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Discernment

“Discernment” is mentioned a number of times in the Bible. While there are a few different words
translated “discernment,” the overall meaning of these terms seems to be: identifying good and evil, marking
truth and false doctrine, and knowing the ways of the Lord. In the Bible, discernment is often paired with
wisdom, and it is a quality that is given in greater measure to some. It is also considered a spiritual gift.
However, it is something that every Christian is to exercise continually. For instance, concerning the gift of
extraordinary discernment, when the Lord appeared to Solomon and told him to ask whatever he wanted,
Solomon said, “Give you servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that | may discern
between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” (1 Kings 3:9). It pleased the Lord that
Solomon asked for “understanding to discern what is right,” and so God said, “I give you a wise and discerning
mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you” (1 Kings 3:11-12).
Solomon’s incredible discernment was then revealed in his famous split-the-baby decision (Read 1 Kings 3:16-
28).

In 1 Corinthians, discernment is one of the spiritual gifts, “the ability to distinguish between spirits” (1
Cor. 12:10). Butin 1 John, all the hearers of the letter are told, “Do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits
to see whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).

Charles Spurgeon is said to have taught, “Discernment is not knowing the difference between right and
wrong. It is knowing the difference between right and almost right.” The Bible says discernment is the practice
of Christians growing in understanding good and evil: “But solid food is for the mature, for those who have
their powers of discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil” (Heb. 5:14). Again, all
Christians are to grow in this practice that they have discerning hearts and minds in our deceptive and complex
world. “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Rom. 12:2).

Apparently, testing, or proving, is the required means of discerning. “And it is my prayer that your love
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent,
and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ” (Phil. 1:9-10).

“Test everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every THANKSGIVING DAY
form of evil” (1 Thess. 5:21-22).
If we want to grow in discernment, it is essential to know MATINS SERVICE

God’s Word, the standard by which all things in the world are to
be measured. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and NOVEMBER 24
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equipped for every good work” (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The Bereans proved most discerning when, in listening to the

Apostle Paul, “they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things
were so” (Acts 17:11).

As Lutherans, perhaps the holy desire for discernment is best seen in the way we pray for God’s will to
be done for us: “God’s will is done when he breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose of the devil, the
world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let his kingdom come; and when he
strengthens and keeps us firm in his Word and faith until we die” (Small Cat.).

May we become ever more discerning according to the will of Lord who has written about the ways of
the world, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning, I will thwart” (1 Cor.
1:19).

— Pastor Young

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/
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Kroger Community Rewards
Program

Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can
link your Kroger Plus Card to their
Community Rewards Program online
and Redeemer will receive a quarterly
check. Redeemer has elected to place
these dollars in the Sanctuary
Renovation Fund. In fact, we just
received a check for $56.75. Simple,
easy stewardship! Contact Redeemer’s

office for details on how to participate.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thank you for supporting the Lord's work by
partnering with us! We praise the Lord for
your generosity, and we also thank you for
your gift.

We are still stateside for Dale's cancer
treatment. But we are seeing the light at the
end of the tunnel, and we pray that we will
soon be back in Prague and back to our face-
to-face work with St. Michael. Dale is still
leading a Bible study and catechetical
instruction online and is also planning
worship and writing sermons.

Please, put the end of Dale's treatment in
your prayers as well as the church in Prague.
We pray for your service to the King of
Kings!

We commend you to Christ,
Rev. Dale and Suzanne Kaster
Your Missionaries to the Czech Republic
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"The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has
feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays
hold of me."

Dr. Martin Luther

Redeemer’s new Pulpit Frontal for use on
Reformation Day, Church Anniversary,
Installation & Ordination.
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of
Him who sent me, night is coming when no one
can work” (John 9:4).

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in Ghana.

Baptism: There was no baptism.

Leadership Training Class: The weekly

leadership class continues to meet on
Saturdays from 9-3pm. This class is very
important because the lay leaders are guided to
use prepared sermon outlines to preach on
Sundays. Doing Bible studies and doctrinal
lessons are adequately having the lay leaders
prepared to lead churches.

