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December 2022 

 

Angels We Have Heard 
 

 “Angels we have heard on high.”  Throughout the history in the Bible, God sent his spirit messengers to 

reveal themselves on earth at key points in the plan of salvation.  When it came time for the Messiah to take on 

flesh, angels were utilized in a significant way to make the event known.  A few chosen human beings were 

visited by angelic beings.  How incredible to see heavenly spirits!  However, rather than being overly impressed 

by the vision given to these selected servants of God over two thousand years ago, we are to focus on what the 

angels said.  To be an angel is, after all, to be a messenger of God.  And what they announced is recorded for us 

as well. 

 In our midweek Advent services, we will explore the heavenly messages surrounding the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The midweek Advent service schedule is as follows: 

 

Angels We Have Heard 
 

Wed., November 30  –  The Angel Gabriel  

Text:  Luke 1:5-25 

 

 Wed., December 7 –   An Angel of the Lord 

Text:  Matthew 1:18-25 

 

 Wed., December 14 –   The Angel Gabriel Again 

Text:  Luke 1:26-38 

 

 Services are at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.  After the last 

midweek service on December 14, Amy and I will again be hosting the congregation for a hot cider and 

dessert reception in the library. 

 

– Pastor Young   
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“As long as it is day, we must work the works of 

Him who sent me, night is coming when no one 

can work” (John 9:4). 
 

Greetings: Greetings from your brothers and 

sisters in Ghana. We have entered the dry 

season as harvesting of beans and some crops 

have started. We already rejoice in the Lord for 

the good and healthy crops we have been 

given.  
 

Baptism: Through the waters of baptism the 

Lord has brought eight members (one man, two 

women and five children) to be members of the 

Lord’s body.  
 

Reformation Day: “When I look at myself, I 

don’t see how I can be saved. But when I look 

at Christ, I don’t see how I can be lost” (Martin 

Luther). We are saved by grace alone through 

faith in Christ alone. Our works cannot save us.  
 

Leadership Training Class: Eighteen leaders 

continue to meet every Saturday from 9-3pm 

to study, discuss and support one another 

during the week in teaching Bible studies, 

leading worship services and nurturing the 

congregations. What a blessing to have such 

leaders in the church!  
 

Evangelism/Outreach: The evangelism work 

carried out at Baakang last month has been a 

great blessing. Eight people joined Immanuel 

Lutheran Church. Their request was “can you 

come and open a church for us?” Pusiga and 

communities near Bazua have asked us to open 

churches for them. We pray that in a year’s 

time the two seminarians would have 

completed their studies in the seminary and 

they would be used to serve these new areas.  
 

Pastoral Leadership Institute International 

conference (PLII): The conference was held in 

Nakpanduri from October 18-21, 2022. Pastors 

being spiritual leaders are required to “multiply 

leaders” so that the Great Commission could be 

carried out. The invitation of pastors’ wives to 

conference was very welcome. The resource 

persons came from PLI in the USA.  
 

Radio broadcast 

programs: As  usual 

Source FM and Maxx FM 

radio stations are used to 

broadcast the true Word 

of God on Saturdays and 

Sundays.  
 

Concordia Preparatory 

School (CPS): By the grace of God, the pioneers 

(1st batch) have completed their studies and 

written the national Basic Education Certificate 

Examination that would qualify them to enter 

the Senior High School. We are praying that 

they come out with flying colors. 
 

As the school grows it is natural that we face 

some challenges such as textbooks, furniture 

(table and 

chairs), more 

qualified 

teachers. By the 

grace of God, we 

almost have all 

the needed 

classrooms.  
 

St. James Lutheran Church chapel 

construction: Members of the congregation 

rejoice in the Lord for having a permanent 

chapel. The need for the congregation is 

cement floor. So far it is the only chapel left 

apart from Grace Lutheran Church that do not 

have cement floor. Members have already 
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gathered sand and stones and with the 

provision of cement the floor would be fixed.  
 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church chapel floor: By the 

grace of God the floor of Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church chapel has been fixed. Thanks be to God 

for the gift received from brethren in Wyoming 

that ena bled us to purchase cement and hire a 

concrete mixer for the project.  

 
 

Multi-Purpose Building Project for the Church: 

We pray the Lord to open doors for us to get 

funds to provide the roofing framework for the 

multipurpose building at St. John’s in Kpalugu.  

Burials: Late Madam Mary Atubiga (age 90) and 

Moses Amateba of Immanuel and Comfort 

Alale of Bethel were buried. All the deceased 

were more than 80 years old. We praise the 

Lord they still trusted the Lord till they were 

called home. We have witnessed families that 

forced their aged to leave Christianity to join 

idol worshipping just before their death. The 

perception is that a widow must revert to idol 

worshipping so that when she dies, she would 

join her late husband who was an idol 

worshipper.  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:  

1. Praise the Lord for the support Ghana 

Harvest provides for the weekly radio program, 

evangelism, leadership training, etc.  
 

2. We thank and praise God for the wonderful 

work Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) is 

doing by assisting six (6) language groups in 

Ghana to translate, print, publish and distribute 

to readers in Ghana. We pray for the reprint of 

Kusaal and Konkomba A Child’s Garden of Bible 

Stories and printing of the Augsburg Confession 

in Twi and Fante.  
 

