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May 2023 

 

Thanksgiving to God for Mothers 
  

 As a small child, one of my favorite books was Are You My Mother? by P. D. Eastman.  It used to be 

ubiquitous, found in every child’s bookshelf and every public library.  But in case you are not familiar with the 

story, a mother bird sits on an egg in her in perfectly circular nest in a tree.  When her egg starts to move, 

mother bird flies off to get her baby something to eat.  The egg hatches when mother is away, and the first 

words from baby bird are, “Where is my mother?”  The bird recognizes that “he” has a mother and needs “his” 

mother.  (Note:  The author made the baby bird male.  The author chose the pronouns “he” and “his,” and when 

I was a kid, nobody I knew had a problem with it.) 

 Baby bird falls from the nest to the ground and starts walking to look for his mother.  He approaches a 

kitten and offers his first utterance of a repeated question:  “Are you my mother?”  The kitten doesn’t answer 

but the bird knows this is not his mother.  Then baby bird asks a hen, “Are you my mother?”  The hen says, 

“No.”  When baby bird comes to a hound dog (the picture on the front of the book if you remember), he asks his 

question, and the dog says, “I am not your mother.  I am a dog.”  The cow who is confronted next answers, 

“How could I be your mother?  I am a cow?” 

 Baby bird turns to questioning things made by man:  a car, a boat, a plane, and a steam shovel which the 

bird calls “a Snort.”  Innately, the bird knows he has a mother, but what he observes in all the creatures and 

things he meets is that they are lacking the qualities to be his mother. 

 While baby bird is concluding that the “Snort” is definitely not his 

mother, he is lifted up into the air by the steam shovel and carried until he falls 

back into his nest, his home.  Just then mother bird flies back and says, “Do you 

know who I am?”   

“Yes, I know who you are,” says baby bird.  “You are not a kitten.  You 

are not a hen.  You are not a dog.  You are not a cow.  You are not a boat, or a 

plane, or a Snort!  You are a bird, and you are my mother!” 

What a refreshing, wholesome story written for children to celebrate the 

uniqueness and well-suited qualities of their human mothers!  This book is 

actually consistent with a biblical worldview, something that may not have 

stood out in years past but certainly does now in our society that has denigrated 

motherhood, compared it to slavery, and is now questioning what it is to be a 

woman, even, illogically, accepting the lie that men can menstruate and become 

pregnant.   
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In the Senate confirmation hearing for Supreme Court nominee Ketanji Brown Jackson, this candidate 

was asked by Tennessee Senator Marsha Blackburn (a woman), “Can you provide a definition for the word 

‘woman’?”  Brown Jackson said, “No.  I can’t.  Not in this context.  I am not a biologist.”  Birds know a female 

bird!  Children know their mother and don’t get her confused with their father!  Nature celebrates and thanks 

God for his creation even if educated, adult human beings will not and will instead try to become the creator of 

a perverse creation!  “I am not your mother.  I am a dog.”  “How could I be your mother?  I am a cow?” 

In the beginning, God made “every winged bird according to its kind,” and “livestock and creeping 

things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds” (Gen. 1:21, 24).  Birds don’t become cows and cows 

don’t become birds!  God created them according to their kinds and told them to be fruitful and multiply 

according to their kinds.  Later when Noah was told to take animals into the ark he brought them in “the male 

and his mate,” “two and two, male and female” (Gen. 7:2, 9).  He brought them in so that birds could hatch and 

have mothers and cows could be born and nurse from the udders of their mothers. 

When God made human beings he “created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them.”  And when, at first, Adam was alone, God declared it not good and caused 

the creatures to parade before him so that the man could name them.  We are told, “The man gave names to all 

livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field.  But for Adam there was not found a 

helper fit for him” (Gen. 2:20).  Through this demonstration by God, it was as if Adam was told, not in words, 

“These are not your wife.  They will not be the mother to your children.”  Adam could see and perceive this 

with each creature he encountered, just as baby bird in the story knew there must be a creature truly like him 

who was his mother. 

