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September 2023 

Hospitality 
  

 At the Henkel Conference last month, Dr. Carl Trueman finished his presentation on what it means to be a 

human being by saying, “We as churches need to focus our attention on the local, and on hospitality.”  He 

indicated that hospitality is the way in which the people of God can see and welcome others as unique persons 

created in the image of God.  As you know, and may have experienced, the world does not value people as 

persons.  They are but a cog in the wheel. 

 Trueman said, “It is very striking to me that in the Apostle Paul’s qualifications for eldership hospitality is 

included.  My view of the eldership is that it is meant to embody the thing that every Christian should aspire to 

be. . . . But hospitality is there at the heart.  Why hospitality?  Because hospitality is person.”  It is true that the 

pastor/elder is to be hospitable:  “Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, 

sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money” (1 Tim. 3:2-3).  A pastor is to be welcoming.  He is to genuinely offer a 

place to visitors, to delight in newcomers as well as members, and to take an interest in their lives. 

 But so are all Christians to be hospitable.  Paul writes in Romans, “Contribute to the needs of the saints and 

seek to show hospitality” (Rom. 12:13).  It says in 1 Peter, “Show hospitality to one another without grumbling” 

(1 Peter 4:9).  In the book of Hebrews it says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby, 

some have entertained angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2).  As Abraham and Lot showed hospitality to angels, so 

also in the Christian congregation we may even be receiving angels among our guests! 

 I found Carl Trueman’s words to be a shot in the arm for Redeemer.  Our congregation is very good at 

hospitality.  It always has been, in my view.  But since hospitality was intentionally placed as the centerpiece of 

our Outreach efforts, it has become a hallmark of Redeemer and supremely evident to all visitors and guests 

who come through our doors.  This new focus was conceived and is carried out by mature members in the 

congregation, not by me.  But now, every visitor is given an invitation to lunch or dinner, for coffee, or to join a 

group going to member’s house.  This is simply outstanding!  It is love of Christ being shared freely.  It is 

seeing individuals as persons not things, persons for whom Christ shed his blood. 

 There is something else happening at Redeemer of which you may not have been made aware.  Hospitality 

is being offered to the young adults in our congregation (and visitors!) by a few of our more seasoned families.  

Every Sunday evening the young adults are offered dinner at the home of members, or the group goes to a 

restaurant together.  This fellowship happened rather organically just by asking if people had plans and from the 

desire for additional togetherness before the work week began.  How this warms my heart!  Well done!  Well 

done in showing hospitality to one another! 

 Carl Trueman brought up another important point about hospitality.  He said that people may not remember 

those to whom they have given hospitality, but you always remember those who have gone out of their way to 
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give you hospitality.  Trueman mentioned his own experience of an email exchange with another professor who 

said that he didn’t believe they had met.  And Trueman reminded him, “Oh we did meet.”  When Trueman was 

in Nottingham, England, years ago, all alone, for a teaching assignment, he went to a church, and this professor 

and his wife had invited him to lunch that day.  They invited him 

“into the bosom of their family.”  Trueman said he had never 

forgotten the gesture or the names of his gracious hosts. 

 With all the problems in the world, with all the dehumanizing of 

individuals, Trueman asked, “What can we do tomorrow that will 

make a difference?”  And he answered, “I think hospitality.”  

Finally, he said, “The Church is to be a little taste of heaven on earth. 

. . . The Church is to reflect the character of God and love of God 

and the hospitality of God. . . . We are to be the place where anybody 

can walk through the door and be treated as a person.” 

 Continue to show hospitality, saints of Redeemer.  Join in with the joyful fellowship in your congregation.  

Receive hospitality.  Don’t just go home to a cloistered existence.  Then move from receiving hospitality to 

showing it, to becoming a host.  Invite a visitor or a member to lunch.  Enjoy being seen as a person loved by 

God and seeing others as real persons for whom Christ was given.  Who knows who will remember you or the 

congregation of Redeemer decades from now for the hospitality so generously offered.   
                                                                                                                        

 – Pastor Young                          
 

 

Ongoing Prayer Needs 
 

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

Redeemer’s chapter of 

LWML resumes it’s 

meetings on Friday, 

September 8 @ 6:30 p.m. 

Please contact Geal G. with 

any questions. 
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Collect For Catechumens 

Lord God, heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism 

You began Your good work in our 

catechumens, and You have blessed their 

instruction and training in Your Word. We 

implore You to pour out Your Holy Spirit on 

their hearts and minds so that they will truly 

love and revere You, confess the faith with 

joy and boldness, endeavor to live according 

to Your commandments, and praise and 

glorify You as their faithful God and Lord, 

for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 
 

Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.447 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  
 

 

Consecration 

Sunday 
 

October 8 
 

The focus of Consecration Sunday is the 

biblical teaching of the need of the giver to 

give, rather than on the need of the Church 

to receive. Continually receiving 

forgiveness of sins in Jesus Christ, as well 

as daily bread, the Christian turns to offer 

thanksgiving to God for all things.  
 

