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November 2023 

The Seed of the Woman 
 

[Sermon delivered at the Mid-South District LCMS Fall Pastors’ Conference, October 2, 2023] 
 

Text:  Genesis 3:15                       Fall Pastors’ Conference 2023                         Philip H. Young 
 

 Of all of Luther’s Works, one of my favorites, among the many, is Volume 1, his Lectures on Genesis 

chapters 1-5.  There is such a wealth of insight and speculation that Luther offers in mining the creation account 

and the origin and fall of mankind.  One delicious nugget is Luther’s assessment that Adam was so uniquely 

qualified to name all the animals, that in his holy state before the fall, he had such knowledge that with just one 

glance at a species he knew “its entire nature and abilities,” more than what could be acquired by an “entire 

life” of “research” into that animal post fall.  And thus Adam could name each animal perfectly (AE 1:120). 

 Another pleasing little nugget from Luther’s commentary is his statement about Eve’s temptation.  He 

writes, “This poison of Satan she drank with her ears; she stretched out her hand to the forbidden fruit; and she 

ate it with her mouth” (AE 1:163).  A few lines later is the part of this commentary that is quoted in our 

Confessions in the Formula, the Solid Declaration, on the article of Original Sin.  Luther says, “We are 

poisoned from the venom of original sin from the soles of our feet to the hairs on our head,” or to “the crowns 

of our heads” (FC SD 1:62; AE 1:63). 

 Of course, Luther puts forward many opinions that one may not always accept.  For instance, he 

maintains that when God counsels Cain about sin crouching at the door, he did it through the intermediary 

Adam, through the voice of Adam.  Also the question, “Where is your brother, Abel?” Luther accounts to 

Adam’s lips. 

 But what makes this volume the most delightful for me is Luther’s commentary on Genesis 3:15.  Just 

his words on this one verse make the book worth the price in my opinion.  “I will put enmity between you and 

the woman, and between your offspring [your seed] and her offspring [her seed]; he shall bruise your head, and 

you shall bruise his heel.”  This is, of course, the protoevangelium, the first Gospel promise of the coming 

Messiah.  And Luther’s insight is that the Lord God intentionally leaves the promise crude and very general in 

order to the torture the evil one.  Luther says, “Thus this promise and this threat are very clear, and yet they are 

also very indefinite.  They leave the devil in such a state that he suspects all mothers of giving birth to this Seed, 

although only one woman was to be the mother of this blessed Seed.  Thus because God is threatening in 

general when He says ‘her Seed,’ He is mocking Satan and making him afraid of all women” (AE 1:193).  I find 

that delightful, that Satan had to have his head on swivel from the birth of Cain to the time when Israel 

flourished and every Israelite girl wondered if she would be the one chosen.  The devil had to scan the 

population for every young woman in labor.  And how wonderful that when the night sky lit up over the town of 

Bethlehem and the serpent’s alarm went off, he could do nothing as the whole host of heaven stood guard! 
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 Surely it is okay to delight in the torture of the devil and his ultimate fate.  For he deceived Eve and set 

in motion the sin of Adam which broke the universe and bought death for him and his seed.  Furthermore, the 

devil will not be reformed and will, instead, gnash his teeth at everything and everyone holy.  Thus, he had to be 

crushed in order for mankind to be taken out of the captivity into which it was led. 

 It seems, then, that the Christus Victor atonement motif is wrapped up and appears first in the 

protoevangelium, though the penal substitution motif is not excluded and is reflected in the subsequent verses 

when the Lord God makes garments of skin for our first parents (Gen. 3:21).  But so sure is God’s promise of 

conquest that Luther takes it as God rubbing the devil’s face in it.  Like Babe Ruth’s supposed gesture to center 

field in the 1932 World Series, it’s going to happen, no matter what pitch is thrown.  It cannot be stopped.  

Thus, the Lord, and we, can delight in the devil trying to all cover bases at once and, I guess, pitch a strike that 

cannot be hit.    

