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Pro-Life Leadership

For this January edition of the newsletter, | interviewed Arkansas Senator Mathew Pitsch, member of
Bethel Lutheran Church, Fort Smith (Pastor Joshua Willadsen). | met Senator Pitsch at the District
convention this past summer. | am very grateful for his willingness to speak about pro-life efforts as a
public servant.

Sen. Pitsch, please give some biographical information on your leadership roles in your congregation
and in the civil realm.

I currently serve as Chairman of Bethel Lutheran Church, Fort Smith, Arkansas. As an elected official |
serve as the Senate Majority Whip in the Arkansas State Senate. | also serve as the Chairman of the
Senate Insurance and Commerce Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the Senate Transportation
Committee.

I am the announced Republican Candidate for the Arkansas State Treasurer position (currently we have
no announced opponents). The Primary Election is in May 2022, with the General Election in
November 2022.

1. How do you feel knowing that your congregation and others are praying for you in your position of
civil authority? (1 Tim. 2:1-2).

I absolutely count on that support/prayers in every decision | make as a public servant.

2. What pro-life legislation have you authored or supported in Arkansas?

I have voted for every piece of Pro-Life Legislation in my 7 years of public service. In addition, as a
Majority Leader in the House and Majority Whip in the Senate | have helped to push our members to
develop the types of legislation which have led the State of Arkansas to be recognized as one of the most
Pro-Life states in our Union.

3. Can you provide any inside information on underutilized state funds or resources that are available
for pro-life organizations?

This is an interesting question, as we in government are typically watching that state funds are NOT
used in any manor for the Pro-Choice organizations/entities. With that said, | am not aware of any state
funds involved in the Pro-Life movement.



4. What encouragement, if any, do you draw from the Mississippi Dobbs Case (post fifteen weeks
abortion ban) that was just argued at the U.S. Supreme Court?

I am extremely encouraged by this opinion. Any improvement via policy, upheld by the courts, is a
victory. | am still hoping, like many other Christians, to have another positive result in the Court Case
on the new Texas abortion law.

5. What can the congregations of the Mid-South District do to help you and other legislators stand for
the rights of all preborn citizens?

As your opening question referred to, please continue to pray for your legislators (it should be said, in
my humble opinion, I believe it is a Christian’s directive to pray for both the Pro-Life legislators, and
the Pro-Choice legislators. The gift of intercession is real to a Christian and a believer).

Equally important, | believe that it is important for Christians to encourage their legislators in all
things. To be a public servant requires an elected official to interact with the public and LCMS
churches are a definite part of a public servant’s public. A positive continual interaction between
Christians and elected officials leads to better policy.

Is there anything else you would like to share?

LCMS members who are elected public officials is a very small fraction of the total public officials.
There are 2 out of 135 elected officials in the Arkansas Legislature. As a matter of fact, the percentage
of Christian members who are elected public officials is too small as well.

If respectable, quality people don’t serve we get the society we probably will not like. I encourage all
LCMS members to prayerfully consider the opportunity to be a public servant.

Thank you and God Bless.
Mat

— Pastor Young

Life Sunday 2022 — January 23, 2022

Marches for Life around the United States in 2022:

e Jan. 8: Chicago — March for Life Chicago
Jan. 21: Washington, D.C. — National March for Life
Jan. 22: St. Paul, Minn. — March for Life
Jan. 22: San Francisco — Walk for Life West Coast
Jan. 22: Salt Lake City — Utah March for Life
Jan. 25: Topeka, Kan. — March for Life
Jan. 29: Lincoln, Neb. — Nebraska Walk for Life
March 19: St. Louis — March on the Arch


https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=627330
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=627323
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=640051
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=632503
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=641398
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=632505
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=641270
https://www.lcms-onm.org/need/detail/?need_id=633392

Ongoing Prayer Needs o

Please update Pastor and the
church office on these needs.

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead



For Persecuted Christians

Lord Jesus Christ, before whom all in heaven
and earth shall bow, grant courage that Your
children may confess Your saving name in
the face of any opposition from a world
hostile to the Gospel. Help them to remember
Your faithful people who sacrificed much
and even faced death rather than dishonor
You when called upon to deny the faith. By
Your Spirit, strengthen them to be faithful
and to confess You boldly, knowing that You
will confess Your own before the Father in
heaven, with whom You and the Holy Spirit
live and reign, one God, now and forever.

