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Vows in the Church 
 

[Selected passages.  Please review the full rites.] 

 

Confirmation 

Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave to 

you in your Baptism?  Yes, I do. 
 

Do you renounce the devil?  Yes, I renounce him. 
 

Do you renounce all his works?  Yes, I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce all his ways?  Yes, I renounce them. 
 

Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?  I do, by the grace of 

God. 
 

Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain truth to God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?  I do, by the grace of God. 
 

Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather 

than fall away from it?  I do, by the grace of God. 

 

Reception into Membership 

Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with your prayers and the gifts 

God has given you?  I will, with the help of God. 

 

Holy Matrimony 

Name of bridegroom, will you have this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy 

estate of matrimony as God ordained it?  Will you nourish and cherish her as Christ loved His body, the 

Church, giving Himself up for her?  Will you love, honor, and keep her in sickness and in health and, 

forsaking all others, remain united to her alone, so long as you both shall live?  Then say:  I will.  I will. 
 

Name of bride, will you have this man to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy estate of 

matrimony as God ordained it?  Will you submit to him as the Church submits to Christ?  Will you love, 

honor, and keep him in sickness and in health and, forsaking all others, remain united to him alone, so 

long as you both shall live?  Then say:  I will.  I will. 
(Continued on the next page.) 
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Ordination 

Do you promise that you will perform the duties of your office in accordance with these [Lutheran] 

Confessions, and that all your preaching and teaching and your administration of the Sacraments will be 

in conformity with Holy Scripture and with these Confessions?  Yes, I promise, with the help of God. 
 

Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian doctrine, will you 

forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you?  

Will you minister faithfully to the sick and dying, and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and 

read ministry centered in the Gospel?  Will you admonish and encourage the people to a lively 

confidence in Christ and in holy living?  Yes, I will, with the help of God. 

 

                                                                                                                                     – Pastor    
 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
Jonah & Emory (Teresa Suedekum’s cousins,  

 

 

Please update Pastor and the church office on 

these needs.  
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Daily Lutheran Bible Study hosted by Pr. Will 

Weedon. 

 

  

Answer to Prayer  
 

Almighty God, You have promised to 

hear the petitions of those who ask in 

Your Son’s name. Mercifully incline 

Your ears to us who have now made our 

prayers and supplications to You, and 

grant that those things that we have 

faithfully asked according to Your will 

we may receive to meet our need and 

bring glory to You; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Collect Answer to Prayer [2]  

LSB Altar Book p.452 

Gradual for The Season after 

Pentecost (*Proper 3-8) 
 

Great is the LORD,  

and greatly | to be praised,* 

and his greatness is un- | searchable. 

On your wondrous works,  

I will | meditate,* 

and I will declare your | greatness. 
 

Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 

*The Gradual for the Season after Pentecost changes 

as the season progresses. The Gradual is a step (Latin 

translation) from the Old Testament reading to the 

Epistle reading in the Divine Service.  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

 

For the Month of June 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
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Evening and Morning   

Lutheran Service Book 726 
(adapted from hymn study by Larry A. Peters 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 

 

Introduction 

We work hard to distance our lives from 

suffering, yet it still comes near us. Some face it 

with anger and resentment; others with grim 

resolve. Some seem to meet suffering with 

surprising joy and peace. How can we learn to 

meet suffering and trials with faith? Where do 

you obtain that peace and joy which are not 

diminished by the troubles of this mortal life? 
 

If you knew of the life of hymn writer Paul 

Gerhardt (1607–76), you might find him a model 

for maintaining the holy joy of faith amid trials. 

Although his life was marked with personal 

suffering and loss during the Thirty Years’ War, 

his hymns radiate joy. Despite a pastoral 

vocation lived out among persecution and 

conflict, his heart overflowed with faith and the 

peace that passes understanding.  
 

Today we focus on one of his lesser-known This 

hymn text, “Evening and Morning, is one of hiss 

lesser-known. It is a hymn that sings of “Joys 

e’er increasing / And peace never ceasing” (st. 

3). 

 

Exploring the Scriptures 

The readings (Job 38:1-11; Psalm 124; 2 

Corinthians 6:1-13; Mark 4:35-41) for Pentecost 

4 (June 20, 2021) all speak to the storms of life 

and the God who is with us in these storms and 

even stills them. Read Psalm 107:28–32. Note 

that verses 28–30 preview the Gospel for 

Pentecost 4. In Psalm 124, notice how our 

enemies are described as a raging flood that 

seeks to sweep us away and kill us. Job (Job 

42:1-6) is the classic example of faith under 

duress. When God speaks of “limits” in Job 

38:10, He has placed limits upon our enemies 

and on what we must endure.  

 

 

Exploring the Hymn 

Background 

Paul Gerhardt wrote 12 stanzas of hope and 

confidence in God’s mercy while living through 

the destruction of war, the terror of death and 

disillusionment in his personal life. He has been 

called the greatest of the Lutheran hymn writers, 

and truly his gift flowed from a strong and 

vibrant faith in God’s grace and benevolent will. 

Read through his other hymns and you find a 

constant strain of joy and peace no matter how 

difficult the circumstances of life. In this hymn, 

he invites us to see suffering through the eyes of 

faith and trust in God.  

 

Text 

As you read through this hymn, notice the 

concrete images used by Gerhardt. This is not 

about feelings or sentiment, but the consolation 

that is real and genuine. Take note of his first-

person perspective.  
 