 What Luther certainly leads us away from is any kind of belief in Dualism.  There is not some good 

principle and bad principle equal and opposite, good and evil battling it out with the outcome up in the air.  We 

also don’t have a situation where there is some epic a battle for middle earth and the orcs of Sauron are held off 

until the one ring can be destroyed at Mount Doom.  It is not an assault on the Death Star so the Darth Vader 

and the Galactic Empire may not be able to spread their darkness over every planet.  And it is not the case that 

good will triumph if mankind joins together with combined efforts and harnesses its better nature!  No!  If we 

are drawing battle lines, we, that is, sinful mankind, are already under the dark rule of the enemy.  And we have 

nothing to offer to effect a victory.  “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh” (Rom. 

7:18).  Or, again, Luther, “We are poisoned from the venom of original sin from the soles of our feet to the hairs 

on our head.” 

 Nevertheless, the head of the serpent will be bruised, will be crushed!  And the evil one will only strike 

at the heel.  It will not be an equal fight. 

 To mine just a little bit more of Luther’s comments, he says that God makes Satan afraid of all women, 

that is, all potential bearers of the Christ child.  God makes the devil afraid.  He is afraid of the Son of God who 

will do him in.  The devil is not such a strongman, a strong angel, when the Word in the flesh shows up and 

robs him.  The whole satanic crew is afraid.  In Jesus’ ministry at the lake, the legion of evil cries out, “What 

have you to do with us, O Son of God?  Have you come here to torment us before the time?” (Matt. 8:29).  They 

are afraid.  Compared to Christ, “their might” “a joke, a mere façade,” as the hymn says (LSB 666:3). 

 Now perhaps this insight could bear fruit in us.  We are keenly aware of our fears.  All too often we are 

afraid of what the devil and the world will do to us.  Perhaps not you.  But possibly you do worry about what 

will happen.  The world looks as if it careening towards universal chaos and war.  The culture is bent on 

deconstruction and destruction.  Our nation has chosen to go ahead with a suicide pact.  The Church is under 

stress.  It is very much the harassed woman running from the dragon. 

 More personally, perhaps you worry about when the dark forces of evil will come for you, when you 

will be canceled and not have a job, how the congregation will be divided because of your “unbending” stance 

on the sanctity of life, or God’s institution of marriage, gender, the sacraments, the authority of the Word.  

Perhaps you worry about what will happen with your family or that you will sink into a deep depression, a pit, 

from which there is no recovery, from which it will be impossible for you to be lifted out. 

 We can easily become afraid, terrified!  The evil forces seem to be winning and have us on the ropes. 

 But that’s not the spiritual reality, not for those in Christ.  The evil spirits, they are afraid!  They are the 

ones who know their time is short and their doom is near.  The are tormented just by knowing that there is the 

One who they cannot corrupt and who will judge them in unquestionable righteousness.  Perhaps they are even 

more afraid than us. 
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 How many times did our Lord Jesus in his ministry say to the disciples and others, “Do not fear.”  A lot!  

That’s the answer.  A lot.  Because he was with them.  He came to help the people, to rob the strongman of his 

captives.  It says in 1 John, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 

3:8). 

 Now the way that the head of the serpent was to be crushed was for the Christ to fulfill the Father’s plan 

and to offer up his life.  How much the devil understood this at each point in the life of Jesus is an interesting 

debate.  Certainly he was so threatened by the news in Bethlehem that he entered into Herod to slaughter the 

innocent male children of the village.  And when Jesus began his ministry, the devil tempted him away from 

obedience to the Father, tempted him to take up his glory immediately and bypass his service in the stead of 

mankind.  “If you are the Son of God, [act now on your behalf, or cause God to act for you, or worship me].”  

But it was when the hour had come after the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem that Jesus called his shot.  When 

he proclaimed his hour and the Father spoke from heaven, our Lord said, “Now is the judgment of this world; 

now will the ruler of this world be cast out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself” (John 12:31-32).  Surely the devil heard this as he was circulating among the pilgrims, the religious 

leaders, and the disciples of Jesus, hoping to cause one to betray the Lord and to sift at least one more, if not 

strike them all with terror. 

 When Jesus was condemned of God and man and was lifted up on the cross, then was set in motion the 

fulfillment of the protoevangelium given millennia before.  It was happening.  And I can’t but delight in the 

anxiety of the serpent.  At the cross was his judgment and defeat.  Mel Gibson was too premature in his movie 

with having Jesus step on the serpent in the garden.  Judgment was at the cross. 

