
 

 

 

December 2021 
 

A Fruitful Christmas 
 

 In this season leading up to the celebration of The Nativity of Our Lord, perhaps you will be 

receiving packages of fruit in the mail or you will be sending them to others.  This is the season of fruit 

baskets and gifts of produce.  For instance, every year a relative sends my family a box of pears from the 

company Harry and David.  Others may receive citrus gifts from Florida and other warm places, gifts of 

oranges and grapefruits and tangerines.  There are also gift arrangements of dried fruit and nuts.  In this 

season, kitchens counters may be crowded with containers of dried apricots and pineapple, along with 

dates, pecans, cashews, and pistachios.  Best of all are the chocolate covered fruits, the cherries and 

strawberries, and also the nuts.  All these, along with the cranberries for our holiday dinners and the 

pumpkin, apples, and cherries in the pies, make for a fruitful Christmas. 

 According to Scripture, Christians are to be abounding in fruit in another way.  We are to be 

fruitful by the power of the Holy Spirit.  We are to be marked by love and kindness among other things.  

Christians are to bear the fruit of the Spirit, and not merely during a holiday. 

 As Advent is a time of repentance, and as the fruit of the Spirit in believers is only as a result of 

God’s love in sending his Son, this season offers a good opportunity to examine what the lives of 

believers are to entail. 

 In Galatians 5, the Apostle Paul writes of the nine-fold fruit of the Spirit.  The fruit is listed in 

what may be groups of three:  love, joy, peace; patience, kindness, goodness; faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control.  One possible reason for this order is stated in the Galatians Concordia Commentary by A. 

Andrew Das:  “Presumably the first three represent habits of mind more generally, the second three are 

qualities affecting relations with neighbors, and the last three are principles guiding conduct” (p. 578, n. 

93). 

 In our midweek Advent services, we will explore the fruit of the Spirit in these groups of three.  

May the Lord grant us a very fruitful Christmas. 

 The midweek Advent service schedule is as follows: 
 

A Fruitful Christmas 
 

Wed., December 1 –  Love, Joy, Peace  

Text:  Galatians 5:16-26 
 

 Wed., December 8 –  Patience, Kindness, Goodness 

Text:  Galatians 5:16-26 
 

 Wed., December 15 – Faithfulness, Gentleness, Self-Control 

Text:  Galatians 5:16-26 
 

 Services are at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.  After the 

last midweek service on December 15, Amy and I will again be hosting the congregation for a hot cider 

and dessert reception in the library. 
 

                                         – Pastor Young   



 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 

  
 

Please update Pastor and the 

church office on these needs.  
 

  

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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Fruit of the Spirit 
 

Lord Jesus, You have joined us to Yourself 

in Holy Baptism and made our bodies a 

temple of Your Holy Spirit. May the fruit of 

the Spirit be born in our bodies as we show 

forth in the world your love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control, for against such 

things there is no law; for You live and reign 

with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  
 

(Treasury of Daily Prayer p.607) 

Gradual for the Advent Season  
 

Rejoice greatly,  

O daughter of | Zion.* 

Shout aloud,  

O daughter of Je- | rusalem. 

Behold,  

your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Blessèd is he who comes  

in the name | of the Lord.* 

From the house of the Lord  

we | bless you. 
 

Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt. 

 

For the Month of November 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 

 
 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Advent Meals 
 

December 1, 8, & 15 

@ 

6 PM 

 

Followed by  

Evening Prayer @ 7 PM  
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

Lutheran Service Book 359    

(adapted from hymn study by Paul Gregory Alms found at 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies) 
 

Introduction  

In many places, winter can be long and dreary and 

cold. One of the gloomy parts of winter is the 

deadness of all the trees and plants and flowers. 

The branches are bare, there is very little green and 

no sprouts, no flowers to brighten the view out our 

windows. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if there were a 

flower in the middle of winter, a bright, beautiful 

summer bloom to give us hope that the freezing 

temperatures and dismal weather would not last 

forever?  
 

The Bible and this hymn present the birth of Jesus 

as just such a flower. Only the Nativity of Our 

Lord dispels not the gloom of bad weather but the 

darkness of sin and eternal sadness. Christ is the 

prophesied rose that blooms and brings forgiveness 

and life.  

 

Exploring the Scriptures 

Isaiah 11:1–2 is the basis for 

the imagery of this hymn. 

The people of God were 

exiled to Babylon. The Lord 

allowed Babylon to destroy 

Jerusalem, tear down the 

temple and treat the Israelites 

very harshly. All of this was 

due to the repeated sins of 

the people. The prophet calls 

Jesse (the father of King 

David) a “stump,” like a tree 

that has been chopped down. 

