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Interpreting the Scriptures

So Philip ran to him [the Ethiopian eunuch] and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do
you know what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:30-31).

Why do we not just drop Bibles out of planes in the native language of the people, but instead send
missionaries with the Bibles? This passage from Act chapter 8 seems to provide an answer. The eunuch had
the Scriptures and yet did not understand without someone to guide him. He needed help interpreting the
Scriptures.

This need for a guide may seem somewhat disconcerting. We hold to the sufficiency of Scripture, which
means that Bible contains everything we need to know to become wise until salvation (2 Tim. 3:15). “These
[things] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name” (Jn. 20:31). By reading, or hearing, the Word of God, a person may be brought to faith.
“Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). Nothing other than
Scripture is needed, nothing additional, to know God’s will and salvation and to be brought to faith and life.
The Spirit-filled Word is “living and active” (Heb. 4:11).

However, the Bible has a “key” to proper interpretation to which a couple of the aforementioned Bible
passages allude. The key is explicitly stated in John 5:39: [Jesus said] “You search the Scriptures because you
think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me.” In others words, a person
must have a Christological lens to understand even the Old Testament. The New Testament informs the reading
of the Old Testament with its record of the fulfillment of God’s promises. This “lens,” then, by which one is to
read the Scriptures, is the apostolic teaching. Recall how the risen Jesus opened the minds of the disciples on
Easter evening. With the two on the road to Emmaus, we are told, “And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself” (Lk. 24:27). And when
these disciples returned to Jerusalem and joined the eleven, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “These
are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled” (Lk. 24:44). Next we are told, “Then he opened their
minds to understand the Scriptures and said to them, ‘Thus, it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the
third rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem’” (Lk. 24:45). The apostles were “guided” by Christ himself in reading the
Scriptures, and they in turn taught Philip (and others) who guided the Ethiopian eunuch.

Dr. Andrew Bartelt writes about the text from Acts 8, “We often speak of a ‘Christocentric hermeneutic’ [or
method of interpretation], and here we witness it at work. As with a jigsaw puzzle that can boggle the mind and
eyes, Jesus is the picture on the box” (CJ Winter 2012 Vol. 38 Num. 1, p. 80). Dr. James Voelz writes,

Christ is also the center of the Scriptures in that he, as the in-principle fulfillment of the full
consummation, is the archetype or antitype for all that goes on in the OT; he is the “mould,” as it were,
into which the “stuff” of the Old Covenant is poured and in whose shape it is shaped. . . . Only when one
see the OT and the events, institutions, people, etc., as shaped by the eschatological fulfillment, which
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fulfillment itself has already taken incarnate shape in the coming of the Promised One, can one see the OT
in all of its Christocentricity (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p. 261).

In other words, Christ is the key. And this needs to be taught, though is it is clear from the Scriptures

themselves! If that sounds somewhat confusing, it is.

Voelz maintains that the Church interprets the Scriptures for the uninitiated, like the Ethiopian eunuch. He

writes,

That community which has produced, received, and preserved a given set of documents — or, better put,
that community whose personal formation includes the production, reception, and preservation of a given
set of documents — is likely to teach its members to read those documents in a way “congenial” to them —
that is, in such a way as to find in them what reasonably may be found ( = what intended meaning there
may be) and to allow further meanings to arise, meanings which are congruent with what intended
meanings there might be (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p. 220).

This is not to say that nothing can be received and understood from a naked reading of the Scriptures. Rather,
the Church, founded on the apostolic teaching, is well-suited, if not essential, to proclaim the intended meaning.

Voelz continues,

Much more traditionally expressed, to be in that
Christian community is to adhere to and confess its
creeds. Such creeds are not something foreign to the
books of the NT. On the contrary, they are — and from
the first were seen as — “of a piece” with these very
books, viz., drawn from the same apostolic source.
Therefore, to adhere to the creeds gives one an
orientation to the books of the NT, an orientation which
is “congenial” to them and which, therefore,
allows/enables one to interpret them in accordance with
their intention (Voelz, What Does This Mean?, CPH, p.
221-222).

