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June 2022 
 

Pray for Us 
 

 “Brothers, pray for us” (1 Thess. 5:25).  It may seem a strange verse.  Paul was asking for the 

Thessalonian Christians to pray for him and Silas and Timothy.  Why would Paul need prayers?  Wasn’t he the 

true “super-apostle” over all false “super-apostles” (2 Cor. 11:5)?  Didn’t Paul defend himself as equal to the 

“pillars” of the Church, “James and Cephas and John” (Gal. 2:9)?  Wasn’t Paul commissioned directly by the 

risen Lord Jesus from heaven?  Didn’t he know that the plans of Jesus carried out through him would succeed, 

the plans to deliver the Gospel to the Gentiles (Acts 26:15-18)?  Hadn’t Paul had a vision of “a man from 

Macedonia” urging him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:9)?  Hadn’t Paul 

concluded that this was God commanding him to preach the Gospel in Europe (Acts 16:10)?  And hadn’t this 

led to the very founding of the Thessalonian Church?  How, then, did Paul need the prayers of these new 

Christians as he traveled to other cities and corresponded with them by letter? 

 Paul opens this first letter to the Thessalonians with the words, “We give thanks to God always for all of 

you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and 

labor of love and steadfastness of home in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 1:2-3).  That makes sense:  Paul, the 

apostle, praying for the new coverts in Thessalonica.  But why would Paul solicit their prayers? 

 To answer this on a very basic level, Christians as supposed to pray, and the prayer for the ministry of 

the Church is always a good prayer.  In the Large Catechism, Luther says, “The first thing to know is this:  It is 

our duty to pray because of God’s command.”  Therefore, Luther says we are not to act like “vulgar people” 

who say, “Why should I pray?  Who knows whether God pays attention to my prayer or wants to hear it?  If I 

do not pray, someone else will” (LC III 4-6).   

 The second reason Luther says to pray “is the fact that God has made and affirmed a promise:  that what 

we pray is a certain and sure thing.”  “Furthermore,” Luther goes on, “we should be encouraged and drawn to 

pray because, in addition to this commandment and promise, God takes the initiative and puts into our mouths 

the very words and approach we are to use” (LC III 19).  Christians are given the Lord’s Prayer! 

 Finally, Luther says “all our safety and protection consists in prayer alone” (LC III 30).  He continues,  

 

What do you think has accomplished such great results in the past, parrying counsels and plots of our 

enemies and checking their murderous and seditious designs by which the devil expected to crush us, 

and the gospel as well, except that the prayers of a few godly people intervened like an iron wall on our 

side? (LC III 31). 

 

 From this we understand the God involves his Christians in a life of prayer and delights in carrying out 

his will through their prayers, the prayers that he brings to their lips by his Spirit.  We pray because God 

commands prayer, he gives us the prayers to pray, and he answers in furthering his plans on this earth. 
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 But what about Paul needing prayers?  The answer is in the fact that the apostle didn’t see the ministry 

as his own.  For example, he commended the Philippians because of their “partnership in the Gospel” (Phil. 

1:5).  Paul also commended the Philippian congregation for their gifts (physical aid) in support of him when he 

was in need (Phil. 4:10-20).  Paul could have said, “The Lord will provide for me directly.”  But instead. he 

accepted the help of the Lord that came through the saints at Philippi.  The same can be said of the prayers from 

all the congregations. 

 Concerning Paul’s personal need for prayers, was he not a sinner who struggled in the flesh (Rom. 7)?  

Did he not have to rebuke Peter (a pillar) when he was found in error (Gal. 2:11-14), an incident that surely 

made Paul reflect on how weak he also could be?  Didn’t Paul write to the Corinthians, “Let anyone who thinks 

he stands take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12).  When he encountered opposition at Corinth – the very city 

where Paul probably penned 1 Thessalonians! – did not Paul receive needed encouragement from the Lord 

Jesus himself in a vision: “Do not be afraid, but go on speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no 

one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people” (Acts 18:9-10)? 

 Therefore, Paul called for prayers for himself and his fellow workers in the ministry.  “Brothers, pray for 

us.”  It was not a sign weakness or a shameful request.  Rather, it was a testimony to the partnership of the 

saints in the Gospel and the efficacy of prayer.  It also showed the humility of Paul who knew that he was 

dependent on the grace and providence of his Lord in order to finish his race (2 Tim. 4:7). 

 Paul’s request for prayer should remind all Christians to pray for their pastors, the ones who offer the 

public prayers on behalf of the people.  They need prayers as well.  Surely the devil would like to lead pastors 

into an ungodly life or despair and, thereby, harm and dispirit entire congregations.  Oh, how pastors need 

prayers! 

