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In Defense of Memorizing the Catechism

Question: Why do you call yourself a Christian?

Answer: Yes, | am a Christian. | am happy to explain to you what this means.

God is one, one divine being. The true God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three distinct persons in
one divine being. God is the maker of heaven and earth, the creator of all there is. This means the he made
me and all creatures. He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and
all my senses. He has done the same for you. Therefore, because of God’s fatherly, divine goodness and
mercy in giving everything | need to support this body and life, it is my duty to thank and praise, serve
and obey him.

God made humanity in his image which included a life of holiness by walking in his ways. However,
the first man Adam disobeyed God along with his wife Eve. This is when sin entered the world. As a result of
this original sin, humanity lost the image of God becoming corrupt and helplessly captive to disobedience.
Death also was a consequence of sin. The reason all men die today is because all are sinners.

The Ten Commandments, which are the law of God and his holy will, show us our
sins like a mirror. The First Commandment, “You shall have no other gods,” requires us )
to fear, love, and trust in God above all things. Though this commandment is good,
according to our fallen, sinful nature we are not able to keep it, nor can we delight in its
goodness. It is the same with the other commandments. If salvation were by keeping the
commandments, we would remain lost. But salvation was never to come by the law. In the most amazing
mystery, God the Father chose God the Son before the foundation of the world to be the Savior of mankind.
This is what we call the Gospel.

The Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, the second person of the Godhead, took into his
person a human nature that he could step into the place of mankind and redeem humanity. Thus, the Son, our
Lord, was conceived by the Holy Spirit and was born of the Virgin Mary as Jesus the Christ. As true God
and true man without sin, Jesus was the perfect sacrifice given to the world. He was sent to be condemned
under the Father and to die in our place on the cross that we could live eternally by sharing in his resurrection.
This is why I can confess, “Christ has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person,
purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering
and death.” Christ gave himself unto death and on the third day rose again from the
dead, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness.




The forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation won for all people on the cross 2,000 years ago are
distributed through God’s Word of Gospel. In fact, I could not even believe if it weren’t for the Holy Spirit
working through the Gospel. 1 cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith. Therefore, a person is saved by faith in Jesus Christ alone and not by the
keeping of the law. And even this faith is a gift of God’s grace. Believe on the name of Jesus by the power of
the Holy Spirit, and you will be saved.

The Gospel is also given through Baptism, which is not just plain water, but it is
the water included in God’s command and combined with God’s Word. Baptism
works the forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil and gives eternal
salvation. It is the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit because of the
shed blood of Jesus on behalf of man. This is true even for infants for Baptism is God’s
work of grace. It is adoption into God’s family, whether infant or adult, in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

As a Christian, the gifts of Christ are continually bestowed through the Office of the
Holy Ministry and the Divine Service. Because we daily sin much according to our sinful
nature, we may confess our sins and receive absolution, that is, forgiveness from the
pastor as from God Himself because the pastor is operating in the stead and by the
command of Christ. We are to receive the absolution not doubting, but firmly believing
that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.

The Sacrament of the Altar, or the Lord’s Supper, is the food of the Christian, and
it is the most precious presence of the living Lord Jesus. This sacrament is the true body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and the wine, instituted by Christ
Himself for us Christians to eat and drink. The benefit of this eating and drinking is
the reception of Christ for our blessing and the forgiveness of sins, along with life and
salvation, for where there is the forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

As one who has been made a child of God and is redeemed in Christ, | am assured that God hears my
prayers. God tenderly invites all Christians to believe that He is our true Father and that we are His true
children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask Him as dear children
ask their dear father. In fact, Jesus has even given us his prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, that
we may pray along with him and ask God’s will to be done on earth as it is heaven. We
do this until Christ comes to judge the living and the dead, until the day of the :
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. We pray God’s kingdom come in its “;-‘. %
fulness and wait as our heavenly Father continually gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by 1}3
His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and there in eternity.

This is what it means to be a Christian.

— Pastor Young

But what should you do if you are not aware of this need [to receive the Lord’s Supper frequently] and have no
hunger and thirst for the Sacrament?

To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if he still has
flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5 and Romans 7. Second, he
should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and remember that there will be no lack of sin and
trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15-16 and in 1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil also
around him, who with his lying and murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or without, as the
Scriptures picture him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.
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A Simple Way To Pray
Martin Luther

Prayer, the Lord's Prayer, the 10 Commandments, and the Creed.
A Letter to His Barber, Master Peter Beskendorf, Spring 1535
(Continued from July/August.)
https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
(Available for purchase at Concordia Publishing House.)

