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October 2022 
 

The Doctrine of Man 
 

 The false ideology known as Secular Humanism remains popular, and, unfortunately, many Christians 

could be considered Secular Humanists in what they say and how they live their everyday lives.  This “non-

religious” worldview espouses the overall goodness of humanity and trusts mankind to solve its own problems.  

Beliefs in God and the supernatural are rejected.  Reason, science, education, and innovation are extoled, along 

with the compassion and kindness of humanity.  According to one Secular Humanist: 
 

Rather than put faith in the invisible, unfathomable, and improbable, Secular Humanists put their faith in 

the visible, discernible, testable, and real: people’s ingenuity, stamina, talent, kindness, and thirst for the 

ethical. . . . Secular Humanists believe that this is the only life we will ever have and that only we can 

create meaning for ourselves and our limited lives; these truths do not depress or worry but inspire and 

comfort (https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-secular-life/202002/what-is-secular-

humanism).  
 

 Secular Humanism paints a picture of mankind that is most noble:  humanity dedicated to progress and 

reducing suffering, the belief that the true nature of mankind is good (despite countless examples of great 

cruelty), contentment in living ethically and doing works for fellow humans as one’s legacy.  But what does the 

Bible say about mankind? 

 In the beginning God created man in his image.  “So God created man in his own image, in the image of 

God he created him; male and female he created them” (Gen. 1:27).  The image of God consisted in man having 

a right disposition towards God and a right knowledge of God.  It consisted of man having a will that was 

content to do only God’s will.  Our first parents walked in holiness and righteousness before God.  They 

enjoyed the state of bliss that came from the peaceful communion with God their Creator. 

 The image of God was lost in the fall of mankind.  By Adam’s original sin, humanity became 

thoroughly sinful and unrighteous.  The will and intellect of mankind lost the ability to know and please God.  

Humanity became corrupt through and through, bent on doing what is evil and not good.  Mankind was no 

longer good, now plagued with the condition of original sin which leads to actual sins.  Death also resulted from 

sin.  “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).  As a result of the fall, human beings became by nature 

spiritually blind, dead, and enemies of God.  “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, 

for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 

2:14) (Spiritually blind).  “You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked” (Eph. 2:1) 

(Dead).  “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 

cannot” (Rom. 8:7) (Enemy).   

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-secular-life/202002/what-is-secular-humanism
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/the-secular-life/202002/what-is-secular-humanism
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 Because of the fallen nature of mankind, the Lord God in his Word warns against trusting in man 

whether he is a prince (an elite) or whether he is yourself: 
 

The intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth (Gen. 8:21). 
 

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it? (Jer. 17:9). 
 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man.  It is better to take refuge in the Lord that to 

trust in princes (Ps. 118:8-9). 
 

Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.  When his breath departs, he 

returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish (Ps. 146:3-4). 
  

None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  All have turned aside; 

together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one (Rom. 3:10-12). 
 

Jesus said of humanity rejecting his visitation: 
 

And this is the judgment:  the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than 

the light because their works were evil (Jn. 3:19). 
 

The Apostle Paul recognized the struggle with his own sinful nature even after being made alive and a 

new man by the Holy Spirit: 
 

For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.  For I have the desire to do what is right, 

but not the ability to carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 

keep on doing (Rom. 7:18-19). 
 

 In the Small Catechism Luther accounts our sinful nature with the enemies of God that are opposed to 

his will.  Thus in the Lord’s Prayer, we pray against ourselves and our own sinful will:  “God’s will is done 

when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do 

not want us to hallow God’s name or let his kingdom come” (Small Cat.). 

 This means that mankind is not the measure of all things and should not be our hope.  Man is not self-

sufficient to create a just and ethical world.  Help for man must come from without not from within.  Our “help 

comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth” (Ps. 121:2). 

