
 

 

 

February 2022 

 

Why Church Membership? 
 

 At the voters’ meeting on January 23, we briefly went over an update to our Application for 

Church Membership.  It was on the same day that the epistle reading was from 1 Corinthians 12:  “For 

just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 

body, so it is with Christ” (1 Cor. 12:12). 

 Church membership may not be the most exciting topic.  But why?  It’s wonderful!  Membership 

is not just about attending meetings to hear reports and approve expenditures.  Membership is 

connectedness to Christ our head and to the other members of the body! 

 In last number of years church membership has been declining in many congregations.  

Especially among younger people there is an unwillingness to join or maintain membership in the 

Church.  In the book Connected to Christ (which we studied in Adult Bible Class), author Peter 

Speckhard writes, 

 

Church membership and attendance have fallen sharply in the last few decades as many of those 

who grew up in [traditional] congregations never make the transition to active adult members.  

Sit in on a Bible study at a traditional church and you will likely notice it mostly consists of older 

people.  When they share their prayer requests, nearly all of them have on their hearts and minds 

a child, grandchild, or other relative who was raised in a church but has since stopped attending 

and let his or her membership lapse.  Some of those younger people have transitioned into 

Christian groups or movements that do not bother with official membership.  Some have perhaps 

stayed on the membership roll of their childhood church but rarely, if ever, attend.  Some have 

let their membership lapse because they say church membership and attendance don’t do 

anything for their faith.  And some would no longer even claim to be Christian.  Membership – 

formal, official belonging to a recognizable organization – simply doesn’t seem like a priority 

anymore (Connected to Christ, CPH, pp. 8-9). 

 

But it may not just be the younger people who have soured on membership.  Or, perhaps, children and 

grandchildren have influenced their elders’ thinking on the necessity of membership, like many have 

influenced their elders on redefining marriage and sexuality.  “Pastor, I don’t think we need to insist on 

membership anymore.  People should be free to hold varying views and not be made to conform to one 

set of doctrines and practices.  We may get a lot more young people attending if we are not so rigid.” 
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 Pastor Speckhard instructs that if you are Christian, you are a member already of the body of 

Christ, and, necessarily, there needs to be a locatedness to that body where your own body gathers: 

 

We are baptized into a people, a kingdom, a body, a huge global family of Christians.  To be a 

Christian is to be a member of a larger group.  There is no such thing as Christianity that is 

simply one-on-one, you and Jesus, independent of other believers.  You have relationship with 

Jesus, of course, and in a sense, it is an extremely personal relationship – you know Him and He 

knows you.  But that word personal, while true, is not exactly biblical and leaves out so much of 

what God gives us and how He forms us with the Gospel.  Essentially, Christianity is corporate 

(pp. 9-10). 

 

So, we are members of the one Holy Christian Church, the Una Sancta, and we are to be members of a 

local congregation with other believers in a corporate life together. 

 Our membership application asks for believers to pledge a few things.  Let me take them one by 

one and give a short answer for why each is important: 

 

I will be faithful in attending worship services. 

Why?  The Third Commandment.  Also, the gifts of Christs are given freely to us in Word and 

Sacrament.  Each Lord’s Day is Christmas with many gifts to receive.  See the introduction to 

the hymnal LSB, p. viii.  Also recall the Augsburg Confession, Art. V:  “To obtain such faith 

God instituted the office of preaching, giving the gospel and the sacraments.  Through these, as 

through means, he gives the Holy Spirit who produces faith, where and when he wills, in those 

who hear the gospel.  It teaches that we have a gracious God, not through our merit but through 

Christ’s merit, when we so believe.” 

 

I will receive Holy Communion frequently. 

Why?  Christ is present in his true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins!  From the 

Small Catechism:  “What is the Sacrament of the Altar?  It is the true body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ under the bread and the wine, instituted by Christ Himself for us Christians to eat 

and to drink.”  Also review Christian Questions with Their Answers from the Small Catechism. 

