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A Vision of a Church at Rest

I can’t tell you how many times I have been asked about my vision for the church, that is, for my
congregation. For instance, at the last pastors’ conference I attended, the speaker encouraged table
discussions on how the Church can come back from covid and what the future will look like for our
congregations.

I actually began my ministry with mandatory “Vision Planning.” I guess it was “penance” for
being a mission congregation of the district that received district subsidy. As the fresh, new pastor, |
was supposed to work with the leadership to bring a new vision to this church that had been planted by
the previous pastor. A district-approved consultant was brought in to help (his expenses covered by the
congregation). So, on many Saturdays, a small band of us would gather for “Vision Planning.” Colored
markers were pulled from the package and lids were popped, large sheets of paper were hung on the
board, and a flurry of writing commenced. We were to brainstorm, to shout out ideas, and anything we
said was written in color.

To this day I can’t remember one thing, one idea that made it onto those sheets that were
supposed to hold our new vision. And just thinking back on the time and effort of it all is exhausting.

Rick Warren, the well-known pastor of Saddleback Church and author of The Purpose Driven
Church, continues to push for congregations to have a vision. Warren, who just announced his
retirement, wrote an article last year encouraging pastors to keep striving. In the article titled “3 Aspects
of the Vision God Has for Your Church,” Warren states:

Nothing starts happening until somebody starts dreaming. Every accomplishment started off
first as an idea in somebody’s mind. It started off as a dream. It started off as a vision, a goal. If
you don’t have a goal for your church, your default goal is to remain the same. If you aim at
nothing, you’re definitely going to hit it.

A church without a vision is never going to grow, and a church’s vision will never be larger than
the vision of its pastor. So you as a leader and as a pastor must have God’s vision for your
church. The very first task of leadership is to set the vision for the organization. If you don’t set
the vision, you’re not the leader. Whoever is establishing the vision in your church is the leader
of that particular church. A church will never outgrow its vision and the vision of a church will
never outgrow the vision of the pastor (https://pd.church/3-aspects-of-the-vision-god-has-for-

your-church/).

In an odd mixing of God’s will and the pastor’s initiative, Warren says, “So you need to ask yourself
this question, ‘What would I attempt for God if I knew I couldn’t fail?’ Let that expand your horizons.
Let it expand your dreams. Expand your vision. It starts with a dream.” Then Warren gets to the three
aspects of “What,” “How,” and “When”:


https://pd.church/3-aspects-of-the-vision-god-has-for-your-church/
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You get God’s vision by saying, “What do you want me to do? How do you want me to do it?
And when do you want me to do it?” You need to stop praying, “God, bless what I’'m doing.”
And instead, start praying, “God, help me to do what you want to bless” (https://pd.church/3-
aspects-of-the-vision-god-has-for-your-church/).

What is unsettling about this obligation to have a vision is that it defines a congregation as
always needing to move in some direction, and hopefully getting to where it should be, that is, until the
next vision. Is that true? Does a church need to have some plan to build a satellite campus or to have a
certain number of members by an arbitrary date? Does the pastor have to put the people on a forced
march to his goal? Haven’t we already arrived at the goal where two or three are gathered? Hasn’t the
Church arrived at its vision when people take their seats in the pews to receive the gifts of Christ? The
Augsburg Confession, Article VI, says about the essence of
the Church, “It is also taught that at all times there must be
and remain one holy, Christian church. It is the assembly of
all believers among whom the gospel is purely preached and
the holy sacraments are administered according to the
gospel.” Isn’t that enough?

| have a vision of a Church at rest. This is, after all,
where Christ wants his people to be: in him and at rest. Our
Lord said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). So let us drop the vision-planning
markers, stop dreaming, no longer seek a theology of glory,
and rest! Let us enjoy the Means of Grace. May we hear the
Word of the Lord, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Ps.
46:10).

This does not mean that we stop reaching out to
others with the Gospel or stop planning how we can serve the
household of God and the community. The Augsburg
Confession, Article VI, says, “It is also taught that such faith should yield good fruit and good works
and that a person must do such good works as God has commanded for God’s sake but not place trust in
them as if thereby to earn grace before God.” Resting does not mean inactivity. Rather, resting means
accepting God’s vision for us: to receive forgiveness, life, and salvation in Christ. It means having
peace even as we walk and serve in the way of the cross.

Wasn’t Saint John given the vision, the ultimate goal of the Church? The Apostle writes:

Christ Washing the Disciples’ Feet
Giotto ¢.1305 public domain

After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,
‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever!
Amen’” (Rev. 7:9-12).

