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How Often Should I Talk About 

Christianity to My Adult Children 

Who Have Left the Faith? 
 

 The August edition of the Lutheran Witness had as its theme, Pastor I have a question . . .  The 

edition was filled with articles based on the questions that pastors or other professional church workers 

most often hear.  One article was titled, “How Often Should I Talk About Christianity to My Adult 

Children Who Have Left the Faith?”  Author Rev. Jacob Sutton answers boldly in the first sentence, but 

in general terms.  He says parents should speak to their children, “Often, always, patiently, persistently 

and zealously.  Christian parents want to see their children have blessed lives now and to join them in 

heaven for all eternity.  That responsibility does not change simply because their children grow up.”  

Note that Rev. Sutton answers – he says, “often,” even “always” – yet he doesn’t answer the specific, 

tactical concerns that parents have in approaching their adult children.  That being said, the article is still 

good for what it gives, including this important point: 

 

Sometimes parents are afraid to speak the Word of God out of fear of further estrangement from 

their children.  They try to be less a parent and more of a friend.  However, God does not send 

parents always to approve of their children’s choices but to tell their children what they do not 

necessarily want to hear, that is, what they need to hear from God’s Word.  Parents do this 

because eternal salvation is at stake. 

 

 Here’s my take on the question.  First of all, people don’t usually ask me, “Pastor, how often 

should I speak to my adult children about the faith?”  I’m not really sure what that means.  Occasionally, 

parents may drop some information on how they are handling the situation with their adult children.  

This may indicate the desire for approval, or it may be the invitation for suggestions.  The lack of a 

question, though, may indicate that they don’t want strong guidance that would bind their consciences.  

It may also reveal a struggle with guilt. 

 Basically, the question that parents have, whether they ask it or not, whether they really want to 

hear an answer or not, is:  “At Thanksgiving [or another holiday, a birthday, etc.] should I bring up my 

concern to my son or daughter, or should I just be there and not push things?”  That’s really the 

question.  “Should I risk talking religion while we are peeling potatoes or washing cranberries or rolling 

out the dough for pies?  Is it appropriate?”  It’s a terribly distressing dilemma for Christian parents, and 

there is a lot of chatter that happens in the mind:  “If I do speak up, I could ruin the holiday.  If I don’t 

speak, my son might think I approve of his family not being Christian and not going to church.  Maybe I 

should write a letter.  Should I let it go?” 
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 Rev. Sutton says:  “Always.”  I agree.  Even at Thanksgiving!  This means that right after you 

and your daughter slide the turkey into the oven and take off the aprons, it is appropriate to say, “I want 

to talk to you about Christ and the Christian faith that I taught you.”  I am a fan of being sincere and 

pouring out your heart to your loved ones.  Say, “I love you and respect you, but you are sinning, and I 

want you to receive the gifts of Christ regularly, and to rejoice in his forgiveness and the certainty of 

salvation.”  Tell your son or daughter, “You are my child, but you were also made a child of God 

through the holy waters of Baptism.”  Say, “I’m going to keep reminding you of your baptism and your 

identity in Christ because I love you.” 

 I would caution about just saying, “You need to be in church.”  It is law command, it makes 

church attendance seem like a requirement to be right with God, and it doesn’t extol the gifts of Christ.  

It also presents as if going to any church is fine.  What church a person attends does matter.   

 If you forget to discuss Christianity during a visit or phone call with you son or daughter, you are 

not condemned or failing.  Just speak whenever the Lord puts it on your heart.  If, however, you decide 

not to speak your heart and you “play it safe,” consider the possibility that one day your daughter may 

turn back in repentance and faith (through the Word spoken by others), and then she will ask you why 

you didn’t reach out to her when she was lost. 

 The last thing to consider is that you are not going to spiritually damage your son or daughter by 

speaking boldly about Christ.  Perhaps it may not be well received and will lead to further estrangement, 

but it won’t thwart God saving his elect.  Not one of His will be lost (Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:29-30; John 

10:27-29). 