 Is it not possible that Satan realized his blunder at the cross, that he realized then that not one of God’s 

plans can be thwarted?  Jesus was being lifted up.  The decisive moment of all human history was here.  This 

was the glory of God and the glory of the Son as Jesus had proclaimed.  The bronze serpent was lifted up over 

the slithering serpent.  The bronze serpent was lifted up in victory over the belly crawler!  Satan was done in, 

judged, defeated, by the humility of the Christ.  Satan was being cast out, toppled from his throne of universal 

mastery.  He was being cast out from the place where Christ the crucified reigns.  He was being cast out from 

the new temple by which men could be drawn and robbed from him. 

 Is this not why the words of Satan show up in those who deride our Lord in his inglorious glorification?  

“If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross” (Matt. 27:40).  Is this not Satan still trying to derail 

Jesus from completing his mission, now that he realizes Jesus has been lifted up to accomplish all things?  Is 

this not the enemy realizing his defeat and attempting a last desperate maneuver, to tempt Jesus to come down 

off the cross and take up his glory first?  Luther, instead, portrays Satan as a raging, untamed spirit that 

“delivers [Jesus] up to the Jews and attaches Him to the cross” (AE 1:195).  He maintains that the devil wants 

him on the cross.  Further, he states that Satan’s rage is not even satisfied with Christ’s death.  Luther says, “He 

fears [Christ] after He has been buried.  So bitter is his enmity against the Son of God!  Now when he sees Him 

sitting at the right hand of God and being what is called ‘out of range,’ he rages with every kind of fury against 

the poor members of His church” (AE 1:195). 

 As I said, the debate about the devil’s knowledge and state of mind in interesting.  But I can go with 

what Luther says.  “He fears [Christ] after he has been buried.”  The devil still fears!  He was only able to strike 

at the heel!  The devil especially fears after Christ’s resurrection even as he rages at the Church.  And therefore, 

we are not to fear.  “For us fights the valiant One.”  The devil is “judged; the deed is done.”  “One little word 

can fell him.”  One little word given by the Holy Spirit causes him to be cast out, to flee. 

 What we are to be certain of is how Jesus crushed the head of the serpent.  It was by the Word becoming 

flesh and shedding his blood on behalf of mankind.  It was the blood of atonement that was given as the 



4 

sufficient ransom for humanity.  The victory came by the humiliation of the Son of God in the flesh, by the 

Christ standing in and offering himself for sinful human beings.  No sacrificial animals would do.  Their skins 

and blood would not cover the sins of mankind.  Only Jesus Christ was the perfect lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world.  For Jesus did not pay the ransom to the devil.  No!  The perfect ransom was offered to the 

Father, that his justice was satisfied, that he would forgive for the sake of Christ, that he could break people free 

from the dominion of the devil because of their lawlessness, that he could be just and the justifier, that he could 

cast out the evil one, the ruler of this world, from the eternal kingdom of the Crucified One. 

 Thus, the Christus Victor motif and the penal substitution atonement motif come together on the cross 

and fulfill the promise, just as Luther combines them in the second article explanation:  “[Christ] has redeemed 

me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the 

devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.” 

 This was the hope that Adam and Eve held to when they were ushered from the garden.  This was the 

promise, crude though it was in what God said to them, the promise by which they were able to walk out into a 

fearful, broken world.  This was the greater reality beyond the death they would see all around them, 

deliverance given from God by the Seed of the woman.  This was the Word by which they would live by faith 

and be saved.  This was the certainty of restoration, renewal and reunion with the holy God who loved them. 

 Brothers, this is the Word that you are privileged and called to proclaim.  You get to speak the Gospel 

into this fearful world.  The promise given to Adam and Eve is repeated from your lips with all the wonderful 

specifics that the prophets added over the centuries:  from the tribe of Judah, a descendant of David, born of a 

virgin, Emmauel, king of the Jews, from Bethlehem.  You are those who speak the apostolic truth, that “Christ 

Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15); that “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 

becoming a curse for us – for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’” (Gal. 3:13). 

 Brothers, how blessed are your calls from God into the Office of the Holy Ministry, and how glorious 

are your pulpits!  You get to mount your pulpit, be it a small wooden platform or an elevated stone tower, 

whether before a packed house of God or two or three gathered, and you get to proclaim the promise to sinful 

mankind and the fulfillment in Christ, the whole of the account given in Scripture, the protoevangelium worked 

out, what the prophets longed to see!  