3. We thank and praise the Lord for individuals 

who have helped us to floor Ebenezer Lutheran 

Church chapel and in many diverse ways to the 

glory of God.  
 

4. We pray to receive assistance to purchase 

cement and hire a concrete mixer to floor St. 

James chapel in Teraug.  
 

5. Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets funds 

to purchase more textbooks for the students.  
 

6. Pray for Concordia Preparatory School to get 

funds to purchase tables and chairs for the 

students.  
 

7. Pray for more support for the construction of 

the multi-purpose building for the church. The 

project has reached the roofing framework 

level. The church is growing and the need for 

such a building is important.  
 

8. We praise the Lord for the peace that now 

prevails in the Bawku area.  
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has 

material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17) 
 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 
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MEDITATION XIV. THE MYSTERY OF 

THE INCARNATION 

Let us now go with the shepherds to the 

manger of Christ, that is, His church, and as He 

lay in that manger in swaddling clothes, so in 

the sacred scriptures, we shall find our Saviour. 

Let us also with a lively recollection of the 

words of this mystery, like Mary, the blessed 

mother of our Lord, keep pondering them 

continually in our hearts (Luke ii. 19). Let us 

with glad voices join in the angels’ song, and 

render unto 

the Lord the 

thanks due 

unto His 

name for His 

marvelous 

benefits to us. 

Let us rejoice 

and shout for 

joy with the 

whole 

multitude of 

the heavenly 

host. For if 

the angels 

rejoiced so greatly on 

our account, how 

much more ought we rejoice, to whom this 

Child is born, to whom this Son is given (Is. ix. 

6)…O let us admire the marvelous goodness of 

our God, who, when we could not ascend to 

Him, hesitated not to descend to us. Let us stand 

in wonder at the marvelous power of our God, 

who was able to unite in one two natures so 

diverse as the divine and human, so that one and 

the same Person is now both God and man. 

 

MEDITATION XV. THE SAVING 

BENEFITS OF CHRIST’S INCARNATION 

“BEHOLD, I bring you good tidings of great 

joy” (Luke ii. 10), said the angel at the birth of 

our Saviour. Great indeed is the joy thus 

announced, aye, greater than the human mind 

can conceive. It was a dreadful thing for us to 

lie under the holy wrath of God, to be led 

captive by the devil at his will, and to be under 

sentence of eternal condemnation; but it was 

still more dreadful that men were ignorant of 

their awful condition, or utterly indifferent to it. 

And now the angel brings the good tidings that 

He hath come into the world who will free us 

from all these evils. He came as the Physician to 

the spiritually sick, as the Redeemer to the 

captives of sin, as the Way to those who had 

wandered afar off, as the Life to the dead in 

trespasses and sins, and as a Saviour to the lost. 

As Moses (Ex. 

iii. 10) was 

sent by the 

Lord to deliver 

the Israelites 

from the 

bondage of 

Egypt, so was 

Christ sent by 

the Father to 

redeem 

mankind from 

the bondage of 

the devil. As 

the dove, after 

the waters of 

the flood had 

abated from the face of 

the earth, brought back 

an olive leaf to Noah in 

the ark (Gen. viii. 11), so Christ came to earth to 

preach peace and reconciliation between man 

and God. Well may we rejoice, then, and 

magnify the mercy of our God. What good thing 

will He, who loved us while we were yet His 

enemies (Rom. v. 8), disdaining not to take our 

human nature into the very closest union with 

His divinity, withhold from those who are 

partakers with Him of the same flesh? Who has 

ever hated His own flesh (Eph. v. 29)? How can 

He possibly cast us off, when by an exercise of 

such exalted and infinite mercy, He hath made 

us partakers of His own nature? 
 

JOHANN GERHARD’S 

SACRED MEDITATIONS. 

Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M. 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Medit

ation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf  
  

Credit: The angel Gabriel announces the birth of Jesus to Mary; the light of 

the Holy Spirit alights on her brow. Etching by V. Lefebvre, c. 1670, after 

Titian. Wellcome Collection. Public Domain Mark 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gfjbwzca
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/pdm/
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December 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

 

4 Second 

Sunday in 

Advent 

9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School 

Voters’ Assembly 

(Budget & Council 

Slate)  

Choir 

 

5 

6:30 pm AA 

6 

 

7 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

8 9 

6:30pm 

LWML 

10 

 

11 Third Sunday 

in Advent 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

Choir 

TBD Redeemer’s 

Christmas Open 

House 

 

12 

6:30 pm AA 

13 

6:30 Council 

14 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Advent 

Evening Prayer 

 

15 16 17 

1:30-3 Wedding 

Anniversary 

Reception – 50th  

18 Fourth 

Sunday in 

Advent  

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study  

Choir 

 

19 

6:30 pm AA 

 

20 

 

21 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

22  23  

 

24 The 

Nativity of 

Our Lord 

(Christmas 

Eve) 

5 Divine Service 

25 The Nativity 

of Our Lord 

(Christmas Day) 

9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & 

Adult Bible Study 

Choir 

 

26 

6:30 pm AA 

27 28 29 30 31 
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 
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