God made a suitable helper fit for Adam from his rib.  And when the man awoke and was presented with 

this unique creature also bearing the image of God, he declared, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of 

my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man” (Gen. 2:23).  God then instituted 

marriage and motherhood as things that are good for mankind:  “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 

mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” (Gen. 2:24).   

When the curse was given because of Adam’s disobedience, the woman’s judgment was applied to her 

gift of childbearing which would now become painful.  And yet, she was still blessed to be a mother.  In fact, 

Adam called his wife Eve, which resembles the Hebrew word for living, “because she was the mother of all 

living,” all human beings (Gen. 3:20).  What privilege! 

Even greater privilege was given to the woman, though, in that Messiah would come from her offspring.  

He, this offspring, would crush the head of the serpent and free mankind from all sin and perversion.  God said 

to the serpent, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he 

shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15).  Through motherhood, then, the Savior would 

be born to restore the image of God to mankind and to restore all of creation!  Adam may have had this in mind 

as well when he named his wife Eve.  She would truly be the mother of all the “living” through the promise of 

salvation and eternal life in her offspring.     

Faithful to his promise, “when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman” 

(Gal. 4:4).  God, who knows what a woman is, sent his Son to be born as the seed of Eve, the promised One to 

deliver mankind.  Think of it!  Our Lord God and Savior was born in the flesh.  Our Lord was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  Our Lord God, the Lord Jesus, had a mother with an actual uterus!  

And he nursed at her breasts which gave him milk.  Jesus had a mother that he could take our place, the place of 

all humanity, and redeem us from the curse of God by becoming the curse himself and by his human blood 

being shed.  Jesus knew who his mother was and why he was given a mother. 
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Our current age is not complicated, just perverted.  The simple answer still stands.  Women are created 

in the image of God and given the privilege of motherhood according to God’s will.  They are privileged 

beyond all privilege to be God’s creative vessels, and children are commanded to honor them along with their 

father.  Furthermore, all woman, and all men, are blessed through the motherhood of Mary, through the birth of 

Christ!  

Take a lesson from the animals and the old children’s books.  You were given a mother suitable for you.  

Not a cat or a dog, or a man!  A woman!  And if you are a mother, you were given a role to care for human 

children, boys and girls, that they could be claimed by God in baptism and taught to know Jesus through you, 

that they could touch your face and hear your voice and take comfort in your embrace.  You were made to be a 

mother by your God.   

How precious when a child knows, just knows, his or her mother.  All children have one.  All are gifts 

from God. 

 – Pastor Young                          

 

 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 

  
 

Please update Pastor and the church 

office on these needs.  

 

 

  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

Jesus Raises Lazarus 

 from the Dead 
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MEDITATION VIII. THE 

CERTAINTY OF OUR 

SALVATION. 
 

A Good Hope cannot be Confounded. 
 

WHY art thou cast down, O my soul, and why 

art thou still doubting the mercy of God? 

Remember thy Creator. Who hath created thee 

without any concurrence of thine own will? 

Who was He that formed thy body in secret, 

when thy substance was curiously wrought in 

the lower parts of the earth (Ps. cxxxix. 15)? 

Will not He who cared for thee before thou 

hadst any being care for thee now, after He 

hath formed thee in His own image? I am a 

creature of God; to my Creator then do I betake 

myself. What if my nature is corrupted by the 

devil; and pierced and wounded by my sins, as 

by murderous robbers (Luke x. 30), yet my 

Creator still lives. He who could create me at 

first can now restore me. He who created me 

without sin, can now remove from me all the 

sin which has entered into me and has 

permeated my whole being, either through the 

temptation of the devil, through Adam’s fault, 

or through my own actual transgression. My 

Creator can restore my soul, if only He is 

willing so to do; and certainly He is willing, for 

who can hate the work of his own hands? Are 

we not before Him as clay in the hands of the 

potter (Jer. xviii. 6)? But if He had hated me, 

certainly He would not have created me from 

nothing. He is the Saviour of all men, especially 

of those that believe (1 Tim. iv. 10). It is 

wonderful that He created me, and still more 

wonderful that He redeemed me. Never did our 

Lord give a clearer proof of His great love for us 

than in His bitter passion and bleeding wounds 

on Calvary in our behalf. Truly are we loved, 

since for us and our salvation the only begotten 

Son is sent from the bosom of the Father. And 

if Thou didst not desire to save me, O Lord 

Jesus, why didst Thou descend from heaven? 

