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March 2023 

Jesus our Prophet, Priest, and King (Continued) 
  

In the Small Catechism Explanation the question is asked, “For what threefold office was Christ anointed?”  

The answer is then given:  “Christ was anointed to be our Prophet, Priest, and King.” 

In the Old Testament those who were anointed for service in the nation of Israel were prophets, priests, and 

kings.  Moses was instructed to consecrate Aaron as priest with these instructions:  “You shall take the anointing oil 

and pour it on his head and anoint him” (Ex. 29:7).  The Lord instructed Elijah, “Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall 

anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be prophet in your 

place” (1 Kings 19:16). 

Whereas the Old Testament prophets, priests, and kings were not perfect in their keeping of the moral law 

and their offices were limited, Jesus was anointed to be the perfect and true Prophet, Priest, and King, and his 

threefold office was without limit.  As it says in Hebrews about the Son of God, “God, your God, has anointed you 

with the oil of gladness beyond your companions” (Heb. 1:9).  The Lutheran theologian Edward Koehler writes, 

“[Christ’s] office was not limited as was the office of the prophets, priests, and kings of old, who were but shadows 

and types of the future Messiah; Christ was anointed to be our real Prophet, Priest, and King” (A Summary of 

Christian Doctrine, p. 83).   

In the Gospels, our Lord Christ is fully aware of his role to fill up what was lacking in the Old Testament 

nation and people’s keeping of the covenant.  Koehler writes, “Christ Himself says:  ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor” (Luke 4:18) [Prophet!]; “the Son of Man came . 

. . to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matt. 20:28) [Priest!]; “thou sayest that I am a King” (John 18:37) [King!] 

(p. 107). 

In our midweek Lenten services we will be exploring the various Old Testament “types” of prophets, priests, 

and kings, and the perfection in Christ.  However, we will cover them in this order:  King, Prophet, Priest.  
 

Midweek services continue: 

Jesus our Prophet, Priest, and King (Continued)  
 

Ash Wed., Feb. 22 –  King:  David – Psalm 51 
 

Wed., Mar. 1 –  King:  Josiah – 2 Chr. 34:1-3; 35:20-27 
 

Wed., Mar. 8 –  Prophet:  Moses – Deut. 34 

     Pulpit Exchange – Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension 
 

Wed., Mar. 15 –  Prophet:  Elijah – Mt. 17:9-13 
 

Wed., Mar. 22 –  Priest:  Aaron – Ex. 28:1-4, 31-38 

     Pulpit Exchange – Guest Preacher Rev. Greg Bauch, Ascension 
 

Wed., Mar. 29 –  Priest:  Melchizedek – Heb. 7:1-17 
 

 Please note that there will be a Pulpit Exchange with Pastor Greg Bauch from our sister congregation 

Ascension Lutheran in Madison, TN.  We pray that both congregations are edified by this joint sermon series.  

 All services are at 7:00 p.m.  There will be a meal provided each Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

                                                                                                                               

 – Pastor Young                          
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 
 

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

Gradual for Lent 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him 

endured the cross,  

despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand  

of the | throne of God. 
Hebrews 12:2 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Collect of the Day for First Sunday 

in Lent 
 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people 

through the wilderness and brought them to 

the promised land. Guide the people of Your 

Church that following our Savior we may 

walk through the wilderness of this world 

toward the glory of the world to come; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.580 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 
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MEDITATION III. THE  

BENEFITS OF TRUE  

REPENTANCE.  
 

“Repent: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand,” says 

Christ. 
 

The very foundation and principle of a holy life 

is godly sorrow for sin. For where there is true 

penitence there is forgiveness of sin; where 

there is forgiveness of sin there is the grace of 

God; where the grace of God is there is Christ; 

where Christ is there is Christ’s merit; where 

Christ’s merit is there is satisfaction for sin; 

where there is satisfaction there is justification; 

where there is justification there is a glad and 

quiet conscience; where there is peace of 

conscience there is the Holy Spirit; where the 

Holy Spirit is present there is the ever blessed 

Trinity; and where the Holy Trinity is there is 

life eternal. Therefore where there is true 

penitence there is life eternal. And hence where 

there is no true penitence there is neither 

forgiveness of sins, nor the grace of God, nor 

Christ, nor His merit, nor satisfaction for sin, 

nor justification, nor peace of conscience, nor 

the Holy Spirit, nor the blessed Trinity, nor 

eternal life. Why therefore do we delay 

repentance? Why put it off until tomorrow? 

Neither tomorrow nor true repentance is in our 

own power. For we must render an account at 

the final judgment not only for tomorrow, but 

for today as well. That tomorrow shall come is 

not certain, but that everlasting destruction 

shall overtake the impenitent is certain. God 

has promised grace to the penitent soul, but He 

does not promise a tomorrow. 