 Go ahead and play out in your mind the worst-case scenario.  Your daughter could say, “Mom, 

how could you do this on the holiday?”  What would you say in response?  How about, “Because I love 

you, honey, and your Lord Jesus loves you.  We can talk later when you are ready.  Now pass the 

whipped cream for this delicious piece of pie.” 

 You will never overstep a boundary by speaking to your child about salvation in Christ alone.  

You will not ruin Thanksgiving.  Your son or daughter may even one day give thanks to God for your 

Christian outreach and love. 

 Pray.  Receive the forgiveness of your sins.  Speak “often, always, patiently, persistently and 

zealously,” while trusting the God who loves your/His son or daughter more than even you can. 

 (Consider also the question of how faithful adult children are to speak to their parents who have 

left the faith or have become lax in their doctrine.  I introduced this question in the Sunday Bible class.  I 

would love to hear your thoughts and experiences.) 

 

                                                                                                                                     – Pastor    
 

 

8“Or what woman, having ten silver 

coins, if she loses one coin, does not 

light a lamp and sweep the house and 

seek diligently until she finds it? 9And 

when she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, 

saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have 

found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just 

so, I tell you, there is joy before the 

angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 

Luke 15:8-10 



 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
 

 

Please update Pastor and the 

church office on these needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 



4 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

Collect for the Church  
 

Merciful God, we humbly implore You to 

cast the bright beams of Your light upon 

Your Church that we, being instructed by the 

doctrine of the blessed apostles, may walk in 

the light of Your truth and finally attain to 

the light of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 
 

LSB Altar Book p.427 

Gradual for The Season after 

Pentecost (*Proper 21-24) 
 

He will command his angels  

con- | cerning you * 

to guard you  

in | all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, | O my soul, * 

and all that is within me,  

bless his | holy name! 
 

Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

*The Gradual for the Season after Pentecost changes 

as the season progresses. The Gradual is a step (Latin 

translation) from the Old Testament reading to the 

Epistle reading in the Divine Service.  

 

For the Month of September 
 

Birthdays 

 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 

 

Consecration 

Sunday 
 

October 17 
 

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the 

biblical teaching of the need of the giver to 

give, rather than on the need of the Church to 

receive. Continually receiving forgiveness of 

sins in Jesus Christ, as well as daily bread, 

the Christian turns to offer thanksgiving to 

God for all things.  
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
Lutheran Service Book 656/657   

(adapted from hymn study by Marion Lars 

Hendrickson found at 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-

studies) 
 

Introduction  

Martin Luther (1483–1546) wrote a poem to serve 

as the preface to Joseph Klug’s Geistliche Lieder, 

revised and published in Wittenberg in 1543. In his 

poem, Luther wrote, in part, “Of all the joys that 

are on earth / Is none more dear nor higher worth, / 

Than what in my sweet songs is found / And 

instruments of various sound. / Where friends and 

comrades sing in tune, / All evil passions vanish 

soon. … The heart grows still when I am heard, / 

And opens to God’s Truth and Word.” 
 

Luther’s own hymn, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 

God,” has captured these very sentiments over the 

five centuries since he wrote the text and 

composed the tune. Luther’s famous hymn is 

inspired by the words of Psalm 46 and the comfort 

Luther himself found in this psalm. 
 

Exploring the Hymn  

Background  

While Luther’s hymn has been employed in 

triumphal ways — the Swedish Lutheran king 

Gustavus Adolphus made his army sing this hymn 

before the Battle of Leipzig in 1631; the 19th-

century German literary figure Heinrich Heine 

(1797–1856) called it the Marseillaise of the 

Reformation — Luther himself called it a hymn of 

comfort. In the period 1527–31, when the hymn 

began to appear in a number of hymnals, Luther 

was surrounded by troubles. In 1527, 10 years had 

passed since Luther posted his 95 Theses in 

Wittenberg. During this time and after, he was 

buffeted by theological and political storms. His 

own life was in danger from the empire, from 

Rome and from outbreaks of the plague. The 

darkness of depression often closed in on him. 

Whenever Luther’s world would “roar and foam” 

like the waters in Ps. 46:3, he would invite his 

friends to join him in singing this hymn. In 1530 at 

Coburg, while awaiting the outcome of the Diet of  
 

 
 

Augsburg, Luther sang his hymn often, perhaps 

daily. 
 