But Thou didst descend to the earth and didst 

become obedient unto death, even the death of  

 
 

 
 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse of the Day for  

The Ascension of Our Lord 
 

Alleluia.  

We know that Christ being raised from the 

dead 

will never | die again; *  

death no longer has dominion over him.  

Alle- | luia. 

Behold, I am with you | always, * 

to the end of the age.  

Alle- | luia. 
 

Rom. 6:9; Matt. 28:20b 
 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  

  
 

Collect of the Day  

The Day of Pentecost 
 

O God, on this day You once taught the 

hearts of Your faithful people by sending 

them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us 

in our day by the same Spirit to have a right 

understanding in all things and evermore to 

rejoice in His holy consolation; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.613 
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the cross (Phil. ii. 8). To redeem a servant, God 

spared not His own Son (Rom. viii. 32). Truly 

hath God loved the world with an unspeakable 

love, since for its redemption He delivered up 

His own Son to be smitten, to be crucified, to 

be put to death.  
 

Inexpressibly great was the price of our 

redemption (1 Peter i. 18); great and 

marvelous, then, is the mercy of God in our 

redemption. It would almost seem to one as if 

God loves His elect children as dearly as He 

loves His only-begotten Son; for what we 

obtain by purchase we certainly esteem of 

greater value than that which we give in 

exchange for it. And that He might have 

adopted sons, God did not spare His own 

coessential Son. What marvel then, that He 

should have prepared mansions 

(John xiv. 2) in His heavenly 

home for us, since He has given 

His own Son, in whom is all the 

fulness of the Godhead (Col. ii. 

9). Certainly where the fulness of 

the Godhead is, there is likewise 

the fulness of eternal life and 

glory. And if in Christ He hath 

given the fulness of eternal life, 

how will He deny us a little 

particle of it? Truly God has 

greatly loved us, His adopted 

sons, since for us He gave His 

only-begotten Son. Truly the Son has greatly 

loved us, since for us He gave Himself. To make 

us rich, He took upon Himself the direst 

poverty; for He had not where to lay His head 

(Matt. viii. 20). That He might make us the 

sons of God, He became a man; and the work of 

redemption being finished, He does not now 

neglect us, but sitting at the right hand of the 

Divine Majesty, He there maketh intercession 

for us (Rom. viii. 34). What that is necessary to 

my salvation will He not accomplish for me, 

since He hath devoted Himself to the work of 

my eternal salvation? What will the Father 

deny the Son, who became obedient to Him 

unto death, even the death of the cross (Phil. ii. 

8)? What will the Father deny the Son, since 

He hath already accepted the ransom offered 

by the Son?  
 

What if my sins accuse me; in this Intercessor 

do I trust; greater is He who is for me than my 

sins that are against me. What if my very 

weakness terrifies me; in His strength do I 

glory. What if Satan accuses me, if only this 

Mediator shall pardon me. What if the heavens 

and the earth accuse me, and mine iniquities 

declare my guilt; yet it is enough for me that 

the Creator of the heavens and of the earth and 

He who is righteousness itself pleads my cause 

for me. It suffices for me to acknowledge His 

merit, because mine will not suffice; and it is 

enough for me to have Him 

propitious to me, against whom 

alone I have sinned; whatever 

He shall not impute to me shall 

be as though it had never been. 