 

Christ’s satisfaction is of no effect but in the 

heart of the truly contrite. Our iniquities 

separate between God and us, writes the 

prophet Isaiah ([[lix. 2 >> Is 59.2]]); but 

through repentance we are again restored to 

His favor. Confess and bewail the guilt of thy 

sin; so shalt thou realize that God is reconciled 

to thee in Christ. “I have blotted out as a thick 

cloud thy transgressions” (Is. xliv. 22), says the 

Lord. Our sins were therefore recorded in the 

court of heaven. “Hide Thy face from my sins” 

(Ps. li. 9), prays the prophet. The Lord hath set 

our iniquities before Him (Ps. xc. 8). “Return 

unto us, O Lord” (Ps. xc. 13), was the prayer of 

Moses. Thus our sins separate us from God. 

“Our sins testify against us” (Is. lix. 12), 

complains the prophet Isaiah. They accuse us 

therefore at the bar of divine justice. “Cleanse 

me from my sin” (Ps. li. 12), pleads David; and 

thus sin is revealed as a foul defilement in the 

sight of God. “Heal my soul, for I have sinned 

against Thee,” again he prays. And thus sin is a 

disease of the soul. “Whosoever hath sinned 

against me, him will I blot out of my book” (Ex. 

xxxii. 33), saith the Lord. Therefore on account 

of our sins we shall be blotted out of the book 

of life. “Cast me not away from Thy presence” 

(Ps. li.11), was the Psalmist’s earnest prayer. 

Thus for our sins God casts us off. “Take not 

Thy Holy Spirit from me” (Ps. li. 11). Therefore 

by sin we drive the Holy Spirit of God from the 

temple of our hearts, just as bees are driven 

away by smoke, and doves by a foul odor. 

“Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation” (Ps. 

li. 12). Therefore sin brings anguish of soul, and 

wastes the very powers of our hearts. “The 

earth also is defiled under the inhabitants 

thereof, because they have transgressed the 

laws,” exclaims the prophet Isaiah ([[xxiv. 5 >> 

Is. 24.5]]). Therefore sin is a sort of infectious 

poison. “Out of the depths have I cried unto 

Thee, O Lord” (Ps. cxxx. 1), says the Psalmist. 

Hence by our sins we are cast down even to 

hell. Formerly we “were dead in trespasses and 

sins” (Eph. ii. 1), according to the Apostle. 

Therefore sin is spiritual death to the soul. 

Through mortal sin man loses God. God is the 

infinite and incomprehensible Good; to lose 

God is therefore an infinite and inconceivable 

calamity. As God is the greatest Good, so sin is 

the greatest evil. Punishments and afflictions 

are not real evils, because much good may 

come out of them. On the other hand we should 
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esteem them good because they come from 

God, the highest Good, from whom naught but 

good can come. Christ Himself, the highest 

Good, suffers such afflictions, and He could not 

be a partaker of what was really evil. They lead 

also to the highest Good, that is, eternal life. 

Through suffering Christ entered into His glory 

(Luke xxiv. 26); and through much tribulation 

must we Christians enter into eternal life (Acts 

xiv. 22). Sin is the greatest evil, because it 

draws us away from the highest Good; the 

nearer we approach God, the farther we get 

away from sin; the nearer we come to sin, the 

farther do we withdraw from God. How 

salutary then is true repentance, which releases 

us from sin and leads us back to God. Sin is so 

exceeding sinful, because of the greatness of 

God, whom we offend by our sin; and so great 

is He, that the heavens and the earth cannot 

contain Him. And on the other hand our 

repentance is so great because of the greatness 

of Him to whom through our repentance we 

return. The sinner’s conscience, which he has 

defiled through sin, the Creator whom he has 

offended, the very fault by which he 

transgressed, the blessings which he has thus 

abused, and the devil at whose impulse it was 

committed, all unite in accusations against 

him. How blessed is repentance which frees 

him from such an accusation! 

 

Let us make haste, then, let us make haste to 

employ this sovereign remedy for our sinful 

malady. If thou shouldst repent even in the 

hour of death, thou wouldst not so much 

forsake thy sins, as thy sins would forsake thee. 

Thou wilt scarcely find one who has truly 

repented in the hour of death, except indeed 

the thief upon the cross. “Fourteen years have I 

served thee” ([[Gen. xxi. 41 >> Gen 31.41]]), 

said Jacob to Laban; “it is time now that I 

provide for mine own house,” and thou—if thou 

hast been so careful for thy life in this world for 

so many years—is it not reasonable and proper 

that thou shouldst now begin to provide for 

thine immortal soul? Day by day our fleshly 

nature leads us into new sins; let the Holy 

Spirit then wash them away by our daily sorrow 

and repentance. Christ died that sin might die 

in us; and can we willingly let it live and reign 

in our hearts, since the Son of God Himself 

gave up His life to destroy its power in us? 

