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Still Serving the Gospel

Perhaps you have driven by a restaurant sign that says something like, “Still serving the original
malted milkshake since 1946,” or, “Still serving the famous triple-patty hungry-man burger.” The intent
IS to communicate that the restaurant has something to offer that is timeless and cannot be improved
upon. The signage also communicates that the restaurant would lose its identity if it didn’t serve its
signature dish.

The Church is to serve the Gospel, that is, to deliver the forgiveness of sins in Christ our Savior.

The Gospel, as you have learned it from Confirmation class, shows us our Savior. However, it
does more than just communicate information. The Gospel imparts forgiveness, life, and salvation. The
Gospel is the means by which the Holy Spirit creates faith so that the sinner believes and is justified. It
is by the Gospel that Christians are then continually kept in the faith and empowered to live sanctified
lives.

We are told in Romans that the Gospel “is the power of salvation to everyone who believes”
(Rom. 1:16). The Lutheran Confessions define the content of the Gospel this way:

The Gospel in its strict sense teaches what people should believe, namely, that they receive from
God the forgiveness of sins; that is, that the Son of God, our Lord Christ, has taken upon himself
the curse of the law and borne it, atoned and paid for all our sins; that through him alone we are
restored to God’s grace, obtain the forgiveness of sins through faith, and are delivered from
death and all the punishments of our sins and are saved eternally.

For everything that provides comfort — everything that offers the favor and grace of God to those
who have transgressed the law — is and is called the gospel in the strict sense. It is good news,

joyous news, that God does not want to punish sin but to forgive it for Christ’s sake (FC SC
V:20-21).

What a shame it is that many church bodies and congregations have attempted to change the
formula of the Gospel, or have stopped serving it altogether. The Apostle Paul’s Spirit-inspired warning
in Galatians applies to them: “If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you have
received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:9). Paul is clear that there is no other gospel than the Gospel of
Jesus Christ as Savior.

When the true Gospel is exchanged for a social gospel or social justice, then, not only is the
church body or congregation losing its true identity, but the people of God and the people in the
community are being deprived of something they need and cannot get anywhere else. According to the
theologian Lyle Lang, the Social Gospel Movement with its infiltration into many seminaries, has “led
to a ‘this world” emphasis in many churches and led them away from the real mission of the church: to
proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, which focuses on spiritual blessings and eternal life” (Lange, God
So Loved the World, p. 21).
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If the Church stops serving the Gospel, who will serve it? The government? No, it is an agent of
the law. The cancel culture? No, there is no forgiveness in this relentless movement. Only the Church
serves the Gospel, the hope that even the worst of the worst have had their sins taken to the cross by
Christ.

When our Lord Jesus taught about persistent prayer in his ministry, he asked, “When the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Lk. 18:8). Perhaps we should ask, “When the Son of Man
comes, will he still find the Gospel, his Gospel, being served on earth?”” By his grace and by the power
of the Spirit, he will! Though it may be a small remnant that is still serving the same dish, the Gospel
will be given out until the end. In fact, the whole reason the earth still turns is for the work of the
Church in giving out the Gospel in order to bring in the full number of the elect.

There is nothing better or more essential than the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore, may it still
be served among us in its purity and in heaping portions. There is no need change the menu and lose our
soul. Put it on the sign: Still serving the Gospel.

— Pastor

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the church office on
these needs.

For the Month of May




For the Sick

O Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, our only help in time of need,
look with favor upon Your servant(s)
[name(s)]. Assure [him/her/them] of
Your mercy, deliver [him/her/them]
from the temptations of the evil one, and
give [him/her/them] patience and
comfort in [his/her/their] illness. If it
please You, restore [him/her/them] to
health, or give [him/her/them] grace to
accept this tribulation with courage and
hope; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Collect For the Sick [1]
LSB Altar Book p.459

The Ongoing Prayer Needs are listed on the following page.

Gradual for The Ascension of
Our Lord

Christ has risen from the dead.

[God the Father] has crowned him with
glory and honor,

He has given him dominion over the
works of his hands;

he has put all things under his feet.

adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
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Daily Lutheran Bible Study hosted by Pr. Will
Weedon.

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels
Lutheran Service Book 491

(adapted from hymn study by Allen D. Lunneberg
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

For 40 days after His resurrection, our Lord Jesus
Christ appeared to His disciples. Then came the
day of His ascension, when He would no longer
be appearing and disappearing as He had. The
disciples gradually learned that He was with
them whether they could see Him or not.