LSB Altar Book p.429
)

For the Month of January

Birthdays
1

Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Gradual for the Season of
Epiphany

Praise the LORD, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LORD
endures for- | ever.
Ascribe to the LORD the
glory | due his name;*
bring an offering,
and come in- | to his courts!

Ps. 117:1-2a; 96:8

Kroger Community Rewards

Program

Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you
can link your Kroger Plus Card to their

Community Rewards Program online
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly
check. Redeemer has elected to place

these dollars in the Sanctuary
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just

received a check for $61.70. Simple,
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s
office for details on how to participate.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/




A Simple Way To Pray
Martin Luther

Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, and the Creed.
A Letter to His Barber, Master Peter Beskendorf, Spring 1535
https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf

works faithlessly curses twice. While he does his
work his thoughts are occupied with a neglect of God

(Available for purchase at Concordia Publishing House.)

I will tell you as best | can what
I do personally when | pray.
May our dear Lord grant to you
and to everybody to do it better
than 1! Amen.

First, when | feel that | have
become cool and joyless in
prayer because of other tasks or
thoughts (for the flesh and the

Our ‘Father, who from
heav'n above
Bids all of us to (ive in love
As members of one family
And pray to You in unity,
Teach us no thoughtless
words to say
But from our inmost

hearts to pray.
Our Father, Who from Heaven Above

and violation of his law, how to take advantage of his
neighbor, how to steal from him and defraud him.
What else can such thoughts be but out and out curses
against God and man, which makes one's work and

effort a double curse by which a
man curses himself. In the end
they are beggars and bunglers. It is
of such continual prayer that
Christ says in Luke 11, "Pray
without ceasing," because one
must unceasingly guard against sin
and wrong-doing, something one
cannot do unless one fears God
and keeps his commandment in
mind, as Psalm 1 says, "Blessed is

devil always impede and
obstruct prayer), | take my little

LSB 766:1

he who meditates upon his law

psalter, hurry to my room, or, if

it be the day and hour for it, to the church where a
congregation is assembled and, as time permits, | say
quietly to myself and word-for-word the Ten
Commandments, the Creed, and, if I have time, some
words of Christ or of Paul, or some psalms, just as a
child might do.

It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of
the morning and the last at night. Guard yourself
carefully against those false, deluding ideas which tell
you, "Wait a little while. I will pray in an hour; first |
must attend to this or that." Such thoughts get you
away from prayer into other affairs which so hold
your attention and involve you that nothing comes of
prayer for that day.

It may well be that you may have some tasks which
are as good or better than prayer, especially in an
emergency. There is a saying ascribed to St. Jerome
that everything a believer does is prayer and a
proverb, "He who works faithfully prays twice." This
can be said because a believer fears and honors God
in his work and remembers the commandment not to
wrong anyone, or to try to steal, defraud, or cheat.
Such thoughts and such faith undoubtedly transform
his work into prayer and a sacrifice of praise.

On the other hand it is also true that the work of an
unbeliever is outright cursing and so he who

day and night."

Yet we must be careful not to break the habit of true
prayer and imagine other works to be necessary
which, after all, are nothing of the kind. Thus at the
end we become lax and lazy, cool and listless toward
prayer. The devil who besets us is not lazy or
careless, and our flesh is too ready and eager to sin
and is disinclined to the spirit of prayer.

When your heart has been warmed by such recitation
to yourself and is intent upon the matter, kneel or
stand with your hands folded and your eyes toward
heaven and speak or think as briefly as you can:

O Heavenly Father, dear God, | am a poor unworthy
sinner. | do not deserve to raise my eyes or hands
toward thee or to pray. But because thou hast
commanded us all to pray and hast promised to hear
us and through thy dear Son Jesus Christ hast taught
us both how and what to pray, | come to thee in
obedience to thy word, trusting in thy gracious
promise. | pray in the name of my Lord Jesus Christ
together with all thy saints and Christians on earth as
he has taught us: Our Father who art, etc., through
the whole prayer, word for word.

