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April 2023 

 

Defending the Resurrection in 60 Seconds 
  

 In a recent podcast, the host Steve Deace asked his guest Pastor Jeremiah Johnston to defend the 

resurrection in 60 seconds.  Deace set up his request by saying, “It’s Easter weekend.  You all get together as a 

family.  A skeptic in your family comes up and says, ‘Why do you believe this?’  And everybody’s got short 

attention spans.  Phones get a buzz, right?  You got a minute to make your first initial case to then make a larger 

case later, to instantly get their attention with the credibility of your argument.  What do you say?” 

 Here is most of what Johnston said,  

 

You cannot explain the change in the Roman Empire apart from the physical bodily resurrection of 

Jesus.  Jesus called it.  He predicted it.  Jesus showed, he demonstrated resurrection power.  And then, 

it’s the only way to make sense of the suffering in the world, Roman 8:18.  Paul said, “I count the 

sufferings of this world to not be compared with the glory that’s to come in the resurrection.  [With] all 

of the archaeology and the textual attestation there is no way to explain it other than a physical bodily 

resurrection. . . . I would just end with this:  What would it take for you to believe your brother’s the Son 

of God now? . . . James didn’t [think Jesus was the Son of God.]  In fact, James did not believe on him.  

He thought his brother was a nut job.  Not even his brothers believed on him.  Josephus, a first century 

historian, tells us that AD 62, James, the brother of Jesus, who watched Jesus grow up, dies by stoning 

believing his brother is the Son of God.  How do you explain that? (Jeremiah Johnston). 

 

 It would be tough to be put on the spot and to have to defend the resurrection.  But certainly we should 

think about the possibility of being asked, “Why do you believe this?”  The Apostle Peter instructs, “But in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet. 

3:15). 

 Having thought about it for much longer 

than Pastor Johnston was given, I think I would use 

less apologetics and more of an appeal for the 

person to recognize the futility of this world under 

sin.  Here goes, my defense of Easter in 60 seconds: 

 

Christ overturned death.  No one else has 

done this.  There is no other hope on earth, 

no other Savior (Acts 4:12).  You’re going 

to die, _________.  You are going to die 

because of sin, which is the root problem of 

man back to Adam.  “The wages of sin is 

Services for Holy Week and Easter Sunday 
 

Holy Thursday April 6 
Divine Service with Holy Communion 7 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  

Good Friday April 7 
Chief Service 7 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  

Holy Saturday April 8 
Vigil of Easter with Holy Communion 7:30 p.m.  

(The Triduum)  
 

The Resurrection of Our Lord (Easter Sunday) 

April 9 

Divine Service 9:30 a.m. 
(Easter Brunch served following the Divine Service) 
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death” (Rom. 6:23a).  When you die you don’t just cease to exist in your soul.  There is either eternal 

judgment or eternal life in Christ who already has taken our judgment.  Christ’s physical resurrection, 

which was witnessed by many, demonstrated that he had paid for the sins of the world on the cross.  The 

effect of sin, which is death, was overturned, and, thus, a living Christ is proof that sins are no more in 

him and him alone.  The Apostle Paul writes, “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you 

are still in your sins,” and, “If the dead are not raised, ‘Let us eat and drink for tomorrow we die’” (1 

Cor. 15:17, 32).  If you don’t believe Jesus is risen, then what a pitiful Easter dinner you are attending:  

just an annual meal with family who are slipping away one by one, year after year, into the abyss of 

death until it is your own time.  But we who believe in the resurrection truly rejoice in faith, for the 

living Christ will raise our bodies up to the resurrection of life not judgment (Jn. 5:29).  “For the wages 

of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).     

                                                                                                                         

 – Pastor Young                          
 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 

  
 

Please update Pastor and the church office 

on these needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

 from the Dead 
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Gradual for Easter  

and Its Season 
 

Christ has risen | from the dead.* 

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory 

and | honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works | of 

his hands;* 

he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 

adapt. from Matt. 28:7;  

Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6 
 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 

  
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  

 
 

Collect of the Day  

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

Easter Evening / Easter Monday 
 

O God, in the paschal feast You restore all 

creation. Continue to send Your heavenly 

gifts upon Your people that they may walk in 

perfect freedom and receive eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.597 

Weimar Altarpiece, by Lucas Cranach 

the Elder and the Younger, 1555 
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T Litany of the Resurrection T 
Vigil of Easter  

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.546ff. 
 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

P Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and 

has taken away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who was crucified for our transgressions 

and raised for our justification, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who foretold Your passion saying, "The Son 

of Man must be crucified and on the third 

day rise again," 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who destroyed death by dying, and by 

rising to life again brought life and 

immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Whose resurrection was first announced by 

an angel to the women, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was 

worshiped by her, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples 

on the Emmaus road and made Yourself 

known to them in the Scriptures and in the 

breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing 

on them Your peace and Your Spirit, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who showed Your wounded hands and side 

to the apostle Thomas that he too might 

believe, 

C have mercy on us.  

