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A Year of Hope or Dread?

Here we go into 2024. Do you go into the year with hope or dread? The past year may have been
challenging or even terrifying. Perhaps you are happy to see it go away. But what is ahead? War, famine,
pandemics, election strife, rioting, persecution of Christians, death, the four horsemen of the Apocalypse
seemingly unrestrained?

Is there any hope? Only is in resurrected Christ who brings all things to completion in the new creation
at his coming. This world passes away (1 Cor. 7:31). If we look to this world for our hope we will be brought
into despair. As the Apostle Paul says, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to
be pitied” (1 Cor. 15:19).

Still, the New Year may first give birth to fear and trepidation in us. The cultural trends in our era are
very dark. Praise God that Christ promises to abide with us (John 15:4). “The hopes and fears of all the years
are met” in him who was born for us and now victoriously reigns on our behalf (LSB 361:1).

Words may fail us at the New Year as we are mix of nostalgia and regret, faith and doubt, confidence
and worry, hope and dread. But we are not the first to experience this if we can trust the Christian hymnwriters
who have gone before us. Perhaps their poetic prayers are the best way to express New Year’s angst and peace.
Do they not give voice to what’s in our hearts as we meet the year ahead?

One stanza of “Across the Sky the Shades of Night” that did not make it into Lutheran Service Book
reads:

In many an hour when fear and dread,

Like evil spells, have bound us

And clouds were gathering overhead,

Thy providence hath found us.

In many a night when seas ran high,

Thy gracious presence, drawing nigh,

Hath made all calm around us (TLH 110:5).

Consider also this holy New Year’s plea from Johann Rist (1642):

Help us, O Lord! Behold, we enter
Upon another year today;
In Thee our hopes and tho’ts now center,
Renew our courage for the way.
New life, new strength, new happiness,
We ask of Thee — oh, hear and bless!
(continued on the next page)



May ev’ry plan and undertaking
This year be all begun with Thee;
When | am sleeping or am waking,
Still let me know Thou art with me.
Abroad do Thou my footsteps guide,
At home be ever at my side.

Be this a time of grace and pardon.
Thy rod | take with willing mind,

But suffer naught my heart to harden;
Oh, let me then Thy mercy find!

In Thee alone, my God, I live;

Thou only canst my sins forgive.

And may this year to me be holy;
Thy grace so fill my ev'ry thought
That all my life be pure and lowly
And truthful, as a Christian’s ought.
So make me while yet dwelling here
Pious and blest from year to year.

Jesus, be with me and direct me;

Jesus, my plans and hopes inspire;

Jesus, from tempting thoughts protect me;
Jesus, be all my heart’s Desire;

Jesus, be in my thoughts all day

Nor suffer me to fall away.

And grant, Lord, when the year is over,

That it for me in peace may close;

In all things care for me and cover

My head in time of fear and woes.

So may | when my years are gone

Appear with joy before Thy throne (TLH 120).

Let us also sing and pray with Johann Steuerlein (1588):

The old year now hath passed away;
We thank Thee, O our God today

That Thou hast kept us through the year
When danger and distress were near.

We pray Thee, O eternal Son,

Who with the Father reign’st as One,
To guard and rule Thy Christendom
Through all the ages yet to come.

Take not Thy saving Word away,

Our souls’ true comfort, staff, and stay.
Abide with us and keep us free

From errors, foll'wing only Thee.



Oh, help us to forsake all sin,

A new and holier course begin!
Mark not what once was done amiss;
A happier, better year be this,

Wherein as Christians we may live
Or die in peace that Thou canst give,
To rise again when Thou shalt come
And enter Thine eternal home.

There shall we thank Thee and adore

With all the angels evermore.

Lord Jesus Christ, increase our faith

To praise They name through life and death (TLH 125).

Amen! Yes, yes, may it be so to us in this and every year, as long as seasons run! Take away our dread

and fill us with hope day by day. We commend ourselves into your loving care, Lord Jesus. Amen.
— Pastor

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.
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Collect for the Sick
O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and
body; You chasten and You heal. Show mercy
to Your servants. Spare their lives and restore
their strength. Even as You gave Your Son to
bear our infirmities and sicknesses, deal
compassionately with Your servant(s) and bless
[him/her/them] with Your healing power. We
commit [him/her/them] to Your gracious mercy

and protection; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Lutheran Service Builder: Altar Book p.459



Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, &
Wedding Anniversaries
Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays
Wedding Anniversaries

Collect for The Epiphany

of Our Lord
O God, by the leading of a star You made
known Your only-begotten Son to the

Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith,
to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your
divine presence; through the same Jesus

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.