The first stanza begins from the perspective of 

God the Creator (Job 38:1–11). The times and 

seasons of life and the physical blessings of life 

are all God’s works to us. The Lord is the source 

of all that is good.  
 

The second stanza reads like a prayer. Look at 

the various petitions expressed here: We pray for 

God to listen, forgive, calm, cleanse and guide 

us.  
 

We find the things that afflict us “for a little 

while” (1 Peter 1:6) and the eternal treasures 

prepared for us in Christ contrasted in stanza 3. 

First Peter 1:3–9 speaks to this very well.  
 

The final thought (st. 4) is one of praise and 

thanksgiving. Read through the words to see 

what God desires from us for all that He has 

done to deliver us from the storms of this life.  

 

Making the Connection 

Scripture reminds us that God’s mercies are new 

to us each morning. We must be reminded of 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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this, because our tendency is to focus on all that 

is wrong. Scripture also reminds us that it rains 

on the unjust as well as the just. In other words, 

mercy is different from justice. Though we often 

think we want justice, God offers us mercy. This 

mercy is the greater gift, though it is often hidden 

in moments of suffering, trial and trouble.  

 

In Closing 

In the Our Father, we pray, “Deliver us from 

evil.” Though we mean “do not let evil 

(suffering) touch our lives,” we know that as 

long as we wear this flesh, we will face struggle 

and endure suffering. If these will not go away, 

what does God supply us to deal with them? The 

hymn reminds us that the gifts of God in the 

midst of the storm are His presence, mercy, 

pardon, calm, guidance, joy and peace in Christ. 

He will not leave or forsake us — ever!  

 

Prayer 

Almighty God, in Your mercy guide the course 

of this world so that Your Church may joyfully 

serve You in godly peace and quietness; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen (Collect for Proper 7B).  

 

Evening and Morning  LSB 726 

1  Evening and morning, 

Sunset and dawning, 

    Wealth, peace, and gladness, 

    Comfort in sadness: 

These are Thy works; all the glory be Thine! 

Times without number, 

Awake or in slumber, 

    Thine eye observes us, 

    From danger preserves us, 

Causing Thy mercy upon us to shine. 
 

2  Father, O hear me, 

Pardon and spare me; 

    Calm all my terrors, 

    Blot out my errors 

That by Thine eyes they may no more be 

scanned. 

Order my goings, 

Direct all my doings; 

    As it may please Thee, 

    Retain or release me; 

All I commit to Thy fatherly hand. 
 

3  Ills that still grieve me 

Soon are to leave me; 

    Though billows tower, 

    And winds gain power, 

After the storm the fair sun shows its face. 

Joys e’er increasing 

And peace never ceasing: 

    These shall I treasure 

    And share in full measure 

When in His mansions God grants me a place. 
 

4  To God in heaven 

All praise be given! 

    Come, let us offer 

    And gladly proffer 

To the Creator the gifts He doth prize. 

He well receiveth 

A heart that believeth; 

    Hymns that adore Him 

    Are precious before Him 

And to His throne like sweet incense arise. 
 

© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License 

.NET, no. 100012643. 

Public domain 

 

 

1 Peter 5:6–11 
6Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time 

he may exalt you, 7casting all your anxieties on 

him, because he cares for you. 8Be sober-

minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil 

prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. 9Resist him, firm in your 

faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering 

are being experienced by your brotherhood 

throughout the world. 10And after you have 

suffered a little while, the God of all grace, 

who has called you to his eternal glory in 

Christ, will himself restore, confirm, 

strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
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Serving the Lord in Prague 
News from the Kasters     April 2021 
 

 
Deacon Martin Damašek sits 

for his pastoral exams 
 

Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, 

and give thanks to his holy name. 
Psalm 30:4 (ESV) 

 

Honestly, time has just gotten away from us this 

month ... so, we do not have a full newsletter to 

send. But we did not want to fail to report to 

you the good news of this past month. We were 

sent here so that Dale could work with Martin 

Damašek, a deacon in the Evangelical Church 

of the Augsburg Confession (ECAV.) In the 

past two years, Martin has grown in theology, 

preaching, and pastoral care. Now, having 

submitted an academic paper on the topic of 

pastoral care and having sat for his oral 

  

examination with the clergy of the ECAV, 

Martin has been approved for ordination. The 

date has not been fixed, but it could be as 

early as this coming autumn. For all of this, 

we sing the praises of the Lord, thanking Him 

for His work in Martin. Now, we pray that a 

good fit for him will be assigned to him here 

in the Czech Republic. Please, join us in 

praising the Lord for this milestone; and pray 

for all pastors and other servants of the 

Church, that through them the Gospel may be 

preached to all nations. 
 

You can 

always hear 

what is being 

proclaimed 

from the pulpit 

of St. Michael 

Lutheran 

Church here in 

Prague. Each 

sermon is recorded and uploaded to our 

Podbean account. Just click this link and you 

can either listen to the sermon online or 

download it for later listening. 

 

Letters to the Saints of Redeemer 
 

 

https://facebook.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3c971d199c3de8479ca40f7&id=40b8d9d01f&e=4edc51be7b
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June 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 

 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 Second 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Door Offering 
 

7 
8 AA 

8 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

 

11 
6:30pm 

LWML 

12 

 

13 Third Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 
 

14 
8 AA 

15 
6:30 Council 

16 

 

17 18 

 

19 

 

20 Fourth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Father’s Day 
 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

27 Fifth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

LWML Mite 
Collection 
 

28 

 

29 

 

30 
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