P Who appeared to seven disciples on the 

Sea of Tiberias, bringing a miraculous 

catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, 

to over 500 disciples, to James and to all 

the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus 

road, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Who commissioned Your Church to make 

disciples of all nations by baptizing and 

teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

P By Your glorious resurrection from the 

dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

P By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

P By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

P That we may daily die and rise with You in 

our Baptism and walk in the freedom of 

Your forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

P That we may set our minds on things 

above and not on earthly things, serving 

as we have been served by You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

P That we may dwell with You forever in the 

new creation as citizens of the heavenly 

Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away 

the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

P O Lord,  

C have mercy. Amen.  
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Official Notice: 2023 President and 

Vice-President Nominations Results  
 

The 2023 nominations process for the offices of 

President, First Vice-President, and regional vice-

presidents of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

closed on February 28, 2023, with 1,826 congregations 

having participated in Internet balloting facilitated by 

election contractor YesElections (formerly, Election-

America) on behalf of the Office of the Secretary. 
 

PRESIDENT 

The following five candidates received the highest 

number of nominating votes for the office of President 

and consented to serve if elected: 

• Matthew C. Harrison, 1,193 

• Patrick T. Ferry, 511 

• Richard L. Snow, 228 

• Peter K. Lange, 119 

• Benjamin T. Ball, 113 
 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

Of those receiving the highest number of nominating 

votes for the office of First Vice-President, the 

following 20 candidates have consented to serve if 

elected (ties being fully included where they occurred): 

• Peter K. Lange, 958 

• Richard L. Snow, 137 

• Scott C. Sailer, 98 

• Jon M. Braunersreuther, 95 

• Patrick T. Ferry, 72 

• Scott R. Murray, 50 

• Christopher S. Esget, 42 

• Waldemar R. Vinovskis, 35 

• John C. Wohlrabe, Jr., 31 

• Nabil S. Nour, 24 

• Allan R. Buss, 22 

• Timothy P. Ahlman, 14 

• John A. Nunes, 8 

• Victor J. Belton, 7 

• Jeffrey J. Kloha, 7 

• Yohannes A. Mengsteab, 7 

• Jamison J. Hardy, 6 

• Jason M. Braaten, 5 

• Paul A. Linnemann, 4 

• Deric A. Taylor, 4 
 

Of those receiving the highest number of nominating 

votes for the offices of regional vice-president (second 

through sixth vice-presidents, as will be ranked by the 

convention), the following have consented to serve if 

elected (ties being fully included where they occurred): 
 

EAST-SOUTHEAST REGION VICE-PRESIDENT 

• Christopher S. Esget, 121 

• Jeffrey J. Kloha, 27 

• Luke T. Zimmerman, 20 

• Victor J. Belton, 13 

• Deric A. Taylor, 12 
 

CENTRAL REGION VICE-PRESIDENT 

• Benjamin T. Ball, 239 

• Jason M. Braaten, 54 

• Randy K. Asburry, 8 

• Lawrence R. Rast, Jr., 6 

• William R. Marler, 5 

• William W. Schumacher, 5 
 

GREAT LAKES REGION VICE-PRESIDENT 

• John C. Wohlrabe, Jr., 196 

• David P. E. Maier, 64 

• David P. Ramirez, 39 

• Steven G. Kline, 10 

• Peter C. Bender, 5 
 

GREAT PLAINS REGION VICE-PRESIDENT 

• Nabil S. Nour, 245 

• David C. Mumme, 58 

• Robert R. Lessing, 15 

• Byrene Keith Haney, 11 

• Russell L. Sommerfeld, 11 
 

WEST-SOUTHWEST REGION VICE-PRESIDENT 

• Scott R. Murray, 134 

• Timothy M. Klinkenberg, 80 

• Yohannes A. Mengsteab, 48 

• Alfonso O. Espinosa, 36 

• Jeffery T. Schrank, 36 
 

Except in the case of President and First Vice-

President, these names will constitute the ballots for 

elections during the July 29–Aug. 3, 2023, 68th 

Regular Convention of the Synod. 

In the case of the President of the Synod, the election 

will take place, according to Bylaw 3.12.2.4, starting 
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June 17 (six weeks prior to the convention) via Internet 

balloting. The five candidates listed above constitute 

the ballot for election, which must be by majority vote 

(runoffs are possible). 
 