Find our newsletters online at:
http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

Introit for The Epiphany

of Our Lord
Psalm 45:6-8a; antiphon: Psalm 45:17
I will cause your name to be remembered in
all gener- | ations;*
therefore nations will praise you forever
and | ever.

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever.
The scepter of your kingdom is a scepter of
up- | rightness;*
you have loved righteousness and hated |
wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness beyond your com- |
panions;*

your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and
aloes and | cassia.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

I will cause your name to be remembered in
all gener- | ations;*

therefore nations will praise you forever

Kroger Community Rewards
Program

Are you a Kroger shopper? If so, you can
link your Kroger Plus Card to their
Community Rewards Program online and
Redeemer will receive a quarterly check.
Redeemer has elected to place these
dollars in the Sanctuary Renovation
Fund. In fact, we just received a check for
$57.48. Simple, easy stewardship!
Contact Redeemer’s office for details on

how to participate.




DAILY PRAYER
FOR INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

These brief services are intended as a simple form of daily prayer of individuals,
families. and other settings.

When more than one person is present, the versicles and responses may be spoken
responsively, with one person reading the words in regular type and the others
responding with the words in bold type. Prayers may be prayed in the same fashion,
though those in bold type are to be prayed by all.

For the readings. several verses have been recommended for each particular time of day.
These may be used on a rotating basis. The value in using these few texts lies in the
opportunity to learn them well. For those desiring a more complete selection of readings,
daily lectionaries, such as those found in the hymnal may be used. Readings from the
Small Catechism may also be incorporated into the services.

In the prayers “for others and ourselves,” the following suggestions are intended to
establish a pattern of daily and weekly prayer.

Sunday: For the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the
Word and the Sacraments.

Monday: For faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism: for one’s calling and daily
work; for the unemployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors: for
schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good government and for peace.

Tuesday: For deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing,
the tortured and oppressed: for those struggling with sin.

Wednesday: For marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children
live in ordered harmony according to the Word of God: for parents who must raise
children alone; for our communities and neighborhoods.

Thursday: For the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons and deaconesses, for
missionaries, and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the
blessed Sacrament of Christ’s body and blood.

Friday: For the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread
of His knowledge throughout the whole world: for the persecuted and oppressed; for the
sick and dying.

Saturday: For faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the
faith or have fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s
Day:; for pastors and people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts.



MORNING

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the % Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

O Lord. in the morning you hear my voice;
in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. Psalm 5:3

My mouth is filled with Your praise,
and with your glory all the day. Psalm 71:§

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise. Psalm 51:15

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

A hymn, canficle, or psalm may be sung or spoken.

An appoinfed reading or one of the following is read: Colossians 3:1-4; Exodus 15:1-11;
Isaiah 12:1-6; Matthew 20:1-16; Mark 13:32-36; Luke 24:1-8; John 21:4-14,; Ephesians
4:17-24; Romans 6.:1-4.

A portion of the Small or Large Catechism may be read.
The Apostles’ Creed is confessed.

Lord’s Prayer

Prayers for others and ourselves

Concluding prayers:

Almighty God, merciful Father, who created and completed all things, on this day when
the work of our calling begins anew, we implore You to create its beginning, direct its
continuance, and bless its end, that our doings may be preserved from sin, our life
sanctified. and our work this day be well pleasing to You; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You

have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep
me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You.
For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your

holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.
Small Catechism

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Then go joyfully to your work.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 Name & 2 3 4 5 6 The
Circumcision Epiphany of
of Jesus Our Lord
6:30pm AA 8:30am Work
Day
(undecorate)
7pm Divine
Service
7 The Baptism of | 8 9 10 11 12 13
Our Lord 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins 6:30pm
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible LWML
Door Offering Study
Sunday School & Adult 5pm
Bible Study Confirmation
Choir
14 Second 15 16 17 18 19 20
Sunday after the | 6:30pm AA 6:30pm 9:45am Matins 8:30am Men’s
Epiphany Council 10am Bible Breakfast
9:30am Divine Service Study
Sunday School & Adult s5pm
Bible Study Confirmation
Choir
21 Third Sunday 22 23 24 25 26 27
after the Epiphany 6:3 pm AA 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible
Sunday School & Adult Study
Bible Study 5pm
Choir Confirmation
Sanctity of Life
Sunday
28 Fourth Sunday | 29 30 31
after the Epiphany 6:30pm AA 9:45am Matins
9:30am Divine Service 10am Bible
LWML Mite Study
Collection 5pm
Voters’ Assembly Confirmation
Sunday School
Choir
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