Praying The Creed

If you have more time, or the inclination, you
may treat the Creed in the same manner and
make it into a garland of four strands. The Creed,
however, consists of three main parts or articles,
corresponding to the three Persons of the Divine
Majesty, as it has been so divided in the
Catechism and elsewhere.

The First Article

Here, first of all, a great light shines into your
heart if you permit it to and teaches you in a few
words what all the languages of the world and a
multitude of books cannot describe or fathom in
words, namely, who you are, whence you came,
whence came heaven and earth. You are God's
creation, his handiwork, his workmanship. That
is, of yourself and in yourself you are nothing,
can do nothing, know nothing, are capable of
nothing. What were you a thousand years ago?
What were heaven and earth six thousand years
ago? Nothing, just as that which will never be
created is nothing. But what you are, know, can
do, and can achieve is God's creation, as you
confess by word of mouth. Therefore you have
nothing to boast of before God except that you
are nothing and he is your Creator who can
annihilate you at any moment. Reason knows
nothing of such a light. Many great people have
sought to know what heaven and earth, man and
creatures are and have found no answer. But here
it is declared and faith affirms that God has
created everything out of nothing. Here is the
soul's garden of pleasure, along whose paths we
enjoy the works of God-but it would take too
long to describe all that.

We All Believe in
One True God

LSB 954

We all believe in one true God,
Who created earth and heaven,
The Father, who to us in love
Has the right of children given.
He in soul and body feeds us;
All we need His hand provides us;
Through all snares and perils leads us,
Watching that no harm betide us.
He cares for us by day and night;
All things are governed by His might.

We all believe in Jesus Christ,
His own Son, our Lord, possessing
An equal Godhead, throne, and might,
Source of ev’ry grace and blessing;
Born of Mary, virgin mother,
By the power of the Spirit,
Word made flesh, our elder brother;
That the lost might life inherit,
Was crucified for all our sin
And raised by God to life again.

We all confess the Holy Ghost,
Who, in highest heaven dwelling
With God the Father and the Son,
Comforts us beyond all telling;
Who the Church, His own creation,
Keeps in unity of spirit.
Here forgiveness and salvation
Daily come through Jesus’ mertit.
All flesh shall rise, and we shall be
In bliss with God eternally.
Amen.

Public domain



https://wmpl.org/filed/resources/public/Literature/ASimpleWaytoPray.pdf
https://www.cph.org/p-21948-a-simple-way-to-pray.aspx

Furthermore, we should give thanks to God that
in his kindness he has created us out of nothing
and provides for our daily needs out of nothing-
has made us to be such excellent beings with
body and soul, intelligence, five senses, and has
ordained us to be masters of earth, of fish, bird,
and beast, etc. Here consider Genesis, chapters
one to three.

Third, we should confess and lament our lack of
faith and gratitude in failing to take this to heart,
or to believe, ponder, and acknowledge it, and

having been more stupid than unthinking beasts.

Fourth, we pray for a true and confident faith that
sincerely esteems and trusts God to be our
Creator, as this article declares.

The Second Article

Again a great light shines forth and teaches us
how Christ, God's Son, has redeemed us from
death which, after the creation, had become our
lot through Adam'’s fall and in which we would
have perished eternally. Now think: just as in the
first article you were to consider yourself one of
God's creatures and not doubt it, now you must
think of yourself as one of the redeemed and
never doubt that. Emphasize one word above all
others, for instance, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Likewise, suffered for us, died for us, arose for
us. All this is ours and pertains to us; that us
includes yourself, as the word of God declares.

Second, you must be sincerely grateful for such
grace and rejoice in your salvation.

Third, you must sorrowfully lament and confess
your wicked unbelief and mistrust of such a gift.
Oh, what thoughts will come to mind-the idolatry
you have practiced repeatedly, how much you
have made of praying to the saints and of
innumerable good works of yours which have
opposed such salvation.

Fourth, pray now that God will preserve you
from this time forward to the end in true and pure
faith in Christ our Lord.