Pastoral and lay voters validly registered by the 

congregations and parishes of the Synod (Bylaw 

3.12.2.3) before the deadline (electronic registration by 

March 19, 2023) or their substitutes (as validly 

submitted before June 9, 2023) will serve as the voters 

for this election. Results are to be announced at least 

two weeks prior to the convention. 
 

In the case of the election of the First Vice-President, 

the President-elect will select from the list of 20 

nominees (listed above) the five candidates (at least 

two of which must be among the top five nominees) 

who will comprise the ballot for the election, which 

will take place early in the convention (Bylaw 

3.12.2.6). Regional vice-president elections and 

ranking will follow the order and process required by 

the Bylaws of the Synod (Bylaw 3.12.2.7). 
 

 

 

In each of the above elections, no opportunity will be 

provided to add names to the slate of candidates listed 

above, although in the event of the death, declination, 

or unavailability of a candidate, the nominee(s) having 

the next highest number of votes shall become 

candidate(s). 
 

In Christ Jesus, 

Rev. Dr. John W. Sias 

Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

 

 

 
 

Redeemer LWML is hosting LWML 
Mid-TN Zone Spring Prayer Service 
 

When: April 29, 2023 at 8:30 am 
Verses: Psalm 139: 13-14 
 

Ingathering Organization: Operation Saving 
Life (operationsavinglife.org)  

 
Ingathering Items to be collected: 
Handmade items, Baby diapers (sizes 4-6), 
Boy and Girl Summer Clothes (sizes 6-9 
months & 2T-5T), Boy and Girl Socks (sizes 
0 months - 5T), Face/ Body Towels, Laundry 
Detergent, Toilet Paper, and $25 gift cards 
to Gas Stations, Kroger, Walmart, Dollar 
General, or Visa 
 

Matins service will be led by Pastor Young. 
LWML Zone business meeting will follow 
with great information on what is going on in 
our sister churches.  
Operation Saving Life will be doing a 
presentation on what their organization does 
for Mothers and families that struggle to 
make decisions on life for their unborn. 
Please help us support this pro-life 
organization by bringing the above listed 
items to church before or on day of the 
Spring Prayer Service. 
 

Lunch Provided with a delicious Taco Bar 
after the business meeting. 
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MEDITATION VII. THE 

FRUIT OF OUR LORD’S 

PASSION. 
 

The Passion of Christ is my hope. 
 

Whenever I meditate upon the suffering of my 

Lord, I cannot but venture a great deal in respect 

to the love of God and His forbearance toward 

my sins. He bends His head to kiss me; He 

extends His arms to embrace me; He opens His 

hands to bestow gifts upon me; He opens His 

side that I may behold His heart glowing with 

love for me; He is lifted up from the earth that He 

may draw all men unto Himself (John xii. 32); 

His wounds are livid with grief, yet gleaming with 

love; and in those open wounds we must seek for 

the secret of His heart. Truly with Him is 

plenteous redemption (Ps. cxxx. 7); for not a drop 

only, but streams of blood flowed from five parts 

of His body. As a bunch of grapes, cast into a 

press, is crushed by the weight placed upon it, 

and on all sides pours forth its juice, so the flesh 

of Christ, crushed by the weight of divine wrath 

and the severity of our sins, pours out on all sides 

its precious life-blood. When Abraham showed 

his willingness to offer his son in sacrifice, the 

Lord said to him, “Now truly I know that thou 

lovest Me” (Gen. xxii. 12). Acknowledge, also, the 

wonderful love of the Eternal Father, in that He 

was willing to deliver up to death His only-

begotten Son for us (John iii. 16)! He loved us 

while we were yet enemies (Rom. v. 10), will He 

forget us now that we are reconciled by the death 

of His Son? Can He be unmindful of the precious 

blood of His own Son, when He numbers even 

the tears and the steps of His godly children (Ps. 

lvi. 8)? Can Christ possibly forget in His life, 

those for whom He was willing to suffer death? 

Can He, enthroned in glory, forget those for 

whom He bore such awful anguish upon earth?  
 