That vision of the end will come to be by God’s doing alone. That final gathering will include all
believers, even us! No shoddy church visions or failure to dream will thwart this plan of God’s. And
not even the most polished church program or campaign for the future will be able to hasten or improve
upon God’s goal. It will come about in the Lord’s time.
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For now, though, isn’t the vision of God for us to enjoy the foretaste of the feast to come and to
rest at his table? Aren’t we to rejoice in being exactly where we are supposed be: “With angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven? To look anywhere else or to seek any human dream or
goal would be to miss this true, restful vision of our God.

— Pastor

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the
church office on these needs.

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead



Blessedness of Heaven

Almighty, everlasting God, You gave Your
only Son to be a High Priest of good things
to come. Grant unto us, Your unworthy
servants, to have our share in the company of
the blessed for all eternity; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

LSB Altar Book p.453

For the Month of July
Birthdays

Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Gradual for The Season after
Pentecost (*Proper 9-13)

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom
and knowl- | edge of God!*
How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable | his ways!
For from him and through him and
to him are | all things.*
To him be glory
forever. | Amen.

Romans 11:33, 36

*The Gradual for the Season after Pentecost changes
as the season progresses. The Gradual is a step (Latin
translation) from the Old Testament reading to the
Epistle reading in the Divine Service.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

For the Month of August
Birthdays

Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries




Altar Guild

In a recent sermon, Pastor referenced the
green paraments and this season of the church,
a season of growth, spiritual growth. Do you
have a favorite season of the church year based
on the colorful paraments that adorn the
chancel?

Working with the Altar Guild has been a
blessing for me--a season of spiritual growth as |
have learned about the symbolism behind all the
colors of the church year and have learned the
names of all the objects and linens. Did you
know that each piece of fabric on the altar has a
particular name and purpose? The elders don't
just grab whatever is handy when they are
organizing the altar each Sunday morning.

Recently, the Altar Guild received a donation
earmarked for paraments, for the care,
maintenance, replacement or refreshing of the
fabrics you see adorning the chancel and the
altar or that are used during communion.

The first step was identifying anything that

needed replacing.

e Chalice Palls. At Redeemer, we currently have
two. These are plastic squares covered in
linen. Ours do not have removable plastic, so
the stitches must be picked by hand and then
resewn to launder the linen. In addition, the
plastic inside is beginning to shatter. We will
be purchasing new chalice palls with
removable inserts so that we can launder
them.

e Corporals. At Redeemer, we currently have
two corporals. This is a square linen on which
the sacramental vessels are placed. We will be
purchasing three more so that we have time to
launder any stains between services.

e Fair Linen. At Redeemer, we have four. This is
the linen that is on top of the altar. It is handled
whenever paraments are changed. Two of the
four are designated for days or seasons. We
plan to purchase one more general fair linen.

Next, the Altar Guild examined all the colorful
paraments that change with the seasons or for
special feast days and are used in the chancel.
We spread them all out in the sanctuary to

compare and examine them. First, some
definitions for you:

Altar Frontlets: This the name for the pair of
small, narrow, colored fabric pieces that hang
on the altar.

Altar Superfrontal: This is the name for the
piece that runs across the altar, such as the
blue one we have for Advent.

Altar Frontal: This is the name for the piece
that covers the altar and falls to the floor, such
as the one we have for Easter.

Lectern Frontlet: This hangs from the lectern.
Pulpit Frontlet: This hangs from the pulpit.

We all agreed that all our frontlets and frontals
are in in excellent condition. Nothing “needs” to
be replaced. That said, we also shared several
comments that have been directed to the Altar
Guild, and we shared several observations as
we examined all the fabrics spread out across
the sanctuary. These are presented in no order!
e Updating the paraments goes hand-in-hand

with our renovation and new windows.

e Many of the fabrics look dated and are
repeated throughout the current paraments
except for the blue Advent set of paraments.

e We do not know how or if the current
paraments can be laundered (Some dry
cleaners have declined cleaning banners for
us due to the nature of the fabric and
embroidery). Ability to clean and maintain
fabrics should be considered.

e We would like to see what is available--what’s
out there before making any decision.

e It would nice if our “white” paraments were
truly white.

If you would like to join the Altar Guild in
exploring options, please contact me to get
added to our list! This doesn't mean you have to
help with washing communion ware or changing
paraments, though we would welcome that as
well! | am also willing to set up an “open house”
of sorts for you to come look at the paraments
the way we did--all at once.

