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The Church as the Answer 
 

 Recently I attended a conservative values conference.  I was hoping to receive encouragement 

and solutions from those who are plugged into the political and activist realms.  While the day did 

deliver somewhat on my expectations, what shocked me was how much the Church was referenced in 

connection to our current cultural slide towards Gomorrah.  To tell you the truth, at the end of the event, 

I felt kind of beat up.  Many of the speakers berated pastors in general for not proclaiming the truth of 

the Gospel and for letting their churches get hijacked by social justice movements like Black Lives 

Matter, transgender rights, pro-abortion agendas, and other trends rooted in socialism or the 

redistribution of influence and wealth.  They also berated pastors and congregations for being afraid to 

stand on God’s Word alone regardless of the consequences. 

 It was a surprising realization.  I was looking to the political and family values organizations for 

hope and help, and they were looking to the Church!  The speakers stated over and over that the key to 

victory is the Church stepping up. 

 To be clear, many of the speakers were from evangelical denominations that believe in the Two-

Kingdom theology of “Christ transforming culture,” whereas Lutherans hold to “Christ and culture in 

paradox.”  Nevertheless, the conference got me thinking about how the Church has contributed to the 

mess we are in nationally and globally and what the Church’s role is to be going forward. 

 As Christians we are certainly not to withdraw from the culture.  We are to engage it.  Perhaps 

you caught the little article from Dr. Peter Scaer that was included in the October newsletter.  Dr. Scaer 

writes, 
 

It’s precisely because we do not trust in princes that we engage in politics.  We fully recognize 

that princes are mortal, that political leaders come and go, but their policies have a profound 

impact on our lives, and more importantly, on the lives of others.  So, we must pray and be 

political. . .  
 

Precisely because we trust in God and not in princes, we fight when fighting is called for, we 

speak for those who cannot speak for themselves, and we are courageous, knowing that we must 

fear God, and not princes.  When we shrug our shoulders, or do nothing while piously saying all 

things are in God’s hands, we neglect our duty.  If we believed that all things were in God’s 

hands, we would be eager, and pray that it was through our hands and by our voices that God 

would bring help to our neighbor who needs us (Posted on Dr. Scaer’s Facebook page). 
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This suggests that there is even more for us to do than just having our theology right, which, or course, 

is huge!  I will leave you to pray about how you can bring your Christian values and voice to the 

problems in our culture. 

 I do not pretend to have all the answers, but I know the victory is already won through Christ.  I 

know that our Lord said to his disciples, “In the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have 

overcome the world” (Jn. 16:33b). 

 There is one question from the conference that I can take a stab at answering.  During the Q & A 

segment, one woman asked the panel, “What should we do if our pastor is not speaking the truth and is 

not addressing the assaults on the truth by the culture?”  First, let me relate that one of the panelists said, 

“If your church is silent on the godless culture or has adopted a socialist agenda and ministry, you 

should try to correct your pastor and leadership, but if that doesn’t work, leave.  Even if you have to 

drive thirty minutes, go to a church that is teaching the truth.”  I concur, but this is my answer: 
 

Go to you pastor and say, “I know you are afraid.  But I will stand with you, and God is with us.  

“If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).  We need your leadership, Pastor.  You 

are to be our shepherd who protects the flock.  You are to do battle with “the sword of the Spirit” 

(Eph. 6:17) confident in the victory.  You were born “from above” (Jn. 3:3) and ordained “for 

such a time as this” (Esther 4:14).  I am praying for you, Pastor, and I will defend you as you 

proclaim the truth about the sanctity of every human life, the holiness of God’s law as how we 

are to live, and the redemption and hope offered to every person through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus.”   
 

 If you can think of what I may say or do in order to support you in engaging the culture in your 

vocations, I am happy to listen and to grow in how I may become a better pastor. 

 The lesson from the conference was correct, if not exactly as every speaker articulated it.  I don’t 

know why I didn’t see it more clearly.  The Church, that is, the true Church, is the key to everything in 

this world because it is founded on the truth given through the apostles and the prophets, Christ Jesus, 

the Truth himself, being the cornerstone (Eph. 2:20).  Only the Church can help a sick culture.  The 

Church alone will endure the assaults from the gates of hell itself and will stand in the end (Matt. 16:18).  

Therefore, while we look not for a perfect culture or a utopia on earth, we Christians have something to 

offer even as it is so often rejected.  The Church is the answer.   
 