 

I will be an active participant in the life and work of the congregation with my prayers, my 

time, my talents and my offerings. 

Why?  God has prepared good works for us to do in advance (Eph. 2:10).  We are to love one 

another as the body of Christ.  “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 

honored, all rejoice together” (1 Cor. 12:26).  Through faith in Christ, we are closer to one 

another than blood relatives.  Therefore, there should also be loyalty to the people of the 

congregation, the brothers and sisters that God has given us to share a table and to share joys and 

sufferings. 

 

I will strive for purity in the Church by avoiding false doctrine and ungodly living. 

Why?  “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has passed away; behold the new 

has come” (2 Cor. 5:17).  “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit” (Gal. 5:25).  

“You were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
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and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Cor. 6:11).  “. . . [T]eaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you” (Matt. 28:20). 

 

I will remain undivided in my loyalty to Christ by holding membership in no secret 

societies or lodges. 

Why?  The Second Commandment.  “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers.  For what 

partnership has righteousness with lawlessness?  Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” (2 

Cor. 6:14).  “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).   

 

I will remain open to brotherly admonition and to the government and discipline of this 

congregation, as it is administered according to established forms. 

Why?  It is not good for us to remain alone.  “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, 

you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.  Keep watch on yourself, lest 

you too be tempted.  Bear on another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ” (Gal. 6:1-2).  

Also review the church discipline outlined in Matt. 18:15-20. 

 

 Brothers and sisters, let us rejoice in the mystery of being made members of the body of Christ.  

Let us delight in the fellowship of believers at Redeemer where we are sustained in Word and Sacrament 

and serve one another.  May others be influenced by our holy love and devotion so that that also desire 

membership – wonderful membership! – by the grace of our Savior.   

 

          – Pastor Young 
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 

 
 

 

Please update Pastor and the 

church office on these needs.   

Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead 
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Answer to Prayer 
 

Almighty God, since You have granted us 

the favor to call on You with one accord and 

have promised that where two or three are 

gathered together in Your name You are in 

the midst of them, fulfill now the prayers of 

Your servants, granting us in this world 

knowledge of Your truth and in the world to 

come life everlasting; through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 
 

LSB Altar Book p.452 

Proper Preface for the Season of 

Epiphany  
 

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we 

should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; for what had been hidden from before 

the foundation of the world You have made 

known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, 

being found in the substance of our mortal 

nature, You have manifested the fullness of 

Your glory. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

LSB Altar Book p.227 

 

 

For the Month of February 
 

Birthdays 

 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

 

 

The Transfiguration, celebrated on the 

last Sunday in the Epiphany season, is a 

significant and uniquely Lutheran 

contribution to the Christian calendar. This 

festival commemorates the moment on the 

Mount of Transfiguration when three of 

Jesus’ disciples glimpsed their Lord in divine 

splendor, seeing Him as the center of the Law 

(Moses) and the Prophets (Elijah). Jesus 

proclaimed to His disciples, then and now, 

that He was the long-awaited one who had 

come to die for the sins of the world and be 

raised again in glory. 
 

(Treasury of Daily Prayer,  

Concordia Publishing House 2008, p.9-10) 
 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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A Simple Way To Pray 

Martin Luther 
Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, and the Creed. 

A Letter to His Barber, Master Peter Beskendorf, Spring 1535 

(Continued from January.) 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf  

(Available for purchase at Concordia Publishing House.)  

 

The second petition: "Thy 

kingdom come." Say: "O dear 

Lord, God and Father, thou 

seest how worldly wisdom and 

reason not only profane thy 

name and ascribe the honor 

due to thee to lies and to the 

devil, but how they also take 

the power, might, wealth and 

glory which thou hast given 

them on earth for ruling the 

world and thus serving thee, 

and use it in their own 

ambition to oppose thy 

kingdom. They are many and 

mighty; they plague and hinder the tiny flock of thy 

kingdom who are weak, despised, and few. They 

will not tolerate thy flock on earth and think that by 

plaguing them they render a great and godly 

service to thee. Dear Lord, God and Father, convert 

them and defend us. Convert those who are still to 

become children and members of thy kingdom so 

that they with us and we with them may serve thee 

in thy kingdom in true faith and unfeigned love and 

that from thy kingdom which has begun, we may 

enter into thy eternal kingdom. Defend us against 

those who will not turn away their might and 

power from the destruction of thy kingdom so that 

when they are cast down from their thrones and 

humbled, they will have to cease from their efforts. 