Kim M.



Entrust Your Days and Burdens

Lutheran Service Book 754

(adapted from hymn study by Randy Wurschmid
thttps://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies)

Introduction

Life is messy. This life, lived in this world,
marred by sin, your sin and everybody else’s sin,
is unpredictable and sometimes stormy, even
chaotic. Just when you think you’ve got
everything under control, something happens that
messes up all your plans. The car won’t start.
You are fired from your job. You are diagnosed
with cancer. A loved one dies suddenly and
tragically. “This wasn’t part of my plan!” you

cry.

“My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, declares the LORD” (Isaiah
55:8). What are God’s ways, then? Who or what
can we count on? Should we seize each day as it
comes and simply hope for the best? Or is there
something more concrete and more eternal in
which we can place our trust? You know the
answer: Entrust your days and burdens to God,
who is the beginning and the end; His Word will
stand forever (Isaiah 40:8). Where do we turn
when things seem out of our control? Where do
we look when everything is going wrong? “Lord,
to whom shall we go?” Peter said. “You have the
words of eternal life” (John 6:68).

We turn to Jesus.

Exploring the Scriptures

The starting point for this hymn is Psalm 37:5,
“Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him,
and he will act.” The hymn’s author, Paul
Gerhardt, used the German text of this psalm to
form an acrostic, so that the first word of each
hymn stanza is the next successive word of the
psalm verse.

In Philippians 4:6-13, St. Paul has much to say
about relying on the Lord to know and provide
what we need. Compare the comforting language
from the Philippians text to the First Petition of
the Lord’s Prayer and its meaning in Luther’s

Entrust Your Days and Burdens LSB 754
Entrust your days and burdens
To God’s most loving hand;
He cares for you while ruling
The sky, the sea, the land.
For He who guides the tempests
Along their thund’rous ways
Will find for you a pathway
And guide you all your days.

Rely on God your Savior
And find your life secure.
Make His work your foundation
That your work may endure.
No anxious thought, no wortry,
No self-tormenting care
Can win your Father’s favor;
His heart is moved by prayer.

Take heart, have hope, my spirit,
And do not be dismayed,;
God helps in ev’ry trial
And makes you unafraid.

Await His time with patience
Through darkest hours of night
Until the sun you hoped for
Delights your eager sight.

Leave all to His direction;
His wisdom rules for you
In ways to rouse your wonder
At all His love can do.
Soon He, His promise keeping,
With wonder-working pow’rs
Will banish from your spirit
What gave you troubled hours.

O blessed heir of heaven,
You’ll hear the song resound
Of endless jubilation
When you with life are crowned.
In your right hand your maker
Will place the victor’s palm,
And you will thank Him gladly
With heaven’s joyful psalm.

Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen;
With joy our spirits bless
Until we see the ending
Of all our life’s distress.
And so throughout our lifetime

Keep us within Your care

And at our end then bring us

To heav’n to praise You there.

© 1982, 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License
.NET, no. 100012643.



https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies

Small Catechism (below). Help us to do this,
dear Father in heaven!

The First Petition
Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?

God's name is certainly holy in itself, but we
pray in this petition that it may be kept holy
among us also.

How is God's name kept holy?

God's name is kept holy when the Word of God
is taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the
children of God, also lead holy lives according
to it. Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven!
But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to
God's Word profanes the name of God among
us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!

Exploring the Hymn

Background

Paul Gerhardt (1607—-76) is one of the Lutheran
Church’s great treasures. You likely know some
(or many!) of his hymns. “A Lamb Goes
Uncomplaining Forth” (LSB 438), “Evening and
Morning” (LSB 726) and ‘“Now Rest beneath
Night’s Shadow” (LSB 880) are among his best
known. (If you have time, scan the index in your
hymnal, p. 999). Pastor Gerhardt knew suffering
firsthand. The Thirty Years” War, political and
religious strife in the parish, and subsequent job
loss were sources of conflict and anxiety for him.
By 1669, Gerhardt had lost his wife and four of
his five children.

And yet, despite these hardships, Gerhardt left us
some of the greatest hymns of comfort ever
written — hymns which preach the peace of
Jesus that comes through the forgiveness of sins,
hymns in which Christ crucified is at the center,
changing our focus from “woe is me” to “I thank
You, my heavenly Father.” He found that
meditating on the Scriptures was helpful in
dealing with the suffering around him.