                                                                 – Pastor    

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for the Holy Ministry  
 

O almighty God, Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

gave to His holy apostles many excellent 

gifts and commanded them earnestly to feed 

His flock. Make all pastors diligent to preach 

Your holy Word and the people obedient to 

follow it that together they may receive the 

crown of everlasting glory; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

LSB Altar Book p.430 

Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying 

LSB 826 st.2 

If you cannot be a watchman, 

    Standing high on Zion’s wall, 

Pointing out the path to heaven, 

    Off’ring life and peace to all, 

With your prayers and with your bounties 

    You can do what God commands; 

You can be like faithful Aaron, 

    Holding up the prophet’s hands. 
 

Public Domain 



 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 

  

 
 

Please update Pastor and the 

church office on these needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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Collect for the Church  
 

O Lord, graciously receive the prayers of 

Your Church that, being delivered from all 

adversity and error, it may serve You in 

safety and freedom and dwell in Your peace; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

LSB Altar Book p.427 

Gradual for The Season after 

Pentecost (*Proper 25-29) 
 

These are the ones coming out of  

the great tribu- | lation.* 

They have washed their robes and made them 

white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

Blessèd are those whose strength  

is | in you,* 

in whose heart are the  

highways to | Zion. 
 

Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5 

*The Gradual for the Season after Pentecost changes 

as the season progresses. The Gradual is a step (Latin 

translation) from the Old Testament reading to the 

Epistle reading in the Divine Service.  

 

For the Month of November 
 

Birthdays 

 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 

Kroger Community Rewards 

Program 
Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you 
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their 
Community Rewards Program online 
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly 
check. Redeemer has elected to place 

these dollars in the Sanctuary 
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just 

received a check for $55.09. Simple, 
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s 

office for details on how to participate. 
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Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Lutheran Service Book 336    

(adapted from hymn study by Kim L. Scharff found at 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 

 

Introduction  

Every now and then we hear of someone who 

claims to know when our Lord Jesus Christ is 

going to return. Though Jesus Himself says that the 

day and hour of His return is known only to the 

Father (Matt. 24:36), still there are those who, 

from time to time, insist that they know the  

unknowable. Of course, they are inevitably proven 

wrong. An interest on the part of the Christian in 

the return of Christ is, however, a healthy thing. 

Jesus encourages us to give attention to the “signs 

of the times,” that is, to pay heed to the things 

going on around us in our world, for they are 

indicators and reminders that He will return “to 

judge the living and the dead” (Apostles’ Creed).  

 

Exploring the Hymn 

Background 

The text of this hymn, as it finally reaches us in 

Lutheran Service Book (LSB), has a somewhat 

complex history. The author, Charles Wesley 

(1707–1788), began with a hymn text by John 

Cennick (1718–1755), but then all but rewrote 

Cennick’s hymn. After Wesley’s publication of his 

text in 1758, Martin Madan (1726–1790), a 

London hospital founder and chaplain, further  

edited Wesley’s text, restoring some of Cennick’s 

original work. However, the text, as we have it in 

LSB, is largely that of Wesley, with a few 

important alterations.  
 

Wesley was a prolific author of hymn texts, 

producing over 6,000 of them. The majority of 

those texts are no longer heard, but some have 

become among the most popular hymn texts ever 

written, being used in hymnals of many Christian 

traditions. Wesley’s best hymns are rich in 

theology and warm in evangelical character. LSB 

contains several Wesley texts. Take a quick look at 

a few of them: 338, 380, 457 and 469. Ask the 

following questions about each: (1) How is the 

Gospel explicitly portrayed? and (2) How is 

Christian hope illustrated?  

 

 

 

Text 

The entire focus of the hymn is on the return of 

Christ at the end of the age. In the Lord’s Prayer 

we pray, “Thy kingdom come.” In the Large 

Catechism, Luther says about the Second Petition, 

“From this you see that we do not pray here for a 

crust of bread or a temporal, perishable good. 

Instead, we pray for an eternal inestimable treasure 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  LSB 

336 

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 

    Once for ev’ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending 

    Swell the triumph of His train: 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2 Ev’ry eye shall now behold Him 

    Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, 

    Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply 

wailing, 

    Shall their true Messiah see. 
 

3 Those dear tokens of His passion 

    Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation 

    To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with 

what rapture 

    Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 

    High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow’r and glory, 

    Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

    Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
 

Public domain 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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and everything that God Himself possesses” (LC III 

55).  
 