Then repeat one part or as much as you wish, perhaps
the first petition: "Hallowed be thy name," and say:
"Yes, Lord God, dear Father, hallowed be thy name,
both in us and throughout the whole world. Destroy


https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
https://www.cph.org/p-21948-a-simple-way-to-pray.aspx

and root out the abominations, idolatry, and heresy of
the Turk, the pope, and all false teachers and fanatics
who wrongly use thy name and in scandalous ways
take it in vain and horribly blaspheme it. They
insistently boast that they teach thy word and the laws
of the church, though they really use the devil's deceit
and trickery in thy name to wretchedly seduce many
poor souls throughout the world, even killing and
shedding much innocent blood, and in such
persecution they believe that they render thee a divine
service.

Youth Group Gift Exchange and Pizza P

Dear Lord God, convert and restrain. Convert those
who are still to be converted that they with us and we
with them may hallow and praise thy name, both with
true and pure doctrine and with a good and holy life.
Restrain those who are unwilling to be converted so
that they be forced to cease from misusing, defiling,
and dishonoring thy holy name and from misleading
the poor people. Amen." (Continued in February.)

arty
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Name &
Circumcision
of Jesus

2 Second Sunday
after Christmas
9:30 Divine Service
Placement of
Church Officers
Door Offering
Sunday School
Confirmation

6 The
Epiphany of
Our Lord

7 Divine
Service

8
9 Work Day
(undecorate)

9 The Baptism of
Our Lord

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
Confirmation

10
8 AA

11

12

13

14
6:30pm
LWML

15
8:30 Men’s
Breakfast

16 Second
Sunday after the
Epiphany

9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School
Confirmation

17
8 AA

18

6:30 Council

19

20

21

22

23 Third Sunday
after the
Epiphany

9:30 Divine Service
Voters’ Assembly
Sunday School
Confirmation
Sanctity of Life
Sunday

24
8 AA

25

26

27

28

29

30 Fourth

Sunday after the

Epiphany

9:30 Divine Service
LWML Mite
Collection

Sunday School

Confirmation

31
8 AA




\ Proclaiming
the Praises of Christ

9.4

L S
Christ be
our Light
The King Shall Come
When Morning Dawns
The King shall come when morn-
ing dawns
And light triumphant breaks,
When beauty gilds the eastern hills

And life to joy awakes.

Not as of old a little child,
To bear and fight and die,
But crowned with glory like the
sun

That lights the morning sky.

Oh, brighter that the rising morn
When Christ, victorious, rose
And left the lonesome place of
death

Despite the rage of foes.

Oh, brighter than that glorious
morn

Shall dawn upon our race

The day when Chuist in splendor

comes

And we shall see His face.

The King shall come when morn-
ing dawns
And light and beauty brings.
Hail, Churist the Lord! Your people
pray:
Come quickly, King of kings!

November
2021

A World in Need of the
True Light

Every year the Evangelical Church of
the Augsburg Confession (ECAV)
meets in convention. What usually
<es up the meeting is discussions
f finances, investments, and plan-
ning for how the church will survive
when the government reimburse-

T ments—which  began  after com-
munism—run out. What is needed, and sadly missing, is discussions on
how we can reach the people here with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

If you have read our newsletter, you will know that Czechs are generally
ambivalent about God. Atheists and agnostics make up the far-dominant
majority. The ringing of church bells is often the prelude to empty services.
People are not hostile to the church. They fear that all the church wants is
money, an image that the ECAV needs to help repair. And they simply
have a general apathy concerning sin, salvation, and the Savior.

It is not that they are just not excitable. On topics of politics, good Czech
food, beer, and sport, they can be very passionate. They are avid out-
doorsmen that disappear to the countryside on weekends. A great example
of their passion is the annual marking of 17 November’s StrugOIe for Free-
dom and Democracy Day. A major tho1 oughfare was shut down as crowds
gathered and celebrated. There was a huge display of votive lights, each
placed individually by people, that commemorated the dsay when The Vel-
vet Revolution began which brought about the dismantling of the com-
munist system. Czechs are people of passion, just not about Christ.

Czech well-known gloominess is more than a cultural thing. Czechs have a
high rate of depression and suicide. Yes, life can be difficult. But in and
with Christ, there is hope. For one day, God will “wipe tears away from all
faces” (Isa. 25:8 NAS.) It is clear to us, and to others, that life apart from God
has taken its toll on their spirits and souls.