Amen."  
 

The third petition. "Thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven." Say: "O dear Lord, God and Father, 

thou knowest that the world, if it cannot destroy thy 

name or root out thy kingdom, is busy day and 

night with wicked tricks and schemes, strange 

conspiracies and intrigue, huddling together in 

secret counsel, giving mutual encouragement and 

support, raging and threatening and going about 

with every evil intention to destroy thy name, 

word, kingdom, and children. Therefore, dear Lord, 

God and Father, convert them and defend us. 

Convert those who have yet to acknowledge thy 

good will that they with us and we with them may 

obey thy will and for thy sake gladly, patiently, and 

joyously bear every evil, cross, 

and adversity, and thereby 

acknowledge, test, and 

experience thy benign, gracious, 

and perfect will. But defend us 

against those who in their rage, 

fury, hate, threats, and evil 

desires do not cease to do us 

harm. Make their wicked 

schemes, tricks, and devices to 

come to nothing so that these 

may be turned against them, as 

we sing in Psalm 7."  
 

The fourth petition. "Give us this 

day our daily bread." Say: "Dear 

Lord, God and Father, grant us thy blessing also in 

this temporal and physical life. Graciously grant us 

blessed peace. Protect us against war and disorder. 

Grant to our dear emperor fortune and success 

against his enemies. Grant him wisdom and 

understanding to rule over his earthly kingdom in 

peace and prosperity. Grant to all kings, princes, 

and rulers good counsel and the will to preserve 

their domains and their subjects in tranquility and 

justice. Especially aid and guide our dear prince N., 

under whose protection and shelter thou dost 

maintain us, so that he may be protected against all 

harm and reign blessedly, secure from evil tongues 

and disloyal people. Grant to all his subjects grace 

to serve him loyally and obediently. Grant to every 

estate-townsman or farmer-to be diligent and to 

display charity and loyalty toward each other. Give 

us favorable weather and good harvest. I commend 

to thee my house and property, wife and child. 

Grant that I may manage them well, supporting and 

educating them as a Christian should. Defend us 

against the Destroyer and all his wicked angels 

who would do us harm and mischief in this life. 

Amen."  
 (Continued in March.)

Your gracious will  
on earth be done 

As it is done before  
Your throne, 

That patiently we may obey 
Throughout our lives  

all that You say. 
Curb flesh  
and blood  

and ev’ry ill 
That sets itself  

against Your will. 
Our Father, Who from Heaven Above 

  LSB 766:4 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
https://www.cph.org/p-21948-a-simple-way-to-pray.aspx
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February 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
 

2 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study   

The Purification 

of Mary and The 

Presentation of 

Our Lord 

 

3 4 5 

6 Fifth Sunday after 

the Epiphany 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 
 

7 
8 AA 

8 9 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

  

10 

 

11 
6:30pm 
LWML 

12 
10-11:30am – 
God’s Gift of 

Marriage 

with Guest 

Presenter 

Rev. Ken 
Shaw of 

Trinity 

Lutheran in 

Gallatin 
 

13 Sixth Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School  

Confirmation 
 

14 
8 AA 

15 
6:30 Council 

16  
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

17 

 

18 

 

19 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast  

 

20 Seventh Sunday 

after the Epiphany 
9:30 Divine Service 

Denise Gudlin of Trinity 

Hope, Sunday School  

Confirmation 
 

21 
8 AA 

22 

 

23 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study  

24 

 

25 26 

 

27 The 

Transfiguration of 

Our Lord 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection  

Sunday School  

Confirmation  

 

28 
8 AA 
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