Morning Prayer 

from  

Luther’s Small Catechism  

In the morning when you get up, make the 

sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the 

Creed and the Lord's Prayer. If you choose, 

you may also say this little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me 

this day also from sin and every evil, that 

all my doings and life may please You. For 

into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may 

have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a 

hymn, like that of the Ten Commandments, 

or whatever your devotion may suggest. 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
League Convention  
40th Biennial Convention in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin  
 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 
also known as Lutheran Women in Mission, 
welcomed over 3,500 people to their 40th 
biennial convention in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, June 22–25, 2023, under the 
theme “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations.” 
The convention theme was based on Psalm 
33:12–13.  
 

2023–2025 Mission Goal and Mission 
Grants  
The Lutheran Women in Mission voting 
body adopted a $2,350,000 mission goal for 
the 2023–2025 biennium. This goal, by the 
grace of God, will fund 31 mission grants, as 
women and men respond in prayer and 
mite offerings during the next two years. 
Here is the list of Mission Grant Recipients:  
 

1. Orphan Grain Train Servant Center — 
Orphan Grain Train, U.S. $100,000  

2. A Healing Space for At-Risk Children — 
Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch, North 
Dakota $100,000  

3. Serving God’s Children with Special 
Needs — Journeys Lutheran School, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin $100,000  

4. Fortifying Faith in Those with Vision 
Impairment — Lutheran Braille Workers 
$100,000  

5. Disaster Response Team — Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Tyler, Texas $50,000  

6. Mobile Kitchen — Forged by Fire 
Services, Gulf Coast Region, U.S. $85,000  

7. Upheld by God’s Hand, Mental Health 
Outreach — LCMS Life Ministry $96,500  

8. Expanding Gospel Proclamation 
Worldwide — Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, Missouri $100,000  

9. Equipping Young Leaders — LCMS Youth 
Ministry $50,000  

10. Set Apart To Serve — LCMS Office of 
Pastoral Education $100,000  

11. Lutheran Women in Mission Finish the 
Job — Ministry in Mission, Haiti $85,000  

12. Sharing Christ Crucified with High 
School Youth — Lutheran High School 
of Greater New Orleans, Louisiana 
$35,000  

13. Water and the Word — Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Kenya $80,000  

14. Enhancement of Deaf Ministry and 
Outreach — Ephphatha Lutheran 
Mission Society, U.S. $47,000  

15. Feeding Haitian Children Through 
Gospel and Meals — Trinity HOPE 
$58,082  

16. Care for Street Children of Western 
Kenya — Capstone Ministries $50,000  

17. Nurturing Faith for the Aging — 
Lutheran Ministries Media (Worship 
Anew) $100,000  

18. Zoe’s Home Support — Zoe’s Home, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Clinton, 
Missouri $75,000  

19. Tanzania Children’s Homes — 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Tanzania, Africa $74,500  

20. Sharing Christ with Women and 
Children in Kazakhstan — Lutheran 
Hour Ministries $100,000  

21. Healthy Together: Healthy Workers, 
Healthy Church — Lutheran Family 
Services $106,000  

22. Expanding Gospel Outreach to 
Hispanics in the United States — 
Lutheran Hour Ministries $100,000  

23. A Legacy of Love for Special Needs 
Children — Lutheran Special Education 
Ministries $100,000  
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24. God’s Word for Central & South 
American Missions — Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation $100,000  

25. Bringing God’s Word to India — India 
Bible Translation Project $100,000  

26. Life Connection Events and Kits — 
Lutherans for Life $70,000  

27. Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic Ministry — 
Hope Lutheran, South Sioux City, 
Nebraska $50,000  

28. Growing Our Place: Care for Special 
Needs Students — Our Place After 
School Care, Inc., Nebraska $20,000  

29. Repairs for St. Paul’s Lutheran School — 
St. Paul’s Lutheran School, Cullman, 
Alabama $50,000  

30. Showering Love on the Least of These 
— Mercy Holistic Ministry, California 
$100,000  

31. Breaking Generational Poverty in 
Detroit— Camp Restore Detroit, 
Michigan, Partial Payment of $58,988.62  

 

LWML Elects New Leaders to the Board 
of Directors  
The newly elected officers for the 2023–
2027 term are:  

President: Eden Keefe, LWML Kansas 
District  
Vice President of Organizational 
Resources: Arlene Naasz, LWML South 
Dakota District  
Vice President of Special Focus 
Ministries: Karol Selle, LWML North 
Wisconsin District  
Treasurer: Anita Werner, LWML Rocky 
Mountain District  
Pastoral Counselor: Rev. Mark Maas, 
LWML Wyoming District  