Evangelism/Outreach: The evangelism team

performed house-to-house evangelism at
Baakang and Boarin communities that have
members in Emmanuel Lutheran Church.

Radio broadcast programs: By the grace of

God, the collapse of Source FM Radio station’s
tower is now fixed. SOURCE and MAXX FM
radio stations are used to broadcast the true
gospel to as many as 50,000 people weekly.

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): Schools
reopened for the third term of the 2022
academic year on September 13. It is

overwhelming to count the number of parents
seeking admission for their wards. The location
of CPS is quite safe in the face of the chieftaincy
conflict so parents are withdrawing their
children from schools in the volatile areas to
CPS. After conducting tests and interviews, the
school has considered admitting some of the
children.

For the first time, the government permitted
CPS to participate in a district Maths and
Science for Junior High schools in the district
(more than 25 schools competing). CPS has
won and reached the finals which would take
place on October 4.

Fertilizers for Church Leaders: We praise God

for the gift of fertilizers received through Ghana
Harvest for the second application of crops.
Crops look very healthy.

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the Church:

By the grace of God we pray to have the frame
work and roofing of the multi-purpose building.
The project was suspended to enable us focus
on building a permanent structure for St. James
Lutheran Church in Teraug, which the Lord has
done for us.

St. James Lutheran Church chapel

construction: The construction of St. James
Lutheran Church chapel has been very fast. The
members have worked very hard using the gifts
received for the project. Wood framework and
roofing are done. We rejoice to have a
permanent and safe place for worship and
other activities.

Burials: Three burials (all women) in St.
Matthew, St. Luke and St. Paul. We pray the
Lord to grant the bereaved families comfort.

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:

1. Praise the Lord for the support Ghana
Harvest provides for the weekly radio program,
evangelism, leadership training, roofing of St.
James chapel and provision of second
application of fertilizers for church leaders.

2. We thank and praise God for the wonderful
work Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) is
doing by assisting six (6) language groups in
Ghana to translate, print, publish and distribute
to readers in Ghana. We pray for the reprint of



Kusaal and Konkomba A Child’s Garden of Bible
Stories and printing of the Augsburg Confession
in Twi and Fante.

3. We thank and praise the Lord for individuals
who have helped us in many diverse ways to
the glory of God.

4. We praise the Lord for the completion of the
construction of St. James Lutheran Church
chapel in Teraug.

5. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets funds
to purchase more textbooks for the students.

6. Pray for final year students of CPS who would
be writing their final exams beginning October
17.

7. Pray for more support for the construction of
the multi-purpose building for the church. The
project has reached the roofing framework
level. The church is growing and the need for
such a building is important.

8. Pray for peace in Bawku area due to
chieftaincy conflict. In our regular prayer
meetings one elderly prayed: “God the people
do not want to listen to you to stop fighting. My
prayer is that when the Mamprusis fire guns let
water come out and when the Kusasis fire a
gun let water come out.” This prayer touched
everyone who wanted the guns fired by their
tribesmen kill the opponent, but this woman
wants no destruction of life.

9. We thank and praise the Lord for your active
participation and support in the Ghana mission
and ministry.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has
material possessions and sees his brother in
need but has no pity on him, how can the love of
God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17)

Pastor Nicholas Salifu

MEDITATION V. AN
EXERCISE OF FAITH FROM
THE LOVE OF CHRIST IN THE
AGONY OF DEATH.

Let not, | beseech Thee, the blessed benefits
of Thy passion be denied me. Let not Thy
precious blood become of no avail in freeing my
soul from sin... The very idea of death terrifies
me; and yet death will mark the end of my sins
and the beginning of a perfectly holy life. Then
at last shall | be able to please Thee perfectly, O
my God; then at last shall I be established in
goodness and virtue... I have sinned, O Lord,
and my sins are many and great beyond
measure; and yet may | never voluntarily
commit that most heinous sin of charging Thee
with a lie, when Thou dost declare by words and
by works and by an oath, that perfect
satisfaction hath been rendered for mine
iniquities. | fear not my sins, for Thou art my
righteousness; | fear not my ignorance, for Thou
art my wisdom (1 Cor. i. 30); | fear not death,
for Thou art my life (John xiv. 6); | fear not my
errors, for Thou art my truth; | fear not my
corruption, for Thou art my resurrection (John
xi. 25); | fear not the pains of death, for Thou art
my joy; | fear not even the terrors of judgment,
for Thou art my righteousness.