 Because humanity was hopelessly captive to sin, death, and the devil, our loving God sent his Son in the 

flesh for us.  Christ “redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from 

death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with is His holy, precious blood and with His 

innocent suffering and death” (Small Cat.).  Furthermore, God gave the Holy Spirit to bring us to faith in Christ, 

to make the blind see, to raise those dead in their trespasses, and to turn enemies into those who love God and 

his will.  “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 

Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

the true faith” (Small Cat.).   

 Rather than looking to ourselves or the sinful human race, may with look to God with wonder and 

confess with King David (a prince!), “What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you 

care for him?” (Ps. 8:4).  
 

                – Pastor Young 
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 
 

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

  
 

Wedding Anniversaries  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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The Gift of the Scriptures 

Martin Luther’s Preface to Romans 
(Available online at: https://wolfmueller.co/martin-luthers-preface-to-

romans/ ) 

This Epistle is really the chief part of the New 

Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is 

worthy not only that every Christian should 

know it word for word, by heart, but occupy 

himself with it every day, as the daily bread of 

the soul. It can never be read or pondered too 

much, and the more it is dealt with the more 

precious it becomes, and the better it tastes. 
 

Thus in this Epistle we find most richly the 

things that a Christian ought to know; namely, 

what is law, Gospel, sin, punishment, grace, 

faith, righteousness, Christ, God, good works, 

love, hope, the cross, and also how we are to 

conduct ourselves toward everyone, whether 

righteous or sinner, strong or weak, friend or 

foe. All this is ably founded on Scripture and 

proved by his own example and that of the 

prophets. Therefore it appears that St. Paul 

wanted to comprise briefly in this one epistle the 

whole Christian and evangelical doctrine and to 

prepare an introduction to the entire Old 

Testament; for, without doubt, he who has this 

epistle well in his heart, has the light and power 

of the Old Testament with him. 
 

Therefore let every Christian exercise himself in 

it habitually and continually. To this may God 

give His grace. Amen. 
 

 

The Five Solas of the Reformation 

From the Bible 

Sola Gratia – Grace Alone 

Romans 3:23–24 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus, 
 

 Ephesians 2:8–9 
8For by grace you have been saved through 

faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no 

one may boast.  
 

Sola Fide – Faith Alone 

 Romans 4:4–5 
4Now to the one who works, his wages are 

not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to 

the one who does not work but trusts him who 

justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as 

righteousness,  
 

 Romans 5:8–9 
8but God shows his love for us in that while 

we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
9Since, therefore, we have now been justified 

by his blood, much more shall we be saved by 

him from the wrath of God.  
 

Solus Christus – Christ Alone 

 John 14:6 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the 

truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 

except through me.  
 

 Romans 10:9 
9because, if you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  
 

 Acts 4:12 
12And there is salvation in no one else, for 

there is no other name under heaven given 

among men by which we must be saved.” 
 

https://wolfmueller.co/martin-luthers-preface-to-romans/
https://wolfmueller.co/martin-luthers-preface-to-romans/
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Sola Scriptura – Scripture 

Alone 

 Acts 17:11 
11Now these Jews were 

more noble than those in 

Thessalonica; they 

received the word with all 

eagerness, examining the 

Scriptures daily to see if 

these things were so.  
 

 1 Corinthians 4:6 
6I have applied all these 

things to myself and 

Apollos for your benefit, 

brothers, that you may 

learn by us not to go 

beyond what is written, 

that none of you may be 

puffed up in favor of one 

against another.  
 

 2 Peter 1:21 
21For no prophecy was ever produced by the 

will of man, but men spoke from God as they 

were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 

 2 Timothy 3:16–17 
16All Scripture is breathed out by God and 

profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 
17that the man of God may be competent, 

equipped for every good work. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria – To the Glory of God Alone 

 Titus 3:4–5 
4But when the goodness and loving kindness 

of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not 

because of works done by us in righteousness, 

but according to his own mercy, by the 

washing of regeneration and renewal of the 

Holy Spirit,  
 

 John 6:44 
44No one can come to me unless the Father 

who sent me draws him. And I will raise him 

up on the last day.  
 