 

Christ does not enter the heart of a man unless 

a John the Baptist first prepare the way for 

Him by repentance. God does not pour the oil 

of His mercy except into the vessel of a truly 

contrite heart. God first puts the soul to death, 

as it were, through contrition, that He may 

afterwards quicken it through the consolation 

of the Holy Spirit (1 Sam. ii. 6). He casts it 

down to hell in godly sorrow for sin, that He 

may bring it up again by the blessed power of 

His grace. Elijah first heard the great and 

strong wind rending the mountains and 

breaking in pieces the rocks, and after the wind 

an earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire; 

and at length the still small voice ([[1 Kings xix. 

22 >> 1 Kings 19.12]]); thus the terror of the 

law precedes the sweetness of divine love, and 

sorrow for sin the consolation of the Spirit. God 

does not bind up thy wounds, until thou 

acknowledge and deplore thy sin. God does not 

cover thine iniquities, until thou first uncover 

them in humble penitence; He forgives them 

not until thou hast confessed them; He does 

not justify thee until thou hast first condemned 

thyself; and He does not afford His rich 

consolations until thou hast first despaired of 

help in thyself. May God work true repentance 

in us through His Holy Spirit! 
 
JOHANN GERHARD’S 

SACRED MEDITATIONS. 

Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M. 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-

%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf  

 

  

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
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The following overtures to the 2023 Synod 

Convention were passed by the Nashville 

Circuit Forum on February 19, 2023: 
 

To Hold a Day of Fasting, Prayer and 

Repentance for the Response 

to the Coronavirus Pandemic during the 

Years 2020, 2021 and 2022 
 

WHEREAS, God commands, “Remember the 

Sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex 20:8); and 

WHEREAS, Our Lord and Savior proclaims, 

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God” (Mt 4:4); 

and 

WHEREAS, The apostle Peter declares, “We 

must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29); and 

WHEREAS, The Scriptures admonish 

Christians to “consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near” (Heb 10:24-25); and 

WHEREAS, One’s Christian liberty should not 

be determined by someone else’s conscience (1 Cor 

10:29); and 

WHEREAS, It is erroneous to teach that the 

Sacrament of the Altar is “a matter of liberty, not of 

necessity, and that it is enough if [Christians] 

simply believe.  Thus, the great majority go so far 

that they become quite barbarous and ultimately 

despise both the sacrament and God’s Word” 

(Large Catechism V.41); and 

WHEREAS, During the years 2020, 2021 and 

2022, responses to the Coronavirus pandemic by 

congregations, pastors, Synod leadership, and 

affiliated educational institutions included the 

cancellation of communal, in-person worship 

services, the “online” administration of the 

Sacrament, the urging of experimental and 

controversially-sourced vaccinations, and the 

submission to the Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration’s vaccine mandate; and 

WHEREAS, These responses inculcated in 

God’s flock and the world at-large the ideas that 

communal, in-person worship is non-essential, that 

worship of God should give way to earthly fear, and 

that public opinion or government demand can 

supersede the command of God; and 

WHEREAS, These responses undoubtedly led 

to a burdening of Christian consciences and false 

accusations of not loving one’s neighbor as oneself; 

and 

WHEREAS, The great societal distress over the 

Coronavirus pandemic ought to have finally 

compelled the church to keep her doors open; 

 

therefore, be it 

 Resolved, That Synod appoint a Sunday as a 

day of fasting, prayer, and repentance for the 

response to the Coronavirus pandemic during the 

years 2020, 2021 and 2022, and encourage all 

LCMS congregations, pastors, Synod leadership, 

and affiliated educational institutions to observe it. 

 

Nashville Circuit Forum 
 

 

To Condemn Transgender Ideology in 

All Forms and Protect Children 
 

WHEREAS, Scripture declares, “God created 

man in his own image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he created them” 

(Gen 1:27); and 

WHEREAS, Our Lord and Savior proclaims, 

“Have you not read that he who created them from 

the beginning made them male and female” (Mt 

19:4); and 

WHEREAS, God “formed the man of dust from 

the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 

of life” (Gen. 2:7); and 

WHEREAS, God said, “It is not good that the 

man should be alone,” and made from one of man’s 

ribs “a helper fit for him,” which he joyfully called 

“woman” (Gen 2:18, 22-23); and 

WHEREAS, God gave the gift of marriage for 

one man and one woman, whereby “a man shall 

leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Gen 2:24); 

and 

WHEREAS, David declared to God, “you 

formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in 

my mother’s womb.  I praise you, for I am fearfully 

and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your works; 

my soul knows it very well” (Ps 139:13-14); and 

WHEREAS, We confess in the meaning of the 

first article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I believe that 

God has made me and all creatures; that He has 
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given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my 

members, my reason and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them”; and 