Text
In the First Article of the Creed (back to the
Small Catechism!), we confess our belief that

Psalm 37:7-11

"Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for

him;

fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his
way,

over the man who carries out evil devices!
8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath!
Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil
°For the evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the

land.
OIn just a little while, the wicked will be no
more;
though you look carefully at his place, he will not
be there.

11But the meek shall inherit the land
and delight themselves in abundant peace.

“God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all
my members, my reason and all my senses, and
still takes care of them” (LSB, p. 322; emphasis
added). We sing this same belief in the first
stanza: that God is in charge of sky, sea and land;
that God not only guides the tempests, but that
He also guides you. Therefore, since we believe
this, it also informs our prayers and our anxieties
(or lack of anxieties).

Stanzas 4-6 point us out of this life and into the
next, where we will neither hunger nor thirst, and
where every tear will be wiped away. In this
way, we avoid being caught up in the moment,
and instead we are always thinking of the bigger
picture. In other words, this life isn’t what it’s all
about — eternal life is. Sing through these
stanzas.

Making the Connection

In Luke 11:1-4, we read Luke’s version of the
Lord’s Prayer. Though it is shorter than the
familiar one from Matthew, it still includes these
words: “Give us each day our daily bread, and
forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive
everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not
into temptation” (Luke 11:3—4). With these
petitions, Jesus teaches us to trust in Him to
provide for our daily needs, He promises to hear



our prayers for forgiveness, and He keeps the
evil one at bay.

And then Jesus says this: “Ask, and it will be
given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and
it will be opened to you” (Luke 11:9). We don’t
ask ourselves or our hearts for guidance,

for our hearts will only lead us astray. We don’t
seek our will for our lives, but God’s will. We
knock at the door of His Church, for it is there
that we find Him: in the water, in the bread and
wine, in the words spoken, preached and sung.

It won’t stop the suffering, for as long as we
carry our crosses in this life, there will be times
of suffering; but relying on God will make it
bearable. For Jesus is with us, and through our
Baptism, we are both buried with Him and also
raised to new life. In His body and blood, He
strengthens our faith. In His Word, we hear the
forgiveness of sins.

In Closing

Entrust your days and burdens to the loving hand
of God. It’s not Law; it’s Gospel. It is a promise.
For God has made you and all creatures, the
heavens and the earth, and He still takes care of
them. He gives you your daily bread. He protects
you from all evil. You will sometimes doubt this;
you will certainly fail to feel it. But that doesn’t
make it untrue, for He has promised to hear you,
to forgive you, to save you and, on the Last Day,
to bring you to heaven to praise Him there.

If you haven’t done it already, sing through the
entire hymn together. Sing it in your devotional
time, sing it before you go to bed, learn it and
take it to heart. “Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act” (Psalm. 37:5).

Prayer

Almighty and most merciful God, the protector
of all who trust in You, strengthen our faith and
give us courage to believe that in Your love You
will rescue us from all adversities; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen (Collect for Proper 12B).

LIVE NOT BY LIES

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn — Feb. 12, 1974
(Excerpts. The full text of the essay is available here:
https://www.solzhenitsyncenter.org/live-not-by-lies)

We have so hopelessly ceded our humanity that for
the modest handouts of today we are ready to
surrender up all principles, our soul, all the labors
of our ancestors, all the prospects of our
descendants—anything to avoid disrupting our
meager existence. We have lost our strength, our
pride, our passion. We do not even fear a common
nuclear death, do not fear a third world war
(perhaps we’ll hide away in some crevice), but fear
only to take a civic stance! We hope only not to
stray from the herd, not to set out on our own, and
risk suddenly having to make do without the white
bread, the hot water heater, a Moscow residency
permit.

Esau Sells His Birthright
2 Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came
in from the field, and he was exhausted. 30 And
Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red
stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name
was called Edom.l) 31 Jacob said, “Sell me your
birthright now.” 32 Esau said, “I am about to die; of
what use is a birthright to me?” 33 Jacob said,
“Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold
his birthright to Jacob. 3* Then Jacob gave Esau
bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and
rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his
birthright.

Genesis 25:29-34

So has the circle closed? So is there indeed no way
out? So the only thing left to do is wait inertly:
What if something just happens by itself?

But it will never come unstuck by itself, if we all,

every day, continue to acknowledge, glorify, and

strengthen it, if we do not, at the least, recoil from
its most vulnerable point.

From lies.

When violence bursts onto the peaceful human
condition, its face is flush with self-assurance, it
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displays on its banner and
proclaims: “I am Violence!
Make way, step aside, |
will crush you!” But
violence ages swiftly, a few
years pass—and it is no
longer sure of itself. To
prop itself up, to appear
decent, it will without fail

Cain and Abel

brother's keeper?”