Now, at this point, what has thus far been put forth may
sound dangerously close to the Roman Catholic’s so-called
“magisterium.” The magisterium is the church’s authority to
give the authentic interpretation of God’s Word. However,
Rome draws on Scripture and tradition to give what it deems
the valid interpretation of God’s Word. We rely on Scripture
alone, to which the creeds are a faithful exposition of the
doctrines contained in the Bible. As Voelz says, the creeds
are “of a piece” with the books of the Bible. Voelz further
sums up,

The issue under discussion is not the authority of
Scripture but the interpretation of sacred Scripture —
the problem of what Scripture actually says — and the
creeds help to determine which readings of Scripture are
the apostolic/Christian readings which may legitimately
be drawn from them (Voelz, What Does This Mean?,
CPH, p. 223).

*** Confirmation Day ***
May 19, 2024

The Public Examination of the
confirmands will be held prior to the
Divine Service on Confirmation Day, May
19, 2024, at 8:30 a.m.. Thisis an
opportunity for the confirmands to
express their faith and knowledge to the
congregation. The Public Examination is
not a public inquisition, but rather a
serious question and answer session
conducted in a friendly atmosphere and
prefaced by prayer. Pastor Young and
the Board of Elders invite the members of
the congregation to hear these young
people confess their faith in the scriptural
doctrines taught by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church. The examination gives
the congregation the opportunity to show
love and interest in our young people and
the future of our congregation and
Church. Please pray for our confirmands
and rejoice that they can effectively
communicate their faith in the risen Jesus
Christ, the Author of life (Acts 3:15).

The 2024 Confirmation Class
Edward C
Brady |
Nicholas Y

To understand how the reading of Scripture can go off track, consider a modern Jewish interpretation of
Isaish 53, the very passage the Ethiopian eunuch was reading. According to many Jews, actually from the time




of the 11™" century, the suffering servant in this passage is the nation of Israel. They do not accept that it really
speaks of the Messiah. In fact, one Jewish website says something interesting in its criticism of the Christian
interpretation: “Only if you already accept the New Testament teaching that [Jesus’] death had a non-visible,
spiritual significance can you than go back to Isaiah and say, ‘see - the Prophet predicted what | already
believe ”’ (https://www.jewsforjudaism.org/knowledge/articles/isaiah-53-a-jewish-perspective/, see also
https://jewsforjesus.org/learn/the-rabbis-dilemma-a-look-at-isaiah-53). Close, but not exactly. The New
Testament does inform the Old Testament, but the Old Testament itself bears witness of Christ! The eunuch
was reading, “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter . . .,” and “Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with
this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus” (Acts 8:35). Isaiah 53 is about Jesus, the promised
Messiah!

Think also of Luther’s day. The medieval Roman Church had veered horribly from a sound interpretation
of Scripture with false doctrines of works righteousness, the treasury of the merits of the saints, indulgences,
purgatory, etc. And Luther simply attempted to bring the Church back to the apostolic foundation, to creeds
that were Scriptural, to Scripture interpreting Scripture, and nothing else.

The eunuch was guided to understand and believe the truth. May the Church continue to clearly teach this
“good news about Jesus.”

— Pastor Young

Ongoing Prayer Needs

Please update Pastor and the church office on these needs.

Birthdays, Baptismal Birthdays, & Find our newsletters online at:
Wedding Anniversaries http://redeemernashville.org/newsletter/

Birthdays
Baptismal Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries
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Concordia Seminary

A Seminary of

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Founded 1839

801 Seminary Place
3t Louis,-MO 63105
B800-822-5287
www.csl.edu

April 16, 2024 CONCORDIA SEMINARY

Redeemer Lutheran Church
800 Bellevue Rd.
Nashville, TN 37221-2702

Dear Friends in Christ,

Thank you for your wonderful gift of $1,825.001 Your contribution brings great joy to
Concordia Seminary, and we are immensely grateful for your support. o

During this Easter season, we are reminded of the ultimate sacrifice and boundless love of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. His resurrection fills our hearts with hope and assures us of eternal life.

Thank you again for your generous support. Your partnership in our mission to prepare students
for ministry is truly invaluable. As we give thanks for you, we pray also that you always will
know the wondrous Good News of eternal hope that is for all of us in Jesus Christ, hope that He
won for us through His life, death and resurrection,

God’s}richest biessings, especially this Eastertide, ﬂhﬁ' Sl*ﬂf—m W“‘s% }fﬂm W N
/fgf-j@;ﬁa) M Seuminony Stey &waj A

Vicki Biggs e Wi st s ef Sty Léve
Senior Vice President, Seminary Advancement L . Ww L
Chief Communications Officer J Eid F_. We ane €

Please keep this acknowledgement fo*r’your records.

