An Explanation of Our Stained Glass Windows

In addition to glorifying God by bringing light, color and beauty into His
sanctuary, the stained glass windows behind the altar were also designed
for visual theological instruction. We are Redeemer Lutheran Church. What
does it mean that Jesus is our Redeemer? What does it mean that we are
His redeemed? Our warmest thanks go to artist William Lupkin for bringing
our original concept to life, inspired by Martin Luther’s explanation of the
second article of The Apostles’ Creed:

“I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity,
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins,
from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but
with His holy precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that
| may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as He is risen
from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.”

Who is Our Redeemer?

The answer is rendered top to bottom in the window to the left, titled "The
Redemption Price Paid." Christ is the sacrificial Lamb of God, pierced for our
transgressions, His blood streaming down into the chalice. Christ's holy
blood displaces the silver and gold coins from the purse. The worthless
money falls into flames, representing our perishing world.

Note the small medallions above each panel. The descending dove,
symbolizing the Holy Spirit, which appeared in the form of a dove at Jesus'
baptism. It is through baptism that we receive the Holy Spirit and become
heirs of Christ's kingdom. The cross and globe, symbolizing the Gospel for all
the world. Christ is Lord of the whole world by virtue of His atoning sacrifice
and resurrection. In turn, our mission is to spread the good news of His
salvation to the whole world. And Noah's ark, a symbol of the church from
ancient times. To this day, we refer to the church building as the nave, the
Latin word for ship. It is our safe haven in our heavenward voyage over the
troubled seas of this earthly life.
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Who are the Redeemed?

The window to the right is meant to flow from bottom to top, and is
titled, "Redemption Fully Realized.” The bottom panel depicts an empty
grave and a butterfly, the symbol of resurrection. But, is it Jesus', or is it
ours? It's both! As Scripture tells us, "If we have been united with Him
like this in His death, we will certainly also be united with him in His
resurrection." (Romans 6:5)

On the last day, Christ's redeemed ones will come forth with changed
bodies to celebrate a new life in His kingdom, male and female in the
white robes of righteousness, holding palm branches of victory and
worshipping Christ, our king, who will descend on a cloud to usher in a
new Heaven and a new earth.

The medallions above each panel also follow this theme of Redemption
Fully Realized. The anchor cross is a symbol of hope. Just as an anchor
holds a ship in a safe place, Christ holds us in the palm of his hand. The
letters IHC are the traditional Greek monogram of Jesus, "the name that
is above every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow."
(Philippians 2:9-10) Topmost is the hand of God, the traditional symbol of
God the Father, at whose right hand Jesus sits and intercedes for us. The
hand also represents God's power and generosity, in working the gift of
salvation through His son, our Redeemer.

The two windows are also united by a parallel theme between each level
of panels. Both top panels depict Christ: the humiliation of Christ as the
sacrificial lamb on the left, and the exaltation of Christ the King on the
right. The middle panels depict the ransom payment, Christ's blood, and
the people for whom the ransom was paid. "These are the ones who
have come out of the great tribulation, who have washed their robes in
the blood of the lamb." (Revelation 7:14) On the bottom two panels, the
scorched earth and the grave represent the passing things of this
perishing world.

These windows were dedicated to the glory of our Lord and Redeemer on
October 7, 2018. Glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, as it
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.




