
1 

 

July/August 2023 

Be Doers of the Word 
  

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.  For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  For he looks at 

himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  But the one who looks into the perfect law, 

the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in 

his doing (James 1:22-25). 

 

 January is always the time for New Year’s resolutions, that is, pledges to act in a different way, a 

healthier way.  But why not in summer, this time of growth in the fields and in the Church with the green 

paraments?  Why not this being the time to take up those resolutions with better weather?  Half the year is gone!  

Is it not time to stop talking of resolutions and to do them?  Better yet, is it not time to become a doer of the 

Word of God, or to grow in your doing of the Word? 

 The point that James makes in Holy Scripture is that it is not enough to hear the Word of God in 

gatherings of the Church.  The Christian is to be changed by this Word and to carry the liturgy out into his 

vocations of service where he does the good works that God prepared in advance for him to do! (Eph. 2:10).  Of 

course, by no means is James saying that a person is saved by works.  He teaches that believers must first hear 

the Word.  “Faith comes from hearing” (Rom. 10:17).  People are saved by faith in Christ not by works.  Yet the 

saving faith in the heart of the believer is to bear fruit in a life of growing sanctification. 

 If the picture that James paints is of Jews going to the synagogue faithfully and now hearing the teaching 

of Jesus as the Messiah regularly, that is certainly good, and perhaps a greater demonstration of devotion than 

the lives of many Christians today with their infrequent attendance and juggling of ball games, family 

obligations, hobbies, and the desire to sleep in.  But the Word of God is not just to go in one ear and out the 

other.  It is not attendance alone that bears fruit. 

 James speaks of two hypothetical individuals.  One looks at his face in the mirror and recognizes 

himself, but as soon as he goes away, he forgets who he is and his purpose.  He sees that he was made perfect in 

Christ and claimed as a child of God, but as soon as he walks from the mirror (perhaps, departs the church 

service), it all leaves his mind.  This is the one who hears the good news but forgets quickly and does not 

employ it.  Perhaps this is the Christian who compartmentalizes and restricts the Christian life by thinking that 

being a child of God is just going to Church over and over and hearing a message that can dumped at the door 

along with the service bulletin. 

 The other individual put forth by James is one who looks into the Word of God, the law and the Gospel, 

and takes to heart who he is and his purpose.  When he leaves the mirror, his identity remains clear.  This is the 

hearer who is also a doer of the Word.  As one made righteous in Christ through faith, he delights in the Word 
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of God.  It defines him.  It is not a weekend pastime.  And he wants to carry out the good works that God has 

prepared for him to do.  This man is blessed in his doing, not because he earns his salvation, but because he 

continually knows the One whom he serves, and he is able to rejoice in being a child of God. 

 Therefore, during these summer months, what’s left of them, and during this last half of the year, be 

doers of the Word.  Continue to grow in doing.  Come to Bible Class, and let’s do theology together by digging 

into the Scriptures.  Make the extra time to do catechesis and devotions in your home.  Step up to the role of the 

head of the household if it is yours.  Be disciplined in your prayers.  Call on family and friends and proclaim to 

them the encouraging words of Christ.  Visit the sick and the shut-ins.  Practice forgiveness.  Rejoice in your 

sufferings, not to boast, but as a witness that all is not lost. 

 Remember, also, in all your doing of the Word, to rest spiritually in the One who is the Word, the Word 

in the flesh.  His doing is meritorious.  His active and passive obedience were offered to give you an enduring 

identity as a child of God.  When he said from the cross, “It is finished” (Jn. 19:30), it was not only to declare 

that the sins of the world were paid in full, but to free you from the fear of condemnation for your works not 

measuring up.  His work is perfect on our behalf. 

 There is no greater privilege than hearing this Word, this Gospel of Jesus Christ, and then doing the 

Word, that is, taking it to heart, remembering it daily, and serving neighbor in the joy of our life incorporated 

into the crucified and risen Lord.       

                                                                                                                        

 – Pastor Young                          

 

 



3 

MEDITATION XVI. THE 

SPIRITUAL REFRESHMENT OF 

THE GODLY. 
 

What is God to the soul? He is its Light, its 

Healing Balm, its Bread of 

Life. 
 

GOD hath most 

graciously 

prepared a great 

supper, but those 

who would enjoy it 

must come with 

hearts hungering 

and thirsting after 

righteousness.  
 

He who tastes not, 

perceives not the 

sweetness of this 

heavenly feast; and 

he who does not 

hunger for it, does 

not taste it. To 

believe in Christ is 

to come to this 

heavenly banquet. 

But no one can 

believe in Christ 

who does not 

acknowledge his 

sins in true 

contrition and 

penitence. 

Contrition is the 

spiritual hunger of 

our souls; and by 

faith our souls are 

spiritually fed.  
 