8 Cain spoke to Abel his brother.[2l And when
they were in the field, Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him. 2 Then

the Lord said to Cain, “Where is Abel your

brother?” He said, “I do not know; am I my

him to stand straight as an
honest man, worthy of the
respect of his children and
contemporaries?

[H]e who begins to cleanse
himself will, with a cleansed
eye, easily discern yet other

Genesis 4:8-9 J.
opportunltles.

call forth its ally—L ies. For

violence has nothing to cover itself with but lies,
and lies can only persist through violence. And it is
not every day and not on every shoulder that
violence brings down its heavy hand: It demands of
us only a submission to lies, a daily participation in
deceit—and this suffices as our fealty.

And therein we find, neglected by us, the simplest,
the most accessible key to our liberation: a
personal nonparticipation in lies! Even if all is
covered by lies, even if all is under their rule, let us
resist in the smallest way: Let their rule hold not
through me!

And this is the way to break out of the imaginary
encirclement of our inertness, the easiest way for
us and the most devastating for the lies. For when
people renounce lies, lies simply cease to exist.
Like parasites, they can only survive when attached
to a person.

We are not called upon to step out onto the square
and shout out the truth, to say out loud what we
think—this is scary, we are not ready. But let us at
least refuse to say what we do not think!

And thus, overcoming

our temerity, let each
man choose: Will he

remain a witting Truth, and the Life

I AM the Way, and the

servant of the lies
(needless to say, not
due to natural
predisposition, but in
order to provide a
living for the family,
to rear the children in
the spirit of lies!), or
has the time come for

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you had known
me, you would have known my
Father also.ll From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”
John 14:6-7

Yes, at first it will not be fair.
Someone will have to temporarily lose his job. For
the young who seek to live by truth, this will at first
severely complicate life, for their tests and quizzes,
too, are stuffed with lies, and so choices will have
to be made. But there is no loophole left for anyone
who seeks to be honest: Not even for a day, not
even in the safest technical occupations can he
avoid even a single one of the listed choices—to be
made in favor of either truth or lies, in favor of
spiritual independence or spiritual servility. And as
for him who lacks the courage to defend even his
own soul: Let him not brag of his progressive
views, boast of his status as an academician or a
recognized artist, a distinguished citizen or general.
Let him say to himself plainly: I am cattle, | am a
coward, | seek only warmth and to eat my fill.

It will not be an easy path, perhaps, but it is the
easiest among those that lie before us. Not an easy
choice for the body, but the only one for the soul.
No, not an easy path, but then we already have
among us people, dozens even, who have for years
abided by all these rules, who live by the truth.

And so: We need not be the first to set out on this
path, Ours is but to join! The more of us set out
together, the thicker our ranks, the easier and
shorter will this path be for us all! If we become
thousands—they will not cope, they will be
unable to touch us. If we will grow to tens of
thousands—we will not recognize our country!

But if we shrink away, then let us cease
complaining that someone does not let us draw
breath—we do it to ourselves! Let us then cower
and hunker down, while our comrades the
biologists bring closer the day when our
thoughts can be read and our genes altered.
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2024 Hunters Place me something to drink..” 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of
M. Juliet. TN 37122 these brothers of mine, you did for me." Matthew 25:35, 40

.Juliet,

May 13, 2021

LWML Redeemer
800 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221

Dear Judy,

Greetings in the Name of the Lord!

The bright, smiling faces in Haiti greet you with deep appreciation for the noon meal you provide
them each day! Each time we visit the schools in Haiti, the students, principals and teachers
repeatedly want us to share with you how the feeding program has improved the lives of the children
at the school Absenteeism is reduced allowing the teachers to cover more topics instead of repeating
past lessons. The student’s attention spans are increased also as you see them eagerly learning and
sharing the love of God with their family and friends. They all asked for prayers to continue the
feeding program and the school.

Thank you for your support in spreading the Gospel to the hungry children in Haiti. | love seeing their
smiling faces as they prepare to have lunch that has been sent to them by wonderful donors such as
you. Your generous gift will provide physical food for the children as well as the never-ending love of
Jesus Christ to these children.

Serving Christ Together,

N

Denise Gudlin, Operations Manager
Nikki King/Julie Childs, Gift Response
Jennifer Perkins, Administrative Assistant

Tax Receipt: Every dollar provided 4 meals!