 

The LWML Nominating Committee Was 
Elected for the 2023–2025 Biennium  
The newly elected members of the 
Nominating Committee are:  

Chairman: Olajumoke Odedele, LWML 
New Jersey District  
Committee Member: Deaconess Betty 
Knapp, LWML North Wisconsin District  
Committee Member: Laura Strattman, 
LWML Central Illinois District  
Committee Member: Melissa Vance, 
LWML South Dakota District  
Committee Member: Roxanne Pieper, 
LWML Minnesota South District  

 

The LWML Board of Directors Approved 
Appointed Officers  

The newly Appointed Officers are:  
Strategic Plan Facilitator: Cheryl Mattil, 
LWML Texas District  
Meeting Manager: Leslie Colligan, LWML 
New England District  
Public Relations Director: Debbie Yocky, 
LWML Rocky Mountain District  

 

Thank You for Your Generous Support  
Convention offerings, the Mission Pledge 
Walk, and Tee Up for Mites donations are 
still being received. Final totals will be 
announced in an eNews article. Gifts from 
the Heart donation totals and recipients 
will also be provided.  
 

About LWML  
The Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
(LWML) is the leading women’s 
organization of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Since 1942, LWML has 
focused on affirming each woman’s 
relationship with Christ, encouraging and 
equipping women to live out their Christian 
lives in active mission ministries, and to 
support global missions. We’re a nonprofit 
organization that encourages women to 
joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, 
and to honor God by serving others. 
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A CLOSER LOOK at Mid-South District 

Ministry: 

Addressing the Need for Church Workers 
 

Did you know that your congregation is part of a 

regional group of LCMS ministries and church 

workers called the Mid-South District?  You can 

think of the Mid-South District as your 

congregation’s extended LCMS family! To help you 

get to know the Mid-South District—and learn 

what district ministry is all about—this monthly 

“Closer Look” is being shared with your 

congregation. Each month, a different facet of 

district ministry will be featured. This month’s 

update takes a closer look at how the Mid-South 

District is addressing the need for church workers. 
 

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is 

currently facing a critical shortage of new church 

workers. This means that fewer and fewer people 

are pursuing careers as pastors, Lutheran school 

teachers, Directors of Christian Ed (DCEs), Directors of 

Parish Music and other critical areas of professional 

church work. As Jesus observes in Matthew 9:37, “... 

The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few...,” 

there persists a need for people to discern and 

answer the call to serve in our Lutheran churches 

and schools. In the Mid-South District, this 

important issue is being addressed head on through 

the Set Apart to Serve Task Force—a group focused 

on the recruitment of new church workers.  
 

Comprised of professional church workers from 

across the Mid-South District, this dedicated team 

is taking resources provided by an LCMS national 

initiative and employing them to reach people in our 

local Lutheran community—especially those who the 

Lord may be calling to a life of service in ministry. The 

national initiative is called Set Apart to Serve and 

features numerous tools to help spread the word 

about the fulfilling opportunities that exist in 

professional church work.   
 

As the work of the Mid-South District’s Set Apart to 

Serve Task Force gets underway, watch for news and 

resources to be shared in your congregation. This 

effort seeks to connect hearts for ministry with 

opportunities to serve! You can learn more at 

https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve. 
  

The Silent Auction will begin on October 29th and will end on November 19th.  

Proceeds will benefit Lutherans for Life and Luther Classical College.   

We are reminding you early, so our talented artistic and crafty people can be 

planning ahead for some donations for the auction.  Holiday themed decorations 

are popular, as well as other home decorations, handmade items, and themed 

baskets.   

See Julia He. or Becca R. with questions. 

 

                                          

https://www.lcms.org/set-apart-to-serve
https://lutheransforlife.org/resources/life-news/
https://www.lutherclassical.org/
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September 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 

  1 2 

3 Fourteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

 

4 

6:30 pm AA 

Labor Day 

5 6 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

7 8 

6:30 LWML 

9 

 

10 Fifteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

 

11 

6:30 pm AA 

12 

 

13 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

14 15 16 

8:30pm Men’s 

Breakfast  

17 Sixteenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

 

18 

6:30 pm AA 

19 

6:30 Council – 

Distribution of 

budget 

worksheets 

20 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

21 22 23 

 

24 Seventeenth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 

 

25 

6:30 pm AA 

26 

 

27 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation  

 

28 

 

29 30 

8:30am 

Church Work 

Day (outdoor-

trees & shrubs, 

pick up 

garbage & 

sticks, clean 

outside stairs 

next to drive 

thru)  
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Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran Church 
800 Bellevue Road 

Nashville, TN 37221 

(615) 646-3150 

www.redeemernashville.org 

info@redeemernashville.org 

 

http://www.redeemernashville.org/
mailto:rlcnashville@bellsouth.net