WHEREAS, God “created man and woman 

differently (as is evident) not for indecency but to 

be true to each other, to be fruitful, to beget 

children, and to nurture and bring them up to the 

glory of God” (Large Catechism I.207); and 

WHEREAS, The apostle Paul’s words, “There 

is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 

free, there is no male and female, for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28), pertain not to the order 

of creation but of redemption; and 

WHEREAS, Transgender ideology draws upon 

the ancient Gnostic heresy that asserts the true self 

must liberate itself from the body; and promotes the 

false existentialist and feminist tenet that existence 

precedes essence; and perverts the word “gender” 

from a grammatical concept to an innate, self-

disclosed feeling about one’s sex or to a 

performance of roles as defined by society; and 

WHEREAS, Children are especially susceptible 

to the deceit of transgender ideology, whereby they 

are psychologically, emotionally, and physically 

abused; and 

WHEREAS, Governing authorities “have been 

instituted by God… to punish those who do evil and 

to praise those who do good” (Rom 13:1; 1 Pet 

2:14); and 

WHEREAS, The Gospel of Jesus Christ is 

proclaimed to all those who are suffering or 

deceived by false identity, that they might be healed 

and know an eternal identity in Christian baptism 

(Gal 3:27-29); 

 

therefore, be it 

 Resolved, That the LCMS condemn 

transgender ideology in all forms, including but not 

limited to the use of false and fanciful pronouns, the 

lie of sex “assignment” at birth, cross-dressing, the 

implementing of communal, mixed-sex facilities 

such as bathrooms and locker rooms, the 

prescribing and use of puberty blockers, cross-sex 

hormones, and other drugs for gender “affirmation,” 

and gender “reassignment” or “affirmation” 

surgeries; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Synod in convention call 

upon all Synod officials, District Presidents, 

pastors, and congregation members to petition 

federal, state and local governing authorities to ban 

all aforementioned forms of transgender ideology 

that impact children; and be it finally 

Resolved, That all LCMS pastors and 

congregations continue to proclaim boldly the 

goodness of God, our Creator and Redeemer, and 

direct all who have sinned or have been deceived to 

the forgiveness and abundant life in Jesus Christ 

(Col 1:14; Jn 10:10). 

 

Nashville Circuit Forum 
 

 

To Return to a Nominations and 

Elections Process in which Synod 

Convention Delegates Elect the Synod 

President 
 

WHEREAS, The previous process of electing 

the President at convention served the Synod well; 

and  

WHEREAS, The current process of 

congregations electing the President includes 

emails, complicated procedures, usernames, 

passwords, congregation “attesting officers,” costly 

Internet Technology (IT) support, as well as letters 

sent out as reminders; and  

WHEREAS, Not all congregations may be 

making use of this privilege, especially vacant 

congregations; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates at convention are 

entrusted with the duty of electing the other Synod 

officers to fulfill their important roles; 

 

therefore be it  

Resolved, That the Synod return to the previous 

process included in the 2007 Handbook by 

amending the current bylaws, specifically by 

striking bylaws 3.12.2.3, 3.12.2.4, 3.12.2.5, and 

3.12.2.6 of the 2019 Handbook and replacing them 

with the content of bylaws 3.12.1.3, 3.12.1.4, and 

3.12.1.5 of the 2007 Handbook. 

 

Nashville Circuit Forum 
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*Stay tuned for an outdoor Church Work Day in March. The date is TBD. 
 

 

 

 

  

March 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  
 

2 

 

3 4 

5 Second Sunday 

in Lent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

6 
8 AA 

7 8 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  
 

9 

 

10 
6 Supper  

7 Evening 

Prayer with 

Ft. Wayne 
Seminary 

Kantorei 

 

11 

 

12 Third Sunday in 

Lent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

Daylight Saving Time 

Begins (Spring 

Forward) 
 

13 
8 AA 

14 

 

15 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  
 

16 

 

17 

 

18 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast  

 

19 Fourth Sunday 

in Lent 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

20 
8 AA 

21 
6:30 Council 

22 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  
 

23 

 

24 
6:30 LWML 

25 
 

26 Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

27 
8 AA 

28 

 

29 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

6 Supper 

7 Lenten Vespers  
 

30 

 

31 
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