 It should not be unsettling, then, for a pastor (or a father, or a mother, or a civil ruler) to say, “Pray for 

us,” or “Pray for me.”  The true heroes of the faith are those who, like Paul, desire the Lord’s support through 

prayer.  And what a privilege to pray for those with the strong faith to ask for our intercessions!  What a 

privilege to pray in the name of our risen Lord Jesus and not doubt that help will be given according to his good 

and gracious will! 

              – Pastor Young 

 

 

Will you pray for your pastor? 

Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, President of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod  
(Excerpt from: Lutheran Wieness, Feb 5, 2018 https://web.archive.org/web/20211130064752/https://witness.lcms.org/2018/will-you-pray-for-your-pastor/) 
 

Lord Christ, You instruct me here that I am to listen carefully and heed the word of my pastor when he speaks 

Your Word. The pastoral office is profound; You not only charge my pastor to watch over my soul, but You 

also call him to account for his service to me. Finally, You tell me plainly in this text that I am to be a joy to my 

pastor and not a pain, and this for my own spiritual benefit. 
 

Jesus, I thank you for my pastor. In fact, I thank You for the pastor who baptized me and all pastors who have 

served me in my life as a Christian. Thank You for all the sermons that have clearly shown me my sin and 

delivered to me the free forgiveness of the Gospel because of Your sacrifice for me on the cross. 
 

Savior, bless my pastor with faithfulness to Your Word. Cause him to grow in knowledge of Your Word. Give 

him courage and strength for his tasks. I thank you for (name) and for all faithful pastors. Grant success to the 

work of our seminaries. Bless our professors and students. And give my pastor joy. I ask all this for Your sake 

alone. Amen. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20211130064752/https:/witness.lcms.org/2018/will-you-pray-for-your-pastor/
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 
 

Please update Pastor and the church office on 

these needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

 from the Dead 
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The Day of Pentecost 
(50 days after Easter) 

The Church lives and moves and has her being 

through the gracious inspiration of the Holy 

Spirit. Without God’s Spirit, no one could come 

to Christ or believe in Him. The fifty-day 

celebration of Easter ends with this joyous 

festival. The risen and ascended Savior has sent 

the Holy Spirit to be our Sanctifier, entering our 

hearts at Holy Baptism, nurturing us through the 

Word, and enabling us to understand the Gospel 

and to live a life that honors God. 
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 200, pp. 330). 

 

The Holy Trinity  
(The first Sunday after Pentecost.) 

We are baptized into only one name, the 

name of God. But that name is “of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” There 

is only one name, only one God – but there 

are three persons: the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. Each person is God, and each is 

not the others, but there is only one God. 

This is the great mystery of the Holy Trinity. 

On the first Sunday after Pentecost, the 

Church celebrates Holy Trinity Sunday and 

teaches us to confess the mystery of God’s 

being. 
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, p.12) 

 

 

 

Collect for Holy Trinity Sunday  
 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have 

given us grace to acknowledge the glory 

of the eternal Trinity by the confession of 

a true faith and to worship the Unity in the 

power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us 

steadfast in this faith and defend us from 

all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, 

now and forever. 

(LSB Altar Book p.804) 
 

 

For the Month  
 

Birthdays 

  
 

Baptismal Birthdays 

  
 

Wedding Anniversaries  
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A Simple Way To Pray 

Martin Luther 
Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, and the Creed. 

A Letter to His Barber, Master Peter Beskendorf, Spring 1535 

(Continued from May.) 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf  

(Available for purchase at Concordia Publishing House.)  
 

The Ten Commandments 
 

The Fifth Commandment: "You shall not kill." 

Here I learn, first of all, that God desires me to 

love my neighbor, so that I do him no bodily 

harm, either by word or action, neither injure nor 

take revenge upon him in anger, vexation, envy, 

hatred, or for any evil reason, but realize that I 

am obliged to assist and counsel him in every 

bodily need. In this commandment God 

commands me to protect my neighbor's body and 

in turn commands my neighbor to protect my 

own. As Sirach says, "He has committed to each 

of us his neighbor".  
 

Second, I give thanks for such ineffable love, 

providence, and faithfulness toward me by which 

he has placed this mighty shield and wall to 

protect my physical safety. All are obliged to 

care for me and protect me, and I, in turn, must 

behave likewise toward others. He upholds this 

command and, where it is not observed, he has 

established the sword as punishment for those 

who do not live up to it. Were it not for this 

excellent commandment and ordinance, the devil 

would instigate such a massacre among men that 

no one could live in safety for a single hour-as 

happens when God becomes angry and inflicts 

punishment upon a disobedient and ungrateful 

world.  
 