It is possibly because the Ascension of Our Lord,
the 40th day of Easter, always falls on a
Thursday that, though this is a major festival, it
has become more poorly attended through the
years, if celebrated at all. Consider the number of
Ascension hymns in our hymnals over past years:

The Lutheran Hymnal (1941), 12 hymns;
Service Book and Hymnal (1958), seven
hymns;

Lutheran Book of Worship (1978), four hymns;
Lutheran Worship (1982), six hymns; and
Lutheran Service Book (2006), five hymns.

Still, the Ascension of Our Lord marks a major
step forward in God’s plan of salvation and, as
such, needs to be preached, heard, believed and
celebrated.

Exploring the Scriptures

After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to His
disciples at least the 11 times we have recorded
in the New Testament. Consider the differences
in Christ’s appearance to the disciples at
Emmaus (Luke 24:13-32) and His final [so far]
appearance at His ascension (Acts 1:3-9). On the
Thursday of Holy Week in the Upper Room,
Jesus prepared His disciples for their future
ministry and summarized His entire mission
(“Was it not necessary that the Christ should
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” —
Luke 24:26).

There are two accounts of the ascension, both
recorded by St. Luke: once at the end of his
Gospel (Luke 24:44-53) and then in Acts 1:3-9.
But what did the ascension of Jesus look like
from heaven? Consider the following


https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

commentary on Rev. 12:7-10 by Dr. Louis A.
Brighton:

As a result of Christ’s victory on the cross and
his public vindication over the dragon at his
ascension and exaltation, there was no longer
any room in heaven for the accuser. The
dragon had to be thrown out of heaven, for
Christ’s vicarious atonement and justification
of the saints made Satan’s accusations false ...
Once Christ was elevated and enthroned, the
slanderer was held in contempt of God’s court
and “was thrown out” (12:9), never again to
appear before God’s heavenly presence....
When did this war, this expulsion of the dragon
and his evil host, take place? According to
12:5, it happened when the “Child was
snatched up to God and to his throne,” that is,
at the ascension of Christ.

Apparently before Christ’s victory and
ascension, the devil could at will stand before
God and bring accusations against God’s
saints.... But at Christ’s enthronement at the
right of God, Satan was forever banished from
God’s presence and his place in the heavenly
court was taken from him.... This war in
heaven in Rev 12:7 is not the original rebellion
of the devil against God, which took place
before the fall of Adam and the woman (Gen
3:1). The war and expulsion described in
Revelation 12 happened as a result of Christ’s
victory and elevation. (Revelation [CPH,
1999], 335-6)

Exploring the Hymn

Background

Jaroslav J. Vajda (Vai-dah) (1919-2008) is the
author of six hymns and translator of four more
in LSB. This ascension text was commissioned
by Augsburg Publishing House in 1973. He said
he had attempted to gather the implications of
our Lord’s ascension to His followers, both those
who originally witnessed the event and all since
then who await His promised return. Those
“implications” include the completion of Jesus’
work of redemption, the new confidence of His
joyous disciples, Christ’s eternal intercession for
us before the Father, His comfort and direction of
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believers as we await His return, and the faithful
longing for our final deliverance in the
resurrection. In our exploration of the Scriptures,
we have noted, of course, even more
“implications.”

Text

Originally, the author was requested to change
the first word of the hymn from “up” to “there,”
in order “to avoid the three-tiered universe
imagery,” meaning the earth lying between
heaven (up) and hell (down). This request
appears to be of the spirit of the times, when
science, philosophy and the historical-critical
method of Bible interpretation questioned nearly
everything in the Bible. Nevertheless, the Bible
uses such imagery. The words of stanza 2 look to
Jesus as our intercessor and advocate as a result
of His victorious earthly ministry. Stanza 3 is a
prayer for guidance by the Holy Spirit (John
14:16-18; 16:13) through the Word of God
(Matt. 28:20) and comfort in our trials until
Christ returns to receive us to Himself (John
14:3). By the little triangle symbol, LSB suggests
standing for stanza 4 as the three persons of the
Holy Trinity are mentioned. While Trinitarian in
form, however, the final stanza is more a
confession of faith and expression of longing
than it is a doxology or praise. It is the
“eschatological” (last things) longing to finally
arrive and be in the very physical presence of
God.

This hymn does more than just tell the story of
Jesus’ ascension. It describes the benefits and the
hope available because Jesus is now living and
reigning at the right hand of God.