We thank you for whatever you are doing to support our mission here —
praying, shanng our newsletters, followir ing us on Facebook, donating to
our work. As the dark season of the year is now upon us (it is dark just af-
ter 4 p.m.), we are here with the true Light that fills not only the darkness of
souls and minds but will also come to take night away forever. “Tle city has
no need of the sun or of the moon to shine upon 1t, for the glory of God has illu-
mined it, and its lamp is the Lamb. And the nations shall walk by its light, and the
kings of the earth shall bring their glory
into it. And in the daytime (for there shall
be no mght there) its gates shall never be
closed (Rev. 21:23-25 NAS.)

We pray that that true Light might fill
you with joy during this season of Ad-
vent and bring you to see the Lamb
face-to-face. God make it so for all of
us!
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Missouri Synod

Witness Always

‘We thank the Lord for all of the
people and ministries that support
us. This month, we especially give

thanks for:

Christ the Redeemer Lutheran
Tulsa, OK

Grace Women’s Ministries
Redford, MI

Martin Luther Chapel
Pennsauken, NJ

Please, pray for Luther Academy
in Riga, Latvia, and its students.

Please, pray for the ECAV, that
the mission of God would be
central to its life and work.

Please, pray for our regional di-
rector, Rev. James Krikava.

Please, pray for Dale’s mom, Mar-
cia, whose cancer is now untreata-
ble and is in a residential facility.

Please, pray that the Czechs might
come to understand the full mean-
ing of Christmas.

There are many opportunities to
serve as short-term or GEO
missionaries. Check

out the current list and down-
load an application at
www.lcms.org/service. Click on

»

Our email addresses are
Dale.Kaster@lcms.org
Suzanne.Kaster@lcmsintl.org

Our address in Prague:

Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Bubenedska 365/41

160 00 Praha 6

Czech Republic

The church address in Prague:
St. Michael's Lutheran Church
V Jirchaiich 14/152

110 00 Praha 1

Lutera Akademija— Riga, Latvia

As we reported in our last newsletter, the LCMS is partnering with re-
gional church bodies to provide online, distance learning for pastors,
deaconesses, and laymen who seek better to serve the Church. Dale has
been teaching an English for Theologians course, helping learners who
are not native English speakers. He finished the course on 19 Novem-
ber. It was an honor to serve such an important ministry to people liter-
ally all over the globe. And we pray that these student-servants will be
a light of the Gospel into the darkness of this world.

Thursday Bible Study — Online

Each week, we are leading a small group in midweek Bible Study
online. On 2 December, we began a study of the Book of Judges. If you
are interested in joining us, please join us. Classes are all in English. We
are here for everyone. Our class meets in a Google Meet room; the link
will be put up on our Facebook page (St. Michael Lutheran Church in
Prague (English)) the Wednesday before the class. We meet at 7:30 p.m.
Central European Time (6 hours ahead of the US east coast.)

Sunday School Returns

Like everyone the world over, what we can and cannot do has been af-
fected by COVID-19. Last year, we were unable to hold Sunday school.
As it stands currently, we have been able to return to classes. Pastor
Damasek is teaching the children concerning the incarnation of our
Lord, preparing for the coming Christmas celebration. Dale is teaching
the propers of the day—looking at the readings and how they fit with
the introit and collect of the day. It is slowly beginning, and we entrust
this endeavor to the Lord’s blessing,.

Missio Dei Conference —Wittenberg, Germany
This year, after an absence of a year, we were
able to hold and attend the conterence. Our fo-
cus was on how the Church ministers and wit-
nesses in our increasingly hostile-to-God-and-
Scripture culture. Presentations were on Luther’s
two kingdoms teaching, baptismal identity in a
LGBTQ society, and how the Church is the
means by which God makes the Gospel known.
The conference was held just across the street
from the church where Luther preached in Wit- |}
tenberg. It was an honor to preach at Vespers on
the first night.

“Promises, Promises, Promises” for Advent
Though it is not a Czech tradition, we are holding Advent midweek
services. This year our theme focuses on the many promises made con-
cerning our Lord and Savior. We are singing Evening Prayer service a
cappella. God prepare us all for our Lord’s return!

We commend you to Churist!
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic

To support the LCMS through the work of the Kasters. you may send a tax-deductible gift
to:

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod OR Mission Central

P.O. Box 66861 40718 Hwy E16

St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034

Make checks payable to The Lutheran Church — Missour1 Synod or LCMS. Include “Kaster — Czech
Republic,” in the memo line. Gifts can also be given securely online through the LCMS website at

www.lems org/kaster.
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