Stanzas 1 and 2 draw on references, fittingly, from the 

Book of Revelation. Read Rev. 1:7 and 11:15. Stanza 3 

describes what our Savior endured that we might be His 

redeemed, beloved children, who look forward, with 

great anticipation, to His return. Stanza 4 tells us that, 

when Jesus returns, we will worship like we have never 

worshiped before! Again, allusions to Revelation are 

prominent in the hymn text. Read Rev. 5:6–14 and 7:9–

12.  
 

In Closing 

Contrary to those who wish to look into the mind of the 

Lord and find the day and hour of Christ’s return, 

Christians have no such need. We have the sure and 

certain promise of God that, when the appointed day 

and hour arrives, our Lord Jesus Christ will return. He 

will return visibly, and He will return to redeem His 

faithful children, once and for all, from this world of sin 

and sorrow. This great hymn of the Church, “Lo! He 

Comes with Clouds Descending,” helps us both to 

confess and to be ready for that day!  
 

Prayer 

Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious 

return, we may persevere in both faith and holiness of 

living; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. (Collect for 

Last Sunday of the Church Year) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 MONTHLY KUSAAL 

LUTHERAN MISSION NEWS AND 

PRAYER NEEDS  

September 2021 No. 132  

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him 

who sent me, night is coming when  

no one can work” (John 9:4). 
 

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters in 

the Upper East Region.  
 

Baptism: One baby was baptized by Rev. Joseph 

Asaana.  
 

Translation: The six language groups are busily 

working on the translation of either the Augsburg 

Confession or other books.  
 

Printing Ewe Small Catechism With Explanation: 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) is printing Ewe 

Luther’s Small Catechism With Explanation in Ghana.  
 

Leadership training: The Lord blesses Rev. Joseph 

Asaana and Rev. Mark Awidaan to with wisdom and 

knowledge in leading and teaching the lay leaders every 

Saturday.  
 

New Seminary Students: The Lord continues to call 

young men into the seminary to prepare them as future 

pastors. We rejoice in the Lord that Mr. Michael 

Akparibo and Mr. John Abane are now students in the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary, Ghana in Accra. 

Michael was used by the Lord to start St. James 

Lutheran Church in Teraug. Michael’s father is bed-

ridden (stroke) but he trusts the Lord to continue to take 

care of his dad as he is in the seminary.  
 

Radio broadcast program: The church is blessed to 

have a three member-team (Mr. Prosper Atiiga, Rev. 

Joseph Asaana and Rev. Mark Awiddan) that goes to 

Source FM radio station every Sunday from 8:30 – 

9:30PM to preach the true Word of God – Law and 

Gospel. Other denominations preach only law which 

has no comfort for the lost sinner. But we bring the 

crushed soul troubled by the Law, comfort and healing, 

that is the gospel message that “John 3:16.” Dr. Martin 

Luther said, “Without the Law the Gospel is not 

understood; without the Gospel the law benefits us 

nothing.”  
 

Last Sunday of the Church Year 

The Church Year began with Advent and 

the joyful hope and expectation of Jesus’ 

coming to save the world through His 

incarnation. On the Last Sunday after 

Pentecost, the Church gives voice to the 

joyful hope of the second coming of Jesus 

for the resurrection of the dead and the 

last judgment. The end-times focus of the 

Last Sunday of the Church Year bears 

themes of hope and preparation that are 

similar to those of Advent, which soon 

follows.  
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.12) 
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Fertilizer 2nd Application: Church leaders have 

received a bag of fertilizer from Ghana Harvest for the 

second application on their crops. We rejoice in the 

Lord for providing the funds and also the blessings of 

good weather and healthy crops.  
 

Three Wheeler Motor Cycle for Pastor Maslin 

Atubiga: We give thanks to God for adding another 

pastor to serve Him in the Upper East (Pastor Maslin 

Atubiga). To enable Pastor Maslin serve St. Luke 

Lutheran Church and the other churches faithfully and 

effectively, Ghana Harvest has provided him with a 

Three Wheeler motor cycle. This machine would also 

serve as a means of raising some income for his family.  
 

Concordia Preparatory School CPS): All streams are 

in session (Nursery, KG, Primary and Junior High). 

Being a Christian institution, we make sure Christian 

education is taught right from Nursery One. It is 

exciting to hear KG students say: A for Adam, the first 

of men; B for Bethlehem where Jesus was born; C for 

Cain who killed his brother; D for Daniel a prophet of 

God.  
 