 As you have come to this conference to be renewed in the ministry to be supported in a difficult calling, 

know that your God is with you.  Know that you are forgiven of your many fears.  The blood of the Savior 

covers you.  You are forgiven. 

 And your Lord Jesus reminds you that you are still called.  He reveals the spiritual reality to you, that 

you may proclaim the reality.  This is the reality:  that the evil spirits shriek in fear when all of you walk the 

steps into your pulpits, and when you deliver the absolution and the sacrament before the altar.  They are afraid 

of you for you speak the powerful name.  No longer is the devil’s head on swivel looking for the one woman to 

bear the Christ child, but now he must account for the one woman, the Church, who is protected even as that 

dragon harasses and assails her.  Everywhere the devil looks the gospel proclamation of Christ’s victory is being 

made known.  And surely his anxiety and fear increase as he tries and tries to stamp out the Word and is never 

successful, the Word that endures forever.  He is the one in terror as his time is shorter and shorter, and the day 

of our Lord in nearer and nearer, and as he taught over and over that not one of Christ’s will be lost. 

 The enemy is stricken with fear.  You are called to preach the wonderful promise from the beginning so 

that the fears of sinners are taken away.  You get to preach the promise, the Gospel, definitively, specifically, 

and clearly so that no one has to guess about the fulfillment.  Amen.   

                                                                                                                     

 – Pastor Young                          
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Ongoing Prayer Needs 

 
 

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING DAY  

MATINS SERVICE  

NOVEMBER 23  

10 A.M. 

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & 

Wedding Anniversaries 
 

Birthdays 
 

Baptismal Birthdays 
 

Wedding Anniversaries  

  
 

Collect for the Commemoration of 

the Faithful Departed  

Almighty God, we remember with 

thanksgiving those who loved and served 

You in Your Church on earth and who now 

rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship 

with all your saints, and bring us at last to the 

joy of Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
Lutheran Service Builder:  
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Upcoming events at Redeemer 

 

 

Asking a Blessing 
from 

Luther’s Small Catechism 

The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, and say: 

The eyes of all look to You, [O Lord,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your 

hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15–16) 
 

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer and the following: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful 

goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Returning Thanks 
from 

Luther’s Small Catechism 

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say: 

Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He 

provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength of 

the horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the Lord delights in those who fear Him, who put their 

hope in His unfailing love. (Psalm 136:1, 25; 147:9–11) 
 

Then shall be said the Lord's Prayer and the following: 

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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November 2023 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

9:45 am Matins  

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm Confirmation  

 

2 3 4 

5 All Saints’ Day 

(observed) 

9:30 am Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Daylight Saving Time 

Ends (Fall Back) 

Choir 
 

6 

6:30 pm AA 

7 

 

8 

9:45 am Matins  

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm Confirmation  

 

9 10 

6:30 pm 

LWML 

11 

 

12 Twenty-fourth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 am Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 
 

13 

6:30 pm AA 

14 

6:30 pm 

Council – 

Budget  

15 

9:45 am Matins  

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm Confirmation  

 

16 

 

17 18 

8:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast  

19 Twenty-fifth 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

9:30 am Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Presentation of Budget 

& Council Slate 

Silent Auction Closes 

(Pot-Luck & Trivia) 

Choir 
 

20 

6:30 pm AA 

21  

 

22 

9:45 am Matins  

10 am Bible Study 

 

23 

10 am 

Thanksgiving 

Day Matins 

Service 

24 

 

25 

 

26 Last Sunday of 

the Church Year 

9:30 am Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir 
 

27 

6:30 pm AA 

28 

 

29 

9:45 am Matins  

10 am Bible Study 

5 pm Confirmation  

 

30 

 

  

 

 

  

Collect for All Saints’ Day 

Almighty and everlasting God, You 

knit together Your faithful people of all 

times and places into one holy 

communion, the mystical body of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow 

Your blessed saints in all virtuous and 

godly living that, together with them, 

we may come to the unspeakable joys 

You have prepared for those who love 

You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Lutheran Service Book: Altar Book p.984 
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