Prayer

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so
may we also ascend in heart and mind and
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen (Collect for the
Ascension of Our Lord).



Up through Endless Ranks of Angels

LSB 491

1 Up through endless ranks of angels,
Cries of triumph in His ears,

To His heav’nly throne ascending,
Having vanquished all their fears,

Christ looks down upon His faithful,
Leaving them in happy tears.

2 Death-destroying, life-restoring,
Proven equal to our need,

Now for us before the Father
As our brother intercede;

Flesh that for our world was wounded,
Living, for the wounded plead!

3 To our lives of wanton wand’ring
Send Your Spirit, promised guide;
Through our lives of fear and failure
With Your pow’r and love abide;
Welcome us, as You were welcomed,
To an endless Eastertide.

A4 Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to breathe the Spirit’s grace!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to see the Father’s face!
Alleluia, alleluia!
Oh, to feel the Son’s embrace!

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License .NET, no. 100012643.

The Benefits of Faithfulness
Colossians 1:21-23
21 And you, who once were alienated and

hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in
order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him, 23 if indeed you
continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not
shifting from the hope of the gospel that you
heard, which has been proclaimed in all
creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
became a minister.

Matthew 28:20b
20 And behold, | am with you always, to the
end of the age.”



Dear Redeemer Lutheran Church
members,

Because Jesus lives, we also live. The Apostle
Paul writes:

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe
that we will also live with him. We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never
die again; death no longer has dominion over
him.

(Romans 6:8-9)

Thank you for your support of Issues, Etc. and
our message of Jesus’ victory over sin, death,
and the devil.

May the crucified and risen Jesus comfort and
strengthen you with His imperishable Life!

To 2,

Todd Wilken, Host

?f Issues,Etc.
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Mindy +Jaohn Dovid

(John David & Mindy were married at Redeemer
on April 10)

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

"Alleluia! Christ is risen!" This traditional Easter
exchange of words is more than a way of
greeting. It is the summary of the Gospel
proclamation. Christ was dead as He expired
upon the cross. And they did put His corpse into
the grave. But the stone that rolled across the
opening and the seal which the Romans affixed
were all vain attempts to keep Him there. He IS
risen! And because of that, we are filled with
hope, and we have an eternal future awaiting us
when Christ returns. It is this hope we wish to
share with the people of the Czech Republic.

Thanks to your prayers and support, we are able
to be here and share that Gospel. Thank you so
much for partnering with us on this journey. We
ask for your prayers, prayers both for us as we
share and for the hearers that they might come to
faith through the Gospel. The risen Lord desires
"all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4 NIV.) You,
us, and the people among whom we live. May
they say, "He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!™

God bless you and your witness!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it
runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me."
Dr. Martin Luther




' Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

Holy Week at Rellglon,
St. Michael Lutheran, Prague When It
Comes in

Handy

As we have men-
tioned many times in
our newsletters,
Czechs are decidedly
atheist/agnostic. But,
like all people on
earth, there is in their
core a knowledge of
God that we call natural theology. This is to what St. Paul is referring
when he wrote: For the wrath of God 1s revealed from heaven against all ungod-
liness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the
truth.For what can be known about God s plain to them, because God has shown
it to thent... So they are without excuse. (Romans 1:18-19, 20b. ESV) Such a
natural knowledge of God comes in handy at times of calamity and disas-
ter. You might remember the short-lived bump of church attendance in
the USA immediately after the tragic events of September 11, 2001.

In a similar way, the Czech Republic has recently surpassed 25,000 deaths
from COVID-19. (It is a much smaller nation of 10 million people.) They
marked that number with a small group of protestors placing 25,000 little
crosses, all gathered around the new Marian column in Old Town Square.
(The older column was erected as a thanks for a military victory in the
1648 Battle of Prague during the Thirty Years” War.) It was a sad thing to
walk among the crosses and to see the votive candles and flowers scat-
tered among them, reminding us of so many Czechs now dead.

The Christian faith, however, is more than something that comes in handy
at such times as the world is passing through right now. Rather, the faith
we confess is rooted in the cross and empty tomb of the One who gave
Himself for us—even as we have just recently celebrated! The cross gives
to us the assurance that our sins are paid for, and the empty tomb is the
evidence that that payment was accepted as well as a sign that those who
die in that faith will rise, too, when Christ returns. To declare that faith,
the LCMS has sent five different missionaries here to the Czech Republic
so that the cross might be more than a way to mark a death. We —you in-
cluded- are sent by the risen Lord to tell the great news both far (here)
and near (where you are.) And this message is for all!

