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April 2022 

 

The Ordinaries in the Divine Service 
  

 Midweek services continue: 

 

The Ordinaries in the Divine Service 

Wed., Mar. 9 –   Kyrie – Luke 18:35-43 

Wed., Mar. 16 – Gloria in Excelsis – Luke 2:8-14 

     Pulpit Exchange – Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension 

Wed., Mar. 23 – Creed – Romans 10:5-17 

Wed., Mar. 30 – Sanctus – Psalm 118:25-29 

     Pulpit Exchange – Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension  

Wed., Apr. 6 –   Agnus Dei – John 1:29-42a 

 

 Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister congregation 

Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN.  We pray that both congregations are edified by this joint sermon series.  

 All services are at 7:00 p.m.  A fellowship meal precedes each service at 6:00 p.m.   

 

– Pastor Young                   

 

 

Holy Thursday, or Maundy Thursday, begins 

the celebration of the holy three days of Christ’s 

Passover, also known as the Triduum (TRIDD-

ooh-um).  Three services are held as part of this 

celebration:  Holy Thursday Divine Service, 

Good Friday Service, and The Vigil of Easter on 

Saturday.  Because the Triduum is seen as one 

service in three parts, no Benediction is spoken 

until the conclusion of the Easter Vigil. 

The following service notes are from the Altar 

Book of Lutheran Service Book: 

 

 

Services for Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
 

Holy Thursday April 14 
Divine Service with Holy Communion 7 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  

Good Friday April 15 
Chief Service 7 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  

Holy Saturday April 16 
Vigil of Easter with Holy Communion 7:30 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday) 

April 17 

Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 
(Easter Brunch served following the Divine Service) 
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Good Friday 

• Good Friday is part of the sacred Triduum, the three-day 

observance of Christ’s Passover.  The name may originally 

have been “God’s Friday,” but it is certainly also “good” 

because of the good gifts Christ won for us on this day. 

• Good Friday is not observed as a funeral for Christ.  It is a 

day for repentance over sin and restrained joy and praise 

for the redemption Christ accomplished for us on the cross.  

In keeping with this character, music is kept to a minimum, 

though not silenced.  Elaborate words of praise are omitted.  

The altar remains bare, having been stripped on Holy 

Thursday. 

• This is the chief service for Good Friday.  It contains a 

number of ancient elements, particularly the full reading of 

the Passion according to St. John, the Bidding Prayer, the 

cross procession and the Reproaches, and the Responsory.  

Given the solemnity of the day, silence is observed at 

various times in order to reflect upon the Word of God.  

Because the service is part of the Triduum, it has neither 

entrance rite nor benediction.  The concluding hymn ensures that the final note of the service is one of 

triumph, for God’s faithful know the end of the story. 

 

The Vigil of Easter 

• The Vigil of Easter, which is celebrated at the end of Holy Saturday as the conclusion to the sacred 

Triduum, ushers in the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord on Easter Sunday.  The Vigil of Easter 

connects the days of Holy Week, especially Holy Thursday and Good Friday, with the culminating 

celebration of the resurrection of Christ from the dead. 

• In some places throughout the early centuries of the Church’s life, the people of God would hold vigil, 

which means “keep watch,” through the night in expectation of Christ’s return.  A vigil in expectation of 

Christ’s return at Easter became a common feature of the celebration of His crucifixion and resurrection.  

The vigil consisted of prayer, psalms and hymns, and readings, especially from the Old Testament, 

culminating in the celebration of the resurrection at dawn with the Lord’s Supper.  As the Church gathered 

in vigil, she waited in hopeful expectation for the appearance of the resurrected Christ in those most recently 

born in Him, the newly baptized.  During the vigil, those who had prepared throughout Lent to be joined to 

Christ were baptized.  At the dawn of the new day at Easter sunrise, the newly baptized joined the entire 

Church in the chorus of alleluias at Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  

• While making a vigil through the night may not be common today, Christians nonetheless gather on Holy 

Saturday to wait in expectation for the news of Christ’s resurrection and for His second coming.  As a 

service of watching that ushers in the resurrection, the Vigil of Easter is comprised of six parts:  the Service 

of Light, the Service of Readings, the Service of Holy Baptism, the Service of Prayer, the Service of the 

Word, the Service of the Sacrament. 