Nor does the fact that my sins 

are so grievous and so varied 

and so oft-repeated move me in 

this trust; for if I had not been 

burdened with sin, I should not 

so ardently desire His 

righteousness; if I were not sick, 

I would not call in the aid of the 

physician. He Himself is my 

Physician (Matt. ix. 12), He Himself is my 

Saviour (Matt. i. 21), He Himself is my 

Righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30); He cannot deny 

Himself (2 Tim. ii. 13). I am spiritually sick, I 

am condemned, I am a sinner, I cannot deny 

myself. Have mercy upon me, O Thou my 

blessed Physician, my Saviour, my 

Righteousness. Amen!  
 
JOHANN GERHARD’S 

SACRED MEDITATIONS. 

Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M. 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-

%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf  

 

  

The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will 

also live with him; 

if we endure, we will also reign 

with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny 

us; 

if we are faithless, he remains 

faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

 2 Timothy 2:11–13 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
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MARCH 2023 MONTHLY KUSAAL 

LUTHERAN MISSION NEWS AND 

PRAYER NEEDS 
 

As long as it is day, we must work the works of Him 

who sent me, night is coming when no one can 

work” (John 9:4). 
 

Greetings:   Greetings from your brothers and 

sisters in the Upper East Region of Ghana. This is 

the hottest period in the year where temperature 

goes over 100 degrees. Sitting under mango trees is 

the best place. We are hopeful the rains come much 

earlier this year so as to have cooler weather. 
 

Baptism: One baptism was made at Hope Lutheran 

Church of the baby girl of seminarian John Abande. 

More than 20 people are being prepared for baptism 

during the up-coming Easter Convention. 
 

Leadership training:  Church leadership has 

decided that we have the leadership class for three 

consecutive days in every month to enable us teach 

and learn more effectively. Thus after Easter the 

weekly leadership class will change to monthly – 

three days class.  
 

Evangelism/Outreach:  Following the house-to-

house evangelism that was carried out at Bulugo 

and Ayisakateng areas, three women and six youth 

joined St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

Bansakpanatenga.   
 

Easter Convention: Our 2023 Easter convention 

will be held at Concordia Preparatory school from 

April 6 -9th. There would be several Bible studies, 

teachings, reports, songs, quizzes, dramas. The 

climax would be worship service on Easter Sunday 

where there would be baptism of more than 20 

people and Communion service. 
 

Weekly Radio Broadcast program: We praise 

God for the two teams that visit two FM radio 

stations weekly to spread the Gospel. Listeners after 

the weekly broadcast call to thank the team for the 

wonderful message delivered.  
 

Lutheran Heritage Foundation (LHF) printing 

More Books for Ghana: Work is being done on 

Akan Twi A Child’s Garden of Bible Stories ACG) 

so that printing will be done soon in Ghana. The 

Konkomba ACG has been dedicated and distributed 

in the Konkomba area. More than 500 copies have 

already been distributed. 
 

Concordia Preparatory School (CPS): Enrollment 

is over 1,200 as at March 20, 2023. The Lord has 

blessed CPS in many ways. The school’s drama 

group is outstanding. The have recited poems, and 

composed songs on various topics: education, 

health, respect, honesty, etc that are shaping the 

lives of the students. As the school is growing the 

need for textbooks, furniture and professional 

teachers is paramount. Two classrooms are needed 

to complete the number of classrooms the school 

needs. The educational calendar has been revised 

and the 2022/23 academic year will end on 

September 14th 2023 and the 2023-24 academic 

calendar will begin in the same September 2023.  
 

 
 

Multi-Purpose Building Project:  The masons 

have begun plastering the walls with cement. Plans 

are to purchase doors and windows for the ten 

rooms in the building. The building comprises a 

large hall to serve as meeting area for all activities 

as well as training center for the church.  
 

Chapel Building Project:  Plastering of Ebenezer 

is almost completed. It is our goal to have a 

permanent chapel for Grace Lutheran Church as the 

mud-walled chapel will not survive in two years’ 

time. 
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 Up through endless ranks of angels, 

    Cries of triumph in His ears, 

To His heav’nly throne ascending, 

    Having vanquished all their fears, 

Christ looks down upon His faithful, 

    Leaving them in happy tears. 
 