As we pass through this Easter season, please, pray for the Czechs as well
as for our witness. We want them to know the peace and the joy that em-
anates from the cross—a peace and joy that even a pandemic cannot take
away. And know that we pray the same for all of you— that the Gospel
may shine far in your words and actions —because the Gospel can be
shared only by those who know it and rejoice in it!

God grant you His grace!
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Witness Always

‘We thank the Lord for all of the
people and ministries that support
us. This month, we especially
give thanks for:

Mt. Pisgah Lutheran
Hendersonville, NC

Our Savior Lutheran
Bettendorf, IA

St. Peter Lutheran
Cornelius, OR

Please, pray for Martin’s strength
to return and for his pastoral
exams.

Please, pray for the English Part-
ners program, that Czechs would
come to the faith.

Please, pray our regional director,
Rev. James Krikava.

Please, pray for Bishop Marian
ffop as he leads the ECAYV.

There are many opportunities to

serve as short-term or GEO

missionaries. Check

out the current list and down-

load an application at
I ; ice. Click on

Our email addresses are
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
Suzanne.Kaster@lcmsintlL.org
Our address in Prague:
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenecska 365/41
160 00 Praha 6
Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jircharich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Czech Republic

Holy Week at St. Michael Lutheran

Last year, we were unable to hold Holy Week ser-
vices due to the limitations placed on gatherings.
And this year, we were not sure if we would be able
to hold them because of our exposure to COVID-19.
But thanks be to God, we were not made sick by it,
and, after the necessary quarantine, we were able to
return to the beautiful sanctuary to mark Christ’s
great acts of loving redemption. Still, for the sake of
those homebound or just concerned, we livestreamed
the services on the church’s Facebook group. It was
a wonderful week that focused on the cross of Jesus.

It was truly good to be back home. We hope that the services at your congrega-
tions were equally blessed.

Martin on the Rebound from COVID-19

We reported last month that our deacon, Martin Damasek had contracted
COVID-19, and we asked for your prayers. God be praised, after a lengthy time
away from us, he was returned to us well. He still is regaining strength, but it is so

good to have his smiling face and his Czech-wry wit back.

Vaccination Is Slow-Going
We are often asked about whether we have been vaccinated. Unfortunately, sup-
plies of the vaccines are not coming rapidly here. Because of that, we do not have

any idea when we will be eligible. So, we are taking every normal precaution.

English Conversation Partner

In Silesia (far northeastern Czech Republic), our missionaries Ben and Chelsea,
have been holding online English training, including time spent with a native Eng-
lish speaker. Such programs reach out with the love of Christ through simple
presence and listening ears. Dale has volunteered for the upcoming round, every
Monday April 26 through May 24. While we want the people to be comfortable in
English, it is also our hope that Christ might be demonstrated by all.

Pastoral Exams

Three deacons of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession (ECAV)
will be taking their pastoral exams at the end of this month. Among them is our
own Martin. In order to be ordained, they must present a paper and sit for an oral
exam with the pastors of the ECAV on 28 April. Prayers, please!

Czechs have taditionally decorated homemade
Easter eggs with the peels of different colored on-
ions, beet roots, and red cabbage leaves. Patterns are
made with leaves, flowers and stems. Suzanne was
able to figure all this out two years ago. So, this year,
she taught one of our Czech members and her chil-
dren how to do this joyous task. It felt great. We
were giving back to the culture that has given so
much to us.

A blessed Easter season to you all!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czeoh Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters, you may send a tax-deductible gift

to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR
P.O. Box 66861

St.

Mission Central
40718 Hwy E16

Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gafts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www _lcms org/kaster.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2 Fifth Sunday of

Easter

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

Confirmation

Door Offering

9 Sixth Sunday
of Easter
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine
Service
Confirmation
Mother’s Day

10
8 AA

11

12

13

The
Ascension
of Our Lord

7 Divine

Service

14
6:30pm
LWML

15

16 Seventh
Sunday of Easter
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine
Service
Confirmation

17
8 AA

18

6:30 Council

19

20

21

22

23 The Day of

Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

Confirmation

24
8 AA

25

26

27

28

29

30 The Holy
Trinity
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine
Service
Confirmation
LWML Mite

Collection

31

Memorial
Day

Recognition
of Graduates
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