• Because the Vigil of Easter marks the final day in the sacred Triduum, the service ends with the 

Benediction, which has not been heard since the beginning of the Triduum, and the Easter Acclamation:  

Christ is Risen!    (Adapted from Pastor Young’s April 2011 Spirit of Redeemer article.)

Weimar Altarpiece, by Lucas Cranach 

the Elder and the Younger, 1555 
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Greetings from Seminary! 

What a great time of the year to be at the 

Seminary.  Spring is in the air, and we are hoping 

that we are done with cold weather and snow, 

although it may be a bit premature. Spring 

classes will be wrapping up soon. We look 

forward to Holy Week and Easter. To outsiders it 

must seem strange that we look forward to the 

week that memorializes the death of the one we 

look to for our faith and our life. Yet, it is true. 

We talk about it all the time. We profess his 

death every week when we say the Creed. We 

celebrate his betrayal, abandonment by man, 

forsakenness by the Father, and death by 

crucifixion under Pontus Pilate. We also 

celebrate his resurrection.  Easter must seem 

especially odd to an outsider. What a great time 

to lead people who are on the outside to become 

people on the inside. God works through this 

story, the narrative of Holy Week and Easter. 

 

Spring is a really busy time for the Seminarians. 

It seems that the homework is unending and days 

long. This semester I have a class in how to 

preach. The fancy word for that is “Homiletics”. 

I am enjoying the challenges of that class and it 

still takes a lot of effort for me to craft a sermon. 

In my history class we discussed the work of 

Martin Luther as a preacher. In a year Luther 

could preach over 200 sermons and write others 

that were not delivered but published for general 

use. It is estimated that over his career he wrote 

and preached over 4,000 sermons. Only about 

half of those have been translated into English. 

What is more insane is that his full-time job was 

college professor. Preaching wasn’t even his 

main responsibility.   

 

My class, the “second years” are getting ready to 

go out on vicarage. Well, most of them.  We 

have a real dilemma in that the two Seminaries, 

St. Louis and Ft. Wayne, combined have more 

Vicars and  

 

 

Deaconess Interns than there are available 

positions.  When our class was informed of this, 

we were also told that some people would be 

asked to defer their vicarage for a year. I am one 

of those people. That means that Deb and I will 

be in St. Louis for one more year where I will 

take the classes that I normally would take my 

fourth year. The year after that I will graduate 

from Seminary, Lord willing, and will go to a 

congregation that has a vacancy, and I will 

become their Vicar for a year.  If it works out 

and both the congregation and I agree, then they 

can Call me as a regular Pastor. This is cause for 

celebration and for sadness. Celebration because 

we will only have to move once, to our 

congregation next summer. Sadness because we 

will miss our friends on vicarage, but we 

commend it all to God’s will.  

 

Thank you for your generous support!  The new 

technology has been a tremendous blessing!  I 

use the tablet all the time for taking notes in 

class. I can now replicate the diagrams that the 

professors draw as well as easily search them for 

information and integrate them with documents 

and pictures from other sources.  Not only that 

but it does all of that quickly and almost 

effortlessly. It is hard to describe how much of 

an impact it has on my workload. I had no idea 

that I was going to have to be this 

technologically adept to be successful at 

Seminary. I guess that is because the experience 

is geared for 25-year-old students. Us more 

seasoned guys just try to keep up. Thank you for 

the help! 

 

Have a Blessed Lent and Easter season! 

 

Deon and Debra H. 
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Our District–What it’s About 

What is the Mid-South District we belong to and 

why is it important? 

 

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) 

consists of 35 districts, spread throughout the 

United States. Each has an elected set of officers, 

and the Council of Presidents (of the Districts) 

meets regularly. As an alliance of congregations 

and schools, the Mid-South District provides 

leadership, resources, and encouragement for 

reaching the lost for Christ’s kingdom and 

equipping the found for service in our churches, 

communities, and in the world. You can read 

more about our District on-line at https://mid-

southlcms.org. 

 

We are a part of the Mid-South District, which 

includes all of Arkansas and Tennessee and the 

western part of Kentucky.  This District consists 

of about 200 congregations (divided into 

Circuits) and several schools of one type or 

another: there are 11 elementary schools, and 10 

of those have Pre-schools. There are 10 stand-

alone pre-schools, and two of the elementary 

schools have classes for high school (one of the 

high schools is closing at the end of the year). 