Up through Endless Ranks of Angels LSB 491 (1) 
 

© 1974 Augsburg Publishing House 
 

Goat Project:  The Goat Project has been a 

blessing not only to the widows who have goats but 

the church as a body. We pray that we get funds to 

purchase some goats for needy widows. A goat 

costs between $60 -80.  
 

Faith growth: After church service at Ebenezer 

Lutheran Church, an elderly woman touched my 

heart. She said, “Pastor, you have told us that we 

have only two sacraments (Baptism and Lord’s 

Supper). But every Sunday you offer us absolution 

which is forgiveness of sins.” Her question was, “In 

the absolution we see the pastor (visible element 

and the blessing and promise of God-forgiveness of 

sins), why can’t we add absolution as the third 

sacrament?” I told her that she was not wrong to 

call absolution a sacrament. I referred to the 

Apology of the AC Article XIII, section 17. I am 

thankful to God for opening the hearts and minds of 

our illiterate members to understand the Word. 

Deaths: Two  
 

Thanksgiving and Prayer Needs:   
 

1.    We praise the Lord for the printing and 

transportation of the Konkomba A Child’s Garden 

of Bible Stories (ACG) to Gbintiri for distribution. 
 

2.    We praise the Lord for the support Ghana 

Harvest for the weekly radio program, chapel 

buildings, leadership training,  etc. 
 

3.    Pray for the weekly leadership training class 

that meets on Saturdays.  
 

4.    Pray that Concordia Preparatory gets more 

textbooks for the students. 
 

5.    Pray that CPS is able to recruit professional 

teachers and support them. 
 

  6.     We praise the Lord for the support given by 

LeadaChild to enhance Christian Education at CPS 

and other schools in northern Ghana.  

7.    We praise the Lord for the support received 

from individuals that enabled us to have the 

multipurpose building roofed. 
 

8.    Pray for more support for the construction of 

the multi-purpose building for the church 

(plastering, fixing doors and windows, electrical 

work, etc. The church is growing and the need for 

such a building is important. 
 

9.    Pray for support to purchase goats in May for 

needy widows. 
 

10.     Pray for support to assist areas that are 

mobilizing funds to have boreholes in their areas. 
 

11.     Praise the Lord for calling home Baba and 

others and that the Lord will comfort their families. 
 

12.     We thank and praise the Lord for your active 

participation and support in the Ghana mission and 

ministry with your prayers, encouragement and 

monetary gifts. 
 

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 

laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 

down our lives for our brothers. If anyone has 

material possessions and sees his brother in 

need but has no pity on him, how can the love of 

God be in him? (1 John 3:16-17) 
 

Pastor Nicholas Salifu 

 

 

 

 

The Ascension of Our Lord 

Divine Service 7 p.m. 

Thursday, May 18 
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May 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
1 
8 AA 

2 
5-7:30 Doral 

Condo Assc. 

Annual 

Meeting 

3 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

 

7 Fifth Sunday of 

Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

8 
8 AA 

9 

 

10 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

11 

 

12 
6:30 LWML 

13 

 

14 Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

Mother’s Day 
 

15 
8 AA 

16 
6:30 Council 

17 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

18 The 

Ascension of 

Our Lord 
7 Divine Service 

 

19 20 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast  

 

21 Seventh Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

22 
8 AA 

 

23 

 

24 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

25  26 27 

 

28 The Day of 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

29 
8 AA 
Memorial Day 

30 31    
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June 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 

 

3 

 

4 The Holy Trinity 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

5 
8 AA 

6 

 

 

7 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

8 

 

 

9 
6:30 LWML 

10 

 

11 Second Sunday 

after Pentecost (St. 

Barnabas, apostle)  
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

12 
8 AA 

13 

 

14 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

15 16 

 

17 
8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast  

 

18 Third Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Father’s Day 
 

19 
8 AA 

 

20 
6:30 Council 

21 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

22 23 

 

24 

 

25 Fourth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

26 
8 AA 

 

27 

 

28 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

29 30  
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