The Lord God fed 

the Israelites in the 

wilderness with 

manna, angels’ 

food (Ex. xvi. 4, Ps. 

lxxviii. 25); but in 

this blessed feast of the new covenant, God 

feeds our souls with heavenly manna, that is, 

the pardon of our sins; nay more, with the 

Body and Blood of His own Son, who is the 

Lord of the angels. Christ is the living Bread, 

who came down from heaven (John vi. 51), that 

He might give life to 

the world. One who 

fills himself with the 

husks that the swine 

eat, that is, with the 

carnal delights of 

this world, cares 

naught for the 

blessedness of this 

spiritual feast. The 

carnal mind has no 

conception of that 

which is true 

blessedness to the 

soul; in this 

wilderness world 

God feeds our souls 

with His own 

manna, when earthly 

sustenance fails us, 

and when every 

earthly comfort 

departs. Those who 

had just married 

wives, in the parable 

(Luke xiv. 20), were 

backward in coming 

to the supper; but 

souls that are not 

joined to the devil 

through sin, nor 

allied to the world 

through its 

pleasures, hasten to 

this gospel feast. “I 

have espoused you to 

one husband, that I 

may present you as a 

chaste virgin to 

 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, 

and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the words 

and promises of God declare. 

 

What is Confession? 

Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and 

second, that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from 

the pastor as from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly 

believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven. 
 

What do you believe according to these words? 

I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us 

by His divine command, in particular when they exclude 

openly unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and 

absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, 

this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our 

dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

 

What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

These words, "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins," show us that in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation are given us through these words. For where 

there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 
 

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things? 

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the 

words written here: "Given and shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins." These words, along with the bodily eating and 

drinking, are the main thing in the Sacrament. Whoever 

believes these words has exactly what they say: "forgiveness of 

sins." 
 

Who receives this Sacrament worthily? 

Fasting and bodily preparation are certainly fine outward 

training. But that person is truly worthy and well prepared who 

has faith in these words: "Given and shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins." But anyone who does not believe these 

words or doubts them is unworthy and unprepared, for the 

words "for you" require all hearts to believe. 
 

quotes from Luther’s Small Catechism, LSB pp.321-330 
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Christ,” says the apostle (2 Cor. xi. 2). We must 

keep our souls from all unholy alliance with the 

world, if God is to espouse us to Himself in this 

spiritual union. Those who in the parable of the 

supper were occupied with looking after their 

newly purchased lands also refused the kind 

invitation (Luke xiv. 18); and those engrossed 

in the pleasures of this world, have no longings 

after the blessedness of the heavenly banquet. 

Desire is the food of the soul; our souls do not 

come to this mystical feast if they have no 

desire for it; and a soul that places its 

happiness in the comforts of this world cannot 

desire the heavenly delights of the gospel. 

When the rich young man heard that he must 

give up the earthly riches in which his soul 

delighted, if he would follow Christ, he went 

away sorrowful (Matt. xix. 22). Christ, our 

heavenly Elijah (2 Kings iv. 3, 4), does not pour 

the oil of heavenly grace into any vessel that is 

not first entirely emptied; and the love of God 

does not take possession of any soul, from 

which the love of self and the love of the world 

have not first been excluded. Where our 

treasure is, there will our heart bealso (Matt. vi. 

21); if the world is thy treasure, thy heart is in 

the world. Love has a uniting power; if thou 

lovest earthly things, thou wilt be joined to 

earthly things. Love has an assimilating power; 

if thou lovest the world, thou wilt become 

worldly; if thou lovest heavenly things, thou 

wilt become heavenly-minded.  
 

In the parable, those who traded in oxen and 

merchandise (Luke xiv. 19) did not come to 

Christ. Those who set their hearts upon earthly 

riches (Ps. lxii. 10) do not seek the heavenly; 

earthly riches seem for a time to satisfy the 

desires of the soul, so that it does not seek in 

God that which alone would afford it full and 

perfect satisfaction. The riches of the world 

consist in material things, as silver and gold, 

houses and lands, flocks and herds. But no 

material thing can possibly satisfy the longings 

of the soul, which is far more excellent than any 

material object, for all these have been created 

for the use and benefit of the soul. How utterly 

material things fail to meet and satisfy the 

needs of the soul, appears in death, when we 

must give them all up. It is passing strange that 

we should so set our hearts upon these earthly 

possessions, when our hold upon them is so 

frail and short-lived. When Adam forsook the 

comforts afforded him in God, and sought 

delight through the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, he was driven out of paradise 

(Gen. iii. 24); so our souls, if they turn from 

God the Creator to the creature, are deprived of 

heavenly comforts, and shall be forever driven 

away from the tree of life.  
 