Thou art my wedding garment, which | put on
in my baptism (Gal. iii. 27)...In this garment
shall I appear before Thee in Thy heavenly
kingdom; this robe shall so cover my confusion
and shame that they will be remembered no
more forever. Then shall | appear before Thy
face glorious and holy, and this flesh of mine,
this body of mine, shall be clothed in Thine
effulgent glory, even a glory that shall continue
forever and ever. Come, Lord Jesus, come; and
let him that loveth Thee say, come (Rev. xxii.
20)!

JOHANN GERHARD’S
SACRED MEDITATIONS.
Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M.

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Medit
ation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
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All Saints’ Day November 1
This feast is the most comprehensive of the days
of commemoration, encompassing the entire
scope of that great cloud of witnesses with
which we are surrounded (Hebrews 12:1). It
holds before the eyes of faith that great
multitude which no man can number: all the
saints of God in Christ — from every nation,
race, culture, and language — who have come
“out of the great tribulation ... who have
washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:9, 14). As
such, it sets before us the full height and depth
and breadth and length of our dear Lord’s
gracious salvation (Ephesians 3:17-19). It shares
with Easter a celebration of the resurrection,
since all those who have died with Christ Jesus
have also been raised with Him (Romans 6:3-8).
It shares with Pentecost a celebration of the
ingathering of the entire Church catholic —in
heaven and on earth, in all times and places — in
the one Body of Christ, in the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. Just as we have all been
called to the one hope that belongs to our call,
“one Lord, one faith, one baptism, on God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and
in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). And the Feast of All
Saints shares with the final Sundays of the
Church Year an eschatological focus on the life
everlasting and a confession that “the sufferings
of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us”
(Romans 8:18). In all of these emphases, the
purpose of this feast is to fix our eyes upon
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, that
we might not grow weary or fainthearted

(Hebrews 12:2-3).
(Treasury of Daily Prayer, CPH 2008, pp.871-72)

Verse for All Saints’ Day
Alleluia. Since we are surrounded by so great
a cloud of witnesses, let us [look] to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith. Alleluia.
Heb. 12:1a, 2a

Gradual for All Saints’ Day

These are the ones coming out of the great

tribu- | lation.*
They have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood | of the Lamb.

Blessed are those whose strength is | in you,*
in whose heart are the highways to | Zion.

Rev. 7:14b; Ps. 84:5

Revelation 7:9-17

SAfter this I looked, and behold, a great
multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with
palm branches in their hands, °and crying out
with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our
God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
1And all the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the four
living creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God,
25aying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and
ever! Amen.”

For All the Saints LSB 677
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who Thee by faith before the world
confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine!
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

)




Dear Friends:

I know that it has been a while since | last sent
an update. Last Spring while playing tennis for the
Seminary team, | fell and broke my left wrist. To
repair the damage, | underwent surgery in which the
medical staff inserted a Titanium plate and 11
screws. | was rehabilitating while finishing my
classwork. Despite the setback I turned in
everything within an acceptable timeframe. The
professors were gracious in allowing me to turn in
handwritten papers, others I dictated to the
computer, and others were exchanged for a
conversation concerning the topic at hand. God
blessed me with a skilled Surgeon and Occupational
Therapist who have me back at about 95%. Strength
training from here on out is up to me.

Well, the temperature has dropped, the leaves
are changing, and we are sliding from Summer to
Fall. We just finished the first half of the Fall
Semester. | had some interesting first-half classes.
Leading by Preaching was led by Dr. Haupt. |
really enjoy preaching classes. | also had Psalms
class with Dr. Saleska, who wrote the Concordia
Commentary on Psalm 1-50. The Psalms are
fascinating in that they are poetry, so they can’t be
read like prose. Some aspects of the poems can only
be appreciated in Hebrew. For instance, Psalm 119
is a long acrostic in which each section has every
line begin with the same Hebrew letter. You don’t
see the effect in English. My other class is a history
class that goes throughout the Fall Semester. Dr.
Bode and Dr. Hermann teach a class on the
Controversy in the LCMS in the 1960s and 1970s.
Interesting stuff!