We used to be a part of the old Western District, 

which was split into the Missouri and Mid-South 

Districts in the 1960s, as I understand.  There are 

some anomalies, due to border cities, so we have 

a few congregations in neighboring states 

including Oklahoma, Mississippi, Missouri, and 

Virginia currently.  

 

The Mid-South District has its office in Cordova, 

TN, an east Memphis suburb. Most meetings are 

held there, as a central point for the District. 

Every three years the District meets in 

convention in Memphis and elects new officers. 

There have been five presidents to date, and Rev. 

Dr. Roger Paavola has been our president since 

2012. The District Board of Directors meets four 

times a year, plus other times electronically as  

 

needed (for committees, primarily).  There are 

four Regions in the District, basically North (I) & 

South Arkansas (II), West Tennessee/Kentucky 

(III), and East Tennessee (IV). Each Region has 

an elected ordained minister (these are the Vice-

Presidents) and a lay representative. In addition, 

there is an elected secretary (ordained minister) 

and an appointed (lay) treasurer. Finally, there 

are two commissioned ministers (not ordained), 

both of whom are elected. There are committees 

within the Board, including Missions, Finance, 

and Governance, plus a Constitution Committee 

with some of the members from the Board plus 

others (Andrew Grams and I are currently both 

on the Constitution Committee). Many of the 

members of the Board are also involved in the 

Floor Committees at the District Convention. 

(Aside from the President, none of these 

positions is paid–well, they do pay for my gas 

money to get to Memphis and back.) 

 

The members of the Board of Directors and 

President are elected at each convention. There 

are rules for the elected members–no more than 

three consecutive terms. I was elected as the 

Region III Board member in 2015 and re-elected 

in 2018 and 2021. Because of the postponement 

of the Synodical Convention, the currently 

elected officers will be serving 4-year terms. 

This will be my last term, for a total of 10 years 

that I have been privileged to serve. I will be glad 

to try to answer any questions that any of you 

might have, on the basis of my experience. I have 

learned a lot (the first year was a blur) and 

appreciate the opportunity to serve.  

 

All meetings are opened with devotions. Much of 

the time the Board meets is discussing financial 

issues, as well as practical theological issues 

involving congregations. I should point out that 

Rev. Paavola did an excellent job of reorganizing 

the office when he was elected, and the personnel 

there are very efficient. A special note goes to 

https://mid-southlcms.org/
https://mid-southlcms.org/
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Angela Fowler, the efficient business manager. 

There is also a director of missions (post just 

filled, Rev. Zwick), a director of schools (Alan 

Piepenbrink), and (part of) an 

LCEF/development officer (Paul Reaves), plus 

the administrative staff (Missy Washburn and 

others).  

 

So what does the District do? You can see the 

current budget at https://mid-southlcms.org.  The 

income is used in several categories, including 

world missions, missions within the District, 

recruiting and supporting new church workers in 

training, serving congregations directly, holding 

conferences (twice yearly for District pastors), 

and maintaining the office itself. Some of the 

funds for mission go directly to the Synod for 

support of their programs. There are also 

independent programs in Tanzania and 

Malagasy, plus support for Trinity/HOPE. I am 

on the Scholarship Committee, and last year we 

gave out $81,000, mainly to current seminarians. 

Our District has developed a program called 

COMPASS, which assists congregations with 

(mainly financial) planning. Sometimes the 

District has to rescue congregations that have 

major financial issues, as a last resort. Overall, 

our District is in relatively sound financial shape, 

but not all are doing as well. We have had 

membership losses, but not to the extent as some 

Districts.  

 

How are new churches planted? Carefully. The 

model has changed over the years. Forty years 

ago the District bought property in areas it 

thought would be good to have churches and 

more or less parachuted a developing pastor in. 

This model did not work well (perhaps it did at 

first), and then there was a push to start a lot of 

new churches, but the returns were not great. 

Today there is an emphasis on individual 

churches starting new churches, providing a lot 

of the help, with some District assistance. The 

District currently emphasizes sound theology as 

well as mission development.  

 

See the District budget for yourself. Where does 

the money come from to support the District? 

There are two major sources. The major one is 

District congregations, like ours. We do 

contribute. There are some independent 

donations, too. The other source is investment 

income. Our District spends more than 100% of 

its donations (including from congregations) on 

missions. >100%: How can this work? The 

money needed for operating, salaries, etc. all 

comes from the investment income. I don’t think 

many non-profit organizations are that efficient. 