Consider, O faithful soul, the manifold fruit of thy 

Lord’s passion! Christ for us endured the bloody 

sweat, that the icy sweat of death’s agony might 

not disturb us. He willingly wrestled with death, 

that we might not fail in the last trying hour, and 

endured the severest anguish and sorrow, that we 

might become partakers of the eternal joys of 

heaven. He suffered Himself to be betrayed by a 

kiss, the token of friendship and good-will, that 

He might forever destroy sin, by which Satan had 

betrayed our first parents under the guise of a 

tender friendship. He suffered Himself to be 

taken and bound by the Jews, in order to deliver 

us, who lay bound in the fetters of sin and under 

eternal condemnation. He was willing that His 

passion should begin in the Garden, in making an 

atonement for sin, because in the garden of 

Paradise sin had had its beginning. He submitted 

to be strengthened by an angel, that He might 

make us the companions of the holy angels in 

heaven. He is deserted by His own disciples, so 

that He might unite us to Himself the more 

closely, who for our base defection had been cast 

off by God. He was accused by false witnesses 

before the Council, that we might not be accused 

by Satan at the last day, through that broken law 

of God. He was condemned on earth, that we 

might be acquitted in heaven. He, who did no sin, 

kept silence before sinners, that we might not be 

struck dumb for our sins, when brought before 

the judgment bar of God on account of our sins. 

He suffered Himself to be smitten on the cheek, 

to free us from the stings of conscience and the 

bufferings of Satan; and to be mocked and 

insulted, that we might set at naught the jibes 

and jeers of Satan. His face is covered, that He 

might remove from our faces the veil of sin, 

which hides God from our eyes, and leads us into 

culpable ignorance. He willingly submitted to be 

stripped of His garments, that He might restore 

to us the robe of innocence, lost through our 

transgressions. He was pierced with thorns, that 

He might heal our sin-pierced hearts. He bore the 

burden of the cross, so that He might remove 

from us the awful burden of eternal punishment. 

He exclaimed that He was forsaken by God, that 

He might prepare for us an everlasting habitation 

with God. He thirsted upon the cross, that He 

might meritoriously earn for us the dews of 

divine grace, and prevent our dying of an eternal 

soul-thirst. He was willing to be scorched by the 

flames of divine wrath, that He might deliver us 

from the flames of hell. He was judged, that He 
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might free us from God’s judgment; condemned 

as a criminal, that we the real criminals might be 

acquitted; was smitten by impious hands, that He 

might deliver us from the devil’s lash; cried out 

with bitter pain, to save us from eternal wailings; 

He shed tears upon the earth, that He might wipe 

away all tears from our eyes in heaven; He died, 

that we might live; He suffered the pains of hell, 

that we might never experience them; He was 

humbled before men, that He might heal our 

sinful pride; He wore the crown of thorns, that 

He might win for us a heavenly crown. He 

suffered for all, that He 

might offer salvation to all. 

His eyes were darkened in 

death, that we might live 

forever in the light of the 

heavenly glory; He heard 

the most bitter scoffs and 

taunts of wicked men, that 

we might hear the jubilant 

shouts of the angels in 

heaven.  
 

Despair not, then, O faithful 

soul! Infinite Good hast 

thou offended by thy sins, 

but an infinite price has 

been paid for thy salvation. 

Thou must be judged for thy 

sins; but the Son of God 

hath already been judged for 

the sins of the whole world, 

which He took upon 

Himself. Thy sins must be 

punished, but God has 

already punished them in 

the person of His own Son. 

Great are the wounds of thy 

sins, but precious is the 

balm of Christ’s blood. 

Moses, in the law, 

pronounces a curse upon 

thee (Deut. xxvii. 26) 

because thou hast not observed all things written 

in the book of the law, to do them; but Christ was 

made a curse for thee when He hung upon the 

tree (Gal. iii. 13). The handwriting was written 

against thee in the heavenly court; but that has 

been erased by the blood of Christ (Col. ii. 14).  
 

Thy passion, then, O holy and gracious Christ, is 

my last and only refuge!  
 
JOHANN GERHARD’S 

SACRED MEDITATIONS. 

Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M. 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-

%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf  

 

 

 

 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
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April 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

    1  
9 Church Work 

Day / Making 
Palm Crosses 

(pre-Easter 

cleaning & 

straightening)  
 

2 Palm Sunday / 

Sunday of the 

Passion 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

3 
8 AA 

4 

 

5 
 

6 Holy 

Thursday 
7 Divine 

Service – The 
Triduum 

 

 

7 Good 

Friday 
7 Chief 

Service – The 

Triduum 

 

 

8  Holy 

Saturday 
7:30 Vigil of 

Easter – The 
Triduum 

 

 

9 The Resurrection 

of Our Lord / Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Easter Brunch 
 

10 
8 AA 

11 

 

12 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

13  

 

 

14  
6:30 LWML 

 

15  

 
 

16 Second Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

17 
8 AA 

18 
6:30 Council 

19 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 Third Sunday of 

Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

24 
8 AA 

25 

 

26 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

27 

 

28 29 
8:30 LWML 

Zone Spring 
Prayer Service  

 

30 Fourth Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection  

Voters’ Assembly 

Sunday School  

Choir  
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Nashville, TN 37221 
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www.redeemernashville.org 
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