Text 

While Luther found inspiration for his hymn in the 

words of Psalm 46, he did not confine himself to 

that text alone. In Rev. 19:11–16, St. John sees a 

A Mighty Fortress  LSB 656 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 
 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 
 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
 

Public domain 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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vision of a conquering rider on a white horse, who 

“in righteousness … judges and makes war” (v. 

11). In Eph. 6:10–17 St. Paul uses the imagery of a 

Roman soldier dressed for battle as an illustration 

of the protection given to Christians by the Word 

of God. Notice also in Rom. 8:31–39. St. Paul’s 

answer to his list of questions is verse 37: “No, in 

all these things we are more than conquerors 

through him who loved us.” 
 

Making the Connection 

In the preface to the Wittenberg edition of his 

writings, Luther wrote, “I want to point out to you 

a correct way of studying theology, for I have had 

practice in that. … This is the way taught by holy 

King David … in the one hundred nineteenth 

Psalm. There you will find three rules, amply 

presented throughout the whole Psalm. They are 

Oratio [prayer], Meditatio [meditation], Tentatio 

[affliction, trial]” (AE 34:285). 
 

In Closing 

As Luther said in his hymnal preface for Klug’s 

Geistliche Lieder, where people of faith sing 

hymns, there is joy, “all evil passions vanish soon” 

and hearts are stilled and open to God’s Word.  
 

Prayer 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy 

Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in 

Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in 

times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, 

and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen (Collect for 

Reformation Day).  
 

 
Matin Luther 

Trust Not in Princes, 
 

they are but mortal. So we read in the psalms, and 

so we sing in the hymn. But, it's also among the 

most misused lines among us, especially when it 

comes to elections. Usually, it's meant to put things 

in perspective, to remind us that all things are in 

God's hands. Well and good, but something more 

is at work. It is also used to express an indifference 

towards politics, and to promote a kind of laziness 

of body and mind, as if political things do not 

matter. 
 

On the contrary, it's precisely because we do not 

trust in princes that we engage in politics. We fully 

recognize that princes are mortal, that political 

leaders come and go, but their policies have a 

profound impact on our lives, and more 

importantly, on the lives of others. So, we must 

pray and be political. As an analogy, we would 

never justify abandoning our kids because they 

have a heavenly father. Being a good father, and 

honoring our heavenly father go hand in hand. 

Likewise, because we trust in God alone, we are 

bold to speak in the political arena for the unborn. 

Because we trust in God, we fight against all who 

would persecute Christians for living out their 

faith, whether it's Barronelle Stutzman or Jack 

Phillips, or the poor John Kluge, an Indiana teacher 

fired for not playing along with the gender 

madness.  
 

Precisely because we trust in God and not princes, 

we fight when fighting is called for, we speak for 

those who cannot speak for themselves, and we are 

courageous, knowing that we must fear God, and 

not princes. When we shrug our shoulders, or do 

nothing while piously saying all things are in God's 

hands, we neglect our duty. If we believed that all 

things were God's hands, we would be eager, and 

pray that it was through our hands and by our 

voices that God would bring help to our neighbor 

who needs us. 

 

Rev. Dr. Peter J. Scaer   

(Originally posted on Dr. Scaer’s Facebook page. 

Dr. Scaer is the Chairman and Professor of 

Exegetical Theology at Concordia Theological 

Seminary in Ft. Wayne, IN.) 

 

 

 

https://www.ctsfw.edu/about/faculty/dr-peter-scaer/
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The "Lutheran" Solas in the Fathers of 

the Church 
 

Compiled by Rev. William Weedon 
https://issuesetcarchive.org/issues_site/resource/archives/weedon.htm  

 

Some Fathers on Sola Scriptura 
"Let the inspired Scriptures then be our umpire, 

and the vote of truth will be given to those whose 

dogmas are found to agree with the Divine 

words." - St. Gregory of Nyssa (On the Holy 

Trinity, NPNF, p. 327). 
 

