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May 2024 

Interpreting the Scriptures 
  

So Philip ran to him [the Ethiopian eunuch] and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do 

you know what you are reading?”  And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30-31). 
 

 Why do we not just drop Bibles out of planes in the native language of the people, but instead send 

missionaries with the Bibles?  This passage from Act chapter 8 seems to provide an answer.  The eunuch had 

the Scriptures and yet did not understand without someone to guide him.  He needed help interpreting the 

Scriptures. 

 This need for a guide may seem somewhat disconcerting.  We hold to the sufficiency of Scripture, which 

means that Bible contains everything we need to know to become wise until salvation (2 Tim. 3:15).  “These 

[things] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may 

have life in his name” (Jn. 20:31).  By reading, or hearing, the Word of God, a person may be brought to faith.  

“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).  Nothing other than 

Scripture is needed, nothing additional, to know God’s will and salvation and to be brought to faith and life.  

The Spirit-filled Word is “living and active” (Heb. 4:11). 

 However, the Bible has a “key” to proper interpretation to which a couple of the aforementioned Bible 

passages allude.  The key is explicitly stated in John 5:39:  [Jesus said] “You search the Scriptures because you 

think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me.”  In others words, a person 

must have a Christological lens to understand even the Old Testament.  The New Testament informs the reading 

of the Old Testament with its record of the fulfillment of God’s promises.  This “lens,” then, by which one is to 

read the Scriptures, is the apostolic teaching.  Recall how the risen Jesus opened the minds of the disciples on 

Easter evening.  With the two on the road to Emmaus, we are told, “And beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (Lk. 24:27).  And when 

these disciples returned to Jerusalem and joined the eleven, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “These 

are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 

Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Lk. 24:44).  Next we are told, “Then he opened their 

minds to understand the Scriptures and said to them, ‘Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the 

third rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 

nations, beginning from Jerusalem’” (Lk. 24:45).  The apostles were “guided” by Christ himself in reading the 

Scriptures, and they in turn taught Philip (and others) who guided the Ethiopian eunuch. 

 Dr. Andrew Bartelt writes about the text from Acts 8, “We often speak of a ‘Christocentric hermeneutic’ [or 

method of interpretation], and here we witness it at work.  As with a jigsaw puzzle that can boggle the mind and 

eyes, Jesus is the picture on the box” (CJ Winter 2012 Vol. 38 Num. 1, p. 80).  Dr. James Voelz writes,  
 

Christ is also the center of the Scriptures in that he, as the in-principle fulfillment of the full 

consummation, is the archetype or antitype for all that goes on in the OT; he is the “mould,” as it were, 

into which the “stuff” of the Old Covenant is poured and in whose shape it is shaped. . . . Only when one 

see the OT and the events, institutions, people, etc., as shaped by the eschatological fulfillment, which 
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fulfillment itself has already taken incarnate shape in the coming of the Promised One, can one see the OT 

in all of its Christocentricity (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p. 261).  
 

In other words, Christ is the key.  And this needs to be taught, though is it is clear from the Scriptures 

themselves!  If that sounds somewhat confusing, it is. 

 Voelz maintains that the Church interprets the Scriptures for the uninitiated, like the Ethiopian eunuch.  He 

writes, 
 

That community which has produced, received, and preserved a given set of documents – or, better put, 

that community whose personal formation includes the production, reception, and preservation of a given 

set of documents – is likely to teach its members to read those documents in a way “congenial” to them – 

that is, in such a way as to find in them what reasonably may be found ( = what intended meaning there 

may be) and to allow further meanings to arise, meanings which are congruent with what intended 

meanings there might be (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p. 220). 
 

This is not to say that nothing can be received and understood from a naked reading of the Scriptures.  Rather, 

the Church, founded on the apostolic teaching, is well-suited, if not essential, to proclaim the intended meaning. 

 Voelz continues, 
 

Much more traditionally expressed, to be in that 

Christian community is to adhere to and confess its 

creeds.  Such creeds are not something foreign to the 

books of the NT.  On the contrary, they are – and from 

the first were seen as – “of a piece” with these very 

books, viz., drawn from the same apostolic source.  

Therefore, to adhere to the creeds gives one an 

orientation to the books of the NT, an orientation which 

is “congenial” to them and which, therefore, 

allows/enables one to interpret them in accordance with 

their intention (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p. 

221-222). 
 