Donor: Redeemer Lutheran Church ; Deror IDy - 103539.. N
Gift Date:  4/5/2024 . Gift Amounta - ~$1,825.00

Designation: Concordia Seminary Music Arts

Wy



LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION

Transiating and Publishing Lutheran Resources Around the World

51474 Romeo Plank Road = Macomb, Ml 48042 = (B00)554-0723
Fax {586)781-7954 = www.LHFmissions.org

Redeemer Lutheran Church
The Rev. Philip H. Young
800 Bellevue Rd
Nashville, TN 37221-2702

Friday, April 12, 2024

Dear Rev. Young,
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great LHF BOOK
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living kope through the OF THE MONTH:

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead... | Peter 1:3 (ESV) The Story of Luther

Traditional Chinese
Chinese T
speakers can
now learn about i
Martin Luther's
beliefs and
history!

Peter’s strong witness, so different from the day before Jesus’ crucifixion, inspires
us to acknowledge the hope that lies with us. He is risen! And because He is risen,
life eternal waits for all who call upon the name of Jesus!

We now begin the season of Easter, but that Easter message should always inspire
us to be about the work of His Kingdom. You help us greatly with your support in
providing translated biblical resources now in 167 languages and to approximately
96 countries around the world, so that the people of the world might know their
Savior, Jesus Christ!

2
He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! /}2""‘6""‘3 b7 e f M '
Rev. Dr. Matthew Heise th lmis 4 Senloboey . Thewt a....]
Executive Director of the Lutheran Heritage Foundation
B Rk ol

THIS IS YOUR GIFT RECEIPT, Please retain for tax purposes. No goods or services were exchanged for this
charitahle donation, Your tax-deductible contribution: $100.00 received on 4/5/2024 to General Mission Fund




NL.L [rayseN nSUHDJU UeII0V] IDWIDPIY pPuUe N[, UOSIPEIA nSUH_.:ﬂU UL UOISUISY

:4q pazosuodg

[PNUSY /WO UOSIPEUIUOISUIISE MMM (0JUT PUE UONBIISISIY
STILE NLI, UOSIPEIA ‘PAI %uoxomm PIO A 019
¥20T ‘0T-61 Isn3ny

VAL DL,
333[j0D) [e218sE[) DI 18 UBWITeY ) pIeog
pue yany) uvernpny 23doE] 1unopy 1e 0188

SN J Uensuy))

«VELL 2PLLs»
poukg LNOSSIN—YoInyD ULy
o 10y drysion Jo 1010231(Y

IDZUde (] ULdg

«VEL PLL
[PUURYD , 20NEQ URIIYINT,, Y} JO I01EIID
PUE 21Ny ULIIYI'] 308 JO IDULLJ 1€ 10188

Qudr,] SuUeH

«VEL >BLLs»
suizeSeyy praop jo
1011p> IS 12UI0§ pue 3§a[[0) ATudE Jowmeg
1E SMILDWE 2IMTINT] JO J08sIJoig

EIRCUSTNELETS

133

«VELL DL
Ansiaaru() weypio, 1 Aydosopyq jo Joronnsuy

uyeH YeoN

«seoddrgy jo qreQ sy Suuoisay,,
SNAD-HO JrI-01d Jo uonepossy
UEDLIIWY Y} JO IDYJO FANNDIIXG JIIYD IIWI0]
PUE ImNsU] RIZ0] ANO[IRYD) Y3 1€ Ie[oydg

UOSLIIEH euuo(]

GWSIXIEJA] UBOLIWIY,,
38a[10) L11) 24010 I IDUIDG [EINI[OJ JO 10883J0Ig
pue 10)£102dg ULdLIWY Y], JO I0IPT

10SUdy] [ne

«VEL 2PLLs»
MINSUT UOSEIY 29 YITE,] Y1 18 MO[[2]
[oIeasay I0TUag pue I2UIY) UoNeULIoyu] dIjoyie))
Y 18 AAM[NY UENSHYD) UT ITey?) e[nueg