Third, I confess and lament my own wickedness 

and that of the world, not only that we are so 

terribly ungrateful for such fatherly love and 

solicitude toward us-but what is especially 

scandalous, that we do not acknowledge this 

commandment and teaching, are unwilling to 

learn it, and neglect it as though it did not 

concern us or we had no part in it. We amble 

along complacently, feel no remorse that in 

defiance of this commandment we neglect our 

neighbor, and, yes, we desert him, persecute, 

injure, or even kill him in our thoughts. We 

indulge in anger, rage, and villainy as though we 

were doing a fine and noble thing. Really, it is 

high time that we started to deplore and bewail 

how much we have acted like rogues and like 

unseeing, unruly, and unfeeling persons who 

kick, scratch, tear, and devour one another like 

furious beasts and pay no heed to this serious and 

divine command, etc.  
 

Fourth, I pray the dear Father to lead us to an 

understanding of this his sacred commandment 

and to help us keep it and live in accordance with 

it. May he preserve us from the murderer who is 

the master of every form of murder and violence. 

May he grant us his grace that we and all others 

may treat each other in kindly, gentle, charitable 

ways, forgiving one another from the heart, 

bearing each other's faults and shortcomings in a 

Christian and brotherly manner, and thus living 

together in true peace and concord, as the 

commandment teaches and requires us to do.  
 

(Continued in July.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Picnic 

Saturday, June 4 

4-6 PM 

Edwin Warner Park  

Shelter 4  

(Use the Vaughn Road entrance to 

Edwin Warner Park. Shelter 4 is on the 

right.) 

https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
https://www.cph.org/p-21948-a-simple-way-to-pray.aspx
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APRIL 2022 MONTHLY KUSAAL 

LUTHERAN MISSION NEWS AND 

PRAYER NEEDS  

April 2022 No. 139  
 

“As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him 

who sent me, night is coming when no one can work” 

(John 9:4). 
 

Greetings: Christ is truly and surely risen for 

you and me, Amen. Greetings from your 

brothers and sisters in the Upper East Region of 

Ghana.  
 

Baptism: At the Easter convention, six members 

were baptized during the climax of the 

convention at the divine service. More than 500 

partook in the Holy Communion.  
 

Evangelism/Outreach: The Youth Fellowship 

group embarked on house-to-house evangelism 

at Tengnoog and Narango No. 2 communities.  
 

Radio broadcast programs: Our two weekly 

radio broadcast programs are doing very well. 

People continue to ask a lot of questions mostly 

on prosperity. I was very glad when at the new 

FM radio station MAXX EMPIRE the topic 

treated was Sola Scriptura- Scripture Alone. I 

was glad when they explained that some 

churches believe their traditions just like the 

Bible while others think Reason is better than the 

Word. The Lord is blessing us with wonderful 

young men. Praise the Lord.  
 

 
 

Easter Convention: The 2022 Easter 

convention was held at Concordia Preparatory 

School from April 14-17. The Bible studies, 

dramas, songs, Bible quizzes, reports from the 

regional pastor, women’s president, youth 

president, and other church officials were 

edifying. Rev. Maslin Atubiga was installed as 

pastor of St. Luke Lutheran Church. He was also 

charged to lead St. Matthew and Hope Lutheran 

Churches.  
 

Chapel buildings:  

1. St. James church chapel in Teraug is 

preparing to rebuild the chapel with cement 

blocks. There is the need for cement and 

iron rods to begin the foundation work.  

2. Ebenezer Lutheran Church in Kpagogo has 

filled the chapel with sand. There is the need 

for cement for the concrete flooring.  

3. Rainstorm destroyed parts of the roofs of the 

following chapels: St. Mark in 

Banstengdaanteng, St. Paul in 

Bansakpanateng and Bethel in 

Zawsakpanateng. Repairs on the first two 

mentioned chapel have been made, 

however, the third needs major work as parts 

of the walls were also damaged.  
 

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): The 

school vacates on April 13 and reopens on May 

10 to begin the second term. Because of the 

conflict some parents who were living in unsafe 

places had to move from Bawku and such 
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parents withdrew their wards. In all we missed 

27 children. Meanwhile there is much stability 

and normalcy is being restored. The Lord has 

protected us in all these crises.  
 

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the 

Church: The multipurpose building is gradually 

getting to the roofing stage. Currently the 

concrete for the second floor beams are done 

and after 3 weeks the carpenters would remove 

the boards. Once again thank you for all the 

support received for this laudable project.  

 

Bicycles for Lay leaders: Ten (10) bicycles 

have been distributed to 10 lay leaders. This 

blessing would enable them ride to their various 

stations without much trouble. Mr. Oscar 

Ayembilla, one of the recipients said, “I can now 

go to my station daily for visitation, teaching and 

preaching.  
 

Memorial Service: Two memorial services have 

been held after Easter: Late Madam Mercy 

Bugunaba and late Madam Naomi.  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. Pray for the new members who joined Grace 

Lutheran Church in Tengnoog through 

house-to-house evangelism.  