However, donations are needed to keep the 

mission programs going—we do not know what 

the District income will be from year to year, for 

planning programs.  

 

Is the District important? Yes, definitely. The 

President plays an important role in overseeing 

problems in congregations. He also works with 

congregations that have pastoral vacancies, 

reviewing their issues and preparing suggested 

call lists. In this regard, President Paavola has 

helped bring confessional pastors into the 

District–I met many good men at the last 

convention. There is another important role for 

District Presidents, and that is as a member of the 

Council of Presidents (of the Synod), which 

meets regularly and votes on important 

theological issues. I think this is very critical, 

from my conversations with other District 

Presidents and Synodical officers. (The Council 

of Presidents also appoints members of the 

Commission on Theology and Church Relations, 

but that’s a topic for another newsletter article.) 

 

Thanks for reading this–and thank God for the 

blessings we have through our District.  

 

Soli Deo gloria–Fred G. 

  

https://mid-southlcms.org/
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Ongoing Prayer 

Needs 

 

 
 

Please update Pastor and 

the church office on these 

needs.  

  

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

 from the Dead 
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The Flood Prayer 
 

Almighty and eternal God, according to 

Your strict judgment You condemned the 

unbelieving world through the flood, yet 

according to Your great mercy You 

preserved believing Noah and his family, 

eight souls in all. You drowned hard-

hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red 

Sea, yet led Your people Israel through the 

water on dry ground, foreshadowing this 

washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through 

the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified 

and instituted all waters to be a blessed 

flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 
 

We pray that You would behold us all 

according to Your boundless mercy and bless 

us with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that 

through this saving flood all sin in us, which 

has been inherited from Adam and which we 

ourselves have committed since, would be 

drowned and die. Grant that we be kept safe 

and secure in the holy ark of the Christian 

Church, being separated from the multitude 

of unbelievers and serving Your name at all 

times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, 

so that, with all believers in Your promise, 

we would be declared worthy of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

(LSB Altar Book p.542 

 

For the Month of April 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  
 

 

 

Gradual for Easter  

and Its Season 
 

Christ has risen | from the dead.* 

[God the Father] has crowned him with 

glory and | honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works | 

of his hands;* 

he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 

adapt. from Matt. 28:7;  

Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6 
 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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FEBRUARY 2022 MONTHLY KUSAAL 

LUTHERAN MISSION NEWS AND 

PRAYER NEEDS  

February 2022 No. 137  

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him 

who sent me, night is coming when no one can work.”  

(John 9:4) 

Greetings: Lenten greetings from your brothers 

and sisters in the Upper East Region of Ghana.  

Baptism: Two babies and three children were 

baptized. Among the babies was Kendra (Nicholas 

Salifu’s 6th grandchild). It was a joyous occasion 

to see Pastor Joseph Asaana asking Pastor Salifu 

and members of the family questions and receiving 

the responses on behalf of Kendra.  

Confirmation: A total of ten confirmations were 

recorded in St. Luke, St. James, Redeemer and 

Bethel churches.  

Leadership training: This weekly training class is 

helping to keep all the lay leaders focused and well 

prepared to teach, preach and lead the 

congregations that do not have pastors. We praise 

the Lord for these men who understand Law and 

Gospel quite well, the message we all need to know 

that without Jesus nothing can we do to save 

ourselves. A need for these men is bicycles as 

means of transport.  

Evangelism/Outreach: Ziako and its environs was 

the focus for February’s evangelism/outreach work. 

Rev. Mark Awidaan led the team and among the 

houses they visited was the chief of Tesnateng’s. 

The chief said, “For now, I allow all my wives and 

children to come to church. One day, you may find 

me…. so pray for me.” The chief is hesitant to 

become a Christian because he is surrounded by a 

host of idols but with pray and regular visits the 

Holy Spirit will set him free. (Emphasis added.) 

Radio broadcast program: Because of the 

imposition of curfew (8pm-5am) and the ban on 

riding motor bicycles, we faced transport 

challenges to the radio station. Praise the Lord! The 

FM station has rescheduled our program time such 

that the team can ride their bicycles to the stations 

and return home early enough before 8pm. The 

broadcast now begins at 5-6pm on Sundays. What 

great joy to notice that the new schedule is very 

convenient to many people as we have several new 

callers every week after the program. As we enter 

the Lenten season, our message would be based on 

repentance. This is a message our people need 

because without repentant hearts, it would be 

difficult to end the conflict so as to allow peace to 

prevail. Jesus the Prince of Peace is with us.  