1peIsIq ATe\

PO 10U 30Uy JOU YI2A0] JeY] 9H, I9YJOUEL U0 9A0] kmwau ued

JOUIPU ST 9A0[ JOUTED POL) WA pajurenboeun snyy puruey,,

= JDUFAJUO) [OYUIH Y, ~

(£/ L "d) . eroweai 0} Asea jou aie Aay;

‘Usas Uaag aney saausanjul Bundniios syj aauQ “nwns fensia ybnoay) puiw anoA ojur
mojje noA jeym jsuiebe pienb juejsuoo e bBujideey suesiu sedAs inoA bBuiyojepy seds .ino
18A0 Y21eM 0] 0S[e Ing s8A8 InNo Yim Yyojem o} Ajuo jou sueswl uis jsuiebe sjyeq sy,

(51 "d) .. ’esje euo ou pue ‘sl 8xew oym | sI jj, :pesy Sj Uo Siy}

swin Ayonusyne, 1oy jsenb fleiodwajuos sy ,'SeAj8SIN0 8M jou pue ‘sn apeLd oym
8H sl I, pajejsuel) aq osje UBd SIY] (£:00) Wiesd) SIH ale am pue ‘sh apell oym sy s!
1 iPOS S1 8H ‘GHOT 8Y} ey} MoUY, 'S8A[8SINo
Jnoge yuiyj 03 MOy SN S8YIe8; PIoj S.P0S),

L3958 'S
HIHdOLSIEHD

66°L1$ a1e sardod

yoeqiaded TOZENTy ple 35N0H DU ST[qN]
BIPIOOTO ) J& ATJISIMD ST J0Ooq YT
2210

S0 5195 ey L

"SUNOX I0)sed Aq Pa[ ST UOISSOSTP YT (9T
‘w61 Wl ps) suny ur Aepsaupap, A1oas urd
£ 1e Jeat [[Im dnoln Surpesy] rswums o

YIn.j, ay3 pue

(o139 1SEIYINOS

-)seq a1} sunuasaidar) pouAS LINOSSIJA
-(DIY ) VBRI Y JO JUSPISDIJ-IDIA

1] PUB VA ‘BLIPUEXS[Y UL Y2INT) URISINT
-TeoT[a8mRA T [onueTI] Jo 10)sed 012G
19859 s Totdolsimy) Ay Ag

2244 S[] S128 VY] YINLL 3Y] PUD 2INIDN UDWNH JNnogn Sary
ady4daxo (sia)

SSNISIP PUE PBAI aM SB SN TIO[

ppoeq st dnoiny Surpedy Lwwng Yy I,



7

May 2024

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4
9:45 Matins
10 Bible Study
5 Confirmation
5 Sixth Sunday of | 6 7 8 9 The 10 11
Easter 6:30pm AA 9:45 Matins Ascension of | 6:30 LWML
9:30 Divine Service 10 Bible Study Our Lord
Door Offering 5 Confirmation 7 Divine
Sunday School & Adult Service
Bible Study
Choir
12 Seventh Sunday | 13 14 15 16 17 18
of Easter 6:30pm AA 9:45 Matins 8:30 Men’s
9:30 Divine Service 10 Bible Study Breakfast ’
Sunday School & Adult ;ﬁgﬁ?iﬁiﬁer s
Bible Study Social
Choir
Mother’s Day
19 The Day of 20 21 22 23 24 25
Pentecost 6:30pm AA 6:30 Council 9:45 Matins
Confirmation Sunday 10 Bible Study
9:30 Divine Service
Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
Choir
26 The Holy Trinity | 27 28 29 30 31
9:30 Divine Service 6:30pm AA The Visitation
LWML Mite Memorial Day (3-Year
Collection Lectionary)

Sunday School & Adult
Bible Study
Choir

Collect for The Ascension

of Our Lord

Almighty God, as Your only-begotten
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, ascended
into the heavens, so may we also ascend
in heart and mind and continually dwell
there with Him, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph
LSB 494 (1)
See, the Lord ascends in triumph;
Conqu’ring King in royal state,
Riding on the clouds, His chariot,
To His heav’nly palace gate.
Hark! The choirs of angel voices

Joyful alleluias sing,

And the portals high are lifted
To receive their heav’nly King.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-85, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain
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