"We are not content simply because this is the 

tradition of the Fathers. What is important is that 

the Fathers followed the meaning of the 

Scripture." - St. Basil the Great (On the Holy 

Spirit, Chapter 7, par. 16) 
 

Some Fathers on Sola Gratia 

"After speaking of the wages of sin, in the case of 

blessings, he has not kept to the same order: for he 

does not say, the wages of your good deeds, but 

the gift of God: to show, that it was not of 

themselves that they were freed, nor was it a due 

they received, neither yet a return, nor a 

recompense of labors, but by grace all these things 

came about. And so there was superiority for this 

cause also, in that He did not free them only, or 

change their condition for the better, but that He 

did it without any labor or trouble upon their part: 

and that He not only freed them, but also gave 

them more than before, and that through His Son." 

- St. John Chrysostom (Epistle to the Romans, 

Homily 12, Rom 6:23) 
 

Suppose someone should be caught in the act of 

adultery and the foulest crimes and then be 

thrown into prison. Suppose, next, that judgment 

was going to be passed against him and that he 

would be condemned. Suppose that just at that 

moment a letter should come from the Emperor 

setting free from any accounting or examination 

all those detained in prison. If the prisoner should 

refuse to take advantage of the pardon, remain 

obstinate and choose to be brought to trial, to give 

an account, and to undergo punishment, he will 

not be able thereafter to avail himself of the 

Emperor's favor. For when he made himself 

accountable to the court, examination, and 

sentence, he chose of his own accord to deprive 

himself of the imperial gift. This is what happened 

in the case of the Jews. Look how it is. All human 

nature was taken in the foulest evils. "All have 

sinned," says Paul. They were locked, as it were, 

in a prison by the curse of their transgression of 

the Law. The sentence of the judge was going to 

be passed against them. A letter from the King 

came down from heaven. Rather, the King himself 

came.  Without examination, without exacting an 

account, he set all men free from the chains of 

their sins. All, then, who run to Christ are saved 

by his grace and profit from his gift. But those 

who wish to find justification from the Law will 

also fall from grace. They will not be able to 

enjoy the King's loving-kindness because they are 

striving to gain salvation by their own efforts; 

they will draw down on themselves the curse of 

the Law because by the works of the Law no flesh 

will find justification. - St. John Chrysostom 

(Discourses Against Judaizing 

Christians.  Discourse I:6-II:1) 
 

Some Fathers on Sola Fide 

"Human beings can be saved from the ancient 

serpent in no other way than by believing in him 

who, when he was raised up from the earth on the 

tree of martyrdom in the likeness of sinful flesh, 

drew all things to himself and gave life to the 

dead." - Irenaeus (Against the Heresies, IV, 2, 7). 
 

"Indeed, this is the perfect and complete 

glorification of God, when one does not exult in 

his own righteousness, but recognizing oneself as 

lacking true righteousness to be justified by faith 

alone in Christ." - St. Basil the Great (Homily on 

Humility, PG 31.532; TFoTC vol. 9, p. 479) 
 

"They said that he who adhered to faith alone was 

cursed; but he, Paul, shows that he who adhered to 

faith alone is blessed." - St. John Chrysostom 

(First Corinthians, Homily 20, PG 61.164) 
 

Some Fathers on Solus Christus 

Take therefore first, as an indestructible 

foundation, the Cross, and build upon it the other 

articles of the faith. - St. Cyril of Jerusalem 

(Catechetical Lecture 13:38) 
 

"Christ is Master by virtue of His own essence 

and Master by virtue of His incarnate life. For He 

creates man from nothing, and through His own 

blood redeems him when dead in sin; and to those 

who believe in Him He has given His grace. 

When Scripture says, 'He will reward every man 

https://issuesetcarchive.org/issues_site/resource/archives/weedon.htm
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according to his works' (Matt 16:27), do not 

imagine that works in themselves merit either hell 

or the kingdom. On the contrary, Christ rewards 

each man according to whether his works are 

done with faith or without faith in Himself; and 

He is not a dealer bound by contract, but our 

Creator and Redeemer." St. Mark the Ascetic (ca. 