But what remains to those who neglect this 

heavenly feast? The world passeth away and 

the lust thereof (1 John ii. 17, 1 Cor. vii. 31); and 

so shall all they who set their hearts upon it; all 

created things shall perish, and so shall they 

who rest their hopes in them. God declares that 

those who prefer the possessions and pleasures 

of this life to the blessings and comforts of His 

heavenly feast, shall not taste of His supper 

(Luke xiv. 24). If the supper be neglected, the 

hungry must go unfed; and if Christ be 

rejected, there remaineth no more remedy for 

sin. Those who despised the invitation shall 

suffer the pangs of eternal hunger, and shall 

dwell forever in the outer darkness; those who 

refused to heed the word of Christ: “Come unto 

me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden” 

(Matt. xi. 28), shall one day hear that dreadful 

word: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into 

everlasting fire” (Matt. xxv. 41). The Sodomites 

were consumed by fire sent down from heaven, 

when, graciously invited to this heavenly feast 

of good things, through the preaching of Lot, 

they wilfully refused to come; and so those who 

have insolently spurned the gospel invitation 

shall be consumed by the fires of divine wrath, 

that shall burn forever and ever. The five 

foolish virgins who went out to meet the 

bridegroom, without taking oil in their vessels 
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with them, framed various excuses for their 

delay; but meanwhile the door was shut (Matt. 

xxv. 10); and so those whose hearts are not 

filled with the oil of the Holy Spirit in this 

world, will not be admitted by Christ into a 

participation of His heavenly joy; but will find 

that the door of long-suffering, the door of 

mercy, the door of everlasting consolation, the 

door of hope, the door of grace, the door of 

good works, shall be fast shut against them.  
 

Besides this there is an inward call of Christ to 

our souls, and blessed is he who heeds it. 

Christ; often knocks at the door of our hearts 

with holy longings, devout aspirations, pious 

meditations, and blessed is he who throws wide 

open his heart’s door to the Christ (Rev. iii. 20). 

As soon as thou dost experience in thy heart 

some longing after the grace of God, thou 

mayst certainly conclude that it is Christ 

knocking at the door of thy heart. Oh, admit 

Him, lest He pass by, and afterwards close 

against thee the door of His mercy. As soon as 

thou perceivest in thy heart the faintest spark 

of pious thoughts, conclude at once that it was 

enkindled by the fervor of God’s love, through 

the Holy Spirit. Oh, feed and keep alive that 

holy flame that it may kindle into a glowing fire 

of love for God. Oh, beware, lest thou quench 

the Holy Spirit and hinder the Lord’s work in 

thy soul (1 Thess. v. 19). He who destroys the 

temple of God shall suffer the severest 

judgment of God (1 Cor. iii. 17). Our heart is the 

temple of God; and that we destroy when we 

refuse to heed the inward call of the Holy Spirit 

through God’s word. The prophets of old spake 

as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Pet. i. 

21), but now under the gospel all the truly 

pious feel the inward motions and drawings of 

the Holy Spirit. Blessed indeed are all they who 

hear and follow Him.  
 

JOHANN GERHARD’S 

SACRED MEDITATIONS. 

Translated from the Latin by Rev. C. W. Heisler, A. M. 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-

%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Collect For the Nation 

Almighty God, You have given us this good 

land as our heritage. Grant that we remember 

Your generosity and constantly do Your will. 

Bless our land with honest industry, truthful 

education, and an honorable way of life. Save 

us from violence, discord, and confusion, 

from pride and arrogance, and from every 

evil course of action. Grant that we, who 

came from many nations with many different 

languages, may become a united people. 

Support us in defending our liberties, and 

give those to whom we have entrusted the 

authority of government the spirit of wisdom, 

that there may be justice and peace in our 

land. When times are prosperous, may our 

hearts be thankful, and in troubled times do 

not let our trust in You fail; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.453 

Collect For Responsible Leaders 

O merciful Father in heaven, from You 

comes all rule and authority over the nations 

of the world for the punishment of evildoers 

and for the praise of those who do well. 

Graciously regard Your servants, those who 

make, administer, and judge the laws of this 

nation, and look in mercy upon all the rulers 

of the earth. Grant that all who receive the 

sword as Your servants may bear it according 

to Your command. Enlighten and defend 

them, and grant them wisdom and 

understanding that under their peaceable 

governance Your people may be guarded and 

directed in righteousness, quietness, and 

unity. Protect and prolong their lives that we 

with them may show forth the praise of Your 

name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.454 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/gerhard/Sacred%20Meditation%20-%20Johann%20Gerhard.pdf
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July 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    
 

 

 

 1 

 

2 Fifth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

(The Visitation, 1-

Year Lectionary) 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 
Bible Study 
 

3 
8 AA 

4 

 

5 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 
 

9 Sixth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

10 
8 AA 

11 

 

12 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

13 14 

 

15 
8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast  

 

16 Seventh Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

17 
8 AA 

18 
6:30 Council 

19 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

20 21 22 

 

23 Eighth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 
 

24 
8 AA 

25 26 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

 

30 Ninth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Voters’ Assembly 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

 

31      

 

  



10 
 
 

 

 

August 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 
 1 2 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

3 4 

 

5 

6 Tenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

 

7 
6:30 pm AA 

8 

 

9 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

10 11 

 

12 

 

13 Eleventh Sunday 

after Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

 

14 
6:30 pm AA 

15 
6:30 Council 

16 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

17 18 19 
8:30am Men’s 

Breakfast  

20 Twelfth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
Rally Day  

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

24 25 26 
 

27 Thirteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection  

School & Adult Bible 

Study 

 

28 
6:30 pm AA 

29 

 

30 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

31 
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