Date Amount Deductible | Sponsored Payment | Check Appeal
Received Amount School Type Number
5/11/2021 $200.00 $200.00 Check 1117 Presentation

Federal income tax law requires us to inform you that no goods or services were provided to you in return for your gift.
Therefore, within the limits prescribed by law, the full amount of your gift is deductible for federal income tax purposes. Please
retain this receipt for your records. Trinity HOPE tax ID number is 20-2216228.

2024 Hunters Place, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122 | P:615.400.4918 | WWW.TRINITYHOPE.ORG
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T el s June 2021
Correspondence from
Good Samaritan & Savann Plat

2 “\ '-x.-ﬂ.

Dear Members of Redeemer,

As another school year comes to an end, we are once again reminded how difficult life can be in Haiti. The children

you feed are incredibly blessed by the assurance that each day they come to school, they know they will receive a

nutritious meal. For many of these children, it is the only meal they can rely on every day. They may have the

opportunity to eat a banana or mango for breakfast, and maybe some will receive a couple pieces of bread for
dinner, but a nutritious meal that can truly sustain them for another day is often out of reach for
many of their families.

Life in Haiti is not getting any easier. The social unrest and instability continue, with an ever-

increasing number of kidnappings occurring. This has become a primary funding source for

“Bandits”, as the gangs demand ransom for their captors. In addition, now the country is facing an

alarming increase in the number of COVID cases they are seeing. One of our Feeding Program

Directors, who is also a pastor of a local church, wrote to us in a recent email, “We are worried

about the situation in Haiti this time with covid 19, yesterday a servant in my Church is struck by
this disease and she died immediately, yesterday the Guilgeaud school called me saying that a student fell quickly
suffering from the pandemic, he was taken to hospital.” As a very poor, third-world country, the Haitian government
has not purchased (or received) and vaccines. It is a very scary time for the people.

So, what are we to do? First, we must continue to pray for the people of Haiti every day. Pray that God will protect
them. Pray that God will lead them out of this crisis and that the people of Haiti will turn to Him for refuge. (*God is
our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” Psalms 46:1). Secondly, as the body of Christ, we must
also stand firm with our brothers and sisters, and not abandon them. The assurance the children in your school
have by knowing we are never going to leave them, and that they can rely on our help by providing a daily meal, is
very comforting. Although working in Haiti remains difficult, we held on to God’s words in 1 Corinthians 15:58, "Be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord.”

Through all of this, we continue to give God thanks for the many blessings He has provided the ministry of Trinity
HOPE. In every sense, He has protected us and positioned us well to withstand this difficult period. He has blessed
us with incredibly loyal and dedicated Feeding Program Directors in Haiti, allowing us to continue to operate in an
efficient and accountable manner, even though we personally cannot safely travel to the schools at this time. And
arguably most important, He has blessed us with YOU...a team of generous school sponsors that have partnered
with us to serve God by serving the children of Haiti. THANK YOU for your ongoing support and the trust you have
placed in Trinity HOPE. Our commitment remains that we will always be the best stewards .?',,‘
we can be with every dollar received, and that we will give God ALL the glory for each meal ||| Il
He provides. God is good!! L WO h‘E

Serving Christ Jesus Together
e

Keith Logan
Executive Director
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July 2021

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

3

4 Sixth Sunday

after Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

Door Offering

6:30pm
LWML

10

11 Seventh
Sunday after
Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine

Service

12
8 AA

13

14

15

16

17
9 Church
Work Day

18 Eighth
Sunday after
Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine

Service

19
8 AA

20

6:30 Council

21

22

23

24

25 Ninth Sunday
after Pentecost
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine
Service
Voters’ Assembly
LWML Mite
Collection

26
8 AA

27

28

29

30

31
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August 2021

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Tenth Sunday

after Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

Door Offering

8pm AA

3

4

10am Bible
Study

5

6

7

8 Eleventh

Sunday after

Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service

Sunday School

following Divine
Service

8pm AA

10

11

10am Bible
Study

12

13
6:30pm
LWML

14

15 Twelfth
Sunday after
Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine

Service

16
8pm AA

17

6:30 Council

18

10am Bible
Study

19

20

21

22 Thirteenth
Sunday after
Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine

Service

23
8pm AA

24

25
Bible Study -

NO CLASS

26

27

28
VBS

29 Fourteenth
Sunday after
Pentecost

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
following Divine

Service

30 8pm AA

31




Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Road

Nashville, TN 37221

(615) 646-3150

www.redeemernashville.org
info@redeemernashville.org
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