425), (On those who think that they are made 

righteous by works – in the Philokalia) 
 

Lutheran Approach to the Fathers 

"They were human beings who could err and be 

deceived." Ap XXVI:95 
 

"For we love and venerate the testimonies of the 

ancient and purer church, by whose agreement we 

are both aided and confirmed; but our faith must 

rest on the word of God, no on human authority. 

Therefore we do not set the testimonies of the 

fathers over the Scripture, but subordinate them to 

it." – Martin Chemnitz, Examen I:150 

 

 

 

October Seminary News 
 

Thank you all for your generous support and care!   
 

Fall classes have started and we have a full slate of 

fun!  This semester I am taking The Torah, 

Systematics I, Lutheranism in America, and 

Worship and the Word.  On top of that we are 

keeping sharp in Greek through the Greek Lab, 

Hebrew through our Hebrew Lab, and 

professional development through Formation 

Lab.   
 

I write this letter in the midst of a powerful 

thunderstorm.  I don’t enjoy thunderstorms.  I have 

had some really close calls with lightning.  The 

randomness of when and where lightning will 

strike is unsettling and the crash of thunder is 

frightening. You would think that I would be used 

to thunderstorms, having lived in Florida for 15 

years, but I have not come to terms with them.    
 

One of my assignments is to read Exodus from 

start to finish in one sitting multiple times this 

week.  One of the subplots to the story is how God 

chooses to reveal himself to Moses and the 

Israelites.  In Chapter 19 we read about God 

revealing himself to the Israelites on Mt. Sinai.  

Starting in v. 16 God shows up in “thunders and 

lightning and a thick cloud on the mountain and a 

very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the 

camp trembled.  Then Moses brought the people 

out of the camp to meet God,” That had to be 

frightening!  
 

Many times, God identifies Himself by what He 

has done (I AM the God that created/ brought out 

of Egypt/redeemed you/ etc.) and at other times He 

identifies Himself through His traits.  When we 

pick up the story in chapter 34 God is going to tell 

Moses his name and pass before him. In vs 6 we 

read “The LORD passed before him and 

proclaimed, “The LORD, The LORD, a God 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness…”.   
 

What a great God we have.  His power could be a 

threat to us, instead it is comforting.  The God who 

has power greater than any lightning and thunder, 

chose to exhibit that power ultimately in His Son, 

Jesus on a cross.  His grace and mercy are what we 

receive instead of wrath because He is slow to 

anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness.  For all this we thank, praise, serve 

and obey Him.  This is most certainly true! 
 

On a personal note, the boys are doing well.  Pete 

works at a great restaurant, Lowood, located 

downtown Tulsa.  William is in Poland with the 

Army and will be home right after Christmas.  

Steven was part of the Kabul airlift but is home 

safe now. His C-17 crew made three trips and 

brought about 1500 people out of Afghanistan.  

Thank God! 
 

Again, thank you for all of your support.  Seminary 

can be very difficult, and we need your financial 

and prayer support.  
 

Deon and Debra Hull 
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October 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 2 
6-9 Fall Mixer  
 

3 Nineteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Sunday 

Door Offering 

Sunday School following 

Divine Service 
 

4 
8pm AA 

5 

 

6 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

7 8 
6:30pm 

LWML 

9 

10 Twentieth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School following 

Divine Service 

Confirmation 
 

11 
8pm AA 

12 

 

13 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

14 15 16 

 

17 Twenty-first 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Consecration Sunday 

Consecration Meal  

Time & Talents  

Confirmation 
 

18 
8pm AA 

19 
6:30 Council - 

Budget 

20 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

21 22 23 
8:30pm 

Men’s 

Breakfast – 
“Live Not by 

Lies” 

24 Twenty-second 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
8:30 Confirmation 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School following 

Divine Service 

Voters’ Assembly 

6 Jr. & Sr. Youth @ the 

Young’s  
 

25 
8pm AA 

26 
10 Ladies 

Home 

Improvement 

Group 

27 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

28 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

31 Reformation 

Day  
8:30 Confirmation 

9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection 

Reformation Day Pot-

luck  
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