Starting next week, | will have the Controversy
class as well as Gospel of John, Systematics, and
Religion and Society in America. We also have
Greek Lab and Hebrew Lab once a week. In the
labs we prepare for the language exit exams in
vocabulary and syntax/ grammar for each language.
The tests are designed for us to take during our
fourth year, so most of the fellas have an additional
year of study in the languages, so it has been an
uphill battle. These tests have me stressed so pray
for success on them. Thanks!

I have done a lot of preaching in the last couple
of months. | thought it best to take advantage of as

many opportunities as | could while the class load
was light. | preached a sermon series at my Field
Experience church, Chai v’ Shalom. The three
consecutive sermons were on self-idolatry and the
three Articles of the Apostle’s Creed. Then I
preached in Guthrie, Oklahoma. Later that day the
members of Zion had a baked goods auction that
was awesome! The following week | preached at our
home congregation, Christ the Redeemer in Tulsa,
Oklahoma. Last week | was asked to do an
emergency substitution to help Rev. Terry Quick at
Mason Pointe, a beautiful retirement facility. | had
done some work there under Pastor Quick’s
supervision, so | was anxious to help.

The boys are doing well. Peter was promoted at
the restaurant in Tulsa. William has been in Kansas,
and Steven had to go to Florida for a month this
summer, but he is back now. We had the privilege
of keeping Steven’s 1001b Chocolate Labrador
Retriever, Remi, for about 4 months. We did a lot of
walking. He is an older dog, but a good boy around
other people. Steven came to get him and take him
back to Delaware.

Deb continues to work remotely for the
Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits. Currently there
are only two people in her department and therefore,
she is very busy. Around Thanksgiving we will go
back to Tulsa so that she can run one of their big
fundraising events. She is the meticulous, detail-
oriented person in our relationship. | thank God for
her every day.

We are going to see my mom on Thursday. She
recently fell and broke her elbow and subsequently
had surgery. Prayers for her healing are appreciated.

Thank you for all you do to support our
Seminary experience! We couldn’t do it without
you!

Deon and Debra H.
St. Louis, MO
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Auction begins October 30™ and
concludes November 20™

with a trivia lunch event

Proceeds to benefit:

Ghana Harvest www.ghanaharvest.org

Luther Classical College
www.lutherclassical.org

Lutherans for Lite  [utheransforlife.org

oy

H Auction donations now being accepted.

Looking for handmade items, .

holiday themed items, and ﬁ
themed baskets.

gwﬂ Also, there will be a table for baked goods
"~ to be brought on the day of the auction. @
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November 2022

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
9:45 Matins
10 Bible Study
5 Confirmation
6 All Saints’ Day | 7 8 9 10 11 12
6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins 6:30pm
(Obse.rv.ed) . 10 Bible Study LWML
9:30 Divine Service . .
5 Confirmation
Door Offering
Voters Assembly
Sunday School
Daylight Saving
Time Ends (Fall
Back)
Choir
13 Twenty-third | 14 15 16 17 18 19
Sunday after 6:30 pm AA 6:30 Council | 9:45 Matins 8:30pm
Pentecost - Budget 10 Bible Study Men’s
9:30 Divine Service 5 Confirmation Breakfast
Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study
Choir
20 Last Sunday | 21 22 23 24 25 26
of the Church 6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins 10 6:30 Church 9 Church
Year 10 Bible Study Thanksgiving Work Day - Work Day -
9:30 Divine Service Day Matins | o8 tmas | for Christmas
Sunday School & Service Season Season
Adult Bible Study
Presentation of
Budget & Council
Slate
Silent Auction
Closes / Potluck /
Trivia
Choir
27 First Sunday | 28 29 30
in Advent 6:30 pm AA 9:45 Matins
9:30 Divine Service 10 Bible Study
LWML Mite 5 Confirmation
Collection 6 Supper
Sunday School & 7 Advent

Adult Bible Study
Choir

Evening Prayer
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