Chapel buildings:  

1. St. Matthew Lutheran Church chapel in Kpaliga 

and St. Mark Lutheran Church chapel in 

Banstengdaanteng which were built several years 

ago have now been plastered. Our next assignment 

is to have them painted so that the building would 

last much longer and also look beautiful. God 

admires the beauty He has made!  

2. More cement blocks have been laid for the 

construction of a permanent cement block chapel at 

Teraug. Their mud-walled chapel would not last 

longer than two more years.  

3. Members of Ebenezer Lutheran Church in 

Kpagogo are filling their chapel floor with sand to 

prepare it for concrete flooring. There would be 

need for cement, stones and concrete mixing 

machine to floor. This is another need.  

4. Faith Lutheran Church chapel is going to be 

renovated because of some cracks and roof 

leakages.  

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): CPS has 

reached 9th and the highest grade. The students in 

the 9th grade (Junior High School 3) will write the 

nation-wide end of course exams in November. 

The school has hired 14 teachers to teach the Junior 

High (Maths, Science, Religious and Moral 

Education, Social Studies, Basic Design and 

Technology, and English Language. We are 

grateful to the Lord for providing all the text books 

the students in JH3 need. The need for textbooks 

still remains paramount. The need to complete the 

classrooms building would enable the school have 

enough classrooms to accommodate more than 

1000 students which is already happening. A major 

problem is the salary for the junior high teachers 

who are graduate teachers. Their current salary of 

about $50 a month is really a big challenge. Their 

counterparts in the public sector receive at least 
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$200 a month. The junior high needs trained 

graduate teachers to handle them well.  

LeadaChild training of CPS teachers: It is a 

great joy to have the executive director of 

LeadaChild Dr. Frusti preparing the teachers of 

CPS to become more effective. He has 

led two zoom presentations already and for March 

1, the topic was Effective Teacher. One important 

thing the teachers learned which we hope to work 

on is preparing the children for baptism as 

“Baptism is a guarantee that we are God’s 

children.”  

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the Church: 

Sand, stones and cement blocks are ready and 

masonry work on the second floor began on March 

1, 2022. When the masonry work is completed, 

there would be lentil work after which the roofing 

would be needed.  

Goat project: At St. John’s Lutheran Church, two 

women who had received a goat each several years 

ago brought one each from the offspring to be 

given to other widows in the church. Yes, we are 

blessed to be a blessing to others!  

Memorial Service: In the Kusasi area (where we 

serve) when a person dies burial is performed as 

soon as possible. But it may take a year for the 

memorial service to be performed. Because of 

COVID-19, the government banned all funerals in 

2019, 2020 and 2021. This year the ban has been 

lifted and so there have been many 

funerals/memorials services all over the place. 

After the 2021 Christmas, we have witnessed as 

many as 15 memorials services in our various 

churches. Praise the Lord, the Word has been 

preached and many hearts have been touched.  

Stories:  

The Lord had blessed Madam Diana Mba of St. 

Mark in Banstengdaanteng with tripets a couple of 

years ago. What a joy to see the woman with her 

kids in church and at various gatherings. Because 

of financial challenges Diana is unable to send 

these kids to school. We are praying to find ways 

of supporting her to send all 3 kids to school. Diana 

and all of us see the triplets as gifts of God but idol 

worshippers think having triplets is a curse because 

triplets are demons. It is our prayer that in years to 

come the community that think triplets are a curse 

would benefit from these children, hence our need 

to help them grow in the Lord and wisdom.  

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs: 

1. Praise the Lord for the support Ghana Harvest 

provides for the weekly radio program, evangelism, 

leadership training, textbooks for CPS, 

construction of classrooms for CPS, etc.  

2. Special thank you to Ghana Harvest for 

providing all the text books needed by all the 

Junior High 3 students who are preparing to write 

their final nation-wide examination in November.  

3. Special thank you to the brethren who provided 

funds for the continuation work on the 

multipurpose building at St. John’s Church.  

4. Pray for the weekly leadership training class that 

meets on Saturdays.  