This is a picture of Israel 

after the punishing exile. Yet God promised 

through His prophets a Messiah who would restore 

Israel.  
 

An important part of this passage is the mention of 

Jesse. The line of Jesse, father of King David, is 

prophesied to provide the Messiah. The Promised 

One would be a descendant of David. Even though 

Israel looked defeated and punished, God would 

still fulfill His promise to bring a Savior from their 

midst.  
 

Isaiah 11:2 also mentions the divine power that this 

Promised One will possess. The passage gives us a 

contrast between the human lineage of this 

Messiah and the divine power He will possess.  

 

Exploring the Hymn 

Background 

This hymn has its origins in an anonymous 

fifteenth- century German carol that stretched on 

for twenty-three stanzas. The original text told the 

entire story of Christ’s incarnation and birth, from 

the visit of the angel to Mary and on to the visit of 

the Magi. The original also put the Virgin Mary 

near the center of the story and the hymn. In that 

view, it was Mary whom the rose and the branch 

pointed to in Isaiah. Mary was the branch that 

flowered and gave birth to Jesus.  
 

The version of the hymn in LSB has 

made substantial changes to that 

original version. Of course it is 

translated into English (from several 

different sources) and it has been 

trimmed down to just four stanzas that 

focus on the birth of Christ and the 

salvation it brings. But the biggest 

change it brings is to make Christ the 

rose, the fruit of which Isaiah 11 

speaks.  
 

Stanza 4 provides a clear example of 

how the translation in LSB has rightly 

shifted the focus of our attention and 

devotion away from Mary and to Jesus. In the 

original hymn, this stanza was a prayer addressed 

to Mary, asking that she would bring us to heaven.  

 

 

 

 

1 There shall come forth a 

shoot from the stump 

of Jesse, 

    and a branch from his 

roots shall bear fruit. 
2 And the Spirit of 

the LORD shall rest upon 

him, 

    the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, 

    the Spirit of counsel and 

might, 

    the Spirit of knowledge 

and the fear of the LORD. 
Isaiah 11:1–2 ESV 

https://www.lcms.org/worship/hymn-of-the-day-studies
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Text 

The text of this hymn is so effective largely 

because of the biblical imagery it uses to convey a 

saving truth. The dominant image is that of a rose 

blooming from a chopped-down tree or bush. From 

a lifeless stump comes a beautiful rose. This 

picture proclaims to us the wonderful news that 

God has become flesh. Christ is that rose. He has 

come, the Son of David from the line of Jesse, to 

be our Savior. From such humble roots God has 

taken flesh, a mighty Savior.  
 

A second group of images concerns us and our 

sinful situation. These images are those of winter 

and night. Winter is a time of the death of nature 

and creation, when trees have lost their leaves and 

nothing seems to be alive. Night is a time of 

darkness and danger.  
 

A final image worth considering is that of 

fragrance. Stanza 3 uses such a thought to illustrate 

Christ’s saving birth.  

 

Making the Connection 

In one way the most important word in this hymn 

is in stanza 1: amid. The hymn proclaims that amid 

the cold darkness of our sinful, sad lives, Christ is 

present. He was born not in the comfort of a 

perfect palace or sinless glory, but in the middle of 

the night, in the winter, in the darkness. Christ is 

born with sinners, for sinners like us. Stanza 4 is a 

prayer that the Savior, the child of Mary, the King 

of glory, who feels our human woe and knows our 

weakness, would bring us to the courts of heaven 

and to the endless day (see Revelation 21:22-25).  

 

In Closing 

The birth of Christ is the flowering of a bloom that 

is eternal and is for us, a bloom of grace and 

mercy. Christ is the human branch, descended 

from David but also the divine Son of God, the 

Word made flesh. He brings light to our darkness 

and the warmth of His love to our cold lives. We 

praise Him forever for His coming to us, our rose 

of salvation.  

Prayer 

O God, You make this most holy night to shine 

with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that as 

we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth 

we may also come to the fullness of His joys in 

heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen  

(Collect for Christmas Midnight). 

 

 

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming  LSB 359 

1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming 

    From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming 

    As prophets long have sung, 

It came, a flow’ret bright, 

    Amid the cold of winter, 

When half-spent was the night. 

 

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it, 

    The rose I have in mind; 

With Mary we behold it, 

    The virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

    She bore to us a Savior, 

When half-spent was the night. 

 

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

    With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

    The darkness ev’rywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

    From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens ev’ry load. 

