
Still Serving the Gospel 
 

 Perhaps you have driven by a restaurant sign that says something like, “Still serving the 

original malted milkshake since 1946,” or, “Still serving the famous triple-patty hungry-man 

burger.”  The intent is to communicate that the restaurant has something to offer that is timeless 

and cannot be improved upon.  The signage also communicates that the restaurant would lose its 

identity if it didn’t serve its signature dish. 

 The Church is to serve the Gospel, that is, to deliver the forgiveness of sins in Christ our 

Savior.   

The Gospel, as you have learned it from Confirmation class, shows us our Savior.  

However, it does more than just communicate information.  The Gospel imparts forgiveness, life, 

and salvation.  The Gospel is the means by which the Holy Spirit creates faith so that the sinner 

believes and is justified.  It is by the Gospel that Christians are then continually kept in the faith 

and empowered to live sanctified lives.   

 We are told in Romans that the Gospel “is the power of salvation to everyone who 

believes” (Rom. 1:16).  The Lutheran Confessions define the content of the Gospel this way: 

 

The Gospel in its strict sense teaches what people should believe, namely, that they 

receive from God the forgiveness of sins; that is, that the Son of God, our Lord Christ, 

has taken upon himself the curse of the law and borne it, atoned and paid for all our sins; 

that through him alone we are restored to God’s grace, obtain the forgiveness of sins 

through faith, and are delivered from death and all the punishments of our sins and are 

saved eternally. 

 

For everything that provides comfort – everything that offers the favor and grace of God 

to those who have transgressed the law – is and is called the gospel in the strict sense.  It 

is good news, joyous news, that God does not want to punish sin but to forgive it for 

Christ’s sake (FC SC V:20-21). 

 

 What a shame it is that many church bodies and congregations have attempted to change 

the formula of the Gospel, or have stopped serving it altogether.  The Apostle Paul’s Spirit-

inspired warning in Galatians applies to them:  “If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary 

to the one you have received, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:9).  Paul is clear that there is no other 

gospel than the Gospel of Jesus Christ as Savior. 

 When the true Gospel is exchanged for a social gospel or social justice, then, not only is 

the church body or congregation losing its true identity, but the people of God and the people in 

the community are being deprived of something they need and cannot get anywhere else.  

According to the theologian Lyle Lang, the Social Gospel Movement with its infiltration into 

many seminaries, has “led to a ‘this world’ emphasis in many churches and led them away from 

the real mission of the church:  to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, which focuses on spiritual 

blessings and eternal life” (Lange, God So Loved the World, p. 21). 

 If the Church stops serving the Gospel, who will serve it?  The government?  No, it is an 

agent of the law.  The cancel culture?  No, there is no forgiveness in this relentless movement.  



Only the Church serves the Gospel, the hope that even the worst of the worst have had their sins 

taken to the cross by Christ. 

 When our Lord Jesus taught about persistent prayer in his ministry, he asked, “When the 

Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Lk. 18:8).  Perhaps we should ask, “When the 

Son of Man comes, will he still find the Gospel, his Gospel, being served on earth?”  By his 

grace and by the power of the Spirit, he will!  Though it may be a small remnant that is still 

serving the same dish, the Gospel will be given out until the end.  In fact, the whole reason the 

earth still turns is for the work of the Church in giving out the Gospel in order to bring in the full 

number of the elect. 

 There is nothing better or more essential than the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, may 

it still be served among us in its purity and in heaping portions.  There is no need change the 

menu and lose our soul.  Put it on the sign:  Still serving the Gospel. 

   

                                                                                                                                     – Pastor    

 