The Small Catechism, and its work book, A Child 

Garden of Bible stories, Augsburg Confession, etc. and 

certainly the Bible are the Christian education resource 

materials. The discipline in the school has attracted 

parents to withdraw their wards from other schools and 

bring them to CPS. It is difficult to stop enrollment of 

new students. The total population as at the end of 

September was 1073. However, the school still faces 

shortage of textbooks (major challenge now).  
 

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the Church: 

There is great progress in this new project for the 

church. The Lord has blessed us with some gifts from 

brethren in Wyoming District. This gift has moved the 

building structure to the decking stage. Praise the Lord 

for the gift.  
 

Burial: Mr. Armstrong Alem died after long sickness. 

He has since been buried.  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. Praise the Lord for the progress of work on the 

construction of the multi-purpose building at St. John’s 

Lutheran Church.  

2. We praise the Lord for the gifts received for this 

project.  

3. Praise the Lord for John Abane and Michael 

Akparibo passing the seminary entrance examinations 

and are admitted.  

4. Pray that the church is able to support the families of 

the seminarians.  

5. Pray that we find leaders from the leadership training 

class to lead the churches that Michael and John left 

behind (St. James and Hope).  

6. Pray and support Ghana Harvest for the weekly radio 

program, chapel buildings, fertilizers for lay leaders, 

goat project, leadership training, wells project, etc.  

7. Praise the Lord for the fertilizers for the lay leaders.  

8. Praise the Lord for the three wheeler motor cycle for 

Pastor Maslin Atubiga.  

9. Pray for the family of Armstrong Alem that the Lord 

comforts and protects them.  

10. Pray for the weekly leadership training class that 

meets on Saturdays.  

11. Pray for the construction of additional classrooms 

for Concordia Preparatory School.  

12. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets more 

textbooks for the students.  

13. We praise the Lord for the support given by 

LeadaChild to enhance Christian Education at CPS and 

other schools in northern Ghana.  

14. Pray for more support for the construction of the 

multi-purpose building for the church. The church is 

growing and the need for such a building is important.  

15. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission and 

ministry with your prayers, encouragement and 

monetary gifts. Please continue with your support.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 

our lives for our brothers. If anyone has material 

possessions and sees his brother in need but has 

no pity on him, how can the love of God be in 

him?  

(1 John 3:16-17) 
 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 
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November 21st all are invited to a Trivia event and the 

close of the Silent Auction.  After Sunday School and Bible 

class we will have a potluck lunch followed by trivia and we 

will stagger the closing of the silent auction tables between 

rounds of trivia. Christine Whelchel will be the hostess for 

trivia and she assures me the questions will cover a range of 

topics and that it will be to your advantage to sit at a table with 

a wide age range!  The proceeds from this year's silent auction 

will go to our seminarian, Deon Hull, for a new laptop, and to 

Haiti - split between Trinity HOPE and LCMS Disaster Relief 

for Haiti.  It should be a fun afternoon so please invite family, 

friends, and neighbors.  

 

Donations for the silent auction are now being accepted.  Popular items are handmade home 

decorations, holiday items, and themed baskets.  These are just a few examples.  On the day of 

the auction there will also be a table for home baked goods, so all you bakers, please consider 

donating one or more baked good items.  

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

Junior and Senior Youth Group fall Reformation Party at the Youngs.  Along with a Bible study, 

activities included pumpkin carving and making s’mores at a campfire. 

 

  

Advent Meals 
 

December 1, 8, & 15 

@ 

6 PM 

 

Followed by  

Evening Prayer @ 7 PM  
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November 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

8pm AA 

 

2 3 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 
 

4 5 6 

7 All Saints’ Day 

(observed) 

9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 

Daylight Saving 

Time Ends (Fall 

Back) 
 

8 

8pm AA 

9 

 

10 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

11 12 

6:30pm 

LWML 

13 

 

14 Twenty-fifth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 
 

15 

8pm AA 

16 

6:30 Council – 

Budget  

17 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

18 

 

19 20 

8:30pm 

Men’s 

Breakfast – 

“Live Not by 

Lies” 

21 Last Sunday 

of the Church 

Year 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Silent Auction 

Confirmation 

Distribution of 

Budget & Council 

Slate 
 

22 

8pm AA 

23 

10 Ladies 

Home 

Improvement 

Group 

24 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

25 

10 

Thanksgiving 

Day Matins 

Service 

26 

6:30 Church 

Work Day – 

Decorating 

for 

Christmas 

Season 

27 

9 Church 

Work Day – 

Decorating 

for Christmas 

Season 

28 First Sunday 

in Advent 

9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 
 

29 

8pm AA 

30 
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