The Third Article

This is the third great light which teaches us
where such a Creator and Redeemer may be
found and plainly encountered in this world, and
what this will all come to in the end. Much could
be said about this, but here is a summary: Where
the holy Christian church exists, there we can
find God the Creator, God the Redeemer, God
the Holy Spirit, that is, him who daily sanctifies
us through the forgiveness of sins, etc. The
church exists where the word of God concerning
such faith is rightly preached and confessed.

Again you have occasion here to ponder long
about everything that the Holy Spirit
accomplishes in the church every day, etc.
Therefore be thankful that you have been called
and have come into such a church. Confess and
lament your lack of faith and gratitude, that you
have neglected all this, and pray for a true and
steadfast faith that will remain and endure until
you come to that place where all endures forever,
that is, beyond the resurrection from the dead, in
life eternal. Amen.

Note: This letter is widely reproduced, including J. J.
Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Eds., Luther's
Works, American Edition, Vol. 43. “Devotional Writings
11 (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, and St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1968). According to
scholars, the section on the Creed was not included in the
original publication, but was added very soon after.
Various forms of his devotional writings on the Lord's
Prayer, The Ten Commandments and the Creed appeared
as early as 1520, and in an adapted form was included in
his Personal Prayer Book, which appeared as early as
1522. Other writings concerning prayer are included in a
number of his other writings, including his commentaries
on the Psalms.



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, e For our church anniversary we will use
our current red paraments, but our vendor

We thank God for the
blessings we have been given Yesbog the il
to beautify our church, to
beautify Christ’s bride! As
you can see during this season
of the church, we have not
only adorned the altar,

lectern, and pulpit with new
paraments, we have also been
able to purchase new chalice
veils for the altar, and a new
stole and a chasuble for the
pastor.

Chalice veil

Purificator

The chalice veil is “draped
over the sacred vessels” as
seen in the diagram (The Altar
Guild Manual, L. A.
Maxwell, 2008. pp 63-65).
Right now, the church has a

green chalice veil that matches our new green sides.

paraments and a white chalice veil that matches
our new white paraments. You will see these
centered on the altar. When we do not have a
chalice veil available in the color of the

. . . ou.
paraments a linen chalice veil will be used. y

Adding to the vestments that our church owns

is planning to deliver our new red
paraments in time for Reformation
Sunday on October 31.

. All Saints’ Day will bring
out our new white paraments, as
will Thanksgiving Day.

o For Advent, you will see
our traditional blue paraments.
o Beginning Christmas Eve,

we will use our new City of David
Altar Superfrontal with the same
white lectern and pulpit frontals.

o When Lent starts, we
should have new purple paraments
for the chancel.

o And by Easter, we should
have a full new set of white Easter
paraments to include a two-piece
frontal that covers that altar on all

The parament committee will continue the
project of beautifying our chancel as the Lord
provides. We look forward to sharing this with

What an exciting year!

has been a great blessing. Every Sunday, Pastor On behalf of Altar Guild,

wears a stole that is the color of the paraments. Kim M.
Over this stole, he may now choose to wear a

chasuble. A chasuble is “properly worn only at Please consider joining

services in which the Lord’s Supper is
celebrated” (The Altar Guild Manual, L. A.

Maxwell, 2008. P 70). Currently, the church has wash communion ware and
one chasuble in green. (Pastor Young also has inspect the altar. You do not
both green and white chasubles of his own.) have to change paraments or

As we move through the current and upcoming
church year, you will continue see new
paraments. Our green paraments will be used

It takes a few minutes to

volunteer for a full month.
Please talk to Kim M. to learn

the Altar Guild.

how easy this is!

through November with the following
exceptions.



September 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3

4 Thirteenth 5 6 7 8 9 10
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins 6:30pm
Pentecost Labor Day 10 Bible Study LWML
9:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation

Door Offering
Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
Choir
11 Fourteenth 12 13 14 15 16 17
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins 8:30pm
Pentecost 10 Bible Study Men’s

) . . Breakfast

Commemoration of 5 Confirmation
Redeemer’s 40"
Anniversary
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
Choir
18 Fifteenth 19 20 21 22 23 24
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 6:’30 'Cou'ncil - | 9:45 Matins
Pentecost ODflsbtzl;uet;OH 10 Bible Study
9:30 Divine Service works}%eets 5 Confirmation
Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
25 Sixteenth 26 27 28 29 30
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins
Pentecost 10 Bible Study
9:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation

LWML Mite

Collection
Sunday School & Adult

Bible Study
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