2. Praise the Lord for the support Ghana Harvest 

provides for the weekly radio program, 

evangelism, leadership training, text books 

for CPS, construction of classrooms for CPS, 

bicycles for lay leaders, etc.  

3. Special thank you to the brethren who 

provided funds for the continuation work on 

the multipurpose building at St. John’s 

Church.  

4. Pray for the weekly leadership training class 

that meets on Saturdays.  

5. Pray for the seminarians and their families.  

6. Pray for the construction of additional 

classrooms for Concordia Preparatory 

School.  

7. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets more 

textbooks for the students.  

8. Pray for more support for the construction of 

the multi-purpose building for the church. 

The church is growing and the need for such 

a building is important.  

9. We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana 

mission and ministry.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid 

down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers. If anyone has material 

possessions and sees his brother in need but has no 

pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  

(1 John 3:16-17) 
 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 
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Greetings from Saint Louis Seminary! 

It's a busy time of the year here at Seminary. The 

spring semester is ending which means an 

avalanche of papers to write, test to take, and 

sermons to prepare. Those students who are 4th 

year are preparing to move to their new 

congregation. The second-year students are 

preparing to move to their vicarage congregation. 

I was asked to defer my vicarage until after next 

school year. In the upcoming year I will 

complete all of my classwork and then be 

eligible for a convertible vicarage that may turn 

into a Call to the same church.  

I apologize for not getting a letter into the last 

newsletter. I met with a rather unfortunate 

accident. I fell and broke my left wrist on 

Maundy Thursday. We had to wait a week for 

the swelling to go down so that I could have 

surgery on the following Thursday. The surgeon 

did a masterful job inserting a titanium plate and 

11 screws into my wrist. I have been attempting 

to continue doing class work and attending 

classes in between occupational therapy 

appointments. As you can well imagine it's not 

working out great, but we are making adaptations 

and pressing on. Professors are being rather 

lenient on due dates, which is extremely helpful. 

I am grateful for the wonderful way that God has 

made our bodies capable of self-healing, to an 

extent. I'm also grateful he is blessed so many 

people with the ability to aid our bodies through 

surgery and therapy. I'm also grateful to God that 

for long stretches of my time here on earth I have 

not needed their services. Please pray for my 

continued healing and thank God for medical 

personnel. 

This summer I am taking one class called 

“Pastoral Issues In 21st Century”. The title 

makes it sound so futuristic. The first association 

my mind makes the 21st century is Buck Rogers. 

Some of you will get this reference, the rest will 

have to Google it. Supposedly, this is George 

Jetson’s birth year according to a meme I saw 

recently. It should be an interesting class. I am 

certain human beings will still require the Grace 

of God won for us by Jesus on Calvary. There 

will never be a time where we will not require 

the gloriously unfair exchange of our sinful rags 

for Christ’s robe of righteousness. 

After my summer class we will assess our ability 

to get back to travel and see our family and 

friends. We are so grateful for your financial and 

prayer support. As costs continue to rise, I'm 

certain it becomes more difficult to find the 

resources to continue to support us, and at the 

same time it is as crucial as ever that we receive 

your support. However, we also know that God 

will meet our every need. We continue to seek 

his Kingdom first and know that everything else 

has been added to us. We are not anxious for 

anything. (Matt. 6:33). 

In family news, our oldest son, Peter, is enjoying 

his work at a restaurant in Tulsa called Lowood. 

The weather has been agreeable for outdoor 

dining, and they have an extensive patio. William 

is continuing his work in the army in Fort Riley, 

KS. We're grateful that he is stateside and living 

a boring life. He has told us there's really very 

little chance that he will be involved in anything 

going on in Europe. We are wise enough to know 

to never say never. Steven is also stateside in 

Dover, DE. He just celebrated his 23rd birthday. 

He has started looking to buy a house. How did 

he get so grown up so fast? 

We continue to praise God from whom all 

blessings flow! 

Deon and Debra H. 

  



9 
 

 

June 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

2 3 

 

4 
4—6 pm Church 

Picnic 

5 The Day of 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine 

Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School  
 

6 
8 AA 

7 

 

 

8 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

9 

 

 

10 
5 pm Wedding 

Rehearsal 

(Nissing/McConnell) 

 

11 
4 pm Wedding 

(Nissing/McConnell) 

12 The Holy 

Trinity 
9:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School  
 

13 
8 AA 

14 

 

15 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

16 17 

 

18 
8 Church Work Day 

(Outside work – tree 

trimming) 

19 Second 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine 

Service 

Sunday School  

Father’s Day 
 

20 
8 AA 

 

21 
6:30 

Council 

22 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

23 24 

 

25  

 

26 Third 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine 

Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School  
 

27 
8 AA 

 

28 

 

29 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

30   
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