5. Pray for the seminarians and their families.  

6. Pray for the construction of additional 

classrooms for Concordia Preparatory School.  

7. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets more 

textbooks for the students.  

8. We praise the Lord for the support given by 

LeadaChild to enhance Christian Education at CPS 

and other schools in northern Ghana.  

9. Pray for more support for the construction of the 

multi-purpose building for the church. The church 

is growing and the need for such a building is 

important.  

10. Pray for peace in Bawku area as there is 

chieftaincy conflict between Kusasis and 

Mamprusis. Pray that the conflict does not cripple 

the Lord’s work among the people.  

11. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission and 

ministry with your prayers, encouragement and 

monetary gifts.  

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 

down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers. If anyone has material 

possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 

pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  
(1 John 3:16-17) 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu  
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A Simple Way To Pray 

Martin Luther 
Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, and the Creed. 

A Letter to His Barber, Master Peter Beskendorf, Spring 1535 

(Continued from March.) 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf  

(Available for purchase at Concordia Publishing House.)  

 

The Ten Commandments 
 

If I have had time and opportunity to go through 

the Lord's Prayer, I do the 

same with the Ten 

Commandments. I take one 

part after another and free 

myself as much as possible 

from distractions in order to 

pray. I divide each 

commandment into four parts, 

thereby fashioning a garland 

of four strands. That is, I 

think of each commandment 

as, first, instruction, which is 

really what it is intended to 

be, and consider what the Lord God demands of 

me so earnestly. Second, I turn it into a 

thanksgiving; third, a confession; and fourth, a 

prayer. I do so in thoughts or words such as 

these:  
 

"I am the Lord your God, etc. You shall have no 

other gods before me," etc. Here I earnestly 

consider that God expects and teaches me to trust 

him sincerely in all things and that it is his most 

earnest purpose to be my God. I must think of 

him in this way at the risk of losing eternal 

salvation. My heart must not build upon anything 

else or trust in any other thing, be it wealth, 

prestige, wisdom, might, piety, or anything else. 

Second, I give thanks for his infinite compassion 

by which he has come to me in such a fatherly 

way and, unasked, unbidden, and unmerited, has 

offered to be my God, to care for me, and to be 

my comfort, guardian, help, and strength in every 

time of need. We poor mortals have sought so 

many gods and would have to seek them still if 

he did not enable us to hear him openly tell us in 

our own language that he intends to be our God. 

How could we ever-in all eternity-thank him 

enough! Third, I confess and acknowledge my 

great sin and ingratitude for having so 

shamefully despised such sublime teachings and 

such a precious gift throughout my whole life, 

and for having fearfully provoked his wrath by 

countless acts of idolatry. I repent of these and 

ask for his grace. Fourth, I pray 

and say: "O my God and Lord, 

help me by thy grace to learn 

and understand thy 

commandments more fully 

every day and to live by them 

in sincere confidence. Preserve 

my heart so that I shall never 

again become forgetful and 

ungrateful, that I may never 

seek after other gods or other 

consolation on earth or in any 

creature, but cling truly and 

solely to thee, my only God. Amen, dear Lord 

God and Father. Amen."  
 

Afterward, if time and inclination permit, the 

Second Commandment likewise in four strands, 

like this: "You shall not take the name of the 

Lord your God in vain," etc. First, I learn that I 

must keep God's name in honor, holiness, and 

beauty; not to swear, curse, not to be boastful or 

seek honor and repute for myself, but humbly to 

invoke his name, to pray, praise, and extol it, and 

to let it be my only honor and glory that he is my 

God and that I am his lowly creature and 

unworthy servant. Second, I give thanks to him 

for these precious gifts, that he has revealed his 

name to me and bestowed it upon me, that I can 

glory in his name and be called God's servant and 

creature, etc., that his name is my refuge like a 

mighty fortress to which the righteous man can 

flee and find protection, as Solomon says. Third, 

I confess and acknowledge that I have grievously 

and shamefully sinned against this 

 

These are the holy Ten 
Commands 

God gave to us by Moses’ 
hands 

When high on Sinai’s mount 
he stood, 

Receiving them for our 
good. 

    Have mercy, Lord! 
 