 1 Corinthians 10:31 
31So, whether you eat or 

drink, or whatever you do, do 

all to the glory of God.  
 

Saved by Grace alone, 

through Faith alone, which 

we know from Scripture 

alone, for Christ’s account 

alone, to God alone be all the 

Glory! 

 Romans 3:21–31 
21But now the righteousness 

of God has been manifested 

apart from the law, although 

the Law and the Prophets bear 

witness to it— 22the 

righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no 

distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his 

grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

propitiation by his blood, to be received by 

faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had 

passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who 

has faith in Jesus. 
27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is 

excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we 

hold that one is justified by faith apart from 

works of the law. 29Or is God the God of Jews 

only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, 

of Gentiles also, 30since God is one. He will 

justify the circumcised by faith and the 

uncircumcised through faith. 31Do we then 

overthrow the law by this faith? By no means! 

On the contrary, we uphold the law. 
 

(All Bible verses are taken from the English Standard Version.)  
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Redeemer Lutheran Church in Nashville Celebrates 40 Years 

 

On September 11, 2022 Redeemer Lutheran Church in Nashville celebrated her 

4oth Anniversary (1982-2022) as a congregation. Rev. Philip Young, 

Redeemer’s pastor, recognized the faithful service of Redeemer’s founding 

pastor, (T) Rev. Chris Powell, and of Rev. Paul Donner who served as vacancy 

pastor prior to Pastor Young’s call. Pastor Young also presented a letter 

recognizing the occasion to the congregation from Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola, 

who’s duties as Mid-South District President prevented his attendance in person. 

The day concluded with a celebration luncheon where a collection of 

photographs of the church and her people, several now in the Church 

Triumphant, was displayed. 
 

Though now 40 years old, Redeemer has had the 

joy of being served by just two pastors in that 

time. Pastor Powell served from Redeemer’s 

incorporation as a congregation of the Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod in January 1982 until 

his retirement in October 2001. Pastor Young has 

served Redeemer since his installation in July of 

2002. On July 31, 2022 Pastor Young was 

surprised by the congregation with a recognition of his 20 years of service. The 

congregation gifted Pastor Young a stole for Advent season. May Our Lord Jesus 

Christ continue to bless all who enter the doors of Redeemer and preserve them in the one true faith.  
 

  

 

Consecration 

Sunday 
 

October 16 
 

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the 

biblical teaching of the need of the giver to 

give, rather than on the need of the Church 

to receive. Continually receiving 

forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, as well 

as daily bread, the Christian turns to offer 

thanksgiving to God for all things.  
 

Redeemer’s President 

Steve H receives Pres. 

Paavola’s letter on behalf 

of the congregation. 

July 2002 
Rev. Philip & Amy 

Young 

 

July 2022 

Rev. Philip & A 

Young 

T Rev. Powell T 
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October 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 
8 am Work 

Day (outdoor)  
 

2 Seventeenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School& Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 
 

3 
6:30 pm AA 

4 

 

5 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

6 7 

 

8 

9 Eighteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

10 
6:30 pm AA 

11 

 

12 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

13 14  
6:30pm 

LWML 

15 

 

16 Nineteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Consecration Sunday  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 
 

17 
6:30 pm AA 

18 
6:30 Council 

- Budget 

19 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

20 21 22 
8:30pm Men’s 

Breakfast  

23 Twentieth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Voters Assembly 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

6 p.m. Jr. & Sr. Youth 

Pumpkin Carving at 

Pastor & A Young’s 
 

24 
6:30 pm AA 

25 

 

26 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

27 

 

 

28 

 

29 

 

 

 

30 Reformation 

Day (observed) 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study LWML 

Mite Collection 

Reformation Day Pot-

luck  

Choir 
 

31 
6:30 pm AA 
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