no matter where they have travelled or even if they are stll at home. Chnst, His
cross, His resurrection, and the promise of our own resurrection, is what gives us
strength and peace and hope, even during a global pandemic. It gives to the troubled
conscience that peace which the world cannot give. It gives to us the knowledge that
the dust and ashes of believers will be resurrected when Christ returns.

We thank you for the support that you are for us that we might be here. In your
prayers, you call upon God to help us get the Word into the ears of those among
whom we live. In your gifts, you enable us to live here. Know that here we lift up
our prayers for the work the Lord is domg through you. God bless your Lent!
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Witness Always

We thank the Lord for all of the
people and ministries that support
us. This month, we especially
give thanks for:

Messiah Lutheran
Marysville, WA

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran
Casey, IA

Trinity Lutheran Foundation
Willoughby, OH

Please, pray for the new outreach
in Varnsdorf, that God’s timing
may prevail.

Please, pray for Martin as he re-
covers and that God would
strengthen him.

Please, pray our regional director,
Rev. James Krikava.

Please, pray for Bishop Marian
Cop as he leads the ECAV.

There are many opportunities to
serve as short-term or GEO
missionaries. Check

out the current hc.‘r and down-
load an appli at
www.lcms.

. Click on
“Service Opportunities.

»

Our email addresses are
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
Suzanne.Kaster@lcmsintl.org
Our address in Prague:
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecska 365/41
160 00 Praha 6
Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Varnsdorf—Still On, but Delayed

Back in 2014, when we went on the nussion field to Ghana, one of the first les-
sons we learned was that a nussionary needs to be flexible. Sometimes your plans
are not the Lord’s plans or not i keeping with the Lord’s timing. A new mission
start in Varnsdorf has proven itself to be one of those times. We want so badly to
get a new start up and running. And, as we reported to you last month, we even
had the city officials okaying the use of a local church building for four different
Sundays. But sometimes things have to be rescheduled. This has happened with
our start. We will take some time to make sure we are getting the word out and
advertise better when the services will be coming. In other words, we are still try-
g to be flexible. So, the work 15 bemng planned, but we will have to wait until this
autumn. Please, continue to pray for this work and for the people of Varnsdorf,
that they might meet Jesus at the time of His choosing.

Martin Contracts COVID-19

Martin, the deacon with whom I was sent here to work, quite
without warning awoke on 22 February with a headache and
with exhaustion. He had COVID-19. While he has had to fight
through the symptoms, he also needed to quarantine to check
the spread of the virus. He has come a long way and is getting
better. Next week, he has to present a paper and take the pas-
tor’s test here that will lead to his ordination. So, please pray for
him. Ask God to heal him, but also that he gets some of Ius
strength back to face the challenges that lay before him for the
next couple of weeks. (PS—we were blessed to avoid catching
it from himl)

Thursday Bible Study

One good thing that has come about because of the pandemuc 1s an online Bible
study. We are still few in numbers. But we also have a very devoted group. Next
'I']:lmsd:w (11 March), we will be talking about how to read and meditate on the
Word of God. All of our advice will be given to us from the Word tself. If you
would like to join us, simply go to our Facebook group and join. Then, go to
“Rooms,” and join the Bible study. We meet on Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. lo-
cal/1:30 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. The class is taught in English, so you will
have no problem participating. (You will have to use a browser other than Fire-
fox, because it does not support this function )

Stricter Measures

The Czech Republic has become a Europe-
an hot spot again for this pandemuc. So, the
avthonties have put new limitations on our
life here, allowing us out of the home only
for necessities. Because of that, we are back
to leading worship online. You can find the
video on our Facebook group’s page. We
start at 11:00 am. our time (which means
5:00 am. EST)) But when it is over, the

video remains. You are always welcome!

We pray you all stay well and commend you
to the care of Chust,

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster

Your Missionaries to the Cgech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift

to:
The Lutheran Church—Missourt Synod OR Mission Central
P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis. MO 63166-6861

Mapleton, A 31034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missoun Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gafts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at
www.lems. org/kaster.
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April 2021

Sunday Monday | Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Holy 2 Good 3 Holy
Thursday Friday Saturday
7 Divine 7 Chief 7:30 Vigil of
Service - The | gervice - Easter - The
Triduum The Triduum
Triduum

4 The 5 6 7 8 9 10

Resurrection of 8 AA 6:30pm

Our Lord / Easter LWML

9 & 10:30 Divine

Service

Sunday School

(between services)

Door Offering

11 Second 12 13 14 15 16 17

Sunday of Easter | 8 AA 6:30 Council

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine

Service

Confirmation

18 Third Sunday | 19 20 21 22 23 24

of Easter 8 AA

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine

Service

Confirmation

25 Fourth Sunday | 26 27 28 29 30

of Easter 8 AA

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

Confirmation

LWML Mite Collection

Voters’ Assembly




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org
info@redeemernashville.org
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