These Are the Holy Ten Commands 

  LSB 581:1 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
https://www.cph.org/p-21948-a-simple-way-to-pray.aspx
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commandment all my life. I have not only failed 

to invoke, extol, and honor his holy name, but 

have also been ungrateful for such gifts and have, 

by swearing, lying, and betraying, misused them 

in the pursuit of shame and sin. This I bitterly 

regret and ask grace and forgiveness, etc. Fourth, 

I ask for help and strength henceforth to learn 

this commandment and to be preserved from 

such evil ingratitude, abuse, and sin against his 

name, and that I may be found grateful in 

revering and honoring his name.  
 

I repeat here what I previously said in reference 

to the Lord's Prayer: if in the midst of such 

thoughts the Holy Spirit begins to preach in your 

heart with rich, enlightening thoughts, honor him 

by letting go of this written scheme; be still and 

listen to him who can do better than you can. 

Remember what he says and note it well and you 

will behold wondrous things in the law of God, 

as David says.  
 

The Third Commandment: "Remember the 

sabbath day, to keep it holy." I learn from this, 

first of all, that the sabbath day has not been 

instituted for the sake of being idle or indulging 

in worldly pleasures, but in order that we may 

keep it holy. However, it is not sanctified by our 

works and actions our works are not holy-but by 

the word of God, which alone is wholly pure and 

sacred and which sanctifies everything that 

comes in contact with it, be it time, place, person, 

labor, rest, etc. According to St. Paul, who says 

that every creature is consecrated by word and 

prayer, I Timothy 4, our works are consecrated 

through the word. I realize therefore that on the 

sabbath I must, above all, hear and contemplate 

God's word. Thereafter I should give thanks in 

my own words, praise God for all his benefits, 

and pray for myself and for the whole world. He 

who so conducts himself on the sabbath day 

keeps it holy. He who fails to do so is worse than 

the person who works on the sabbath.  

 

Second, I thank God in this commandment for 

his great and beautiful goodness and grace which 

he has given us in the preaching of his word. And 

he has instructed us to make use of it, especially 

on the sabbath day, for the meditation of the 

human heart can never exhaust such a treasure. 

His word is the only light in the darkness of this 

life, a word of life, consolation, and supreme 

blessedness. Where this precious and saving 

word is absent, nothing remains but a fearsome 

and terrifying darkness, error and faction, death 

and every calamity, and the tyranny of the devil 

himself, as we can see with our own eyes every 

day.  
 

Third, I confess and acknowledge great sin and 

wicked ingratitude on my part because all my life 

I have made disgraceful use of the sabbath and 

have thereby despised his precious and dear word 

in a wretched way. I have been too lazy, listless, 

and uninterested to listen to it, let alone to have 

desired it sincerely or to have been grateful for it. 

I have let my dear God proclaim his word to me 

in vain, have dismissed the noble treasure, and 

have trampled it underfoot. He has tolerated this 

in his great and divine mercy and has not ceased 

in his fatherly, divine love and faithfulness to 

keep on preaching to me and calling me to the 

salvation of my soul. For this I repent and ask for 

grace and forgiveness.  
 

Fourth, I pray for myself and for the whole world 

that the gracious Father may preserve us in his 

holy word and not withdraw it from us because 

of our sin, ingratitude, and laziness. May he 

preserve us from factious spirits and false 

teachers, and may he send faithful and honest 

laborers into his harvest, that is, devout pastors 

and preachers. May he grant us grace humbly to 

hear, accept, and honor their words as his own 

words and to offer our sincere thanks and praise.  
 

(Continued in May.)
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April 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

   1  2  

3 Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

 

4 
8 AA 

5 

 

6 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  

 

7 

 

8 
6:30pm 
LWML  

9  
9 Church 
Work Day / 

Making Palm 

Crosses 

10 Palm Sunday / 

Sunday of the 

Passion 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School  

Confirmation 

 

11 
8 AA 

12 

 

13 

 

14 Holy 

Thursday 
7 Divine 
Service – The 

Triduum 

 

 

15 Good 

Friday 
7 Chief 

Service – 

The 

Triduum 

 

 

16 Holy 

Saturday 
7:30 Vigil of 
Easter – The 

Triduum 

 
 

17 The 

Resurrection of 

Our Lord / Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School  

Easter Brunch 

 

18 
8 AA 

19 
6:30 Council 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 Second 

Sunday of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Voters’ Assembly 

Sunday School  

Confirmation  

 

25 
8 AA 

26 

 

27 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

 

28 

 

29 30 
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