 Now, at this point, what has thus far been put forth may 

sound dangerously close to the Roman Catholic’s so-called 

“magisterium.”  The magisterium is the church’s authority to 

give the authentic interpretation of God’s Word.  However, 

Rome draws on Scripture and tradition to give what it deems 

the valid interpretation of God’s Word.  We rely on Scripture 

alone, to which the creeds are a faithful exposition of the 

doctrines contained in the Bible.  As Voelz says, the creeds 

are “of a piece” with the books of the Bible.  Voelz further 

sums up,  
 

The issue under discussion is not the authority of 

Scripture but the interpretation of sacred Scripture – 

the problem of what Scripture actually says – and the 

creeds help to determine which readings of Scripture are 

the apostolic/Christian readings which may legitimately 

be drawn from them (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, 

CPH, p. 223). 
 

 To understand how the reading of Scripture can go off track, consider a modern Jewish interpretation of 

Isaish 53, the very passage the Ethiopian eunuch was reading.  According to many Jews, actually from the time 

 

*** Confirmation Day *** 
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The Public Examination of the 
confirmands will be held prior to the 

Divine Service on Confirmation Day, May 
19, 2024, at 8:30 a.m..  This is an 
opportunity for the confirmands to 

express their faith and knowledge to the 
congregation. The Public Examination is 

not a public inquisition, but rather a 
serious question and answer session 

conducted in a friendly atmosphere and 
prefaced by prayer. Pastor Young and 

the Board of Elders invite the members of 
the congregation to hear these young 

people confess their faith in the scriptural 
doctrines taught by the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church. The examination gives 
the congregation the opportunity to show 
love and interest in our young people and 

the future of our congregation and 
Church. Please pray for our confirmands 

and rejoice that they can effectively 
communicate their faith in the risen Jesus 

Christ, the Author of life (Acts 3:15). 
 

The 2024 Confirmation Class 
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Brady I 
Nicholas Y 
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of the 11th century, the suffering servant in this passage is the nation of Israel.  They do not accept that it really 

speaks of the Messiah.  In fact, one Jewish website says something interesting in its criticism of the Christian 

interpretation:  “Only if you already accept the New Testament teaching that [Jesus’] death had a non-visible, 

spiritual significance can you than go back to Isaiah and say, ‘see - the Prophet predicted what I already 

believe’” (https://www.jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/isaiah-53-a-jewish-perspective/, see also 

https://jewsforjesus.org/learn/the-rabbis-dilemma-a-look-at-isaiah-53).  Close, but not exactly.  The New 

Testament does inform the Old Testament, but the Old Testament itself bears witness of Christ!  The eunuch 

was reading, “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter . . .,” and “Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with 

this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35).  Isaiah 53 is about Jesus, the promised 

Messiah! 

 Think also of Luther’s day.  The medieval Roman Church had veered horribly from a sound interpretation 

of Scripture with false doctrines of works righteousness, the treasury of the merits of the saints, indulgences, 

purgatory, etc.  And Luther simply attempted to bring the Church back to the apostolic foundation, to creeds 

that were Scriptural, to Scripture interpreting Scripture, and nothing else. 

 The eunuch was guided to understand and believe the truth.  May the Church continue to clearly teach this 

“good news about Jesus.” 

– Pastor Young                          
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Find our newsletters online at: 

http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/ 

https://www.jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/isaiah-53-a-jewish-perspective/
https://jewsforjesus.org/learn/the-rabbis-dilemma-a-look-at-isaiah-53
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May 2024 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
  1 

9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 

5 Sixth Sunday of 

Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Door Offering  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

6 
6:30pm AA 

7 

 

8 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

5 Confirmation 

 

9 The 

Ascension of 

Our Lord 
7 Divine 

Service 

 

 

10 
6:30 LWML 

11 

 

12 Seventh Sunday 

of Easter 
9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

Mother’s Day 
 

13 
6:30pm AA 

14 

 

15 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

16  17 18 
8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast  

TBD Redeemer’s 

Annual Adult 

Social  

 

19 The Day of 

Pentecost 
Confirmation Sunday 

9:30 Divine Service 

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

20 
6:30pm AA 

 

21 
6:30 Council 

22 
9:45 Matins  

10 Bible Study 

 

23  24 25 

 

26 The Holy Trinity 
9:30 Divine Service 

LWML Mite 

Collection  

Sunday School & Adult 

Bible Study 

Choir  

 

27 
6:30pm AA 

Memorial Day 

28 29 30 31 
The Visitation 

(3-Year 

Lectionary) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect for The Ascension  

of Our Lord   

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended 

into the heavens, so may we also ascend 

in heart and mind and continually dwell 

there with Him, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph   
LSB 494 (1) 

See, the Lord ascends in triumph; 

    Conqu’ring King in royal state, 

Riding on the clouds, His chariot, 

    To His heav’nly palace gate. 

Hark! The choirs of angel voices 
    Joyful alleluias sing, 

And the portals high are lifted 

    To receive their heav’nly King. 
 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt. 
Text: Public domain 
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