 

4 O Savior, child of Mary, 

    Who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, King of glory, 

    Who dost our weakness know: 

Bring us at length we pray 

    To the bright courts of heaven, 

And to the endless day. 

 

Public domain 
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OCTOBER 2021 MONTHLY KUSAAL 

LUTHERAN MISSION NEWS AND 

PRAYER NEEDS  

October 2021 No. 133  

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him 

who sent me, night is coming when no one can work” 

(John 9:4). 
 

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and sisters in 

the Upper East Region, Ghana. Our spiritual lives 

continue to receive the Lord’s nourishment. Harvesting 

of crops is starting soon.  
 

Reformation Day: The thirteen congregations held 

joint services at St. John, Emmanuel and St. Luke 

Churches for the Reformation Day worship service. 

Sometime was taken to explain what the Reformation 

is. One man remarked, “This is the birthday of the 

Church.” At Emmanuel three babies were baptized. We 

were all blessed to receive Holy Communion.  
 

Printing Ewe Small Catechism With Explanation: 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) has printed 3,000 

copies of the Ewe Luther’s Small Catechism With 

Explanation in Ghana. The books would be dedicated 

and distributed among the Ewe readers soon.  
 

Leadership training: The leaders continue to meet 

every Saturday, being led by Rev. Joseph Asaana and 

Rev. Mark Awidaan.  
 

Radio broadcast program: The Lord continues to 

bless the radio program as listeners are fed with the true 

word of God- Sola Scriptura.  
 

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): The Lord is 

blessing the school and the children as there is 

tremendous growth in the spiritual lives of the children. 

The churches these children attend testify the active 

participation of these kids in the programs and activities 

of the church. The needs of the school include 

textbooks, classrooms and additional support for the 

hardworking teachers to go the extra mile in teaching 

Christian education after school hours.  
 

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the Church: The 

decking of the first floor is complete. The walls are 

going to be built soon. The Lord is good, all the time!  
 

Wedding: Two weddings ceremonies took place at St. 

John’s and St. Luke congregations.  
 

Burial: Mr. Abraham Nderaug, a founding member of 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church died October 24. He is 

remembered for providing the land for the church and 

also leading as many as 10 people to the church. 
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. We praise the Lord for granting bodily healing to 

Madam Sara Akibo, Anthony Abugri and me (Nicholas 

Salifu).  
 

2. Pray for the families of Mr. John Abane and Mr. 

Michael Akparibo as these men have left their families 

at home and are studying in the seminary to become 

pastors.  
 

3. Pray that we find leaders from the leadership training 

class to lead the churches that Michael and John left 

behind (St. James and Hope).  
 

4. Pray and support Ghana Harvest for the weekly radio 

program, chapel buildings, fertilizers for lay leaders, 

goat project, leadership training, wells project, etc.  
 

5. Pray for the weekly leadership training class that 

meets on Saturdays.  
 

6. Pray for the construction of additional classrooms for 

Concordia Preparatory School.  
 

7. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets more textbooks 

for the students.  
 

8. We praise the Lord for the support given by 

LeadaChild to enhance Christian Education at CPS and 

other schools in northern Ghana.  
 

9. Pray for more support for the construction of the 

multi-purpose building for the church. The church is 

growing and the need for such a building is important.  
 

10. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission and 

ministry with your prayers, encouragement and 

monetary gifts. Please continue with your support.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his 

life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 

brothers. If anyone has material possessions and sees his 

brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17) 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 
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December 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 
 

2 3 4 

 

5 Second 

Sunday in 

Advent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering 

Sunday School 

following Divine 

Service 

Voters’ Assembly 

(Budget & Council 

Slate)  

Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Group Christmas 
Pizza Party 

 

6 
8pm AA 

7 

 

8 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

9 10 
6:30pm LWML 

11 
 

12 Third Sunday 

in Advent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 

4 Children’s 

Christmas 
Program & 

Redeemer’s 

Christmas Open 

House 
 

13 
8pm AA 

14 
6:30 Council 

15 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

16 17 18 

 

19 Fourth 

Sunday in 

Advent  
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

Confirmation 
 

20 

 

 

21 

 

22 23  24 The 

Nativity of 

Our Lord 

(Christmas 

Eve) 
5 Divine 

Service  

25 The 

Nativity of 

Our Lord 

(Christmas 

Day) 
10 Divine 

Service  

26 First Sunday 

after Christmas 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection 

Sunday School 

following Divine  

Service 

27 28 29 30 31  
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 

Nashville, TN 37221 

(615) 646-3150 

www.redeemernashville.org 

info@redeemernashville.org 

 

http://www.redeemernashville.org/
mailto:rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

